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ABSTRACT

A Study of Culturally Relevant

School Environment

Kim, Ga Young
Department of Ethics Education
Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study is to know several notions and the meanings of
school environment and to find the relation with multicultural
education. Also, this study is to examine the functions of the
school environment to the multicultural education and the
signification moral education. Specially, since there has not been a
study on the impact and the importance of school environment to
multicultural education, this study would be offered as valuable
study materials for schools and teachers to create the culturally
relevant environment in the future.

The environment with the factors where the students contact
directly is named as ‘Multicultural School Environment” or
‘Multicultural Class Environment’.

To signify the conceptual definition of it, this study is to find out
the factors of the multicultural environment, the meaning of
education and normality and the educational significance through
analyzing the contact theory and the theory of the Ecological

Curriculum.
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For this study, the method of case study was operated by a
field investigation. To discover the variety suggestion and the
educational implicature of actual elementary schools and middle
schools educational environment’s formation and distinctions,
observation and the interview method were used concretely.
Specially, for the school and the classroom environment, the study
was classified into two big categories, which were the Physical
Environment and the Social Environment.

It 1s to extend the discussion to the theoretical background and
the types of educational curriculums and the moral implicature as
the basis after analyzing the context of the two factors, and
searching for the similarities.

As results, I was able to deduct the following conclusions for
the suggestions of culturally relevant School Environment. Firstly,
when devising the education curriculum, the context and the form
for multicultural education should be considered. Secondly, since
the school environment is created for long time, it has the merits
of durability unlike the class environment, which is dynamic and
flexible. Thirdly, the most important factor in the school
environment 1s the principal who has the right philosophy on
multicultural education and the will to improve the environment.
Lastly, The teachers believe that multicultural education
environment should be developed with communal support.

The suggestion for the culturally relevant class environment,
and there should be environmental improvement for the teachers
to focus on the students individually and to recognize the students
as direct objects to educate. Also, it 1S necessary to have the
consonant component of class according to the students’ social
and emotion development stages. The teacher should try variety
of environmental formations and transformations to bring the

maximum effect of multicultural education in the limited -class
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environment.

This study has limits because it 1s difficult to develop the
standard scale. Therefore it wasn't possible to collect and analyze
the generalized sources for the concrete improvement of school
environment. It i1s necessary to have the professional knowledge
and social scientific researching methods of school environment. If
it would be possible for the following study to extend the classes
and the regions, the effective multicultural education would be
practicable by improving the school environment and the class
environment.

The schools and the society needs to have two important
features which correspond with the general principles and exclude
the discrimination and the bias with respecting diversity like
democracy. And being supportive and back up this idea would be
the power of school.

The basic factors of education with culturally relevant
environment school that formed and operated multicultural make
the students to become desirable members of the multicultural
society. It signifies the important suggestion of the direction in

development of multicultural education in the future.

Key words : multicultural society, multicultural education, school
environment, culturally relevant school environment,
ethical education

Student number : 2012-21403
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