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Abstract

A Study on the Multicultural

Education Environment of Japan

— Focusing on K region of Japan -

Son, Eun Hye
Dept. of Ethics Education
The Graduate Education

Seoul National University

As the number of foreign workers and international marriages
increases in Korean society, the number of multi—cultural students has
been gradually increasing in school education. According to the
announcement of the Ministry of Education (2014), the number of
multi-cultural students is increasing at the rate of 6000-8000 people
annually. It has increased up to seven times in the last eight years, as
compared to 2006, When it was investigated for the first time. Like
this, while the total number of elementary school students are declining,
the number of the multi—cultural students is increasing. This means
that the educational field of Korea has also become multicultural. So,
the purpose of this paper is to look back on how the korean educators
have to deal with this situation educationally, and to find out how

korean education has to prepare for this challenge. We do this by
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studying the Japanese educational environment that has already
experienced this change moving on to multicultural society.

For this purpose, this study was carried out in the way of field
research, centering on the T elementary school within K regions in
Japan. T elementary school is a center of education for foreign children
in K region. The Japanese classroom in the school has full
responsibility for the management of foreign children going to all the
elementary school in K region. More than half of the foreign children
enrolled in K region are taking the class of T elementary school, which
i1s why T school has been chosen as the subject of this research.

This study was performed in the various ways such as questionnaire,
observation records, interviews and papers of object, with the teachers
of new comer children and their japanese teachers for 10 months. From
above-mentioned methods, this study was conducted in the way that
analyzes all the data obtained in this process.

The important findings discovered from the study are as follows.

First, in the case of K region, Japanese classroom in T elementary
school of the Japanese education center has a central role in educational
activities of New-comer children. The Japanese classroom in T
elementary school has two roles ; educational and psychological support
for students and teachers. Teachers of Japanese classroom are in
charge of the language education (Japanese education) and the support
for subject learning, including teacher's training programs for
understanding these children. As a psychological function, Japanese
classroom 1is a psychological place for New-comer children to stay and
play, and to consult teachers about how to educate these children. On
the other hand, it is required for the teachers to have an excessively

heavy role in taking care of the newcomer children.
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Second, the local community has a deep relationship with educational
agencies as an educational environment surrounding New-comer
children of K region. For example, one volunteer organization in K
region has conducted teachers training to understand these children in
collaboration with the center schools and the local university, providing
career guidance program for the new-comer and assistance for them to
settle in Japan. On the other hand, in spite of the various coordination
and effort for these children in K region, the need for the better
systematic multi—cultural education support for new comer children was
discussed.

During this study, it was found that homeroom teacher in charge of
New-comer children go through the trial and error without enough
information to wunderstand the children and teachers have less
experience and understanding of multicultural education. In particular, it
turned out that teachers feel confused between the cultural diversity
and the equality in education. This conflict has also shown the gap of
the conflict that appears between the homeroom teachers of center
schools and the ones of non-center schools. And compared to the
teacher of the center school, teachers of non-center schools feel the
significant gap psychologically, because there are no Japanese teachers
(class) to help their worries and difficulties.

And the points of the multi—cultural educational environment of Japan
from the discussion are as follows.

Firstly, teachers who are more important educational environment than
physical education environment have to raise awareness and competence
on multicultural education. Secondly, from the standpoint of the right of
learning, educational consideration should be made not only for

multicultural students, but also for all of the children. Rather than
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one-way multicultural education from the top, local community has to
be the focal point of the actual situation of the region. Also, the
multicultural education needs to be carried out to meet the needs of the
community and individuals. Finally, in order to practice multicultural
education, moral and ethics subject needs to be actively carried out to
enhance the considerations, understanding and empathy capacity as

basic values.

Recently, Korean society has actively enforced multicultural education
considering it as an important issue in preparation for a multicultural
society, including school curriculum. This can be shown in the
following two points; one is that multicultural education has been
presented as a part of moral education curriculum. The other one is
that implementation of a variety of support policies for the children of
multicultural family. However, one-way flow from the top is not
enough for teachers to get opportunities to fully understand the need of
curriculum, in reverse, teachers can get an educational fatigue because
of passive role and sense of duty.

Therefore, it is more important that teachers themselves feel the need
of multicultural education, while collaborating with multicultural students
and interacting with the local community. Also, not only teachers, but
also the community and the school community are also working
together to find out how to support multicultural students as members
of the community. So, when the real subjects of education leading the
multicultural education are in harmony with administration supports for
them in both directions, the true meaning of multicultural education can

be achieved.
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