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Abstract

A Study of Educational Paradigms
through an Analysis of the Goal and
Characteristic Items of the Middle

School Music Curriculum

Anna Kim
Interdisciplinary program in Music Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study began with a question: what are the purpose and values of
school music education as education is directed toward the enhancement of
personal and public competitiveness? 1 analyzed the education paradigm as
manifested in the goal and characteristic items of the music curriculum at
the time of each revision and categorized it based on an educational
perspective and contemporary philosophy of music education. Based on this
analysis, I researched how the changes in the knowledge required in school
education, resulting from social changes, should be identified and reflected

in the subject of music.
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I analyzed the goal and characteristic items of music education, which
are the basic principles and sources that establish the learning goals for
music education. The goal item establishes educational trends throughout the
curriculum and the significance of public education on the subject. In the
analysis, the core elements organizing educational contents, namely
educational universality, educational topicality, and subject uniqueness, were
used as criteria. The characteristic item, meanwhile, sets the purpose and
goal of the curriculum and the characteristics of teaching methods based on
the philosophy of music education. Therefore, the core concepts of music
education as aesthetic education and the experience-based philosophy of
music education, both developed by Bennett Reimer (1932-2013), and the
praxial philosophy of music education, developed by David J. Elliott

(1948-), were used as criteria in the analysis.

The analysis results show that the goal item, has gradually changed
under the influence of periodic educational trends, particularly its
presentation forms and organization contents. This change 1is especially
evident in both the forms and contents of the sixth curriculum, resulting
from the establishment of the characteristic item, subdivision of the
organizational system, and reflection of contemporary philosophy of music
education. The characteristic item has either embraced all the philosophy of
music education in the order of aesthetic, praxial, and experience-based

philosophy or attempted to maintain harmony among all three philosophies.

Reimer’s philosophy as aesthetic music education and Elliott’s philosophy
as praxial music education recently have been less influential. The
application of Reimer’s philosophy to the teaching method of music
education revealed its limits as a cognitive approach, while Elliott’s
philosophy has not accepted theoretical conceptions and has disregarded the

value of everything other than experiences. This suggests that a new
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philosophy of music education is required, which reflects the trends of
emphasis on integration and unification, in comparison to the separation of
subjects and departments which characterize the required knowledge changes

in education settings.

Based on the results of the analysis, I classified the paradigm of music
education into four different types: improvement of musical skills, pursuit of
musical uniqueness, focus on musical activities and experiental values, and
pursuit of pluralistic values. In light of the forgoing, I proposed required
roles of music education and direction of music curriculum. First, intrinsic
value of music should be regarded as a top priority. Second, intrinsic value
of music should address social needs and context due to the nature of
public education. Third, methods of enjoyment of music should be put to
greater focus on as the purpose of music education as a school subject is
not the nurturing of professional musicians. Fourth, ways to cherish the
uniqueness of music as an educational curriculum should be studied
continuously. Finally, the goals and characteristics should demonstrate why
musical activities and knowledges are important and essential, and should

further be reflected in the contents of musical activities.

Public education is not merely an activity pursuing efficiency; rather it is
an activity which is accompanied by social, cultural, and moral values.
Therefore, the academic importance of music should not be underestimated
by giving more, focus on its practical use and experiential activities. In
particular, it is necessary to understand the intrinsic worth and aesthetic

value of musical experiences in music education.

keywords : Curriculum, Music Curriculum, Educational Paradigm, Goal of
Education Curriculum, Characteristic of Education Cwriculum,
Philosophy of Music Education, Music Education as Aesthetic
Education, Praxial Philosophy of Music Education,
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