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“There are very few moments in our lives where we have the privilege to witness history 

taking place. This is one of those moments. This is one of those times. The people of 

Egypt have spoken, their voices have been heard, and Egypt will never be the same”.  

Barack Obama, President of the United States “2011” 

 

 

“In this region of the world, we are faced with the Sykes-Picot [Agreement], but if we 

want our nation to have the ability to influence the course of events this time, we have to 

learn how to negotiate and not only to fight. We need new political figures capable of 

dealing with the existing and upcoming challenges”.  

 

AbdelRahman Mansour, Mastermind of the January Revolution Day “2013” 
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ABSTRACT 
 

 The Egyptian 25th January Revolution 2011 will be marked in history as an important 

date not only for Egypt, but for the Arab region and the whole world alike, which never 

imagined that the thirty-year rule of President Hosni Mubarak would collapse in 18 days by 

young people through a peaceful revolution. However, Egypt is at a crucial turning point in its 

history, a point which will shape its future and the whole Arab region as Egypt is considered as a 

cornerstone of the region. After electing the first civilian president in 2012, a massive popular 

uprising hit nationwide on the presidential anniversary in 2013 calling the regime to step down. 

The number of people protesting was described by the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) 

as “The largest number in a political event in the history of mankind”. In response to this 

massive uprising, the armed forces deposed the president and gave power to Head of the 

Supreme Constitutional Court as interim president. 

 

 It is worth noting that Egypt has passed an era of three presidents with military backgrounds since 

becoming a republic in 1953. The January Revolution of 2011 brought the first civilian president which 

was supposed to be a chance to move towards a new era of democracy, freedom and human rights. This 

new era will practically begin if the regime and people take positive and cooperative steps to seize the 

opportunity for passing this transitional period.  

 

 Over two years of the glorification of a peaceful revolution, instability has shaped the 

scene socially, economically and politically. This instability can be attributed to disagreements 

and mismanagement carried between different parties of the revolution. Therefore, the study will 

contribute in two aspects; narrating the two-year revolution in an analytical perspective and 
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analyzing the struggle and confrontation witnessed among the revolution’s “key players” namely 

young people, military generals and Islamists. This aims to give an outlook on the increasing 

“revolutionary gap” that occurred between these parties. The study assumes that this 

revolutionary gap was the reason behind the instability that prevailed over the two year 

revolution which led to another massive uprising in 2013 and resulted in the overthrowing of the 

elected president. 

 

This thesis will answer the following questions; 

� How the January 2011 Revolution’s “key players” namely young people, military 

generals and Islamists have interacted during the two years revolution? 

� Why the power diffusion and struggle among the key players led to an increasing 

revolutionary gap that resulted in the June 2013 Popular Uprising?  

 

Keywords: Revolution, 25th January, Revolutionary Gap, Military, Muslim Brotherhood, Young 

People.  

Student ID: 2012-24128 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1. Background of the study 
 
 The year 2011 was a year of change in the Arab region, where Arabs rose up against the 

regimes calling for their legitimate rights of economic, social and political reforms; it is known 

as the "Arab Spring". Nothing like this has ever happened before in the Arab world with a 

massive number of demonstrators and insistence on a real change towards democracy. Popular 

uprisings witnessed in most countries of the Middle East shook the region’s autocratic regimes, 

and achieved a major change in the region. Starting in Tunisia, while moving to Egypt, the 

revolution reached Libya, Syria, Bahrain and Yemen, followed by uprisings in Algeria, Morocco, 

Iraq, Jordan, and Kuwait. The specificity of these Arab revolutions is that they have been started 

as peaceful, leaderless demonstrations, uncompromising in their demands with a major common 

slogan "The people want to bring down the regime". Khalidi (2011) stated that “It has also been 

said that what distinguishes these revolutions from earlier ones in the Arab world and elsewhere 

in the Middle East is that they are focused on democracy and constitutional change.”  

 Egypt is one of the Arab countries that no one could have ever expected to witness any 

uprising or revolution in the modern time due to the past existing strong regime of President 

Hosni Mubarak. This reign lasted decades because of Egypt’s major role in the Middle East 

where the regime was supported by the United States. 

 It is worth noting that the Egyptian 25th of January Revolution was marked by its 

peacefulness, starting as mere secular demonstrations by young people that turned to be a 

revolution, new social networking such as Facebook, Twitter and Youtube, was used as a mean 

of revolting, and  the power of women was seen. The revolution was mainly a quest for dignity 

and democracy, where the power of revolutionaries in this context can be seen through Margaret 
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Mead’s famous quote “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can 

change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.” 

 Bishara (2012) commenting on the Arab Spring “Never has the power of the people 

appeared so humane, so inspiring, so determined as in Tunisia, so daring as in Syria, so diverse 

as in Yemen, so humble as in Bahrain, so courageous as in Libya, or so humorous as in Egypt. If, 

as one keen observer noted, every joke is a tiny revolution, the Arabs, and most notably the 

Egyptians, are revolutionaries par excellence”. Within the Arab Spring’s revolutionary 

movements, the Egyptian one attracted the most attention by the international community and 

media, and was even compared to the historical event of the falling of Berlin Wall: “And while 

the sights and sound that we heard were entirely Egyptian, we can’t help but hear the echoes of 

history, echoes from Germans tearing down a wall”, US President Barack Obama on 11 February 

2011.  

 18 days after the 25th of January 2011, the revolution started as protests calling for 

economic and political reforms but turned out to be calls for the regime to step down and it 

successfully did. The Supreme Council of the Armed Forces (SCAF) took power temporarily 

with promises of parliamentary and presidential elections within six months. 

 The presidential election took place and resulted in a Muslim Brotherhood candidate, 

Mohamed Morsi, as the first Civilian President. Unfortunately this situation did not last long 

where after his first anniversary as president, massive demonstrations hit Egypt which turned to 

become the 30th of June Uprising calling for him to step down, and in a quick respond to these 

calls, the armed forces ousted the president [put him under house arrest], installed a temporary 

president, suspended the constitution and called for new elections.  
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 The two years transitional period 2011-2013 witnessed ups and downs through a lot of 

events, clashes, achievements, negotiations, frustration but most of all it witnessed social, 

economic and political instability. Unexpectedly, the two years witnessed the overthrowing of 

two regimes and this paper is trying to find reasons behind the chaos and disorder that prevailed 

within this two year revolution, which led to an increasing gap between revolutionaries and the 

leaders of this period. Thus, the paper will attribute this instability to the mismanagement carried 

between the three key players of the revolution namely; young people, military generals and 

Islamists and will analyze the interaction between them and the mistakes carried by each.  

 

1.2.       Motivation of the study 

 The instability and chaos that prevailed in Egypt after two years of a peaceful revolution 

can be credited to the mismanagement witnessed upon the stepping down of the regime. 

Analyzing this period is one of the most important to be tackled, because finding reasons behind 

wrong decisions taken during this time will help in avoiding other mistakes within the current 

transitional period, and will give a deeper view on the revolution, especially since Egypt’s 

economic, social and political aspects have been deteriorating since then. Moreover, the 

interaction between the revolution’s three key players is not covered yet by scholars who have 

analyzed the Egyptian revolution, where most studies have focused on mistakes made by one 

player and paid less attention to the collaboration of the three of them.  

 More generally, the Egyptian Revolution was one of the most important political events 

that happened in modern history with an impact on the whole Arab region. The fate of the 

Egyptian revolution will play a major role in determining the future, not only for the country, but 

for the wider Arab region because Egypt is considered as the largest and historically most 
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important Arab country that plays a central role in the Middle East. Therefore, analyzing this 

event is the most important to be covered, "Egypt is the largest country in the Arab world, the 

entire region is concerned that, if Egypt continues with this constant instability, that has adverse 

effects more broadly." President Obama, 29th June 2013.   
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II. PURPOSE 
 

2.1. Research Questions 

 The Egyptian January Revolution of 2011 will remain one of the events which affected 

the “Revolution” phenomenon in the modern time due to the characteristics it encompassed 

including its peacefulness, usage of social networking for revolt, massive number of protestors, 

and the short time taken to overthrow the regime. However, another massive uprising hit Egypt 

in 2013, two years after the first one, resulting in the removal of the elected regime.    

 The aim of this study is finding reasons behind the political instability carried over the 

two year revolution, which witnessed the overthrowing of two regimes, and to find the reasons of 

the increasing revolutionary gap occurring among the revolution’s three key players’ namely 

young people, military generals and Islamists. The study will make an analytical narration of the 

events of the revolution to help understand the interaction between the three key players. In 

addition, the study will prove that mistakes made, the struggle of powers and the lack of 

management between these powers were the main reasons behind the instability witnessed. The 

research focus and questions, thus, are the following; 

� How the January 2011 Revolution’s “key players” namely young people, military 

generals and Islamists have interacted during the two year revolution? 

� Why the power diffusion and struggle among the key players led to an increasing 

revolutionary gap that resulted in June 2013 Popular Uprising?  

 In addition to this, the study will cover the main aspects of Egypt’s situation under 

Mubarak’s era; economically, politically and socially to analyze reasons which instigated the 

revolution. 
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2.2. Research Methodology 

 The study is a qualitative descriptive research in terms of exploring and analyzing the 

struggle and interaction among the key players during the Egyptian revolution, as well as being 

analytically narrative in terms of stating and dissecting the revolution’s events over two years. 

The study will analyze the two year revolution- to find reasons behind the chaos and instability 

witnessed over this period. 

 Data is collected from the governmental documents, websites, interviews and reports as 

primary sources, while studies, books, and newspapers serve as secondary sources.    

 The purpose of conducting interviews is to explore people’s view, belief and the status 

quo after two years of the revolution, where the scene is now clearer, and to provide deeper 

understanding and support to the paper’s main theme from a second observer. Interviews will be 

conducted with 20 people from different occupations, political affiliations and ages. Questions to 

be raised will be as follows; 

a- What were the main causes of the revolution? 

b- What were the mistakes carried out by young people over the revolution? 

c- How do you evaluate the military forces’ transitional period? 

d- How was the Muslim Brotherhood’s performance in their first time in power? 

 The timeline of the study will cover the overthrowing of two regimes in the two years 

since the revolution sparked in January 2011 until June 2013’s massive uprising. The thesis 

structure will be divided into chapters; 

 Chapter “One” will be dedicated to the background on the main theme of the thesis, 

namely the Egyptian Revolution, while referring to the “Arab Spring” which shook most Arab 
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countries and unexpectedly led to the overthrowing of dictatorship regimes. Moreover, the 

chapter will refer to the aim and motivation behind this study. 

 Chapter “Two” will cover questions to be raised by the study that are trying to find 

reasons behind the deteriorating status of the revolution especially the increasing gap witnessed 

between the revolution’s key players which resulted in a major demonstration in June 2013. The 

chapter will also cover the methodology of the thesis.  

 Chapter “Three” will tackle the literature review of the revolution in general, as well as 

studies carried out by different scholars on the Egyptian revolution.  

 Chapter “Four” will cover the theoretical framework which the study will be based on. In 

narrating the revolution’s events, the Brinton (1966) theorem will be used, as for analyzing the 

revolutionary gap the study will be based on Davies theory (1962). 

 Chapter “Five” will be a comparative analysis between the Egyptian revolution and the 

French and Iranian revolutions to prove that although Egypt’s revolution enjoyed common 

features with both, it still is unique in the modern time. Moreover, the study will analyze the 

reasons (direct and indirect) that instigated the revolution. 

 Chapter “Six” is the main chapter dealing with the revolution analysis and will be divided 

into phases chronologically covering the interaction among players as; 

Phase 1: 25th January 2011 Revolution led by young people. 

Phase 2: 11th February led by the Supreme Council of Armed Forces (SCAF). 

Phase 3: 30th June 2012 led by the Muslim Brotherhood (MB). 

Phase 4: 30th June 2013 Popular Uprising.  

 Chapter “Seven” will be the conclusion of the study, and will give suggestions on the 

means of stabilizing the current instability. 
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Figure 1:Timeline of the Thesis 
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III. LITERATURE REVIEW 
 

3.1. Theoretical background on “Revolution” 

 Scholars have studied revolutions for decades and have introduced different aspects, 

characteristics and definitions of the word “Revolution”. A revolution can be political, economic, 

social, scientific or religious. However revolutions are still being studied in our modern time and 

a larger number of studies over many generations can give broader definitions for this 

phenomenon. 

 For more than a century scholars had different schools of revolutionary thought such as 

Marxism, Maoism, Hegelian, and Leninism. For instance, Marxism analysis of a revolutionary 

occurrence is due to the fact of class conflict between the socialized production performed by 

“proletariat” or the working class, and the ‘bourgeoisie” or the middle class, and the increasing 

social unrest between them lead to “social revolution”. Le Bon (1913) argues that the term 

revolution is applied to sudden political changes, but the term can be used to indicate all sudden 

transformations either in beliefs, ideas or doctrines.  Arendt (1965) defines revolution as a kind 

of “restoration” where the revolutionaries try to restore their liberty and rights that were lost 

during the regime they are revolting against. Parsons (1964) believes that revolution is 

represented by a revolutionary movement which succeeds to take the power, and makes 

compromises to keep staying in power. However, the common feature among all revolutions is 

that they bring changes and shifts in the society.  

 Deutsch (1964) stated that the degree of mass participation in a revolution, as well as its 

duration, may be essential to provide description of the revolutionary experience, as well as the 

number of people killed during and after the revolution. Moreover, the intentions of the 

revolutionaries are so critical in forming the revolution as well as the outcomes. Skocpol (1979) 
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argues that most theories carried out on revolutions miss something important, mainly the 

observation of structural forces that create a revolutionary situation. In order to cover this gap, 

she put definition to the social revolutions as “rapid, basic transformations of a society’s state 

and class structures; and they are accompanied and in part carried through by class revolts from 

below.”  

 Mandel (1989) in his attempt to analyze reasons behind revolutions, stated that “When 

the majority of the people refuse to be fooled and intimidated any longer; when they refuse to 

stay on their knees; when they recognize the fundamental weakness of their oppressors, they can 

become transformed overnight from seemingly meek, subdued and helpless sheep into mighty 

lions”. Schock (2004) argues the importance of tactical innovation and creativity, as well as the 

protestors’ means in figuring out their demands, in the success of people power movements. He 

asserts that the past quarter century has seen change in the way of social movements from violent 

to non-violent methods, and he attributes such change to the introduction of human rights 

organization, new communication technologies and other non-violent tools. 

 Kahila (2011) defined revolutions as tough act aimed at changing the public situations 

from the current one to a new one, and to do so the old regime’s influence should be removed. 

Moreover, he stated that any revolution needs a calm stage to create this new situation which is 

known as “the transitional period” to move from the revolutionary legitimacy phase to the 

constitutional legitimacy phase, this being the most serious phase. Varol (2012) introduced a new 

interesting term in revolutions when it is carried out by a military coup but supported by the 

people naming it a “Democratic Coup d’Etat”, stating that “All coups, including what I call the 

“democratic coup,” therefore have non-democratic features. My argument here is that not all 

coups are equally anti-democratic; some coups are distinctly more democracy-promoting than 
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others because they depose an authoritarian or totalitarian regime and transfer power to 

democratically elected leaders”. 

 Zidan (2013) stated that the word “revolution” emerged thousands of years ago and it 

comes from the word “revolt” that used to have a negative meaning but after it was used against 

a dictatorship state it gained a positive meaning. He also confirmed that any act that is called 

“revolution” shall include the whole society with all categories and the revolutionary act should 

not be attached to a specific category such as army forces, religious organizations or ideological 

groups otherwise it should be called coup d’état or factional domination. He argues that there are 

five common stages for the revolutionary act namely injustice, anger, congestion, protests, and 

finally change, and these stages are followed with phases that vary from one revolution to 

another.      

3.2. “Revolution” in the Egyptian Context  

  In the context of the Egyptian January revolution and in their attempts to find reasons 

behind the “unfinished” status, analysts had different scopes of ideas behind the political and 

economic strife occurring during the two years of revolution. Abdel Kouddous (2013) argues that 

problems worsened within the period of the Muslim Brotherhood presidency and he was most 

critical of this one year period. He referred to the wide disconnect witnessed between the ruling 

regime and the lower socio-economic classes. He added “the greatest risk is the economic 

situation. Hunger could lead to widespread violence.” Mette (2012) attributed the political 

instability to divisions between oppositions groups on one hand and the elected Islamist regime 

on the other hand, referring to the violence which occurred frequently over the Muslim 

Brotherhood period of power. 
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 In his analysis on the pulse of the Egyptian street, Tadros (2013) concluded that 

“spontaneous, non-formal everyday protests and strikes represent an important pulse of the street, 

and an important channel through which citizens seek accountability from the state. The failure 

to acknowledge and deal with the growing repertoire of citizens’ expression of voice through 

street politics represents disengagement with the kind of politics (unruly) that does not feature in 

the conventional political society analysis”. As for Ottaway (2013) in analyzing the unfinished 

transition over two years, she believes that “Egypt is still caught in a battle between competing 

political forces that operate in distinct arenas with different bases of support. Islamists fight in 

the electoral arena because they have popular support; secularists use the courts and state 

institutions, which are still controlled by members of the old elite. The only arena the two sides 

share, dangerously, is the streets, to which both turn in an attempt to score points against each 

other”. 

The significance of this paper lies in covering the Egyptian revolution from a new 

perspective attributing the “unfinished” status of the transitional period witnessed after the 

revolution to the interaction carried by the three main players “young people, military force and 

religious force” that witnessed mismanagement and mistakes carried by each. On one hand 

young people took to the streets to express their demands with low profile in the political process, 

and on the other hand, the military and religious players’ relationship witnessed confrontation 

that can be described as “tactically compatible with strategic apprehension”. Some analysts 

believe that the religious force’s one year period of power was the main reason behind the 

political crisis witnessed, however, we cannot ignore the year before which was handled by the 

military force that saw tough confrontations as well. Also, we must pay great attention to the 

disagreements and gap that grew between the three key players since the Mubarak regime fell. 



 

13 
  

Therefore the study is attributing this instability and “unfinished” status to three parties with 

different aspirations. 
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IV. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 
 

 Revolutions witnessed in human history varied from previous ages to the modern ones in 

terms of methods, time taken, tools used, as well as the motivation behind it. Some of the top 

revolutions etched in history are the French, American, Russian, Iranian, and Latin American 

manifestations. Scholars who have studied revolutions have covered all aspects including causes, 

type, and successful degree but the definition of the “revolution” itself varied from one school to 

another. Many theories were created and applied to explain the phenomenon of a “revolution”. 

The paper will rely on two theories to cover the main theme of the study; one for the analytical 

part and another for the narrative part.  

 

4.1. Davies “Revolutionary Gap” Theory of Revolution 

 This theory will be applied for the analytical part. Davies (1962) stated that “Various 

statistics as on rural uprisings, industrial strikes, unemployment, and cost of living may serve as 

crude indexes of popular mood”. He concluded that major revolutions usually happen when a 

long period of economic and social development are followed by a short period of sharp reversal 

which creates a revolutionary status. From this concept, he introduced the “J Curve” theory of 

political revolutions or the “pre-revolutionary” status which examines the relationship between 

the rate of achievement, aspirations and expectations which lead to a revolutionary gap that 

instigate people to revolt. The theory seeks to explain the appearance of the revolutionary status 

in terms of the people’s rising aspirations with the decreasing achievements witnessed in the 

phase.    
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Figure 2: Relationship between rate of achievements, aspirations & expectations (adapted 

from Davies) 

 

Source: “A Theory of revolution”  

 In the context of the Egyptian revolution and in the attempt to find the reasons of the 

revolutionary gap, Davies’s theory is not meeting the pre-revolutionary status, mainly the high 

economic development, though the theory matches the situation after the revolution. The study 

will apply the theory as a “pro-revolutionary” status trying to find reasons that led to the 

revolutionary gap, where phases of the revolution will be divided into four stages dominated by 

different actors. Each phase has witnessed achievements carried out by the phase leader, and 

aspirations will be perceived as the revolutionary demands which were positively correlated with 

these achievements. However, due to chaos and instability, expectations went down while 

people’s aspirations kept increasing, something which created the revolutionary gap. Davies also 

stated that the larger the revolutionary gap, the longer and the more violent the revolution may be 

and this will also be seen in the study through the narrating of the revolution’s events. 
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4.2. Brinton’s Theory on Revolution  

 This theory will be applied for the narrative analysis of the phases of the revolution. It is 

a broad theorem formulated by Brinton (1966) who, by studying the British, French, Russian and 

American revolutions, argued that while we must not expect revolutions to be identical; there are 

common features among them. For Brinton, there are stages of the revolution; 

a- Firstly, bringing definite groups into clear opposition, government use of force to prevent 

the revolution, and the monarchy shows clear inability to rule, 

b- Moving to the moderate phase, where a new government comes trying to make reforms, 

c- Moving to the radical phase, where radicals get to power supported by people, and who 

win because they are well-organized, disciplined, and principled. Radicals want to 

maximize changes, 

d- Transfer to the terror radical control, and  

e- Finally, the military restores power again.   

 Surprisingly these stages are similar to that of the Egyptian revolution, with slight 

difference in the “terror radical phase” where the country did not witness this kind of terror by 

radicals. Concerning the last stage also there is a difference, where there is a wide debate among  

some commentators believe it to be a military restoration of power, while others describe it as 

mere uprising initiated by people but implemented by the military forces as a respond to people’s 

demand.   
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V. EGYPTIAN REVOLUTION IN COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE 

 

 History has witnessed many revolutions that varied in terms of methods, duration and 

ideology, resulting in major changes in the social, economic and political aspects of the society. 

“Every new generation needs a new revolution”, Thomas Jefferson, 3rd President of the United 

States. 

 Great revolutions in history usually result in significant changes in society. As witnessed 

in the French Revolution of the 18th Century, the ending of the monarchy era and the 

announcement of new human rights values came to prominence, whereas the Romanian 

revolution was marked by ending of the communist regime. The general aim of any revolution is 

to change the current system and substitute it with another to achieve the people’s demands.  

 The Egyptian Revolution of 2011 shared similarities with some of the revolutions known 

in history, such as the French and the Iranian revolutions, and still the Egyptian revolution enjoys 

several features different from both. In their attempts to analyze the Egyptian revolution, some 

believe it will go as the Iranian one mainly “Religious” regime due to the appearance of an 

Islamic force in the scene, namely the Muslim Brotherhood. Others believe it will move to a new 

era of democracy and human rights as the French one due to the slogan chanted during the 

Egyptian revolution which was almost same as the French one.  

 However, the Egyptian revolution is neither the French nor the Iranian revolutions. 

Therefore, we have to make a comparison, find similarities and differences to be able shaping the 

features of the Egyptian revolution, which despite enjoying common aspects with other 

revolutions, still is unique in modern history. 
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 As mentioned before, reasons of any revolution differs from country to country but one 

of the oldest reasons behind revolutions is “inequality” be it social, economic or political which 

mostly leads to violence and disorder. In this concern, one common reason among others that led 

to the three mentioned revolutions is inequality and as stated by Nagel (1974) assuming the 

relationship between income inequality and political stability  taking the form of an inverted U-

shape, he found that an increase in inequality will increase the social discontent and 

consequently lead to political instability. Based on Nagel’s work, a study by Thorbecke and 

Charumilind (2002) explained that “income inequality is regarded as the crucial factor leading to 

social conflict, and political instability. High inequality could lead to a lower level of democracy, 

high rent-seeking policies, and a higher probability of revolution”.  

5.1. Comparison between the Egyptian and French Revolution 

The French revolution is one of most important revolutions in history, taking place in 1789-1799. 

This was a period of radical social and political upheaval in France that had impact on French 

history and more broadly throughout Europe. Since then, France was transferred from an era of 

absolute monarchy to new era of rule of law and human rights with new principles.    

 

a) Similarities between Egyptian and French Revolution: 

 Former President Mubarak’s 30 years ruling shared some similar features with the Feudal 

system practiced in the 18th century in France in terms of the regime being corrupted, and 

oppressing people, while only the regime enjoyed the country’s fruitful economy. Upper classes 

in both countries were in direct relation with the authorities and enjoyed special privileges. Both 

Louis XVI of France and Mubarak of Egypt lived isolated from their people, and the common 

people did not have power or freedom in politics. On the contrary these people worked hard with 
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no appreciation of their efforts. The society can be described as “the rich became richer, and the 

poor were getting poorer”. Reasons behind the people’s revolt were the economic, political and 

social inequalities including high taxes and prices with low wage while the lower classes were 

unable to afford their daily basic needs. The slogan of both revolutions was almost same; in the 

French revolution it was “Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity”, and the Egyptian one was “Bread, 

Freedom and Social Justice”. Revolutions were started by a massive number of leaderless angry 

people who went to streets protesting against their regimes. Moreover, women played an 

important role and participated with men calling for their rights and democracy. Both revolutions 

passed the same stages namely the liberal phase, moderate phase, radical phase, and military 

coup. However, in Egypt the last phase is a controversial issue as some analysts described it as 

military coup, while others believe it is a revolution.   

b) Differences between Egyptian and French Revolution: 

 The French revolution was violent with non- peaceful protests from the very beginning. 

Taking three years to topple the regime, massacres began after the overthrowing of the monarchy 

in 1792 started by the execution of the king, his wife and the regimes figures. As for the 

Egyptian revolution, with its peacefulness and civilized way, it introduced a new style of 

revolution that would be recorded in history. People’s main chanting was “peaceful, peaceful”, 

toppling the regime in 18 days, and there was no violence or bloody revenge but the president 

and the regime figures were arrested for fair judgment. In France, Louis XVI was arrested and 

relieved of all his titles and awards, while in Egypt, Mubarak was arrested and tried before, not a 

military or an exceptional court, but a civilian court. He was sentenced to life in prison after a 

fair trial. 
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 Applying the struggle of power between the key players of both revolutions, the French 

revolution passed by three phases dominated by each player over 10 years; 1- the constitutional 

monarchy, where the human rights declaration was announced and the overthrowing of the king, 

2- the revolutionary republican attached with revolutionary trials, dominated by revolutionary 

figures but turned out to be terror, 3- the greater bourgeois returning to power again but failing to 

manage the internal and external problems and calling the army to help ended with military coup. 

As for the Egyptian revolution, that will be analyzed in details afterwards, passed by four phases; 

1- youth overthrowing the regime, 2- military force managing the transitional period, 3- elected 

religious force, and 4- massive uprising overthrowing the regime.  

5.2. Comparison between the Egyptian and Iranian Revolution 

 The Iranian revolution also known as the Islamic Revolution took place in 1979, refers to 

events of overthrowing Shah Mohamed Pahlavi and replaced by Ayatollah Khomeini, the leader 

of the Revolution. 

a) Similarities between the Egyptian and Iranian Revolution: 

 The day February 1st 1979 in Iran was much alike 2011 in Egypt, both witnessing the 

largest gathering of people during the revolution named the “million protest”. Regimes were seen 

as oppressive, corrupt, and there were direct relations between businessmen and politicians. Both 

presidents were close allies of the US and supported by them. The regime deepened the “One 

Political Party” policy which was the ruling party while the opposition had certain limits and 

apparently a minor share in the political process. Both regimes witnessed economic changes 

based on capitalism that had negative impacts on various social classes. Both presidents did not 

recognize the modern spirit of people, and underestimated their mind and potential. 

Communication networks played a major role in the revolution organization and gathering, 
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where in Iran it was held through religious institutions and in Egypt through social networks 

such as Facebook, Twitter and Youtube. 

 In the case of Iran, the low GDP per capita in the years before the revolution can be 

considered as one of the reasons for revolt due to the fact that according to the UN Statistics 

Division, in 1965 GDP per capita was $245 and increased slowly to reach $369 in 1970. As for 

the case of Egypt, the CIA Factbook Report 2011 stated that Egypt “from 2004 to 2008 

aggressively pursued economic reforms to attract foreign investment and facilitate GDP growth. 

Despite the relatively high levels of economic growth in recent years, living conditions for the 

average Egyptian remained poor and contributed to public discontent”, and “income inequality 

reached 34.4 in 2001”.  According to the World Bank data base, Egypt’s GDP per capita clearly 

declined during the years 2002-2004 reaching $1251, $1159, and $1082 respectively (despite the 

high economic growth at that time).     

b) Differences between the Egyptian and Iranian Revolution: 

 Leadership is the most significant feature of Iran’s Revolution with leader “Imam 

Khomeini”, which may be true that without him the revolution would not have been achieved. It 

is because of having Khomeini that the revolution was not hijacked by other internal powers or 

elements of the overthrown regime. In Egypt the revolution was leaderless, and this led to mere 

differences over the elected regime upon the overthrowing of Mubarak’s regime. In Iran, Islam 

was the ideological resource for gathering the revolutionary forces and the army was destroyed 

after the revolution. In Egypt there was no such Islamic ideology or religious slogans where the 

revolution was secular and the army handled the state and took power for a one year transitional 

period until the presidential election was carried out.  
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5.3. What is unique about the Egyptian Revolution? 

 From the mentioned comparative analysis, we can tell that the January 25th 2011 

Revolution enjoys unique features which make it different from other revolutions recorded 

within the Arab Spring or those that occurred in the previous global ones, and even different 

from those witnessed in Egypt in 1919 and 1952. This is different in being unprepared, starting 

as demonstrations against the regime, and formulated to become a revolution. It started by young 

people, using the visual world known as social networking of Facebook, Twitter and Youtube 

and bringing the revolution to the real world. The use of this technology highly characterized the 

revolution. The number of protestors reached 20 million all over Egypt who were leaderless with 

secular slogans. Protestors were from different social and political backgrounds including 

women, whose voice was heard. Based on history there are three types of revolutions that topple 

regimes; military, external force, or popular ones, which usually take years to succeed with an 

unlimited number of dead people. Egypt’s revolution was a popular one but toppled the regime 

in 18 days and the number of dead did not exceed 850, as mentioned by the Egyptian Health 

Ministry. Literature on revolution states that a new regime replaces the old one by violence, but 

what is specific about Egypt’s one is the peacefulness and civilized awareness, something that 

captured the international community. What contributed to the success of the revolution is the 

great ability of the people to have the common sense of revolution. Commenting on Mubarak’s 

stepping down on 11th February, 2011, President Obama gave speech stating: 

 

“Above all, this transition must bring all of Egypt’s voices to the table.  For the spirit of peaceful 

protest and perseverance that the Egyptian people have shown can serve as a powerful wind at 

the back of this change”. 
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 Additionally to be mentioned is the stance of the military force that stood beside the 

people in the January Revolution instead of protecting the regime given the fact that former 

President Mubarak was a military commander. They did not seize the power but managed the 

transitional period for one year until holding presidential elections. However, their appearance 

again on the scene in 2013 through deposing the elected president had different circumstances 

and will be tackled in the coming chapter.    

5.3.1. CAUSES OF THE EGYPTIAN JANUARY REVOLUTION 
  
 The main purpose here is scoping the different aspects of Egypt’s life under former 

President Mubarak to figure out the reasons which instigated the revolution. In their attempts to 

figure out causes of the revolution, some studies attributed reasons to social, economic or 

political factors. The study will prove that reasons are mixture of all factors; for instance the 

political reasons included ruling the country for over 30 years through the “emergency law”, 

police brutality, lack of fair parliamentary and presidential elections and the ruling heredity file. 

As for the economic reasons, they include high unemployment rate, high inflation, lack of public 

services such as education, health, and transportation, as well as low income and rising 

inequality. In Davies’s (1962) economic interpretation of the cause of revolutions it is seen that it 

can be reflected on Egypt. He states “Various statistics--as on rural uprisings, industrial strikes, 

unemployment, and cost of living--may serve as crude indexes of popular mood” 

 Mubarak had ruled Egypt with a controlling hand since 1981 until his stepping down 

after the January 2011 Revolution. He served as the fourth president for Egypt and his reign was 

the longest among others ruled Egypt. At the beginning of his ruling, his relationship with the 

people was a honeymoon period that did not last long. However, just because he had single 
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handed control over the state does not mean that he did not accomplish anything positive during 

his 30 years era.  

 Analysis shown in the coming part will include interviews conducted during the thesis 

writing with 20 people from various backgrounds, political affiliations and ages to figure out 

their view and one of the questions raised to them was about the causes of the revolution. It was 

found that reasons which played major roles in bringing out the January Revolution are mixed 

between direct and indirect ones which formed and prepared a proper climate for overthrowing 

the regime. The people’s demands were clearly reflected in the revolutions simple slogan “Bread, 

Freedom and Social Justice”.    

5.3.1.1. Direct Causes of the Revolution  

  “Capitalism” was related to Mubarak era and it started during previous president Al-

Sadat’s administration, but expanded during the Mubarak period namely economic capitalism. 

During the 1990s, a series of International Monetary Fund (IMF) arrangements aiming to relieve 

Egypt’s massive foreign debt helped improve the macroeconomic performance. Egypt was 

committed under these agreements with the IMF to transfer public properties to private ones, 

stop protecting the national industry and cutting public investments finance. In this concern, 316 

public companies were subjected to this new agreement. This economic reform program, 

generally aimed at reducing the size of the public sector and expanding the role of the private 

sector is known as privatization. 

 Referring to reasons behind any popular discontent, Schlumberger (2011) stated that 

"Economic stagnation, widespread poverty, inequality, and high unemployment contributed to 

the growing discontent. These in turn are closely linked to the political stagnation brought about 

by authoritarian regimes who were more concerned with weeding out opposition and challenges 
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to their power and feeding their own pockets than to focus on economic and human development 

for the population at large”. In Egypt, the economic deterioration, especially for the low and 

middle class, was one of the main reasons behind the people’s protest. Ahmed El-Sheikh, an 

Islamic Revisionist (23 years old) mentioned “brutal capitalism” is one of the features enjoyed 

during Mubarak era, which consequently had negative effect on the economic situation among 

certain classes.  

 Egypt has enjoyed a period of economic growth since 2004 based on the International 

Monetary Fund report because of the economic reforms carried out, the report stated “It [Egypt] 

launched bold reforms in 2004 that, along with a favorable external environment, have triggered 

an impressive acceleration of growth, to 7 percent in 2006/07”. 

Figure 3: Egypt’s per capita growth 

 

 

Source: IMF, World Economic Outlook database (October 2007)  

 Despite these reforms, most people still suffered a decline in their living standards 

because of the lack of social and political reforms that did not cope with the rapid economic 

changes in society. As mentioned by Hossam Ragheb, former Advisor to the Minister of 
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Administrative Development (52 years old) “young people were frustrated because of the idea of 

the unfair distribution of wealth, and their frustration was based on the social reforms that were 

not taken seriously by the government”. 

 It can be observed that the privatization policy helped improving the economic growth 

and GDP per capita; however, growth was accompanied by an unprecedented rise in income 

inequality, and also the public assets privatization have contributed to corruption. According to 

the International Labor Organization, the average Egyptian worker works 48 hours per week 

with low wages, which do not suffice for basic daily needs.  

 In 2004, Mubarak appointed a new cabinet where its economic team has simplified and 

reduced tariffs and taxes, improved the transparency of the national budget, revived stalled 

privatizations of public enterprises and implemented economic legislation designed to foster 

private sector-driven economic growth and improve Egypt's competitiveness. The economic 

situation witnessed total change with this new government known as the “technocrat or 

businessmen government” and the privatization programme which was later renamed as the 

“asset management programme” saw a shift under this government. However, the government 

was accused under the privatization process of wasting public money. Moreover, the government 

applied the “early retirement” system to meet the privatization conditions as agreed with the IMF 

and World Bank and the number of victims of this reached 2 million workers. Since then, 

protests by the workers started to escalate. It is worth noting that from these labor strikes, the 6th 

of April Movement was established in 2008, led by young activists to support the industrial 

workers strike in El-Mahalla El-Koubra governorate. Furthermore, public anger spread when the 

food prices jumped 24 % during the 2007 world food crisis.  
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 On one hand, the IMF report 2010 stated that "sustained and wide-ranging reforms since 

2004 had reduced fiscal, monetary, and external vulnerabilities, and improved the investment 

climate”. Moreover, investors’ confidence in Egypt and appetite for risk has improved since 

March 2009, and the stock market reversed course, capital inflows resumed, and official 

international reserves have been rising." On the other hand, many Egyptians continue to live in 

real poverty. According to the CIA's World Factbook, about 20% of Egyptians lived below the 

poverty line in 2005. In this concern, a report by the World Food Programme in 2011 stated that 

“High economic growth in Egypt reached over 7 percent in 2008, but disparities still exist. The 

category of vulnerable people has expanded by over 20 percent between 2005 and 2008. The 

trend may continue if domestic inflation persists”. 

 Finally we can conclude that the economy was doing great in a wider sense in terms of 

considerable economic growth, though this growth was accompanied by rising inequality that 

reached unprecedented levels in Egypt and despite the economic growth, the real wages did not 

rise and in some cases it even declined. The government did not pay much more attention to this 

inequality; apparently they were focusing on the economic growth. Some analysts believe that 

“Mubarak’s opening to economic reforms very well could have played a role in his downfall. 

Lowering barriers to business formation often makes it harder for the regime to retain power” 

according to Townsend I. Professor of Law, adding that “Mubarak regime’s fatal mistake was 

not its failure to pass reforms. Rather, it was that it took half steps toward liberalizing the 

economy - without taking the further steps required to complete the nascent democratic reforms 

it initiated in 2006”.  

 Governments during Mubarak era failed to recognize the full potential of young people 

who represents 25% of population according to UNDP human development reports in 2010. In 
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the last 10 years since 2000, a new youth generation appeared highly educated but did not find 

appropriate jobs. According to the Egyptian Central Agency for Public Mobilization and 

Statistics, the total unemployment rate increased to 12% in 2012, from 9% in 2001, and the 

“youth unemployment” rate increased from 28.2% in 2000 to 29.7% in 2011. According to the 

Population Reference Bureau report in 2010, 700,000 new graduates were competing for 

200,000 jobs. Thus, it is not surprising that the January Revolution was initiated and carried by 

young people and is sometimes known as the “Youth Revolution”.        

 

Figure 4: Population by age (2010) 

 
Source: UN Population Division 

 During the Mubarak era there was no direct presidential elections instead there was a 

presidential ballot as a “Yes/No” referendum on Mubarak which usually comes out 90% “yes”. 

In 2005, the first multi-candidate presidential elections was conducted which resulted in the 

reelection of President Mubarak with 88% of the vote. Many people have criticized the result and 

described it as fraudulent. At that time there were calls for international monitoring but was 

rejected by the Egyptian authorities. Based on this new article of the multi-candidate presidential 
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elections, Mubarak called for the amending of the constitution, which instead of making it easier 

for candidates to participate it made it more difficult for independents to run for the post.  

 

 As for the parliamentary elections held in the same year of 2005, it was fully criticized by 

local and international media with the Washington Post describing it as “Egypt’s Ugly Election” 

where thugs prevented people from going to the polling sites as the opposition candidates were 

strong and 10 people reportedly were killed. An evaluation was made on this election by the 

Independent Committee for Elections Monitoring stating that “On many levels the 2005 

parliamentary elections failed to sufficiently meet international standards for a true democratic 

electoral process. In short, the Elections were considerably deficient in freedom, fairness, and 

transparency.” The peak of the parliamentary elections fraud witnessed in 2010 where the ruling 

party won 97% of seats and almost no seats for the opposition was something which frustrated 

people and cut any chance for change by legal means. International rights groups stated that 

these elections lacked transparency and witnessed violations at the polling places. Observers 

from “Freedom House” said it was the most fraudulent in the Egyptian history. An official of the 

Egyptian Organization of Human Rights said "This year we have gone back to the tradition of 

marking ballots”, and a report released by the organization mentioned that "Violations have 

marred the electoral process from the beginning to the end,". An opposition official Abdel Galil 

el-Sharnoubi said "The elections revealed the real intention of the regime - to unilaterally take 

over the Egyptian political arena," The Guardian 2010. These elections resulted in 

demonstrations and riots that spread nationwide where people protested against the alleged fraud 

which excluded all oppositions.  
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 During the last fifteen years of the Mubarak era corruption was a status that any simple 

citizen could feel, it was spread in all sectors including education, health, housing, transportation, 

etc. Egypt earned a score of 3.4 out 10 in the Berlin-based Transparency International‘s 2005 

Corruption Perceptions Index, which is compiled through surveys from 10 institutions. 

Figure 5: Corruption Perceptions Index in the world, 2010 “Egypt” 

 
 

 The grid of favoritism is considered as factor of corruption and it was witnessed within 

the governmental and non-governmental institutions through appointing figures from the inner 

circle of the regime as government officials, especially for critical posts. Moreover, the main 

reason behind the increasing corruption can be considered as the lack of supervision and 

accountability in the governmental institutions. A study released by the Arab Reform Initiative in 

March 2011 showed several cases of corruption during the Mubarak era and concluded that “The 

strong well-positioned actors whether within the state circles or their business associates, 

maximized their gains by grabbing public assets and occupying advantageous market positions”. 
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 Another critical issue to be mentioned under Mubarak is the “ruling hereditary”, it was 

very clear that Mubarak was preparing his son Gamal to be a possible successor to him. This was 

something that was rejected by citizens for many reasons including the idea of “hereditary rule” 

and that Egyptians already suffered a lot under Mubarak especially when his son appeared in the 

political scene. In 2000 Gamal become chairman of the Future Generation Foundation, which 

was considered as a step in his political career and in 2002 he became General Secretary of the 

Policy Committee in the Ruling Party. At the same time, he was not accepted by the opposition 

parties, and many articles were spread in the media criticizing the idea that Gamal could be a 

possible president. In this concern, a movement was found in 2004 named “Kefayia” (Enough), 

its main slogan expressed the rejection of a fifth term for Mubarak as well as the succession of 

his son. General Seif Al Yazal, security expert said "He [Mubarak] allowed his son to become a 

very powerful identity in the country. He started a system of transferring the new administration 

to him to be the new president after Mubarak." 

 Furthermore, one of the most important causes behind the revolution is “the Emergency 

law” that was passed in 1958 but enacted in 1967 during the Arab-Israeli War. It was meant to be 

used only during war, for internal disorder and in natural disasters. However, it has been 

extended every three years for almost the 30 years of Mubarak’s era. The law was stated to face 

disasters threatening the national security on one hand, and on the other hand it imposed 

measures and constraints on personal rights and freedom of opinion. The law allowed police 

officers to arrest individuals whom they suspected, declare a state of emergency nationwide 

whenever there is danger to security, search people and places without restrictions, monitor 

newspapers and publications, permit the executive authority to refer civilians to military or 

exceptional state security courts, and prohibit strikes and demonstrations. In this regard, the law 
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violates the constitutional principles in terms of the separation of powers, rights to privacy, 

freedom of opinion, and fair trials. “Under the cover of a 30-year state of emergency, Egypt’s 

security forces, in particular the now dissolved State Security Investigations (SSI) service, have 

committed gross human rights violations.” Amnesty International reported. 

 

 Another main reason and this may be the first behind the revolution was police brutality. 

The reason of choosing the day of January 25th as a day of revolt was to coincide with the 

“National Police Day” to protest against abuses exercised by the police. Police brutality is 

directly related to the emergency law, which permits some police officers to arrest whoever they 

suspect without regulations. Abdul Rahman Mansour (25 year old), mastermind behind the 

revolution, stated that one of the main reasons is the continuous torture imposed by police 

officers generally and towards Islamists specifically. This is the reason behind Islamists’ massive 

participation in the revolution. Even some police officers recognize this truth about the police 

institution, and A.A police officer (34 years old) confirmed that mistakes carried out by police 

security was one of the reasons behind the revolution and according to him the task of police 

officials changed from protecting the street to controlling oppositions, more specifically from 

“criminal security” to “political security”.  

 Finally to conclude the above analysis, all of the interviewees with their different political 

affiliation and social classes almost gave the same reasons behind the revolution which also met 

the study analysis. No wonder that people from different class categories, economic situations, 

political affiliations, and ages participated in the revolution. All of the people were obviously 

frustrated from injustice in all sectors and yearned for change. A report carried by the Arab NGO 

Network for Development in 2011 stated that “Development justice is a key part in the course of 
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Arab revolutions because it correlates with the demands of freedom and development to build an 

economic and social system based on dignity, liberty and equity, and this was the main demand 

of protesters in the entire region and what led them to this profound change” 

5.3.1.2. Indirect Causes of the Revolution  

 Beside the above mentioned reasons, there are assisting or indirect catalysts that 

instigated the revolution which cannot be considered as the main reasons as some analyst believe, 

however they should be mentioned.   

 Undoubtedly the Tunisian Revolution is one of the main catalysts that inspired Egyptians. 

Starting on the 18th of December, 2010, until the 14th of January, 2011, Tunisians were able to 

topple the dictatorship headed by former President Zine El-Abidine Ben Ali. The main icon of 

the Tunisian revolution is Mohamed Bouazizi, a 26 year old who set himself on fire protesting 

against police mistreatment. People gathered to support him and demonstrations started against 

the police brutality. On January 4th Bouazizi died of his burns. “The Tunisian revolt refocused 

the Egyptian oppositional movement on the goal of overthrowing Mubarak and fueled hopes that 

such a goal was possible.” Lim (2012) 

 Similar to Bouazizi of Tunisia there is “Khaled Said” of Egypt, one of the victims of the 

police brutality – who is considered as the icon of the revolution- was arrested under the 

"emergency law" and beaten to death by two police officers on June 6th 2010. Khaled’s photo 

was shared after his death on all social network and it outraged people. A few days after his 

death a Facebook page "We are all Khaled Said" was created and shortly attracted hundreds of 

thousands of followers, becoming Egypt's biggest rebellious facebook page. "We are all Khaled 

Said" is not just a name for the victim”, Wael Ghonim [creator of the Facebook page] said “but it 

was a feeling, we were all of these young Egyptians who could die, and no one would be held 
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accountable”. Although the group initially was used to distribute information about Said’s death, 

it gradually expanded to include political discussions and began attracting more young people. 

The page called people to meet on 25th Jan. nationwide to peacefully protest against police 

brutality. It is worth noting that Khaled was awarded a human rights award in 2011 in Berlin and 

was also honored by the United States President, Barack Obama.  

 Another reason that instigated the revolution was a massive explosion that happened on 

the 31st of December 2010 on "New Year Eve" day, a bombing of Al-Kedeseen Church which 

left 25 dead, and 100 wounded. A few days after the attack, Christians took to the streets 

protesting in massive marches. They were outraged when the authorities gave credit to an "Al-

Qaeda" affiliated network for the attack instead of finding the real criminals behind this attack. 

People were outraged against the regime and its way of dealing with big issues such as this. 

 In this regard, the direct factors are the main reasons which instigated the revolution 

including economic, political and social aspects which lasted long in society, but the recent 

indirect reasons were important in mobilizing the people to break their silence that lasted decades 

under the Mubarak regime. The interviewed revolutionaries agreed that these reasons where the 

ones that pushed them to reject the regime governing them and were looking forward to 

adjusting the system. As Mandel (1989) said “When the majority of the people refuse to be 

fooled and intimidated any longer; when they refuse to stay on their knees; when they recognize 

the fundamental weakness of their oppressors, they can become transformed overnight from 

seemingly meek, subdued and helpless sheep into mighty lions”.  
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VI. ANALYTICAL PERESPECTIVE ON 25th JANUARY REVOLUTION 
  

 This chapter will apply Davies’s theory, where he analyzed the “pre-revolutionary” status 

or causes behind the revolution through examining the relationship between the rate of change of 

achievements, aspirations and expectations which led to a “revolutionary gap” status. However, 

as mentioned before, concerning the Egyptian context the study will apply Davies concept with 

“pro-revolutionary” status through analyzing the relationship between achievements, aspirations 

and expectations carried by the revolutionaries on one hand and the rulers of each phase on the 

other hand, seeking to prove that mismanagement and confrontation between them led to a 

“revolutionary gap”.  

 Moreover Brinton’s theory on the stages of revolutions will also be applied to cover the 

narrative analysis part of the Egyptian revolution starting with the revolutionary oppositions, 

passing by the transitional period, ending with the military coup. However, in Egypt the final 

stage is a controversial issue, where some analysts interpret it as coup while others believe it is a 

mere popular uprising because it was initiated and carried out by people. 

 Furthermore, this chapter will answer the questions raised by the study namely; 

� How the January 2011 Revolution’s “key players” namely young people, military 

generals and Islamists have interacted during the two year revolution? 

� Why the power diffusion and struggle among key players led to an increasing 

revolutionary gap that resulted in the June 2013 popular uprising?  

 To answer these questions, the chapter will be divided into phases chronologically based 

on the sequences of events started by young people, who made the revolution, delivered to 

military force that managed the transitional period and ended with elected Islamist ruling. This 

last phase did not last long, as on the president’s first anniversary in 2013, the opposition 
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revolted in a massive uprising which led to his overthrowing. The revolution has three key 

players’ namely young people, military force and religious force; where in each phase there was 

a power controller with a major role while the other two players had a minor role. The study will 

prove that these players contributed in achieving instability occurred over the revolution period 

due to the different priorities for each, and the mismanagement witnessed among them.  

Figure 6: Interaction between “key players” in four phases (2011-2013) 

 

MB: Muslim Brotherhood (Religious force) 

SCAF: Supreme Council of Armed Forces (Military Force) 
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 The first phase was dominated by youth, the second phase was headed by the military 

force with interaction between youth and the religious force, the third phase was dominated by 

the religious force with youth interaction, and the fourth phase was dominated by the military 

force once again. The purpose of this chapter is stating events and finding mistakes carried out 

by each player, while supporting the findings from interviews conducted (during the thesis 

preparation) with people selected from different political affiliations and occupations to give a 
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deeper view. In addition, other interviews already carried with people through media during the 

revolution will be utilized. Due to the many events that have occurred over the two year period, 

the study will focus on the main incidents and peaks. As Khaled Fahmy, an Egyptian Prominent 

Historian, said, 

"It is people who make history, not generals or leaders … But if it is the people who make 

history, then they should be the ones who write it and read it as well.” 

 

6.1. Phase I: Overthrow Mubarak regime by “Young People” 25th Jan. 2011 

 For the last decade, there was a thought amongst the public that youth will never 

participate in the political scene and most of them don’t take it seriously. However, this proved 

to be wrong as the young people are the ones who prepared for this great revolution. This 

revolution stunned the whole world with its peacefulness and broke the fear barriers inside all 

Egyptians. The Egyptian National Human Development Report 2010, focused on youth, defines 

youth as those aged between 18 and 29, and this definition will be used when referring to the 

term “youth” in this study. 

 In this phase there was no struggle or interaction among key players, because the young 

people were the main players on the scene and even when the military force intervened on the 

revolution’s fourth day, its major role was taking the task of security away from the police force, 

protecting protestors and buildings, and achieving stability and security.  

 Most of the studies that covered the Egyptian revolution focused on the 25th January 2011, 

“The Day of Revolt”, but they paid less attention to preparations carried out for this day. These 

preparations were full of details and it is very important to recognize youth’s contribution and 
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how they reached the idea of the 25th of January, which they never imagined would turn into a 

“Revolution”.  

 Mahmoud Samy, (25 years old), responsible for the public work in the 6th April 

Movement, said ten days before the revolution a coordinating meeting was held in the office of 

the “Youth for Justice and Freedom Movement” with representatives from the movement, as 

well as the 6th April Movement, the Campaign for Supporting Al-Baradei and Change Demands 

to figure out how to manage the demonstrations. Samy came up with the “snowball” idea as he 

named it where he suggested not going for direct demonstrations against the regime but to start 

marches from high population local areas and use simple slogans close to the level of the living 

standards of these areas so that many people can join. They agreed on using only economic 

slogans in marches against high prices of oil, sugar, benzene, and bread. He believed that this 

idea will encourage people to join and break the fear barrier inside them. On the same day, a 

popular video was broadcasted on the Youtube channel by Asmaa Mahfouz, a member of “6th of 

April Movement” calling people to demonstrate on the 25th of January against police brutality.  

 From another side, Mohamed Abbas (28 year old), former member of the Youth 

Coalition of the Revolution and founder of the Current Egyptian Party (Al-Tayar Al-Masry) said 

that there was coordination with “Hesham Mubarak Law Center” which is working in the field of 

human rights. It cooperated with the above-mentioned movements in training young people in 

recognizing their legal rights at demonstrations in the case of being arrested by police officers, 

 The Revolution of the 25th of January was not randomly selected, it is the “National 

Police Day” and, as mentioned in the previous chapter, Police brutality was one of the main 

reasons behind the revolution. Therefore, the day was meant to be a demonstration against 

violence exercised by the police. 
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 At the time, where most local and international media and studies -covering the 

revolution while happening-, they attributed the initiative of the Egyptian uprising to “Wael 

Ghonim”, a Google marketing executive. It was found afterwards that the real mastermind was 

Abdel Rahman Mansour (25 years old). During the interview conducted, he stated that he came 

up with this idea of demonstrating against the police, especially after the brutal beating to death 

of “Khaled Said”. Mansour and Ghonim created page on facebook “We are all Khaled Said” 

which announced and called for the 25th of January demonstrations. The name of Mansour was 

not mentioned earlier in the media and among the public because on the 17th of January he was 

called to serve his obligatory military service. His friends feared putting him at risk during his 

service if his name was mentioned.  

 On the 25th of January, based on the “snowball” idea marches that started from popular 

areas, the number of people started to increase, until demonstrations relocated to Al-Tahrir 

Square, also known as Liberation Square, which became the central location for demonstrations 

during the revolution. Based on Samy’s interview, marches were faced with the riot combat 

police and cordons were keeping them back. Due to the huge amount of people, they were able 

to break the cordons and reach the square. Over three days, there were huge demonstrations but 

the police forces were able to push them out of Al-Tahrir using tear gases. Demonstrations 

started with slogans against the political, economic and social deterioration and ended with “The 

people want to bring down the regime” and “Down with Mubarak”. These huge demonstrations 

hit first in Cairo, Alexandria, Suez and Port-Said governorates. Some protestors were arrested by 

the police and the “Front to Defend Egypt Protesters” was publishing the names of protestors 

being arrested daily. The Front to Defend Egypt Protesters was formed as a legal and human 
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organization, freedom committee, NGOs, and provides support for people being abused while 

exercising their rights in protesting.  

 Concerning the stance of the Muslim Brotherhood, (MB) the largest opposition religious-

political organization in Egypt, towards these demonstrations, from the very beginning, 

Mohamed Abbas said that the “MB Guidance Office announced that they will not participate in 

25th January demonstrations, however any member was free to join. On the 27th of January, the 

Guidance Office announced its official participation in demonstrations”. 

Commenting on the 25th of January Day of demonstration, which was not expected by the 

domestic or world leaders, former US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton said "Our assessment is 

that the Egyptian government is stable and is looking for ways to respond to the legitimate needs 

and interests of the Egyptian people".   

 As for the government response to this day, the Minister of Interior, Habib Al-Adly in an 

interview with Al-Ahram newspaper asked intellect and wise people to speak with those young 

people and raise their awareness towards their love to the country which they will rule one day. 

 Thus, it is worth mentioning that Mohamed Morsi was arrested on 27th January with 34 

other members of the Muslim Brotherhood and sent to Wady Al-Natron prison”, a Muslim 

Brotherhood spokesman said. 

 The day known as “Anger Friday” on the 28th of January was the most important day in 

the revolution. It witnessed the largest number of demonstrations during the revolution, as well 

as the burning of ruling party buildings and police stations nationwide. Due to chaos witnessed 

that day, many police stations were opened and prisoners escaped. Some analysts attributed it to 

the Muslim Brotherhood, with the assistance of foreign hands. When asked about this, Mohamed 

Abbas denied it, confirming that “prisons were opened by local people who were being abused 
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and oppressed under police brutality since long and they were gaining revenge on the police by 

damaging these prisons”. Conversely, other analysts believe it was thugs of the regime that did it, 

to spread chaos and fear among protestors.  

 One of the decrees made by the government, that was criticized internally and externally, 

was the cutting off the internet and cellular phone communication after recognizing its power, 

speed and extraordinary capacity for gathering and organizing protestors. Mainly through 

Facebook, Twitter and Youtube, social media played a very critical role and was a new tool of 

revolting. “We use Facebook to schedule the protests, Twitter to coordinate, and YouTube to tell 

the world", an anonymous activist said. The internet was cut off on the 28th of January for one 

week.  

 

Figure 7: Internet Traffic on January 27-28 

 

Source: Arbor Networks Chart of Egypt Internet Activity 
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Figure 8: Cutting Internet from 28/1 to 3/2/2011[point 1 to 2] 

 

Source: Google Transparency report  

 After the escalating clashes witnessed between protestors and the police, President 

Mubarak gave a speech asking police forces to withdraw, to be replaced by the army forces. Also, 

worth mentioning is that during the time lag between the police withdrawal and the army 

intervention, which was almost 4 hours, massive chaos ensued, where some public and private 

properties were damaged or stolen.  

 It is worth noting that during the 18 days before being overthrown, Mubarak gave three 

speeches. The first one was on the 28th of January, where he dissolved the government and 

appointed General Omar Suleiman Head of the Egyptian Intelligence Service as Vice President 

[the first vice president during Mubarak era]. He stated the following;  

"What happened throughout these protests extends beyond looting, chaos and fire to a 

larger scheme aimed at shaking stability and an attack on legitimacy ... I have asked the 

government to present its resignation today and I will name a new government starting 

from tomorrow ... to effectively deal with the priorities of this current 

phase ..”(Mubarak’s 1st speech) 
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 Upon this speech, people were angry because the speech did not fulfill their aspirations 

and demands, moreover Mubarak appeared after three days of clashes between the police and 

protestors and already many were wounded and killed. According to Mubarak’s instructions, 

upon midnight the army took the security control. Although Mubarak imposed a curfew, the 

number of protestors going to Al-Tahrir and other squares was increasing and they kept insisting 

the “people want to bring down the regime”.  

 Commenting on Mubarak decree, Mustafa Al-Naggar a prominent activist and former 

parliament member said "This is a failed attempt - he is done with." A new government was 

sworn in by oath on the 31st of January. This did not receive approval from the revolutionaries, 

because the appointed Prime Minister was the Minister of Civil Aviation in the resigned 

government. Thousands of people took to the streets rejecting this decree. 

 The first “million” demonstrations were witnessed on the 1st of February. Clashes did not 

stop and violence, including the looting and burning of stores, was increasing. Mubarak came 

with his second speech on the 2nd of February which was described by analysts as an “emotional 

appeal” where he stated that the chaos and instability going on cannot be accepted.  Furthermore, 

he stated that some political forces had their own private agenda behind this chaos and rejected 

the chance of national dialogue. He added that the constitution would be amended and he would 

work for the transfer of power in a way that would fulfill the people's demands. Finally, he 

outlined that this new government would fulfill the people's demands and hopes for political, 

economic and social progress. 

  “I will say with all honesty -- and without looking at this particular situation -- that I was 

not intent on standing for the next elections, because I have spent enough time in serving 

Egypt,…I have lived in this country. I have fought for it. I have defended its sovereignty and 

interest, and I will die on its land, and history will judge me and others.”(Mubarak’s 2nd speech) 
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 This speech put the people under pressure, and some analysts named it as a “divide and 

conquer” tactic because the reaction of people was so diverse after this speech. It could be seen 

as the “peak” which shook families and protestors, where they started thinking of letting 

Mubarak complete his period and finished within 6 months. On the other hand, some protestors 

believed that this would be the hardest and toughest 6 months and that Mubarak would get 

revenge on all people that called for and supported the revolution.  

 

 Unexpectedly, on the second day there was an attack on protestors in Al-Tahrir Square by 

Mubarak supporters, who went to streets in small groups. The protestors did not respond back 

and kept chanting “Peaceful” (referring to their protests), until thugs came on camels and horses, 

trapping protestors. This event was named in media as the “The Battle of Camels”, that left 14 

dead and thousands wounded. The attack was seen as attempt by the old regime to break up 

protesters. On the 4th of February, known as the “The Day of Departure”, people insisted on the 

overthrowing of Mubarak. In a very great scene, Muslims were praying in Al-Tahrir Square 

while Christians were surrounding them for protection. From the 4th to the 9th of January, 

demonstrations were massively increasing and this week was named the “Week of 

Steadfastness”. The army played a great role over this period, since it took control of protecting 

protestors from thugs. 

 Abbas stated  that meetings held with the Vice President Omar Suliman and the “Wise 

Men Committee”, in attendance of young activists to reach a solution, adding that some activists 

refused to meet any of the old regime men, or carry any negotiations because as he mentioned 

"our demand was clear that we need to bring down the regime”.  
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 On the 10th of February, all of the world’s media agencies announced that Mubarak will 

resign and even activists started celebrating.  Wael Ghonim, a prominent activist, mentioned on 

his twitter account “Mission accomplished, Thanks to all the brave young Egyptians”. 

Afterwards, Mubarak gave his last speech, which was the most disappointing among public 

because it came after great expectations that he will step down. However, he spoke about 

changes he planned to carry out, confirming he will stay until his period was finished, but he 

passed authority to his Vice-President where he stated: 

 

  “I am telling you before anything, that the blood of your martyrs and the injured will not 

go in vain. And I would like to affirm, I will not hesitate to punish those who are responsible 

fiercely. I will hold those in charge who have violated the rights of our youth with the harshest 

punishment stipulated in the law… I have delegated to the vice president some of the power - the 

powers of the president according to the constitution.”(Mubarak's 3rd speech) 

 

 After the speech, people were enraged and angry. They echoed “We will not leave, he 

[Mubarak] has to leave” and decided to march to the Presidential Palace on the following day.  

 On the 11th of February, the number of protestors gathered in Al-Tahrir Square reached 

two million people, and surrounded the presidential palaces in Cairo and Alexandria. Mubarak 

found there was no alternative but to resign and by 6pm, Vice President Omar Suleiman 

appeared on television to announce the end of Mubarak’s 30 years ruling: 

 
 "Citizens, in these difficult circumstances the country is going through, the President 

Mohamed Hosni Mubarak had decided to leave his position as the president of the Republic, and 

had entrusted the Supreme Council of the Armed Forces to administer the nation’s affair" 
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 Moments later, people were celebrating, praying, crying with happiness, packing up and 

cleaning Al-Tahrir Square, while chanting "We have brought down the regime”. The Ministry of 

Health, as well as Amnesty International, announced that total number of dead over the 18 days 

reached 846 with 6467 injured. Conversely, the Ministry of Interior stated that from their side, 

182 police officers had died with 7731 injured.  

 The most important to be mentioned about the demonstrations over the 18 days was that 

they were non-ideological with the participation of women and men, poor and rich, Muslims and 

Christians. These 18 glorious days have changed the future of Egypt and showed the potential of 

the Egyptian people but missed some peaks which cannot be considered as mistakes made but 

steps that should have been taken. In order to observe these uncovered points interviews were 

carried out with people and it was perceived that most of them agreed on the idea that protestors 

should have had an agenda and chosen a national leader to represent the revolution. Also, they 

should not have left Al-Tahrir Square after Mubarak stepped down and should not have given all 

power to the military force without having any guarantees. Their demands should have been 

more specific because the revolution slogan was so general. Briefly, the protestors did not 

prepare for the situation after Mubarak’s stepping down and therefore, gave all power to the 

military force, which was mandatory with the non-existence of a leader.    
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Figure 9: The action plan of 25th January 2011 marches (original maps) drawn by Samy 
“mastermind behind the idea of Snow Ball” 

 

Map no. 1 “Independence Declaration”  

 

 
Map no.2 “Independence Declaration”  
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6.2. Phase II: Transitional Period by “Supreme Council of Armed Forces” 11th Feb. 
2011 

 
“An army is always a copy of the society it serves - with this difference, that it gives social 

relations a concentrated character, carrying both their positive and negative features to an 

extreme”. Leon Trotsky (1930) 

 

 The military institution in Egypt has a different stand before and during the revolution 

unlike other countries, although Mubarak was a military officer but he did not rule the country 

with a military force. Head of the governmental entities were not military officials; on the 

contrary the military institution was an independent entity with special budget away from the 

country’s internal issues. Moreover, in similar situations in the Arab Spring 2011 when the 

military force intervened they stood with the regime as in Tunisia and Libya protecting the 

dictatorship, while in Egypt the military played an exceptional task in standing with the 

protestors, replacing the police forces, and were greatly welcomed by people. The Supreme 

Council of Armed Forces (SCAF), headed by Marshal Hussien Tantawy took power on the 11th 

of February 2011 and handed it to the elected President, Mohamed Morsi on the 30th of June 

2012. It is worth noting that the military force took power at a very critical moment in Egypt’s 

history, where riots, chaos, anger, security deterioration prevailed. They took power with its 

inherited political, social and economic problems from the overthrown regime. The one year 

transitional period witnessed clashes, political amendments and a high profile for Muslim 

brotherhood with a low profile for young people.  

 Once they took power, SCAF gave statements confirming that they will end the state of 

emergency as soon as the current circumstances were over, suspend the constitution, dissolve the 

Parliament, establish the Shoura Council, a committee to amend the constitution, and confirmed 

that they will temporarily manage the affairs of the country for a period of 6 months until 
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People’s Assembly, Shoura Council and Presidential elections are held. Moreover, recognizing 

the influence and speed of social media networking during the revolution and to be closer to 

young people, SCAF created a Facebook page on the 17th of February, to be the only official tool 

for communicating and publishing statements. These many decrees at the very beginning raised 

their credibility amongst people, whose aspirations were high after overthrowing Mubarak.  

 Commenting on the intervention of the military force in the scene, Jang and James (2012) 

stated: “The military plays a key role in upholding the territorial integrity of the nation-state. It is 

also what enables the state to maintain internal order if necessary to do so. However, if the 

military becomes a political player with active involvement in governmental affairs, there is a 

danger that it will play a role in hastening the reversal of the transition process”. 

6.2.1. Attraction and Repulsion between SCAF and Young People 

 The armed forces started their period by holding continuous meetings with young people 

from different groups, who had major and direct role in the revolution. They particularly engaged 

with the “Coalition of Youth Revolution” that included five major groups, namely 6th April 

Movement [liberal], Youth Movement for Justice and Freedom [social democratic], Campaign in 

Support of El-Baradei and Change Demands [liberal], Muslim Brotherhood Youth [Islamists] 

(who were dismissed afterwards from the MB and formed a party), Revolutionary Socialists 

[leftist] and the Democratic Front Organization [liberal]. Although these groups had different 

ideologies, they were able overcoming this difference and set the national interest as a top 

priority. The first meeting was held by the end of February, and the youth made their demands 

very clear, namely changing the government, releasing all political detainees, sending the 

protestors’ killers to trial, forming a presidential council and reforming the security institution. 
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 The first disagreement among the youth coalition on one side, and between the youth and 

SCAF on another side was in the 19th of March constitutional referendum, which was not 

welcomed by the Coalition as a whole but by members of the Muslim Brotherhood. The coalition 

stated that the referendum should not be carried out based on the 1971 constitution because its 

legitimacy officially was removed by the revolution; they believed that the constitution should be 

written from scratch. The coalition called for a “constitutional declaration” to determine the 

mechanisms of the transitional period, as well as the forming of a “constitution committee” to 

write the constitution. Moreover, some believed that the constitution should have be written 

before the parliamentary elections because there was a high expectation that Islamists would be 

the ones to dominate the parliament, which means the committee that would write the 

constitution would be dominated by them. While on the other hand, some parties believed that 

the constitution referendum approval would speed up the period of the military force being in 

power. Although both views had the same aim, mainly shortening the period of the armed forces 

being in power, they did not agree in how to achieve such aim; either through saying yes or no to 

the referendum. It is worth noting that the referendum included limitations on the presidency for 

a maximum of two terms, restoration of judicial supervision on elections, requirements of a vice 

president and easier access to the presidential elections. Finally the official results came as 

majority approval on the constitution. “The referendum created a gap between seculars and 

Islamists: seculars wanted a constitution to guarantee liberties and democracy. Islamists and 

SCAF wanted early legislative elections where the winner gets to draft the constitution” 

according to the Foundation for Defense of Democracies, (April 2013).  
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Figure 10: Results of 19th March Constitutional Referendum 

               Elections results by Percentage                                     Eelcions results by Governorates  

 
Source: Constitutional Referendum website  

 

 The second disagreement among the youth coalition was in the July protests concerning 

the resignation of the government. Although young people were the one who suggested the 

government head, but after a while they did not approve the government’s performance. They 

were divided within the coalition, as some groups approved the government while others kept 

insisting in the government resignation. From the other side, SCAF did not accept the idea of 

removing the government. “The months that followed the referendum reflected the rising divide 

across the political spectrum as well as mounting disaffection with the SCAF’s stewardship of 

the transition” according to the Carter Center Mission Report (2011-2012).  

 In June, a meeting was held between leaders of the armed forces and youth political 

forces but “disagreements and disorganization prevailed the meeting” as Al-Arabiya news said. 

The meeting covered some issues including the internal security deterioration, trial of the old 

regime figures and challenges of the coming phase but there were disagreements among 
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attendees due to their different perspectives. Even some of them left the meeting, stating that the 

military force gave unimportant statements, while others stated that most of the attendees are 

Muslim Brotherhood members not the youth revolution. Commenting on this, Mohamed El-

Kssas, a member of the Coalition of Youth Revolution, wondered “why the military force 

offered an open invitation for all political forces to attend, at the time the real revolutionaries are 

known where already SCAF has held various meetings with them”.  

 However to be mentioned is that one of the mistakes made by youth is the increasing 

number of political forces and coalitions that were established after the revolution, which 

reached 170, each having a different agenda, gradually they started losing their seriousness and 

credibility amongst the public. Division among youth became clear in terms of protests, political 

priorities, and even some of them had a minor view than the others, as Mohamed Gamal, 

founding member of Free Egypt Revolution Coalition commenting on certain protests: "some 

coalitions are unconscious of their acts and ask illegal demands"  

 Another clash happened in July between SCAF and the 6th of April Movement, when 

SCAF published in one of its official statements that “Some positive steps taken by the military 

forces conflicted with the personal interests of some political movements of private agenda and 

who start make strife between people and the armed forces. The strife which 6th April Movement 

seeks is only to negatively affect the positive steps carried by the armed forces. The armed forces 

call people not to listen to these calls and to confront it”. Commenting on this statement, if the 

military forces confirmed that this movement was working against the country why did they keep 

meeting them for five months and what is the evidence on the movement’s private agenda?  



 

53 
  

The gap between the military forces and young people became wider when they started arresting 

protestors and sent them to military trials, which did not even happen during the Mubarak era. 

The number of citizens transferred to military trials amounted to 12,000 during 2011.  

6.2.2. Clashes between SCAF and Young People 

 Many clashes occurred between the armed forces and protestors after a short time after 

taking power due to the fact that protestors did not feel any changes were happening, either in 

setting a fair trial for the old regime figures especially those arrested in the crime of killing 

protestors in the revolution, or others relating to the corruption cases. These clashes resulted in 

many wounded and dead, where the death toll reached 215, according to the “Arab Network for 

Human Rights Information” report in July 2013. Main clashes took place and were named by the 

places they occurred in, for example, but not limited to, 9th of March sit-in, El-Balloon Theatre, 

Maspero, Port-Said Stadium, Israeli Embassy, the Ministry of Interior, Al-Abbassyia, the 

Cabinet of Ministers, and Mohamed Mahmoud St. Each of these clashes had different reasons 

behind them. 

 The 9th of March 2011 sit-in happened one month after the military force took power, and 

was condemned by nine human rights organizations including the “Front to Defend Egypt 

Protestors”. On this day, the peaceful protestors, who returned to Al-Tahrir Square to insist on 

their demands of political reforms, were brutally attacked by thugs, who broke-down their tents 

and caught some protestors, with most of protestors were arrested therein. 

 Maspero clashes took place in October 2011, started by a march organized by a group of 

Christians towards Maspero (Television and Radio Union building) as a response to the 

demolition of a church in Upper Egypt. Clashes resulted in 28 deaths with 212 wounded. The 
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SCAF side stated that armed forces were attacked by this demonstration, while from the 

Christian side they said that the armed forces had attacked them.  

 In February 2012, a massive riot occurred in the Port-Said Stadium resulting in 79 death 

and more than 1000 wounded spectators. It was started by one of the team supporters provoking 

the other team and surprisingly, they were armed with stones, swords and knives. They started to 

attack the other team supporters, who tried to escape but they found the gates were closed. 

Hesham Sheha, an official in the Ministry of Health stated that “Deaths were caused by stab 

wounds, brain hemorrhages, and concussions” and the Health Minister Deputy said “It is the 

biggest disaster in the country's football history”. The Fact-Finding Committee of the Parliament 

released its report accusing the security agency and put all responsibility on them.  

 The Mohamed Mahmoud St. clashes witnessed in November 2012 resulted in 38 deaths 

and 3800 wounded, where the security forces used violence in attacking protestors at Al-Tahrir 

Square and removed their tents. The protestors were demanding SCAF reform promises, mainly 

a power transition to civilians, and the formation of a “national salvation” government. The 

protestors replied by throwing stones at the forces and tried to attack the Interior Ministry 

building located in Mohamed Mahmoud St. and other security buildings nationwide. Violence 

escalated between both sides, and the government submitted its resignation to SCAF following 

the three day clashes. Furthermore, protestors started gathering and chanting in Al-Tahrir Square 

"The people want to overthrow the Marshal" referring to Marshal Tantawy, SCAF Head. 

Responding to people’s demands, Marshal Tantawy appointed a new government head and 

called him to form a “national salvation” cabinet, and stated that the armed forces will accelerate 

the timetable for transferring power by mid 2012 at the latest, and the constitution will be set 

within two months.   
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 In December 2012, upon the appointment of a cabinet head, protestors continued protests 

in Al-Tahrir Square then moved to the Cabinet of Ministers headquarters, in the same area of 

down town. They refused the appointment of the new prime minister due to the fact he was a 78 

year old who did not represent their young spirit, as well as being one of the old regime figures, 

serving as prime minister for three years under the Mubarak regime. In order to contain this 

anger, the new prime minister promised to include young people in his cabinet, but protestors 

still rejected him. Clashes occurred between protestors and security forces resulting in 17 deaths 

and more than 1000 wounded, according to the Head of Egyptian Ambulance Organization.  

 Many campaigns were raised by young people against the military force during this 

period such as the “Popular Campaign for Solidarity with Military Victims and No Military 

Trials for Civilians”. These campaigns were mainly rejecting the military force’s way of dealing 

with protestors on the ground. 

 Overall, we can tell that these clashes were one of the main reasons behind young 

people’s negative relationship with the military forces, especially with the number of people who 

died during this period. Young people had the feeling that SCAF was not dealing seriously with 

referring killers to court, whoever they were. We can conclude that the military forces’ credit 

amongst young people was gradually declining, especially with their attempts to ban strikes, 

arrest protestors and referring them to military courts. The military force was using its hard 

power through force in a way to control riots, while the youth were using soft power through 

demonstrations which unfortunately ended in clashes. Furthermore, youth who took to the streets 

to demand “bread, freedom and social justice” were totally excluded from the political scene, and 

they found themselves fighting with two great powers namely the military and religious forces. It 
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is because of those youths that the military force was forced to make agreements with the 

religious force in order to avoid the youth revolutionary spirit, which was attached with high 

expectations towards change. The misunderstanding between young people and the military 

force can be described as a clash between two different generations; one of them is revolutionary, 

even in taking decisions, while the other prefers negotiations and slow steps. In an interview 

carried out with Ali El-Raggal (2011) “A difference between us and the older generation is that 

their mental structures are part of the old system. We are at a critical moment now in the 

revolution because the revolutionaries cannot lead the state. The old generation has stepped in to 

provide leadership. I accuse the older generation of being responsible for much of the mess we 

find ourselves in now”. 

 Thus, young activists admitted their mistakes later in 2013, as mentioned by Mustafa Al-

Naggar, founder of Justice Party in an interview: "Youth need to work more with the people. 

Limiting the revolution to protests is a mistake." On the other hand, SCAF did not take the youth 

seriously, who were divided into many groups with different demands, and there were many calls 

by public figures and officials for them to unite in one entity which never happened. In an 

interview carried out in 2013 with the prominent opposition leader, Mohamed ElBaradei, on the 

frustration felt by many revolutionary youths, he said “A large part of why we lost control over 

the revolution and our ability to fulfill its goals is the divisions that took place among the youth. 

Today, youth feel they have been robbed of their revolution, But, this is because they were 

divided. Every one of them [considered himself] a new Che Guevara. Everyone wanted to speak 

on TV." 

 We can tell that youth division and disunity were some of the reasons behind their fall in 

this period, especially that some groups were trying to monopolize the revolution and struggled 
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to reach power through media. Young people were mistaken when they limited the revolution to 

Al-Tahrir Square and neglected simple demands of the public. Malk Sultan, a revolutionary 

lawyer, believes that the military forces opened the door to young people to speak with 

governmental officials, and to be involved in the government’s work with its bureaucratic 

complicated problems which showed the youth weak skills in dealing with real issues, because 

they practically had no idea about Egypt’s economic or political problems in deep. Interviewees 

also agreed that young people did not have one clear vision or practical reform during this whole 

period, and therefore the public preferred to go with the military institution as the remaining 

institution on the ground. While one of the interviewees Saad El-Shater, son of Khairt El-Shater, 

the Muslim Brotherhood Deputy Guide, stated that the main mistake carried by young people 

was from the very beginning “sitting on the negotiation table with the old regime”. However, not 

to only blame the military forces, interviews carried out with youth leaders such as Mustafa Al-

Nagar, AbdelRahaman Mansour, Ziad El Elaimy, and others blamed themselves for bringing 

down the regime without having plan for building a new one, while also blaming the old regime 

for not creating a good atmosphere for qualified youth. Also, they blamed businessmen, who 

cared for their private interests and did not finance any of the youth political forces, whose main 

challenge was that of a lack of finance. In addition, interviewees agreed on a mistake made by 

the military institution, which was carrying the constitutional referendum and speeding up the 

holding of the parliamentary and presidential elections which were expected to be dominated by 

Islamists.  The revolutionary gap was increasing between youth, who had great aspirations for 

achieving the revolution goals, and SCAF, whose steps were not meeting these aspirations. 

 Hatem El-Kady, former Head of the Information Decision and Support Center, 

mentioned “Young people were busy collecting small gains of the revolution, and were divided 
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into ineffective small groups in political parties”. However, Sultan blamed young people from 

another aspect, stating that “one of the grave mistakes taken by the revolution youth is that they 

welcomed the armed forces meetings speaking in different issues as if these young people 

control everything and they forgot that there is no democratic transition from the previous 60 

years ruling regime to a new regime without detailed negotiations”, he also added that “young 

people should have negotiate with MB instead of attacking their communications with the 

military force”. Some observers believed that negotiations between the armed forces and MB 

came at the expense of the young people or in other words, the military force gave too much 

importance to the Muslim Brotherhood and ignored the young people.  

6.2.3. Attraction and Repulsion between SCAF and Muslim Brotherhood 

 There have been many talks about negotiations carried out between the military force and 

the Muslim Brotherhood “MB” during the transitional period; some analysts called it 

negotiations to avoid confrontations, while others called it a deal seeking private interests. Malk 

Sultan, a young revolutionary and lawyer, analyzing the relationship between these two powers 

said “the military force was between two parties; a revolutionary youth who do not know how to 

negotiate and a reformist Muslim Brotherhood who are professional in negotiations and of 

course the military force had to choose the Muslim Brotherhood”.  

 In an interview carried out with Mohamed Abbas (28 years old), former member of the 

Youth Coalition of the Revolution and founder of the Current Egyptian Party, mentioned that the 

Muslim Brotherhood did not join any of the protests against the military force, which were 

carried after the revolution, but was the only one which was against the “supra-constitutional 

principles document” which was not serving their agenda. After the revolution’s success, The 

MB showed their situation of being against protests and in one of the sit-ins namely “8th of July” 
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the Islamists forces including the MB denounced the activists protesting in Al-Tahrir Square, 

stating that these activists were pushed by foreign agents and seek division between the military 

force and people.  

 The first agreement carried out between SCAF and the MB was in the 19th of March 

Constitutional Referendum which was greatly welcomed by the MB stating in a conference held: 

“the constitutional referendum considers as the first road to the peaceful transition to power”. 

Surprisingly, they did not only approve the referendum, but they published on their website an 

article accusing those who are rejecting the referendum as partaking in a suspicious campaign, 

financed by the United States, to promote the rejection. This moment was seen as the first break 

between the young people, the opposition and SCAF. 

 Due to the criticism raised by the negotiations between SCAF and the MB. The MB 

Supreme Guide, Mohamed Badie, stated in April that they will never allow any rift to take place 

between the armed forces and the people, and he denied the existence of any deals with SCAF on 

the political path over the coming period. Maha Azzam (2012), Institute of International 

Affairs, Chatham House, commented on the MB’s stance on the military forces “It [Muslim 

Brotherhood] knows all too well the strength of the military establishment in Egypt and its 

support for the previous regimes that justified the repression of the Muslim Brotherhood. 

However, it has been patient and has shown pragmatism in its approach to the SCAF, knowing 

that if it played its cards correctly by not confronting the military head on, it could form the next 

government”.  

 Concerning the situation of the MB’s participation in the parliamentary and the 

presidential elections, Badei confirmed that their percentage in the parliamentary share will 

never exceed one third of seats, aiming to give the opportunity to other political forces of 
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participation. Their slogan for this election was “Participation not Domination”. On the other 

hand, the MB Vice Guide, Khairat El-Shater, confirmed that they made it clear they will not 

participate in the presidential elections and if any member resigned and ran for elections they 

would never support them even if it was himself.  

 From the SCAF side, the understanding relationship with the MB was significant and in 

July, General Mohamed Al-Assar, a SCAF member gave a speech at the UN Institute of Peace 

stating that “Day by day, the Brotherhood are changing and are getting on a more moderate track, 

they have the willingness to share in the political life … they are sharing in good ways.”  

 The first repulsion happened between SCAF and the MB in November, before the 

parliamentary elections on the so-called “Supra Constitutional Principles Document” which 

gives higher authorities to the armed forces. This was rejected by all political forces, youth 

movements and public figures. As mentioned previously, this was the first protest that the MB 

joined against SCAF.  

 Before making the final preparations for the coming parliamentary elections, a 

conference was held in November where General Mokhtar El-Molla, SCAF member, confirmed 

that “SCAF is committed to holding the parliamentary elections on time and handing over power 

to an elected president before the end of June 2012”. 

 In December and before the announcement of the parliamentary election results SCAF 

announced the establishment of an Advisory Council to assist them in decision making, and to 

include members from different parties. SCAF stated that this council will be responsible for 

setting the criteria to form the constitutional assembly to write the constitution, as well as 

drafting the presidential election law. A confrontation happened between the MB and SCAF 

where the MB representatives withdrew from this council, especially after a SCAF member 
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stated that the coming parliament will not represent all Egyptian sectors and therefore the 

advisory council and cabinet will have to approve members to join the constitutional assembly. 

MB representatives withdrew from the council stating that "After participating in the initial 

negotiations, it became apparent that the advisory group will have a mandate beyond the 

transitional period headed by the military council…This would detract from the parliament and 

intervene in the formation of the founding assembly to draft constitution." Los Angeles Times, 

(December 2011). It can be determined that the forming of this panel was to let the military force 

supervise the constitution in a legal way. The parliament that exists should do this task but due to 

the expectation of Islamist domination on the parliament, the military was trying to prevent them 

from controlling the constitution assembly.  

 The first parliamentary elections took place from November to January (2011-2012) with 

an unprecedented number of voters (65–70 per cent). Elections were acknowledged to be free 

and fair by most observers. The election’s majority of votes went to Islamist parties; 47 % to the 

Muslim Brotherhood, 24% to the Salafis and 16 % to liberals, independent and secular 

politicians. “The People’s Assembly elections captured national and international interest and 

enjoyed broad participation by voters, political contestants, media, and civil society alike”, 

according to the Carter Center Mission report. After the parliamentary elections, with the 

majority Islamic domination, two legal strong forces became on scene; the military forces and 

the religious one. 
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Figure 11: Parliamentary elections, Seats won by party 

Islamists: Freedom & Justice “Muslim Brotherhood Party”, Nour: “Salafis Party”  

 
 

Source: www.Elections2011.eg 

 

Figure 12: Parliamentary results by parties 

 
Source: Al-Shorouk newspaper 
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 The external observer may believe that these results of an Islamists majority represent the 

Egyptian majorities’ full support to the Muslim Brotherhood, but actually there are many reasons 

to be analyzed for this majority. The fact that the MB are the most politically organized 

organization on the ground, they engaged in welfare and charity activities over the decades since 

their establishment in rural areas and Upper Egypt, therefore they were highly supported, 

Additionally, the non-MB members thought of giving them chance to observe their performance 

on the ground. However, the parliament was dissolved in June based on a ruling by the supreme 

constitutional court that one third of the seats in the parliament were invalid. The SCAF 

announced if any part of the parliament is illegal, then the entire body should be dissolved. This 

decree can be considered as the third confrontation happening between both forces.  

 Surprisingly the MB, who promised not to run for the presidential elections, witnessed in 

May a push for two candidates. The number of the presidential candidates reached 13 from 

different political affiliations. It was here that it started again, increasing the gap among young 

people, who did not agree on one candidate. Young people were severely divided between two 

candidates, whom from their view can represent the revolution goals. Due to this wide division 

both candidates failed to reach the second round because votes were separated among them. 

People were greatly disappointed, especially that the two names that made it to the second round 

were from the MB and an old regime figure. Revolutionaries had no choice at that time but to 

vote for the MB candidate with promises from him that he will achieve the revolution goals. 

Finally, “The results brought a historic victory to the Brotherhood, with Mohamed Morsi 

winning the runoff, with 51.726% while Ahmed Shafik gained 48.274%”, according to the Arab 

Initiative Reform report. 
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 Perhaps this final result of the presidential elections can be perceived as a summarizing of 

the situation in Egypt, which lasted long mainly because of the struggle and confrontation 

between the two strongest powers; the Muslim brotherhood and the old regime. While other 

forces seemed weak and had no real weight on the street. Moreover, it gives us another 

significant reason that the leaderless youth revolution can unite to overthrow a dictatorship 

regime, but when it comes to ballot boxes, youth should be led.  

 Interpreting the relationship between SCAF and the MB in deep over this one year 

transitional period, it can be seen as a “tactical compatible with strategic apprehension” as both 

forces were in need of having positive relations with each other in this critical period. The clear 

disagreement and confrontation started to appear when the MB dominated the parliament, 

although they promised they would leave space for the opposition. On the other hand, the 

polarization that happened between young people and the two forces can be attributed to the fact 

that young people wanted to change the whole regime starting from institutions, constitution and 

exclusion of all of the old regime figures from the political scene, while the MB wanted to stick 

to the so-called “roadmap” set by the military force. This would assist them without damaging 

the whole existing system until they reach power. However, young people’s trust in the MB can 

be concluded as described by the Arab Initiative Reform report that “There is no doubt that the 

Muslim Brotherhood is still the most organized political faction which has a great ability to 

mobilize masses. Nevertheless, its performance during the political transition has led to a 

significant decline in their popularity”.  
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 It can be observed that people’s aspirations were negatively related with achievements 

carried out during the phase. This was mainly due to the daily demonstrations which were in a 

way leading to economic and political deterioration, the slow trials of old regime figures which 

was one of the main demands of revolutionaries, and the results of the parliamentary and 

presidential elections that did not meet revolutionaries needs. This led to the increasing 

revolutionary gap between young people and the military force. However, revolutionaries 

believe that the revolution did not achieve its goals and they still dream of breaking the military 

forces and Muslim brotherhood dualism.  

 Interviewees, on the other hand, attributed the unsuccessful performance of the military 

force over this transitional period to the nature of their work, which is away from dealing 

domestically with civilians, as it is their first time to intervene in the political process and take 

the role of president, dealing with social, economic and political issues.  

 

6.3. Phase III: Presidency by “Muslim Brotherhood” 30th June 2012   

 The Muslim Brotherhood is an Islamist religious, political, and social movement, which 

is considered as the largest and best organized opposition political force, who were officially 

banned since 1954. They were working as a civil society organization and after the revolution, 

they were allowed to form the Freedom and Justice Party, where they can legally participate on 

the political scene.  

 Interviewees agreed on the major role played by the MB members and supporters over 

the first 18 days of the revolution, especially in being at the front line and protecting protestors 

inside Al-Tahrir Square”, but as seen in the previous phase their role with protestors afterwards 

totally vanished and they were involved with the military forces’ negotiations.  
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 This phase is dominated by the Muslim Brotherhood after their candidate, Mohamed 

Morsi, won the presidential elections, where the military force delivered the power to the elected 

president as promised and apparently disappeared from the scene. It is worth mentioning that 

although revolutionaries lost hope in both the MB and SCAF in the last phase and as mentioned 

by The Guardian in August 2012: “revolutionaries who participated in the ousting of the former 

president, Hosni Mubarak, in 2011 have remained opposed to the military throughout the 

transitional period, and have criticized the Muslim Brotherhood for what they see as the party's 

willingness to forgo the revolution in return for political gain”, Many of the non-MB voters 

voted for Morsi for two reasons: to avoid the other old regime candidate, and to give the MB the 

opportunity to prove themselves, who kept promising to fulfill the revolution goals. People 

believed that MB would learn from the Mubarak regime’s mistakes, especially after they were 

the ones who suffered the most oppression under the previous regime. Furthermore, Morsi 

confirmed in his electoral programme that he will solve the state problems including energy, 

electricity, security, and cleaning within 100 days through a “Renaissance Project”.  

 Morsi’s first bold decree a few days upon swearing oath was releasing 572 civil prisoners 

who were referred to the military court during the SCAF phase, followed by number of tough 

decisions including the cancelation of the constitutional declaration annex announced by the 

SCAF in June, which give them superior powers.  

 Morsi’s decrees also included the retiring of two top SCAF members, appointing a new 

Defense Minister, a new Government Head, and firing the General Intelligence Chief. After one 

month, he issued another decree releasing all people who were arrested since the January 

revolution, followed by dismissing the prosecutor general and ordering the re-trial of former 

President Mubarak and others, who were accused of killing protestors during the revolution. 
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These decrees were greatly welcomed by people and were seen as major pro-revolutionary 

demands. 

 Within these bold decrees, Morsi issued a constitutional declaration until approving a 

new constitution, where he seized extra powers including prevention of any court from 

overturning his decisions “immunizing decrees”, and protecting the constitutional assembly from 

any judicial intervention. Commenting on this decree Hamdeen Sabahy, a former presidential 

candidate stated: "Morsi is taking over the executive, judicial, and legislative powers in his hands, 

and this is a dangerous path,". Additionally, Fekri Mahkroub, a court judge, stated “what 

President Morsi did is an assault on the legislative and judicial system."  

 This decree can be seen as the first confrontation between Morsi and the non-MB and the 

political forces as well, because they interpreted it as setting the MB over the judicial power, 

which raises fear among all. However, MB supporters believe he did so to protect his decrees 

from the judicial institutions, which still was managed by the old regime figures. Protests 

returned again, rejecting the decree with members from the supreme judicial court, who saw the 

decree as an unprecedented attack on the independence of the judicial branch. Clashes between 

supporters and opponents left 80 wounded and one dead, as the Health Ministry Spokesman 

mentioned. From another side, the UN human rights chief, Navi Pillay, wrote to the President 

urging him to reconsider the decree and warned that "approving a constitution in these 

circumstances could be deeply divisive" according to the UN News Center, (30 November 2012). 

 An interview was carried with the president in the “Time Magazine” in December, and he 

commented on protests by people against the decree;  
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  “And this is very important. It’s their right to express, and to raise their voices and 

express their feelings and attitudes. But it’s my responsibility, I see things more than they do…. 

It’s not against the people, It’s with the people, coincides with the benefits.. If we had a 

Constitution, then all of what I have said or done last week, will stop.. When we have a 

Constitution, what I have issued will stop immediately” 

 

 It can determined from the beginning of the phase that the division and disunity among 

people was not same as witnessed during the military force period, which was seen as difference 

in political views, but in this phase the street was divided between MB supporters and opponents. 

The gap and anger kept increasing between both sides. On the other hand, there are differences 

among Islamists where the extreme Islamic religious “Gama’a Islamyia and Salafi Front” insist 

on applying the “Sharia Law” immediately that is based on the Islamic morals and holy book 

“Quran, while the MB preferred to go into mere politics first. 

 The public referendum on the constitution was announced by the president to take place 

in December, with calls of boycott from the liberals, who believed that the constitution assembly 

was Islamist dominated, and some articles included will have an adverse effect on the freedom of 

speech. In this concern, there were severe differences among judiciary bodies where some of 

them announced their refusal to supervise the constitutional referendum, while others believed it 

was their national role, which they have to carry away from their political affiliation.   

 Anti-Morsi demonstrations, which were supported by the liberal leaders, escalated over 

12 days and protests moved to the presidential palace, chanting against the constitution. Some of 

them carried slogans against the MB Guidance Office, with a few calls for the regime to step 

down. They believed that Morsi was taking instructions from the MB Guidance Office to serve 

their agenda, and not putting Egypt as the national priority. Clashes started between anti-Morsi 

protestors and police forces securing the presidential palace, but afterwards people supporting 
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Morsi attacked protestors, claiming they were protecting the president. This resulted in 644 

wounded and 6 deaths according to the Ministry of Health. The government called all parties to 

stop violence and hold a national dialogue. At the time, Abdel Menium Abul Fotouh, former 

presidential candidate and Head of Strong Egypt Party, put all the responsibility on the President 

stating that “replacing the security forces with Morsi-supporters is the beginning of the state’s 

collapse”. From his side, the president criticized the opposition for trying to incite violence 

against his legitimacy and called for the holding of a national dialogue. Upon holding a national 

dialogue with different political forces, the president canceled his decree but kept the constitution 

referendum date as it was. However, the liberal leaders boycott the meeting, whom they 

described as “fake” dialogues, as the prominent leader Mohamed ElBaradei stated. Moreover, 

four of the president’s advisors resigned after this event.  

 The first intervention for the army forces in this phase occurred after these clashes where 

announced as a statement on official TV, stating that “the army forces confirm that dialogue is 

the best way to reach agreement for the nation and people’s interests, otherwise we will be in 

dark tunnel with disastrous consequences, something which we will never allow it to occur”   

 However, despite calls from the liberal political forces to boycott the referendum, it was 

held with an approval of 63.8%. “The “yes” vote paved the way for a parliamentary election in 

about two months, setting the stage for yet another electoral battle between surging Islamists and 

their fractious liberal and leftist opponents” according to Al Arabyia news.  

 Interviewees perceived the Muslim Brotherhood’s attitude throughout the first six months 

as a clear attempt of domination in all institutions with no opportunity for other forces, and 

Hossam Ragheb, Former Advisor to the Minister of Administrative Development, stated “they 

are trying to control all seats in the government in the fastest way”.  
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 Clashes increased in January after a court ruled on one case of the clashes that occurred 

during SCAF period namely “Port-Said Stadium” which resulted in 79 deaths. People were 

dissatisfied with the ruling because they believed that police officers were involved in this clash 

and none of them were arrested. Protests refusing the court ruling resulted in 48 deaths with 

hundreds wounded, and anger raised in 11 cities, where authorities lost control. The president 

declared a state of emergency and a curfew in three provinces [witnessing clashes] for one month. 

Armed forces appeared in this event once again, replacing the police officers in streets. President 

Morsi stated “I have said I am against any emergency measures but I have said that if I must stop 

bloodshed and protect the people then I will act,". But activists in these cities were outraged and 

defied the curfew.  

 It can be determined that since the political disagreements witnessed starting from the 

constitutional referendum and declaration as well as the method of dealing with protests, liberal 

oppositions have boycott all negotiations with the presidency, and the president meetings were 

dominated by Islamist parties. In this attitude, the oppositions were mistaken because when it 

comes to the state interest, all parties shall negotiate to settle disputes away from their 

dissatisfaction with the president performance, especially that the opposition leaders have great 

influence on protestors, which usually resulted in dead and wounded civilians. Oppositions 

refused the president’s decrees after most meetings held, although they refuse to join and express 

their rejections in official meetings.   

 In his attempt to keep positive relations with oppositions and the armed forces, President 

Morsi ordered to withdraw all the legal complaints raised against the journalists, who were 

charged with insulting the president. A meeting was held between Morsi and the armed forces in 
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April, where both sides announced after the meeting that the president declared his full support 

to armed forces and rejected any abuse directed against it or its members.  

 People were dissatisfied with the government especially with the increasing electricity 

cuts and fuel disappearance. As one of the interviewees, Reem Gamal, (33 years old) mentioned 

“The president promised over the 100 days to solve problems of garbage, traffic, fuel, bread and 

restore security but there was zero achievements, also the benzene, solar and electricity were one 

of the most critical issues which the government failed to solve and we really do not know the 

real reason behind these sudden problems”, also she blamed Morsi that during his phase, which 

never happened before in Egypt’s history, people were widely divided due to the fact of his 

supporters and their way of dealing with people, to the extent people felt he was president only 

for his supporters, not for Egypt. Moreover, the “Nour Salafi” Party criticized the 100 days 

deadline to solve all problems, stating that the MB exaggerated their promises because they did 

not consider their capacity in facing the deep state which is full of corruption inherited from the 

previous regime.    

 In April a group of young activists announced a “Rebel” campaign [Tamarod] which 

sought to gather 15 million signatures on a petition calling the president to resign and to call for 

early presidential elections on his presidential anniversary of the 30th of June. A Rebel member 

stated that they thought of this idea because almost one year had passed since Morsi gained 

power and we did not feel any tangible achievements.  

 At this phase, it can be observed the hostility created between the president and his 

supporters from one side and the judicial bodies, and oppositions from the other side was one of 

the main reasons behind the increasing revolutionary gap. Yasser El-Husseini, (38 years old), 

stated that one of the grave mistakes carried by the MB during Morsi’s power was depending on 
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his men of trust and not on men of experience, beside his insistence on keeping the Prime 

Minister, who was criticized by most people and oppositions due to his weak performance.  

 In May the president made a government reshuffle where he included more MB members, 

something which dissatisfied people, who kept complaining of MB domination in all sectors and 

excluding other political forces. One of the interviewees, Dina Adel (28 years old), Dentist, 

commented on the MB domination that “ although I am anti-MB but I accepted when they came 

to power through fair elections, but the real problem is that they did not implement any of their 

promises and this fake “renaissance” project which we did not see anything from it”. As for 

Hatem El Kady (52 years old) Former Head of the Information Decision and Support Center, 

stated that one of the main problems is that the MB lacked the managerial skills, and they did not 

ask assistance from other forces due to a lack of trust.  

 From its side, the Rebel campaign announced that it gathered 15 million signatures in 

June and oppositions held a conference encouraging the campaign and its demands to force the 

president to hold early elections. On the other hand, Islamist pro-Morsi supporters held a mass 

rally supporting him. Many exclamation marks raised concerning this campaign especially the 

huge number they claimed gathered within this period with no supervisory authority on it.  

 It can be observed here that Morsi’s response to movement on the streets was as slow as 

what happened with Mubarak in the last days, where people’s steps were faster and the slow 

response increased their demands. In an interview carried out with Morsi on the 6th of June in the 

state daily Al-Ahram, it discussed the current situation in Egypt, blaming the former regime for 

many things including the power cuts. As for gas reduction he said "The previous regime set up a 

strange system whereby we would export gas cheaply while importing it at three times the 

price,". He stated that Mubarak left an era full of corruption and that gradually the current regime 
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is working to solve all problems. Moreover, commenting on the Rebel campaign, he confirmed 

his support to freedom of speech and criticism but he will not allow any violence and destruction 

of public properties. As for the call for an early presidential election, he described it as “farcical 

and illegitimate”. 

 From their side, the presidency launched a website “A Year of Egyptian Presidency Steps 

and Challenges” stating facts on achievements carried by the president. The page posted 

challenges over the year within 7709 protests, 5821 demonstrations and clashes, 24 calls for a 

million-march, and more than 50 smear campaigns against the president. The website covered 

files of social justice, democratic transition, economic indicators, security and crime fighting. In 

this, the presidency aimed at showing achievements carried over the whole year in comparison to 

the previous year through numbers and statistics, within the instability and challenges on the 

ground.  

 A governors’ reshuffle was held in the same month with six MB members added to the 

existing 16 ones, something which was again criticized by oppositions who believed that now all 

decision making will be under MB control. This decree led to other clashes between the 

president supports and opponents. 

 On 26th June, the president gave a speech which was supposed to be reconciliation but it 

felt more “provocative”. Morsi tried to maintain good relations with the army institutions, police 

forces and judiciary bodies in his speech, where he saluted them and confirmed their great role in 

the country over the two year revolution. 

 Moreover, Morsi admitted he was right and wrong in some cases and promised for more 

reforms with assistance to people as well; "I have discovered after a year in charge that for the 

revolution to achieve its goals, it needs radical measures." Then he moved to blame 
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demonstrations supported by oppositions, who are calling for his resignation, and criticized the 

opposition leaders for refusing to join any of the national dialogues carried out; "enter elections 

if you want to change the government" and he extended hands to them to join in on the roadmap. 

In describing the current status he said;   

 

 "Political polarization and conflict has reached a stage that threatens our nascent 

Democratic experience and threatens to put the whole nation in a state of paralysis and 

chaos .. The enemies of Egypt have not spared effort in trying to sabotage the democratic 

experience ..I took responsibility for a country mired in corruption and was faced with a 

war to make me fail” 

 

 The speech was not welcomed by oppositions, mainly secular and liberals who insisted 

on their demand of his resignation with early elections, while his supporters of the MB and more 

conservative Islamist groups confirmed that this demand by the oppositions was illegal and 

undemocratic.  

 The armed forces spread troops and armors near cities in expectation of the 30th of June 

protests. On the 30th of June 2013, millions took to the street surrounding the presidential palace 

and Al-Tahrir Square, calling Morsi to step down which was described by BBC as "The number 

of people protesting today is the largest number in a political event in the history of mankind”. A 

meeting was held between the President, Prime minister and Minister of Defense (SCAF Head) 

to discuss the situation and search for a way out of the crisis, while ten ministers resigned. In 

response to the increasing protests on the streets and the violent clashes which resulted in 700 

wounded civilians, the army forces issued a statement signed by General Abdel Fatah El Sisi, 

Minister of Defense stating that “The Armed Forces repeat their call to respond to the people’s 

demands, and give everyone 48 hours as a last chance to fulfill the burden of historical 
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circumstance … If the demands of the people are not met within this period, it will be incumbent 

upon us to announce a road map for the future and oversee measures to implement it.”  Upon this 

unexpected statement by the army, the presidency issued a statement replying; 

 

 "The president of the republic was not consulted about the statement issued by the armed 

forces, and some terms of the statements carry meanings that could cause confusion within the 

complex national atmosphere. The presidency confirms that it is going forward on its previously 

plotted path to promote comprehensive national reconciliation ...regardless of any statements  

that deepen divisions between citizens." 

 

 On the 3rd of July and by the end of the 48 hours, El Sisi addressed the people on the 

official TV channel, giving unexpected critical decrees mainly removing President Morsi from 

power, giving power to Head of the Supreme Constitutional Court as interim president until the 

holding of elections, and the suspending of the constitution. Responding to these decrees, the 

president showed up on TV, insisting on the continuation of the coming parliament with the 

current elected constitution, calling people to commit to the legitimacy of the constitution and to 

unite against any “illegitimacy” acts, confirming that “I will never accept any other legitimacy”. 

As for his supporters, they named these decrees as a “military coup”.  This speech was the last 

scene for the president as the military forces put him under house arrest and the Interim President 

was sworn in under oath on the 4th of July. 

 This unexpected decree taken by the military force was seen by them as reducing the 

violence and anger between anti and pro-Morsi supporters, preventing any expected civil war 

and most of all came as response to people’s demands, who demonstrated against Morsi. 

However, Morsi supporters and other anti-MB members believed that this was a military coup, 

which canceled the whole year’s democratic voting. By the end of this phase, the millions of 
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people who called for and supported the regimes overthrowing had high aspirations towards the 

military as the one who responded to their demands. However, it is very important to mention 

that not all January revolutionaries supported this decree, which they saw as illegal.  

 It can be seen at this phase that President Morsi made a lot of mistakes, especially when 

he separated himself from the revolution’s youth, and was attached more to the Muslim 

Brotherhood group. He missed many chances to fulfill the people’s demands, especially when 

they already had fear of the MB domination. However, the oppositions did not work with the 

President and they were influencing demonstrations in a negative way. People had high 

aspirations after overthrowing the Mubarak regime on one hand, and after they suffered under 

the SCAF transitional period on the other hand, but these aspirations did not meet the 

achievements held by Morsi.      

 

6.4. Phase IV: Popular Uprising 30th June 2013 

 As mentioned in the last phase, the president was overthrown by the military force 

through a popular uprising initiated by the “Rebel” campaign, and this replaced the president 

with an interim president, namely the head of the constitutional court with promises to hold 

elections within six months. However, there is a wide debate about this act carried out by the 

military where some analysts name it a “coup” will others believe it was a “revolution”.  

Interpreting this scene, some commenters believe that the military forces’ aim was to prevent any 

kind of civil war or as the military mentioned, “Responding to people’s call for help”. Especially, 

people’s anger was increasing daily and the number of people who took to the streets against 

Morsi was huge, almost the same as those who attended the January revolution against Mubarak. 

However, overthrowing an elected president raised anger among his supporters, who believed 

that this illegal act is meant to exclude the MB from the whole political scene. The military force 
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should have made another choice rather than ousting the first elected President upon the 

revolution.   

 Applying Davies theory for analyzing the reasons behind the increasing revolutionary 

gap over the above mentioned four phases, it was clear that the disunity and different views on 

managing the transitional period was the main reason which will be attributed to all of the key 

players. In each phase, achievements were very high at the beginning and met people’s 

aspirations but after a while the expectations of achievements declined due to the struggle among 

players and different forces. The demonstrations took over two years continuously, which hinder 

any chance for political improvement or a movement towards democracy. At the same time, 

young people’s aspirations on achieving the revolution goals kept increasing because they had 

the feelings that the revolution did not achieve any of its goals, only that Mubarak was removed 

as head of the state, but the system itself, with all its institutions, still exists. The revolutionary 

gap reached its peak, leading to the overthrow of the elected president Morsi. Whether this 

decree was right or wrong, it shows the wide gap witnessed among people, with their different 

priorities because those who are against Morsi’s overthrowing are not only from the MB but 

other supporters from different political affiliations.   
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VII. CONCLUSION & RECOMMENDATIONS  
 

 Egypt had a major change in its history marked by momentous event in 2011, however, 

this event did not achieve its fruitful results yet because the country witnessed instability at all 

levels; economic, social and political. The aim of this study was to understand the reasons behind 

its instability during the two years of “unfinished” revolution that witnessed an increasing 

revolutionary gap between the three key players of the revolution, namely young people, military 

generals and Islamists. Recognizing these reasons, they were analyzed through the interaction 

carried between the players over the revolution phases, which showed that the three players with 

their different generations have different priorities in means of managing the transitional period. 

They failed to reach an agreement. The religious and military forces were the most influential 

parties dominating the political process, due to the fact of their strong organization and 

experience in politics. On the other hand, young people, who initiated the revolution and who did 

great in overthrowing the regime, were excluded from the whole political scene due to their low 

skills in politics, their disagreement with the other two forces and the disunity within themselves. 

However, deterioration can be seen as a normal consequence after any revolution but the 

problem mainly lies in the division witnessed among people which is hindering any way for the 

democratic transition. 

 It can be determined that the revolutionary gap was increasing gradually between young 

people, who had great aspirations after achieving success in the January revolution, and the 

leader of each phase who had good achievements once they took power but gradually declined. 

Moreover, in each phase there was different kind of challenge which hindered the democratic 

path to start. Although the presidential and parliamentary elections were carried out, they did not 

last for a few months and were massively criticized by oppositions. What was mainly missing in 
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the revolution phases is the agreement on one democratic path after the overthrowing of the 

Mubarak regime, where each part insisted in implementing his agenda with its different ideology.  

 Also to be concluded is that young people who are yearning for change after 

overthrowing Mubarak are the most who suffered over these two years, because they did not find 

their aspirations with the military or religious forces and are still seeking to achieve the 

revolution goals. At the same time, they still do not possess the political skills to exercise their 

aims, and did not work to enhance their skills through one entity that could represent them.   

 Egypt is facing a critical moment in its history which will shape its present and future. 

The armed forces who are the current leaders shall settle disputes among all parties which is 

increasing, and shall move towards democracy through a call for an immediate “national 

dialogue” without excluding any and to include figures from the Muslim brotherhood, and the 

Mubarak regime. Both forces have many supporters and increasing anger between them is not 

beneficial for the sake of country, and conciliation will help reduce the significant polarization 

appearing in Egyptian society. However, those who were involved in any crime carried over the 

two years against peaceful protestors or those who are accused with the “greatest treason” from 

both regimes shall be referred to fair investigations. Young people’s main problem over the two 

years, which hindered them from joining the political process, was finance. Therefore, the 

government should help them establish an entity to represent them, with one selected leader to be 

agreed upon. The revolution did not achieve its goals by overthrowing the Mubarak regime, 

because the problem was not the head of the regime but the corruption that prevailed in all of the 

institutions. There is a need for all parties to put aside their political agendas and focus on 

Egypt’s interest, especially within the economic deterioration witnessed over the two years of 

revolution. A survey conducted in April and May 2013 by the Al Jazeera Centre for Studies, 
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stated that “the majority of youth aged between 17 and 31, said they supported the establishment 

of a civil state”, which means a type of regime far away from military or religious domination.   
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APPENDICES 
 

Appendix A:  
 

� Muslim Brotherhood 

http://www.ikhwanweb.com 

It is the largest Islamic movement and political opposition organization in Egypt and the whole 

Arab region. It was founded in Egypt in 1928 by the Islamic scholar and school teacher Hassan 

al-Banna as an Islamic, religious, political, and social movement. The movement initially aimed 

simply to spread Islamic morals and good works, but soon became involved in politics. They 

were officially banned in Egypt in 1954, but were working as civil society organization but after 

the January revolution they were allowed to form a party and join the political process. 

 

� Kefayia Movement 

https://www.facebook.com/Kefaya.Movement 

“Kefayia” (Enough) is a movement established in 2004, was the first to call for President 

Mubarak’s resignation and was against power inheritance. They gained a high profile in calling 

for the approval of the first constitutional referendum in 2005 which called for multiple 

candidates in the presidential elections.  

 

� 6th April Movement  

http://www.facebook.com/shabab6april?ref=ts&fref=ts 

An activist group established in 2008 to support the workers demonstrations at Al-Mahla 

governorate, called people to wear black and stay at home on the day of the strike. They became 

a political movement and played a major role in 25th of January Revolution and topping the 

regime.  
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� Coalition of Youth Revolution  

https://www.facebook.com/Coalition.Of.Youth.Revolution 

It includes five major groups namely the 6th April Movement [liberal], Youth Movement for 

Justice and Freedom [social democratic], Campaign in Support of El-Baradei and Change 

Demands [liberal], Muslim Brotherhood Youth [Islamists], Revolutionary Socialists [leftist] and 

the Democratic Front Organization [liberal]. It was founded after the January Revolution, and 

played the most important role in stating the demands of the revolution to the military force. The 

coalition was dissolved on the 7th of July 2012, stating that their role was ended by the 

presidential elections.  

 

� Kolena Khaled Said (We are all Khaled Said)  

https://www.facebook.com/ElShaheeed 

A prominent Facebook page founded in 2010 holding name of Khaled Said, a young man who 

was beaten brutally to death by two police officers. The page published a photo of Said after he 

died which attracted thousands of followers. The page aimed at publishing abuses carried by 

police against people. The page was the one announcing for that the 25th of January Revolution 

was a march against police brutality. Said became the January Revolution’s icon.  

 

� Ultras Ahlawy 

http://www.facebook.com/UltrasAhlawyCom?fref=ts 

A group supporting Cairo-based Egyptian Premier League football club Al-Ahly, founded in 

2007. They have played a major role in the revolution and in the street clashes with police. They 

were the chief defenders of Al-Tahrir Square. For four years before Mubarak's fall, Ultras 

clashed almost weekly with security forces in Egyptian stadiums and were subjected to random 

arrests, detention and intimidation. The Ultras' history of enmity with the regime made them a 
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perfect fit in the ranks of the pro-democracy protesters who engineered Mubarak's ousting. "We 

defend what is right, we don't brag and we don't accept credit for what we do," said the Ultras 

Leader Salah.  

 

� Al-Tahrir Square  

Tahrir Square [Liberation] was the focal point of the revolution demonstrations, where a million 

people usually gathered. It played a major role in reviving youth with many youth movements 

born from the square. Different classes, genders, political affiliations and religions shaped the 

imagery of change, which the young brought.  
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Appendix B: 

World Leaders Quotations on the Egyptian January Revolution 2011: 

 
During the Egyptian Revolution many of the world’s leaders gave speeches and quoted how 

proud they were of the Egyptian people for standing up for their human rights.  

 

� “We must educate our children to become like young Egyptian people” Barack Obama, 

President of the United States. 

 

� “We must consider teaching the Egyptian revolution in schools.” David Cameron, Prime 

Minister of Britain. 

 

� “There is nothing new in Egypt. Egyptians are making history as usual.” Silvio 

Berlusconi, Prime Minister of Italy. 

 

� “The people of Egypt are the greatest people on earth; and they deserve a Nobel Prize for 

Peace. To all Egyptians: Be proud to be Egyptian. Heinz Fischer, President of Austria 

 

� “Today we are all Egyptians.” Jens Stoltenberg, Prime Minister of Norway 
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Appendix C:  

Interviews conducted for the research during February - July 2013  

No. Name Sex Age Occupation 

1 AbdelRahman Mansour M 25 Mastermind of Jan. Revolution Day 

2 Mahmoud Samy M 25 6th April Movement member 

3 Mohamed Abbas  M 28 Founder member of Egyptian Current Party

4 Hossam Ragheb M 52 Former Advisor to Minister of 

Administrative Development 

5 Hatem El Kady M 52 Former Head of the Information Decision 

and Support Center 

6 Belal Soliman M 48 Head of Zoology Department & Former 

Dean of the Faculty in Suez University 

7 Mustafa Hamdy M 36 Political Researcher at the Cabinet of 

Ministers  

8 Mohamed Adel M 27 Media Researcher at the Cabinet of 

Ministers 

9 Hesham Assy M 30 Program Presenter at Egyptian TV  

10 T.N M 45 Government Official 

11 Radwa Ibrahim F 27 Deputy Managing Editor at Al Mal 

newspaper 

12 Saad Khairat El-Shater M 23 Son of Muslim Brotherhood Deputy Leader 

13 Yasser El-Husseini M 38 Manager in Private Co. 

14 George Sabry M 22 Student in the Faculty of Science 

15 Ahmed El-Sheikh M 23 Logistic Official (private co.) 

16 Dina Adel F 28 Dentist 

17 Yehia Abd El Fatah M 33 Army Officer 

18 A.A M 34 Police Officer 

19 Reem Gamal F 33 Physician 

20 Mina Nagy M 26 Writer 
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