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Abstract

A Study on Causes of Failure of

National Reconstruction Movement
—Based on Dong-A Ilbo and Telegrams of U.S

Embassy to South-Korea—

CHHEAV BUNTHENG
International Studies, Korean Studies Major
The Graduate School of International Studies

Seoul National University

This aim of this study is divided into three main categories which
are to re—evaluate and identify the reasons behind the failure of the
National Reconstruction Movement (NRM) as well as to identify the
implications of NRM within the developing country context. Data for
this research were extracted from telegrams sent from the US
Embassy to the South Korea as well as Dong-A Ilbo - the most
influential media among the intellects in South Korea when NRM was

being implemented.
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NRM was a ‘National Revolution’ participated by both intellects and
military officers post-5-16 coup d’état. It is a citizen—oriented
movement geared towards reformation in humanity, public
enlightenment, mainstream traditions and ethnic values, as well as
community development. Although most activities are administered by
the NRM’s headquarters, being affiliated with Supreme Council for
National Construction had its own influence on NRM. As the Supreme
Council for National Construction functions an institution which
extends the power of the military government to control the society
and hence, NRM’s inability to mobilize the public caused it to be
evaluated as a failed national movement. Various factors were noted
as reasons for this failure including lack of business budgets, political
intervention, NRM’s bureaucratic system, and insufficient time to
produce significant results.

Articles related to NRM operations in Dong-A Ilbo is an important
source which reconfirms the legitimacy of those reasons to be the
source of movement’s failure. However, those articles also provided
essential insight on other factors which have rarely been discussed in
this field such as lack of leadership and the failure to persuade both
city—dwellers and intellects to support NRM. On top of that, telegrams
from the US Embassy has also pointed out several weaknesses in
NRM and indicated that the future of this movement is bleak. Similar

to reports from Dong-A Ilbo, the telegram pointed out that indecisive
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and weak leadership as well as lack of appeal to urban dwellers and
scholars are the main reason for NRM’s downfall. ‘“Voluntarism’, in
particular, was a source for skepticism. In addition, other issues
include vague plans as well as high competition with other similar
organizations which are more well-established in this field. Articles
from Dong-A Ilbo and telegrams from US Embassy highlighted NRM’s
nability to evoke neither popular enthusiasm nor positive responses
to mobilize the public.

Furthermore, collation of information from Dong—A Ilbo and
telegrams from the US Embassy has underlined several information:

Military administration aimed to mobilize the public for political
purposes through NRM but was a failure as it received cold responses
from urban dwellers and intellects.

Although the NRM and certain group of individuals have contributed
towards the organization of Democratic Republican Party (DRP) and
became the political base for 1963 elections in rural areas, these
regions barely received any attention from the military government
post-election.

The military government’s efforts were also apparent in its aim to
create a new image of ideal Korean citizen which embodies a new
culture influenced by the Western values through NRM.

However, NRM was less effective in public mobilization as

compared to Saemaul(New Village) Movement. This is due to the

- 106 —

2] 2 1_l|



absence of well-designed plans and lack of incentives for participants.

Government’s problem was that they were more focused on
securing human resources to create DRP and support for election
instead of on community development.

Overall, both sources pointed out to two decisive limitations of the
NRM:

Dong-A Ilbo is the most influential newspaper among the intellects
and hence, severe criticism from this media illustrates the lack of
support from scholars for NRM.

U.S. Embassy criticism of the NRM signifies that possibility of
receiving U.S. aids for community development project is low.

Undoubtedly, NRM was merely a tool for the military administration
to control and supervise the public. However, they failed to mobilize
the people into their ideal citizen image. Nevertheless, it was also a
golden opportunity for people to access and experience a Western
sense of modernity. Furthermore, military administration’s to make
this project a success is worth complimenting.

In order to be able to implement NRM effectively in developing
countries, they not only require political and financial support but also
proper planning is also essential for this purpose. This includes
capable and proactive leaders from both urban and rural areas in
order to gain an insight to the public opinion. Last but not least,

support from an ally which could provide substantial financial
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assistance, such as the U.S., is also an issue which should not be

taken lightly.

Keywords : National Reconstruction Movement (NRM), Community
Development, Dong—A Ilbo, Telegrams, 5-16 Coup D’état,
Military Administration, Democratic Republican Party

(DRP).

Student Number : 2013—24018
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