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A Phenomenological Study of Experiences with Sexually Explicit
Material in 6™ Grade Students

Nam, Yeong Ok*
Song, Yeon Joo™

The purpose of this study was to explore the experiences with sexually explicit material,
making an in-depth interview of 6™ grade students, and to provide them with strategies to
prevent them from watching this material. The subjects in this study were 10 selected 6™ grade
students. After in-depth interviews were conducted to gather data, a qualitative analysis was
made by applying Colaizzi’s phenomenological method. As the results of this study, they had
experiences with sexually explicit material either with friends or privately at home. Most
students used cell phone rather than a computer, and there were different types of material
preference between boys and girls. Once they had a chance to experience the material, they
developed a habit of watching the material. Although they were willing to stop watching this
material, they had trouble with breaking their habits. When students witnessed sexual behavior
of their classmates related to this material, they have kept it secret from parents and teachers.
This suggests that further legislation or regulations to restrict sexually explicit material is

needed. The findings and implications of these results are then discussed.

Key words: elementary school students, sexually explicit material, phenomenological method,

a qualitative study
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