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A Study on Patterns of Attitude and 

Behavior toward Parental Support  

: Comparing South Korea, Japan, Taiwan and 

Thailand in the Mid-2000s  

 

Abstract 
 

The aim of this study is to examine the system of family support amid recent 

demographic transitions and social transformation in South Korea, Japan, 

Taiwan and Thailand. It is critical to understand the flow of family support 

towards parents to reveal how the settings have changed in regards to 

relations between older parents and adult children, husband and wife, son and 

daughter, the old and the young. In this study, the East Asian Social Survey 

2006 Family Module and Thailand Family Survey 2010 were used to examine 

the patterns and effects of attitude and behavior towards parental support. The 

finding shows that Thailand is the most actively involved in supporting both 

sides of parents while Japan is generally the least. However, South Korea and 

Taiwan still demonstrates a patriarchal supporting system even among 

younger age groups. In addition, supporting elderly parents is not weakening 

but strengthening along with the role of daughters as an important caregiver in 

South Korea. This finding implies that the issue of elderly care is still 

circulating within the realm of family rather than moving out toward the 
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public sphere in Korean society. Regression analysis also confirms that 

attitude on parental support has a positive effect on behavior, and different 

patterns exist in each model and by country. 

 

Keywords: Parental Support, Attitude and Behavior, Intergenerational 

Relation, East Asian Family, Differences between Countries, Age and Gender 

Differences 

Student Number: 2010-22424 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



iii 

 

Table of Contents 
 

Abstract ...................................................................................... i 

Table of Contents ..................................................................... iii 

List of Figures and Tables ........................................................ v 

 

Chapter I. Introduction ........................................................... 1 

1.1. Purpose of Research ...................................................... 1 

 

Chapter II. Background and Changes of Elderly Support 

by Demographic Transition .............................. 4 

2.1. Demographic Transition of Elderly People ................... 4 

2.2. Background of Family Support in Asia ......................... 7 

2.3. Changes on Pattern of Family Support in South 

Korea .......................................................................... 14 

 

Chapter III. Data and Methodology ..................................... 17 

3.1. Data .............................................................................. 17 

3.2. Measurement ............................................................... 19 

 

Chapter IV. Different Patterns on Attitude toward 

Parental Support in South Korea, Japan, 

Taiwan and Thailand ................................... 17 

4.1. General Pattern of Attitude on Parental Support ......... 22 

4.2. Specified Pattern of Attitude on Parental Support by 

Gender Differences .................................................... 26 

4.3. Specified Pattern of Attitude on Parental Support by 

Age Differences ......................................................... 28 

 

 



iv 

 

Chapter V. Different Patterns of Behavior on Parental 

Support in South Korea, Japan, Taiwan and 

Thailand ............................................................ 33 

5.1. General Pattern of Financial Support .......................... 33 

1) Specified Pattern by Age Differences 

5.2. General Pattern of Instrumental Support ..................... 42 

1) Specified Pattern by Age Differences 

5.3. General Pattern of Emotional Support ........................ 51 

1) Specified Pattern by Age Differences 

 

Chapter VI. Effects on Attitude and Behavior .................... 57 

 

Chapter VII. Discussion and Conclusion ............................. 64 

7.1. Summary of the Research and Discussion .................. 64 

7.2. Limitations ................................................................... 71 

 

Bibliography ........................................................................... 73 
 

국문초록 .................................................................................. 77 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



v 

 

List of Figures and Tables 

Figure 1. Relative importance of the four pillars of retirement income 

by generation and country 

Table 1. The Top 10 for ageing : Countries with the highest shares of 

60+ populations in 2011 and 2050 

Table 2. Pace of population ageing in major countries 

Table 3. Proportion of Desirable Caregivers if respondents becomes 

weak in 6 countries (Multiple responses)  

Table 4. Desirable family member as a caregiver in 6 countries (If 

respondents replied 'family' as a desirable caregiver) 

Table 5. Opinions on Who Should Take Care of Aging Parents in Korea 

(15 years old and over) 

Table 6. Overview of East Asian Social Survey 

Table 7. Characteristics of sample  

Table 8. Proportion of agreement to provide financial support in each 

country  

Table 9. Proportion of agreement to provide financial support by gender 

in each country 

Table 10. Percentage of agreement to provide financial support by age 

in each country  

Table 11. Frequency of providing financial support from married man 

to their own Parents in each country  

Table 12. Frequency of providing financial support from married man 

to parents-in-law in each country  

Table 13. Frequency of providing financial support from married 

woman to their own Parents in each country 



vi 

 

Table 14. Frequency of providing financial support from married 

woman to parents-in-law in each country  

Table 15. Frequency of providing financial support from married man 

to their own parents by age in each country  

Table 16. Frequency of providing financial support from married man 

to parents-in-law by age in each country  

Table 17. Frequency of providing financial support from married 

woman to their own parents by age in each country  

Table 18. Frequency of providing financial support from married 

woman to parents-in-law by age in each country 

Table 19. Frequency of providing instrumental support from married 

man to their own parents in each country 

Table 20. Frequency of providing instrumental support from married 

man to parents-in-law in each country 

Table 21. Frequency of providing instrumental support from married 

woman to their own parents in each country 

Table 22. Frequency of providing instrumental support from married 

woman to parents-in-law in each country 

Table 23. Frequency of providing instrumental support from married 

man to their own parents by age in each country 

Table 24. Frequency of providing instrumental support from married 

man to parents-in-law by age in each country 

Table 25. Frequency of providing instrumental support from married 

woman to their own parents by age in each country 

Table 26. Frequency of providing instrumental support from married 

woman to parents-in-law by age in each country 

 



vii 

 

Table 27. Frequency of providing emotional support from married man 

to their own parents in each country 

Table 28. Frequency of providing emotional support from married 

woman to their own parents in each country 

Table 29. Frequency of providing emotional support from married man 

to their own parents by age groups in each country 

Table 30. Frequency of providing emotional support from married 

woman to their own parents by age groups in each country 

Table 31. Result from regression analysis of pattern on providing 

financial support from married man to own parents (Model 1) 

Table 32. Result from regression analysis of pattern on providing 

financial support from married man to parents-in-law (Model 

2) 

Table 33. Result from regression analysis of pattern on providing 

financial support from married woman to own parents 

(Model 3) 

Table 34. Result from regression analysis of pattern on providing 

financial support from married woman to parents-in-law 

(Model 4)



 

1 

Chapter I. Introduction 

 

1.1. Purpose of Research 

  

In East Asia and some of Southeast Asia, the pace of population aging is 

unprecedented and is a process without parallel in the history of humanity. In 

this context, care for the elderly is taking spotlight in each society. The reason 

why this issue should receive special attention could be found in Asian 

tradition. In Asia, the parents have traditionally relied on their children for 

both financial and emotional support. Compared to western countries in 

particular the U.S and west Europe, care for the elderly has traditionally been 

regarded as a family responsibility in Asia. In particular, Confucian ideology 

emphasizes the role of family and filial piety with intergenerational relations 

in some part of Asian countries. Moreover due to the rapid socio-economic 

transformation and demographic transition, intergenerational conflicts appear 

between traditional values and people's modern behaviors.  

 In this point of view, the gap between generations in regards to 

family values is getting severe in this region. Accordingly, the necessity for 

chasing and comparing the pattern of assistance from adult child to their 

parents or parents-in-law is being raised in contemporary changing Asia.    

 In effect, patterns of intergenerational support within family are also 

shifting in Korean society. When considering the rise of woman's educational 
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attainment and employment rate, the decline of number of children, and the 

weakening of Confucian or traditional family ideology, there are ongoing 

debates that Korean society has stepped towards having bilateral kin 

relationship instead of a traditional patrilineal one. Every holiday in Korea, 

changed patterns of behaviors and attitude in terms of kin relationship are 

making headlines in newspapers. They have reported that people tend to 

provide more expensive reward to wife's parents than husband's one
1
 which 

shows changing trends of extended family relationship in South Korea.   

 Therefore this paper will explore the current values and patterns of 

care for elderly parents in South Korea compared to other Asian countries 

including Japan, Taiwan and Thailand. Japan, Taiwan and South Korea have 

traditionally shared Confucian traditions in history, but contemporary Japan 

shows very different attitudes in terms of family values compared to South 

Korea and Taiwan. In fact, Japan, despite its geographical proximity and 

historical relationship with South Korea, is the most rapidly reached aging 

society and has the largest proportion of elderly populations in the world. On 

the other hand, Taiwan society has shown similarities of Confucian family 

norms and patriarchal kin relationships even after rapid economic growth and 

it also lies on a similar level of socio-economic transitions. Moreover 

Thailand is known as the second fastest progressing ageing country in South 

                                           
1
 Dong-a Ilbo reported "Rich cream for wife's parents and lipstick for husband's 

parents in Parents' Day" in May 17, 2012(http://news.donga.com/3/all/20120506/4604 

6273/1?), Galleria Department in South Korea reported the result of survey research 

"Expensive Korean beef for wife's parents while relatively cheap red ginseng for 

Husband's parents in New Year's holiday" in the blog, Jan 12, 2012. 

( http://blogdegalleria.tistory.com).  
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East Asia next to Singapore. Such Confucian heritage or patrilineal kin 

relationships in Korea or Taiwan are not apparent in Thai society, but a strong 

family tie exists. Thus Thai would also be an important variable to compare 

with Japanese society to examine this issue. 

 This paper aims to explore a comparative study on intergenerational 

relations, particularly parent support or elderly care within the realm of family. 

Firstly, this research will describe how family values in regards to support to 

one's own parents and parents-in-law are different among the countries based 

on several demographic variables. Next, patterns of behavior on the issue will 

be explained to compare attitudes along with the comparisons of each society. 

The patterns of behavior will be categorized into three kinds of supports - 

financial support, instrumental support and emotional support. Finally, 

multiple regression analysis will be presented to confirm how these attitudes 

have an effect on the behavior in each scenario.  

 The purpose of this study is first, to examine whether it is true that 

supporting old parents is changing, and where such flows are expected to 

move towards in each of the four different Asian countries in this study. 
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Chapter II. Background and Changes of Elderly 

Support by Demographic Transition 

 

2.1. Demographic Transition of Elderly People  

 

Similar to the decline of fertility rate, the pace of population aging is 

unprecedented in developing countries, particularly in East Asia and some 

South East Asian countries that have achieved rapid economic development. 

Due to socio-economic transformations, demographic transitions especially 

for aged populations are emerging as crucial social problems in the region. 

At the global level, as the United Nations reported, the share of those 60 and 

over has risen from only 8% of the world population (200 million people) in 

1950 to around 11% (760 million) in 2011, with further dramatic increase still 

ahead as those 60 years old and over are expected to reach 22% (2 billion) by 

2050. Between 2010 and 2050, the total population will increase by 2 billion, 

while the older population will increase by 1.3 billion.   

 Table 1 shows that Japan is projected to hold the highest rank among 

aging countries in the world in 2050. Japan was the first non-Western country 

to experience a decline in fertility after the Second World War and that decline 

was more rapid than it had been in any of the industrialized countries of the 

time.
2
 South Korea will also appear in the top 10 aging list. Table 1 clearly 

                                           
2
 Naohiro Ogawa and Rikiya Matsukura (2005). "Ageing in Japan: The health and 

Wealth older persons". United Nations Expert Group Meeting on Social and 
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shows that the population of South Korea will be aging at an alarmingly fast 

rate and will be listed as a World top 5 countries by 2050. 

 

Table 1. The Top 10 for ageing
3
 : Countries with the highest shares of 60+ 

populations in 2011 and 2050(%) (Among countries with 2011 population of 

1 million or more) (%) 

2011 2050 

Japan 31 Japan 42 

Italy 27 Portugal 40 

Germany 26 
Bosnia and 

Herzegovina 
40 

Finland 25 Cuba 39 

Sweden 25 South Korea 39 

Bulgaria 25 Italy 38 

Greece 25 Spain 38 

Portugal 24 Singapore 38 

Belgium 24 Germany 38 

Croatia 24 Switzerland 37 

*Source : World Economic Forum 2012. 

 In Korea, according to the National Statistical Office, the society is 

aging rapidly. Results of a research recently released by the office show that 

the population of those aged over 65 has increased by 11.3 percent to about 

5.4 million, which is only 4 years after it first exceeded 7.2 percent. At this 

pace, Korean society is expected to become a so-called “aged society” by 

2017, which is only 17 years after its designation as an “aging society” in 

2000. It took France 115 years and the United States 72 years to go from an 

ageing society to an aged society, and Japan took 24 years for this change. 

                                                                                                     

Economic Implications of Changing Population Age Structures, p.2. 
3
 World Economic Forum (2012). Global Population Ageing: Peril or Promise?, p.8. 



 

6 

Table 2. Pace of population ageing in major countries 

(Unit : years) 

Country 
Years expected to reach each level Years required to reach 

7% 14% 20% 7%→14% 14%→20% 

South Korea 2000 2017 2026 19 7 

Japan 1970 1994 2006 24 12 

Germany 1932 1972 2012 40 40 

United 

Kingdom 
1929 1976 2021 47 45 

Italy 1927 1988 2007 61 19 

United States 1942 2013 2028 71 15 

France 1864 1979 2020 115 41 

* Source : UN The Sex and Age Distribution of World Population, "Estimated Future 

Population" by Statistics Korea 2005.
 4

  

 

 Also there is a clear trend of decline in intergenerational co-

residence in Japan, South Korea and Taiwan, all of whom have achieved the 

most rapid economic development in the Asia Region. According to data from 

the Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs, 79.5% of elderly people co-

resided with children in 1985, but the proportion dropped to 44.4% in the 

Korea Research Institute for the Elderly. Housing characteristics are changing 

in Thailand as well. The average household size has significantly declined 

from 5.2% to 3.9% within 10 years from 1980 to 2000 (4.4% in 1990).
5
 The 

proportion of older people who co-reside with their children has steadily 

declined over the last few decades. The ration of elderly who live alone or 

                                           
4
 According to the recently released statistics from Statistics Korea, it reported the 

period of reaching aged society is getting shorter and expected to become 'aged 

society' in 2017. 
5
 The National Statistical Office in Thailand carries out a Population and Housing 

Census (http://web.nso.go.th/en/census/poph/report/adv_e.htm). 
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with a spouse has only increased from 8% to 16%, but half of these people 

have a child residing within the same locality.
6
 In Thailand, the size of 

households is declining like other Asian countries, but one of the significant 

features is that there are a high proportion of older persons who reside with 

their children in the same locality.   

 To summarize, mostly in rapidly changing Asia, elderly people who 

prefer to live with their children have suffered social chaos between ideal 

living arrangements and current living conditions because of changing socio-

economic circumstances. Hence, population aging and declines in family size 

spur concerns about the tenacity of family support (Agree et al. 2004).
7 

 

 

2.2. Background of Family Support in Asia  

 

Previous studies in the United States and Western Europe have shown that the 

proportion of older adults involved in kin networks is fairly low. The majority 

of the elderly in Western society are not engaged in family exchanges of time 

and financial assistance with their children (Hill et al. 1993, Agree et al; 2004 

recited). 

 

                                           
6
 John Knodel, Napaporn Chayovan (2008). "Population Ageing and the Well-being 

of Older Persons in Thailand", Population Studies Center Research Report 08-659, 

University of Michigan Institute for Social Research, p.9.  
7
 Emily M. Agree, Ann E. Biddlecom and Thomas W. Valente (2005). "Committee 

Intergenerational Transfers of Resources between Older Persons and Extended Kin in 

Taiwan and the Philippines", Population Studies, 59(2), pp. 181-195. 
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According to the survey conducted by Korea Survey (Gallup) Poll Ltd. 

(1988) Table 3
8
 shows the different attitudes toward desirable caregivers in 6 

countries - South Korea, Japan, Thailand, United States, Denmark and Italy. 

In this survey result, it has been shown that the majority of respondents in 

South Korea, Japan and Thailand replied 'family' is the most desirable 

caregivers when they become sick in the future (Korea 94.2%, Japan 94.8%, 

Thailand 96.2%). In the United States, 68.8% of respondents, which is not as 

highly rated as Asian countries, chose family as the most desirable but at the 

same time 40.5% of people also relied on paid service. In Denmark which has 

a social welfare system in Europe, only 20.2% of respondents said family, and 

39.4% and 29.9% of them replied a paid care-service or public service 

respectively is more desirable as a future caregiver. As this survey represents, 

the role of family as an important caregiver toward elderly parents is fairly 

different between Asian and Western societies with the exception of Southern 

Europe including Italy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                           
8
 Korea Survey(Gallup) Poll Ltd. (1990). Life Style and Value System of The Aged in 

Korea. Korea Survey(Gallup) Poll Ltd. p.261. 
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Table 3. Proportion of Desirable Caregivers if respondents becomes weak in 6 

countries (Multiple responses) (N, %) 

 Korea Japan Thailand USA Denmark Italy 

Total 
899 

102.5 

1,100 

129.6 

610 

113.3 

760 

159.7 

863 

102.3 

941 

125.6 

My family, relatives 

living separately from 

me 

94.2 94.8 96.2 68.8 20.2 88.4 

Someone in the 

neighborhood or my 

friends 

1.3 3.4 6.1 17.6 0.7 7.3 

A civil service group or 

volunteers 
1.0 5.4 0.5 14.9 2.2 8.6 

A public service agency 2.3 14.8 8.9 9.2 29.9 13.5 

A paid service such as 

maid or home helper 
1.0 9.9 0.7 40.5 39.4 6.3 

Other 0.1 1.1 0.5 4.9 2.8 1.1 

N/A 2.6 0.2 0.5 3.8 7.2 0.4 

 

 To be more specific, Korea Survey (Gallup) Poll Ltd. (1988) also asked 

a question—if respondents replied 'family and relatives' as the most desirable 

caregiver when they become sick—about who would the respondent ask to 

take care of oneself. As Table 4
9
 shows, with the exception South Korea and 

Thailand, the majority of respondents replied spouse as the most desirable - 

53.7% in Japan, 51.6% in United States, 64.9% in Denmark and 42.9% in 

Italy. On the other hand, the result from Korea contrasts with the Thai data. 

The 58.7% of Korean respondents said sons as the most important supporter 

among family members whereas 43.4% of Thai people answered daughters. 

This result indicates that the family structure in Western and Japanese society 

                                           
9
 Ibid, p.270. 
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is more horizontal while South Korea and Thailand is more hierarchical. In 

other words, intergenerational relationships in South Korea and Thailand, 

especially between adult children and elderly parents, are more crucial than 

that of Western and Japanese societies. In addition, it is obvious to see that the 

son is regarded as a major caregiver to elderly parents in South Korea while 

the daughter is regarded as the most important caregiver in Thailand.   

 

Table 4. Desirable family member as a caregiver in 6 countries (If respondents 

replied 'family' as a desirable caregiver) (N, %) 

 Korea Japan Thailand USA Denmark Italy 

Total 
847 

100.0 

1,043 

100.0 

587 

100.0 

523 

100.0 

174 

100.0 

832 

100.0 

My husband or 

wife 
23.4 53.7 18.6 51.6 64.9 42.7 

My son 58.7 12.7 26.9 9.2 5.2 14.1 

My daughter 6.9 14.2 43.4 26.6 21.8 31.7 

My daughter-in-

law 
6.4 16.8 0.5 1.1 2.3 3.7 

My son-in-law 0.1 0.2 0.9 0.2 - - 

My sister or 

brother 
0.4 1.2 3.1 7.5 2.3 4.2 

Other relative 1.5 1.1 6.6 3.6 1.1 3.5 

N/A 2.0 0.3 - 0.2 2.3 0.1 

 

 The responsibility of family on supporting the elderly is highlighted 

not only in past Asian societies but also in contemporary Asian societies. 

Figure 1 presents the relative importance of the four pillars in regards to 

contributing towards retirement income as showed by generations and 
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countries.
10

  

 

Figure 1. Relative importance of the four pillars of retirement income by 

generation and country 

 

* Source : Global Ageing Survey Data
11

 

 

 As Figure 1 shows, there exist significant differences across the 

countries in respect to future retirement income. In the U.S, individuals along 

with government are the key contributors to their retirement income. In 

France, the role of government is considered as the most important like 

elsewhere in other European countries. They tend to depends more on public 

welfare by the government or companies rather than private sphere such as 

family or individual selves.  

 

                                           
10

 More regions and countries could be found in Global Ageing Survey (GLAS) from 

Oxford Institute of Ageing, University of Oxford including European, American, 

Asian and African region. 
11

 Geroge W Leeson, Sarah Harper (2008). "Some descriptive findings from the 

Global Ageing Survey (GLAS) : Investing in Later Life", Oxford Institute of Ageing, 

University of Oxford, Research Report 108. 
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 However as Figure 1 indicates, the situation is considerably different 

in Asia. The role of family is emphasized as the most essential contributor to 

elderly people as much as individuals themselves in both South Korean and 

Taiwanese societies. Furthermore it is seen that family is regarded as far more 

important factors even in Japan rather than that of the U.S or France. Thus 

such diversity with regard to elderly support exists across the region and 

cultural background.  

 In general, assistance from adult children to their elderly parents has 

been concerned as crucial family norms. For instance, income from adult 

family members (mainly adult children) is the main source of income for the 

majority of older populations in the Philippines, Thailand, Taiwan, and 

Singapore (Hermalin et al. 2002, Agree et al, 2004 recited). In addition, 

mainland China is not an exceptional case. More than one-third of the older 

population receive financial support within the family, but mainly from adult 

children (Chen and Silberstein 2000; Zimmer and Kwong 2003, Agree et al. 

2004 recited). These previous studies reveal that the tie between adult children 

and elderly parents is fairly strong in this region.  

 In particular, in Taiwan the transfers are more concentrated among 

lineal kin (Agree et al. 2004). Taiwan’s society is also characterized by strong 

norms of filial support (Lopez 1991; Thornton and Lin 1994; Domingo 1995, 

Agree et al 2004 recited) along with South Korea.  
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 In Eun(2009)’s study,
12

 in which features of family values in Asian 

countries are compared, it turns out that South Korea shares a larger portion of 

their family values with Taiwan than Japan. Indeed, Japan shows different 

family values from South Korea and Taiwan due to the experience of 

modernization and westernization in the early stage than other Asian societies.   

 On the other hand, in Thailand, with its long history of being based 

on agricultural societies, kinship and marriage units predominate in their 

social structure and perform a wide variety of functions.
13

 Thus, despite early 

inflows of Western culture into Thai society and its multiethnic environment, 

it is not strange that Thai families have provided good care for elderly family 

members until their death.  

 Unlike Korea, Taiwan and Thailand, Japan has set a different setting 

already. The traditional extended family system that has traditionally provided 

support to elderly parents has weakened over time. Although the Government 

of Japan established in 2000 a Long-term Care Insurance Scheme (LCIS) to 

alleviate the burden on families taking care of older parents at home, the 

number of households without caregivers younger than 60 is expected to rise, 

implying that the effectiveness of the LCIS may decline over time.
14

 

Although Japan has Confucian traditions in family values along with Korea 

and Taiwan, the pattern of family support appears fairly different and the 

                                           
12
 은기수 (2009). “아시아적 가족가치”의 동아시아 사회 비교연구", 한국사

회학회 사회학대회 논문집, 2009(2), 827-848. 
13

 Harold E. Smith (1973), "The Thai Family: Nuclear or Extended", Journal of 

Marriage and Family. 35(1), pp. 136-141. 

14 Naohiro Ogawa and Rikiya Matsukura. op. cit., p.202.  
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society has in fact recorded the lowest ratio of family support in the world.
15

 

 

 

2.3. Changes on Pattern of Family Support in South Korea   

 

The patterns on supporting elderly parents have changed particularly in 

Korean society. Table 5 represents opinions on who should take care of aging 

parents in Korean society. The changing trend is observed in this table. 

According to Statistics Korea, 89.9% of respondents who believe Family as 

the most important actor to take care of elderly parents have drastically 

dropped to 36% over the last decade. At the same time, the responsibility of 

the eldest son or daughter-in-law is significantly decreasing while beliefs that 

all sons and daughters should take care of old parents is rapidly growing. On 

the other hand, there are increasing opinions among people that government 

and society is another important actor that is in charge of elderly parents along 

with family from 18.2% in 2002 to 47.4% in 2010.This is a notable change 

that proportion of respondents who replied 'family, government and society 

should take care of ageing parents' was exceed the proportion of family 

between 2006 and 2008. This change clearly shows Korean society now has a 

different format of elderly care amid its recent social transformation. 

 

                                           
15

 According to the United Nations population projections (United Nations, 2005), 

Japan’s familial support ratio (0.79) became in 2004 the lowest in the entire world, 

followed by those of Italy (0.80) and Greece (0.81). 
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Table 5. Opinions on Who Should Take Care of Aging Parents in Korea (15 

years old and over) (%) 

    2002 2006 2008 2010 

Themselves 

 

9.6 7.8 11.9 12.7 

Family 

 

70.7 63.4 40.7 36 

- Eldest son or daughter-in-law 

 

15.1 19.5 17.3 13.8 

- Sons or daughters-in-law 

 

13.9 8.1 6.7 7.7 

- Daughters or sons-in-law 

 

1 0.9 0.9 1.8 

- All offspring(sons and daughters) 

 

19.5 49.2 58.6 62.4 

- Sons or daughters who are most able 

 

21.2 22.2 16.4 14.3 

Family, government and society 18.2 26.4 43.6 47.4 

Government and society 

 

1.3 2.3 3.8 3.9 

others   0.2 0.1 0 0 

* Source : Statistics Korea, each year.  

 

 In previous studies, the influence of industrialization on the 

dissolution of the traditional extended family system and the creation of a 

nuclear family structure is revealed (Parsons and Bales, 1955; Goode, 1963, 

ect.). However, in Asian societies, despite the changing family structure, 

extended family relations and family-centered ideology has still been affected 

to achieve socio-economic development. These kinds of intergenerational 

exchanges still occurred during the 1990s for Korea after becoming a post-

industrial society for family. However, the features of change in patrilineal 

relations have become more institutional while bilinear relations have become 

more emotional (Cho, 1997, Lee, 1999). Lee insists that the Korean family is 

prone to have emotional exchanges with the wife's parents more closely while 

financial support or formal exchanges with the patrilineal line is carried out.  
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 After the late 1990s, some studies began to point out the changes 

from a patrilineal kin system to bilateral ones. Cho(1997) examines the status 

of bilateral relations of kin systems and the factors affecting the process in the 

research. The author reveals that both patrilineal and bilateral kin 

relationships exist among the young married generations and marital power 

and gender-role attitudes are influenced toward the direction of kin 

relationship as significant factors.  

 Above all, more recent studies by Han and Yoon(2004) confirm the 

coexistence of bilateral and patrilineal patterns of intergenerational exchanges 

in Korea by analyzing living arrangement, geographical proximity and 

frequency of contact with both parental and parental-in-law group. But Han 

and Kim(2010) insist that this change is not tantamount with relations that 

appear in western societies. 

 However, majorities of studies dealing with intergenerational 

relations focus on only specific region or specific generations, not the general 

populations. Moreover there is still a lack of empirical research on 

characteristics of intergenerational relations compared to other societies. 

Therefore this research attempts to explore the features of parental support 

and whether these emerging bilateral supports are moving to become 

comparable with Japan, Taiwan and Thailand.  

 Hence, the purpose of this study is the following. First, this research 

strengthens a currently scarce empirical study that focuses on changes from a 

patrilineal based parent support path to a bilinear one in Korean society. 
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Mapping the kin network and the resources that flow within it is necessary to 

the formation of a more complete description of the ways that the family 

support systems actually operate (Hermalin 1999, Agree et al. 2004 recited). 

Secondly, the pattern of parental support will provide a broader scope of 

understanding the issue by comparing with other countries.  

 

 

Chapter III. Data and Methodology 

 

3.1. Data 

 

The data for this research came from EASS (East Asian Social Survey) family 

modules to examine parental support in the East and South East Asian region. 

The first wave of EASS was conducted within 4 East Asian countries - Japan, 

China, Republic of Korea and Taiwan - in 2006 and the second wave was 

conducted within Thailand and Vietnam in 2010 with the topic of "Family in 

East Asia". There is a 5-year gap between the first and second wave of 

surveys conducted, but this dataset demonstrates significant factors of East 

and Southeast Asian family since the same questionnaires were used in both 

survey projects.  

 The features of the East Asian Social Survey (EASS) is a common 

set of topic-based questions that are integrated into preexisting nationally 
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representative sample surveys by each country. Table 3 shows the overview of 

the surveys.  

 The purpose of this project was to investigate East Asian family, and 

this survey consists of various fields of family issues including marriage and 

divorce, child and elderly issues, family activities, health, income, living 

arrangement, the ideology of gender roles, patriarchy, filial Piety, etc. 

 Notwithstanding slightly different sampling methods, fundamental 

random sampling was conducted to obtain statistical representativeness of the 

total adult population in each country. See Table 6 for the basic description of 

the survey.  

Table 6. Overview of East Asian Social Survey 

 Study Title 
Japanese General 

Social Surveys 2006 

Korean General 

Social Survey 2006 

Taiwan Social 

Change Survey, 

the Second Phase 

of the Fifth Wave 

Fieldwork 

Dates 

October 3, 2006~ 

December 3, 2006 

June 25, 

2006~August 31, 

2006 

July 16, 

2006~August 16, 

2006 

Fieldwork 

Institution 

Central Research 

Service, Inc. 

Survey Research 

Center at 

Sungkyunkwan 

University 

Survey Research 

Center of 

Academia Sinica 

Population 

Men and women 20~89 

years of age living in 

Japan 

the adult citizen aged 

18 or over who live in 

households of Korea 

Official Population 

Registration 

records 

Sampling 

methods 

Two-state stratified 

random sampling; 

stratified by regional 

block and population 

size 

Multi-stage area 

probability sampling 

Three-stage 

Stratified PPS 

sampling 

Fieldwork 

Methods 

Both face-to-face 

interview and 

placement(self-

administered) method 

Face-to-face 

interviews 

Face-to-face 

interview 

Number of 

respondents 
2130 1605 2102 

* Source : EASS 2006 Codebook  
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 Thailand Family Survey was implemented by Chulalongkorn 

University in 2010 on the purpose of expanding EASS family module to 

comparative in Asian society. See Table 7 for the basic demographics of 

EASS and Thai Survey sample. Japan and Thailand will provide as interesting 

contrasts for examining the issues of family relations with South Korea and 

Taiwan. 

 

Table 7. Characteristics of sample (N, %)  

    Japan South Korea Taiwan Thailand 

Total   842(100.0) 724(100.0) 809(100.0) 449(100.0) 

Sex 
Male 363(43.1) 288(39.8) 381(47.1) 168(37.4) 

Female 479(56.9) 436(60.2) 428(52.9) 281(62.6) 

Age 

20~39 268(31.8) 328(45.3) 325(40.2) 198(44.1) 

40~49 239(28.4) 306(42.3) 292(36.1) 160(35.6) 

50 and above 335(39.8) 90(12.4) 192(23.7) 91(20.3) 

 

 

3.2. Measurement 

  

The primary purpose of this study is to examine patterns of parental support 

and the gap between attitudes and behaviors by measuring the questions. 

Therefore, after presenting a frequency analysis which provides a basic 

picture of the issue, a regression analysis will be conducted for the further 

analysis.  
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 First of all, in order to reveal an attitude for parental support, 

"attitude on providing financial support in four different cases such as 'from 

married men to own parents', 'from married men to parents-in-law', 'from 

married woman to own parents', 'from married women to parents-in-law' were 

examined. The questions are scored along a 7-point scale, in which 'strongly 

agree' is the lowest being point 1 and 'strongly disagree' is the highest point 

with a 7. Though in this frequency analysis, those who responded as 'strongly 

agree', 'fairly agree' and 'somewhat agree' were presented. In addition, for the 

regression analysis, these scores were converted to 7='strongly agree' and 

1='strongly disagree'.  

 In order to compare the patterns and features of support to both 

parental directions, behaviors were analyzed along with attitudes in this 

research. The types of supports were categorized into the following 3 parts - 

financial, instrumental and emotional support. First, financial support is 

considered as a type of formal support in the realm of family studies and is 

measured by the frequency of providing financial assistance during the past 1 

year. In addition, instrumental support which is one of the informal type of 

support is measured by asking about the frequency of help such as "Providing 

taking care of household chores (e.g., cleaning, meal preparation, shopping, 

running errands, etc.) or care work (e.g., child care, health care for parents, 

etc.)". It usually contains physical support rather than economical or 

emotional support. Lastly, “Listening to personal problem or concerns" were 

used to show emotional support to parents, but unfortunately, JGSS data does 
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not include this questionnaire in their survey.  

 For the frequency analysis, three of them were all examined, yet only 

the case of financial support was studied for the regression analysis. In 

regression analysis, those questions were scored along a 5-point scale from 

'Very frequently', 'Often', 'Sometimes', 'Seldom', 'Not at all'. For the regression 

analysis, the questions were scored along a 5 point scale, from 'Very 

frequently' which converted to the highest point 5 to 'Not at all' which 

converted to the lowest point 1.  

 Some socio-demographic variables such as gender and age are used 

to better understand pattern features. In particular, age was converted into 3 

groups based on the number of cases.
16
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 In consideration of balancing numbers of cases, the group of respondents aged less 

than 39 are categorized in one group, those aged 40 to 49 are conversed to the second 

group. And the last group, group of 50s and over, represents people who aged over 50.  



 

22 

Chapter IV. Different Patterns on Attitude toward 

Parental Support in South Korea, Japan, Taiwan 

and Thailand 

 

4.1. General Pattern of Attitude on Parental Support  

 

First of all, considering attitude on parental care, four different patterns - 

"attitude on providing financial support in four different cases such as 'from 

married man to own parents', 'from married man to parents-in-law', 'from 

married woman to own parents', 'from married woman to parents-in-law' were 

examined.  

 Concerning parental support, taking care of old parents has been 

regarded as important family norm connected with a filial piety in Asia. 

Previous researchers have reported that the attitude toward filial piety is 

different among East Asian societies, e.g. Taiwanese tend to support their 

parents more strongly while Japanese are less supportive.
17

 Following Table 8 

describes the different patterns of attitude toward each family by countries.  
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 Naohiro Ogawa and Rikiya Matsukura. op.cit., p.74.  
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Table 8. Proportion of agreement to provide financial support in each country  

(N, %) 

 

Married 

Man to own 

Parents 

Married Man 

to  Parents-

in-law 

Married 

Woman to 

Own Parents 

Married 

Woman to 

Parents-in-

law 

Total N 

South 

Korea 
853(81.3) 826(78.7) 774(73.8) 838(79.9) 1049 

Japan 823(53.9) 560(36.7) 591(38.7) 571(37.4) 1526 

Taiwan 1072(83.7) 681(53.2) 742(57.9) 746(58.2) 1281 

Thailand 642(90.7) 597(84.3) 646(91.2) 591(83.5) 708 

 

 Table 8 shows that the attitude on providing financial support to each 

parent lies in quite different context across the countries. It is notable that 

more than 80% of Thai respondents reported they agreed to give a financial 

support to each parent.  

 First, in the case of agreement of married man to one's own parents, 

90.7% of Thai, 83.7% of Taiwanese, 81.3% of Korean agreed that they should 

support their own parents whereas only 53.9% of Japanese married men 

support their own parents. However, this ratio significantly drops when a 

recipient changes his or her care behavior from one's own parents to their 

parents-in-law, especially in Japan and Taiwan. Only 36.7% of Japanese and 

53.2% of Taiwanese men agreed to support their parents-in-law while 84.3% 

of Thai and 78.7% of Korean still believe they should help to their parents-in-

law. Relating to all countries, this finding represents that married men are 

willing to assist their own parents rather than parents-in-law, however people 

in Thailand and South Korea think they also have a responsibility to support 

their parents-in-law. 
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 As previous studies indicated, Japanese are less likely to support to 

each parent in comparison with other countries. However, despite of weak 

attitudes on parental care in general, Japanese men are likely to support their 

own parents and they support them more than their parents-in-law.  

   The pattern of attitude on assistance to elderly parents is slightly 

different among female respondents. The 91.2% of Thai and 73.8% of Korean 

female respondents who get married replied they agree to help their own 

parents while only 57.9% of Taiwanese and 38.7% of Japanese women 

answered positively. The similar patterns of female respondents toward 

supporting parents-in-law are observed.  

 However, an interesting pattern of attitude on parental support is 

found in South Korea and Taiwan. It is obvious that people tend to support 

more their own parents than their parents-in-law. For instance, people in Japan 

and Thailand replied they should take care more of their own parents rather 

than parents-in-law. However, surprisingly, married women in South Korea 

and Taiwan reported they should more assist to parents-in-law than their own 

parents. It might be affected by some traditional Confucian ideology, or a 

patriarchal structure of family or strong responsibility of family members to 

support elderly parents in all examined countries.  

 As a whole, it is found that Japanese and Taiwanese married men 

tend to agree that they should financially support their own parents, but not 

that much in the other three cases. Therefore, considering giving financial 

support, the role of son as a caregiver is more reinforced. According to this 
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result, it is seen that the traditional patriarchal relationship still takes a strong 

position in Taiwan but has became considerably weakened in Japan. 

Comparing with South Korea, since social institution and policy for elderly 

care have been developed and supported in Japan, the pattern on parental 

support has been weakening rather than strengthening toward the parents from 

both sides.  

 The notable feature in Korea is that even married women tend to 

believe in supporting their own parents through their husband. Although there 

might be other variables influenced in this pattern such as working status, 

household income, or gender differences, this result proves that in comparison 

with other East Asian countries, there still appears traditional gender role in 

Korean Society.  

 In addition, comparing with Japan and Taiwan, Table 8 also 

represents South Korea and Thailand's strong norms of responsibility for 

elderly parents from both partner's families. The only the difference of this 

picture between Korean and Thai are actors. The majority of Thai respondents 

replied that they strongly agree to support to their parents regardless of 

partner's side, but the degree is strengthening towards their own parents. On 

the other hand, Korean tends to believe they should support both families but 

it is slightly reinforcing toward male's parents.   

 In regards to support to parents, these findings provide a significant 

explanation that Thai and South Korean people believe in assisting both 

male's parents and female's one while Taiwan still depicts a considerable gap 
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between them. Hence, these findings clearly show different patterns and 

mechanisms existing in these four countries.  

 

 

4.2. Specified Pattern of Attitude on Parental Support by 

Gender Differences 

 

For the better understanding, specified analysis by demographic variables 

such as gender and age will be presented in this chapter. This process 

examines whether gender or age difference effects on each case and pattern 

above.  

 First, considering the patterns of attitude toward elderly care, a gap 

between male and female by countries is examined in Table 9.  

 

Table 9. Proportion of agreement to provide financial support by gender in 

each country (N, %) 

    

Married 

Man to 

own 

Parents 

Married 

Man to  

Parents-

in-law 

Married 

Woman 

to Own 

Parents 

Married 

Woman 

to 

Parents-

in-law 

Total 

N 

South 

Korea 

Male(N=467) 383(82.0) 367(78.6) 342(73.2) 372(79.7) 467 

Female(N=582) 470(80.8) 459(78.9) 432(74.2) 466(80.1) 582 

Japan 
Male(N=725) 479(66.1) 320(44.1) 317(43.7) 299(41.2) 725 

Female(N=801) 344(42.9) 240(30.0) 274(34.2) 272(34.0) 801 

Taiwan 
Male(N=657) 549(83.6) 357(54.3) 356(54.2) 365(55.6) 657 

Female(N=624) 523(83.8) 324(51.9) 386(61.9) 381(61.1) 624 

Thailand  
Male(N=265) 241(90.9) 229(86.4) 241(90.9) 226(85.3) 265 

Female(N=443) 401(90.5) 368(83.1) 405(91.4) 365(82.4) 443 
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 Table 9 represents different patterns of the attitude by gender in each 

country. It indicates the gap between male and female is not considerable only 

except Japanese data. The 90.9% of male respondents and 90.5% of female in 

Thailand respondents agreed married men should to support their own parents, 

and over 80% of both male and female Taiwanese and South Korean did as 

well. However, in Japan, 66.1% of male respondents said they should support 

their parents while only 42.9% of female respondents reported they are likely 

to do. Although the proportion is the least in Japan, such gap shows a different 

attitude between married men and women in respect to supporting the parents. 

This represents that although supporting elderly parents is not mainly 

regarded as a role of adult children, male respondent feels more responsible 

for supporting elderly parents than female in Japanese society.  

 The notable feature in Korea is that even married women tend to 

believe supporting their own parents through their husband. Comparing 74.2% 

of Korean women agree that women should support own parents, greater 

proportion of them (78.9%) agree that men should support one's parents-in-

law. This is the picture which is only found in South Korea. Thus, in South 

Korea, this finding describes a feature relating to the support of wife's parents, 

which show that the support is not only a task of their married daughter but 

also their son-in-law's.   
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4.3. Specified Pattern of Attitude on Parental Support by Age    

Differences  

 

Comparing findings by gender provide to read different attitude between male 

and female respondents, analysis by age difference provides the changing 

trends in each society. Table 10 shows specified attitude on financial support 

to each parents in particular by differences age groups. 

 

Table 10. Percentage of agreement to provide financial support by age in each 

country (N, %) 

    

Married 

Man to 

own 

Parents 

Married 

Man to 

Parents-in-

law 

Married 

Woman to 

Own 

Parents 

Married 

Woman 

to 

Parents-

in-law 

Total 

N 

South 

Korea 

20~39 277(82.2) 268(79.5) 265(78.6) 266(78.9) 337 

40~49 323(85.0) 309(81.3) 295(77.6) 313(82.4) 380 

50+ 253(76.2) 249(75.0) 214(64.5) 259(78.0) 332 

Japan 

20~39 157(56.7) 115(41.5) 124(44.8) 114(41.2) 277 

40~49 132(49.1) 86(32.0) 99(36.8) 86(32.0) 269 

50s + 534(54.5) 359(36.6) 368(37.6) 371(37.9) 980 

Taiwan 

20~39 292(88.2) 182(55.0) 235(71.0) 198(59.8) 331 

40~49 320(88.2) 209(57.6) 236(65.0) 223(61.4) 363 

50s + 460(78.4) 290(49.4) 271(46.2) 325(55.4) 587 

Thailand 

20~39 204(94.0) 189(87.1) 205(94.5) 189(87.1) 217 

40~49 185(88.5) 169(80.9) 184(88.0) 164(78.5) 209 

50s + 253(89.7) 239(84.8) 257(91.1) 238(84.4) 282 
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 This result presents significant flows of support to parents by age 

category. First, considering attitude on supporting one's own parents by 

married man, the pattern is not significantly changed by different age groups 

in all four countries. In fact, it was expected that younger aged group tends to 

have a weaker attitude toward supporting elderly parents than the older 

generation. However, the result indicates that younger aged group still has a 

positive attitude on providing financial support to parents as older aged group 

does. In particular, 78.4% of 50 years old and above in Taiwan agree to 

support own parents and this proportion is increasing to 88.2% from the 

responses of 20s~30s and 40s. Similar pattern can be seen in other countries. 

This finding illustrates that the responsibility to supporting parents is still 

considered as a role of family, in particular the role of adult children. 

 One of the notable changes between different age groups can be 

observed in the attitude of married woman to their own parents in South 

Korea and Taiwan. According to the results from Table 10, in Taiwan, 46.2% 

of 50 years old and above agreed that married women should provide 

financial assistance to their own parents but 71% of 20~39 years old  

respondents agreed to this statement. Furthermore, there is a tendency that 

younger generation becomes more willing to support not just husband’s 

parents but their own as well. This phenomenon may be influenced by 

increasing level of women's education, participation of women's employment 

along with changing woman's status within family. For instance, in Korea, 

64.5% of 50 years old and older agreed that married woman should provide 
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financial assistance to their own parents whereas 78.0% of them reported 

married woman should support her parents-in-law. This result shows the shift 

of values taking place between the young and old in Korea. The generational 

gap shows that changes on attitude toward support are continuing from 

traditional beliefs to more modern. For example, attitudes on support from 

married women to their parents are increasing more than those of married 

men to their parents among young generations in Japan, South Korea, and 

Taiwan. In particular, 20~39 years old Koreans begin to believe that financial 

support to parents should be provided equally to both side’s parents. 

Comparing with the previous situation, this indicates that the support of 

elderly parents had been concentrated on the eldest son and his family, taking 

care of old parents is not just the role of eldest son but also the role of all 

children in Korea. In this sense, Korean woman plays a role not only in  

supporting the parents-in-law but also her own parents in changing society.  

 Similar patterns are emerging also in Taiwanese society. It is also 

seen that people 50 years old and above in Taiwan tend to think married 

women should support their parents-in-law as older generation in Korean do. 

Yet the changing pattern of younger generation's attitude in Taiwan is facing 

slightly different direction with Korea. Interestingly, it is revealed that 

Taiwanese become to believe a married women have to help their own parents 

rather than parents-in-law. Unlike South Korean women, the younger married 

women are prone to believe women should support their own parents. The 

younger tend to believe more that married women should provide financial 
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support to their own parents and there is no significant difference across 

generations in the case that married women should support the parents-in-law. 

 In other words, these changes in regards to changing patterns of 

support to parents don't not mean that disagreements over support to the 

parents-in-law is weakening, but that agreements over help to the one's own 

parents of married woman are reinforcing. It is likely that gender equality and 

increasing levels of woman's educational attainment as well as employment 

rates are reflected in this transformation. On the other hand, it also implies 

that attitude on elderly care is still regarded as family support rather than be 

absorbed into public sphere. Hence it is important to indicate that the change 

seems to be connected with weakening patriarchal system in South Korea and 

Taiwan but still remains in the minds of family members as a burden.  

 Moreover, younger married people are likely to believe they should 

provide more financial support to both of their parents. Low fertility rate and 

declining the number of children may be reflected in this context. 

Ochiai(2004) points out that according to emerging nuclear family, each of 

children are becomes eldest son or eldest daughter who should take care of 

their parents comparing previous Japanese societies where the others(younger 

children) were free from family matters.
18

 From this point of view, comparing 

older generation aged 50 years old and above, younger generation has a few 

siblings who share a burden of elderly care in Korea and Taiwan as well as 

Japan. This result clearly describes how demographic situation has shifted 
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 오치아이 에미코 (2004). 21세기 가족에게. 양서원. p.261. 
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while social norms in terms of parent support as a role of adult child has 

shifted less.  

 To sum, patterns of attitude toward supporting elderly parents have 

both similarities and differences in South Korea, Japan, Taiwan and Thailand. 

One of the distinctive feature based on the result is that the patriarchal 

supporting system is slightly weakening in South Korea and Taiwan as 

generation gets younger, however the elderly care is still remaining in family 

as a burden caused by strong family-centered ideology or a lack of social care 

service.  
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Chapter V. Different Patterns of Behavior on Parental 

Support in South Korea, Japan, Taiwan and Thailand 

  

In this chapter, patterns of behavior toward parental support will be examined 

by each society. The behavior of parental support was measured by asking 

"How frequently did you do each of the following things to your own parent(s) 

for the last 12 months?". The supporting behavior is categorized and analyzed 

into three parts; financial support, instrumental support and emotional support.  

 

5.1. General Pattern of Financial Support  

  

Providing a financial support is the most representative example relating to 

formal assistance to elderly parents. This factor belongs to the basic but very 

important means of assistance. The patterns of behavior on providing 

financial help will be examined into four cases same as the patterns of attitude 

such as providing financial support 'from married men to own parents', 'from 

married men to parents-in-law', 'from married women to own parents' and 

'from married women to parents-in-law'.  

 First, Table 11 and Table 12 describe a frequency of providing 

financial support of married man to own parents and parents-in-law. As Table 

11 indicates, those who provide financial support most frequently are 

Thai('Very frequently' and 'Often' combined - 47%) and Taiwanese 

people('Very frequently' and 'Often' combined - 46.7%). Also the 32.7% of 
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South Korean man who got married reported they provide financial assistance 

'very frequently' or 'often' while only 11% of Japanese replied they are likely 

to do so. 

 

Table 11. Frequency of providing financial support from married man to their 

own parents in each country (N, %) 

 

Very 

frequently 
Often Sometimes Seldom Not at all Total N 

South 

Korea 
29(10.1) 65(22.6) 132(45.8) 50(17.4) 12(4.2) 288 

Japan 12(3.3) 28(7.7) 81(22.3) 120(33.1) 122(33.6) 363 

Taiwan 88(23.1) 90(23.6) 104(27.3) 49(12.9) 50(13.1) 381 

Thailand 23(13.7) 56(33.3) 37(22.0) 33(19.6) 19(11.3) 168 

  

Table 12. Frequency of providing financial support from married man to 

parents-in-law in each country (N, %) 

 

Very 

frequently 
Often Sometimes Seldom Not at all 

Total 

N 

South 

Korea 
16(5.1) 26(8.2) 132(41.8) 100(31.6) 42(13.3) 316 

Japan 3(0.7) 7(1.7) 55(13.4) 142(34.7) 202(49.4) 409 

Taiwan 7(1.6) 25(5.8) 135(31.3) 112(25.9) 153(35.4) 432 

Thailand 11(7.1) 42(26.9) 35(22.4) 32(20.5) 36(23.1) 156 

  

 Comparing with Table 11, Table 12 shows how frequently married 

man in each society provides financial support to parents-in-law. According to 

the result, married men in Thailand turned out to be the most frequent- 

supporters of parents-in-law(37%). South Koreans come as the second(13.3%) 

who "Very frequently" or "Often" support their parents-in-law, however most 
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of South Koreans are also the ones who provide support "sometimes".  

 In comparison with Table 11 where Taiwanese men tend to support 

their own parents frequently, Table 12 presents that only 1.6% and 5.8% of 

them support their parents-in-law fairly frequently and most of them reported 

they are not likely to do so.  

 As mentioned from the previous chapter analyzing the attitude, it is 

revealed that unlike Japan and Taiwan, South Korean people tend to believe 

they should support both of their parents - their own parents and parents-in-

law almost equally. However the pattern of behavior curves toward more 

patriarchal direction than the pattern of attitude in South Korea. This shows 

that Korean family values related to parental support is shifting from the 

traditional ones, but there are still limitations in equal performance. 

 Following tables examine the patterns of behavior from married 

woman to each extended family will be examined in following tables. A Table 

13 presents the frequency of support of married woman to own parents in 

each country. As the Table 13 shows, Thai women seem to be actively be 

involved in helping their own parents in financial way. The percentage of 

Thai women who provide financial support to own parents "Very frequently" 

or "Often" is 44.9% all together. On the other hand, only 22.2% of South 

Korean and 20% of Taiwanese married women reported they support their 

own parents quite frequently. Japanese women are the least supportive to their 

own parents(5.2%) in this case. 
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Table 13. Frequency of providing financial support from married woman to 

their own parents in each country  (N, %) 

 

Very 

frequently 
Often Sometimes Seldom Not at all Total N 

South 

Korea 
25(5.7) 72(16.5) 205(47.0) 93(21.3) 41(9.4) 436 

Japan 10(2.1) 15(3.1) 74(15.4) 140(29.2) 240(50.1) 479 

Taiwan 34(7.9) 52(12.1) 173(40.4) 95(22.2) 74(17.3) 428 

Thailand 39(13.9) 87(31.0) 68(24.2) 59(21.0) 28(10.0) 281 

 

 Table 14 shows the frequency of giving financial support from 

married woman to parents-in-law in each country. Surprisingly, although Thai 

married women are the ones who most believe in support of parents-in-law it 

turned out that comparing to other societies, married women in South Korea 

are the most frequently provide support to parents-in-law. To be more specific, 

36.8% of married women in South Korea replied they frequently offer a 

financial help to parents-in-law whereas 30.5% of married women in Thai and 

29.9% of Taiwanese women said they do so. On the other hand, over the half 

of Japanese married women reported they do not give such assistance to 

parents-in-law at all. This result confirms that unlike Japan, in South Korea 

and Taiwan, the patriarchal supporting system may still exist in terms of 

giving financial support to parents. 
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Table 14. Frequency of providing financial support from married woman to 

parents-in-law in each country (N, %) 

 

Very 

frequently 
Often Sometimes Seldom Not at all Total N 

South 

Korea 
71(17.2) 81(19.6) 164(39.7) 67(16.2) 30(7.3) 413 

Japan 16(3.6) 22(4.9) 68(15.2) 115(25.8) 225(50.4) 446 

Taiwan 47(12.1) 69(17.8) 100(25.8) 59(15.2) 112(28.9) 387 

Thailand 17(7.4) 53(23.1) 37(16.2) 58(25.3) 64(27.9) 229 

 

 Previous Tables 11~14 illustrate how patterns of supporting behavior 

varies not only between societies but also from the attitude of each of 

societies. Yet it is still difficult to see the changes of patterns within one single 

society. Therefore following tables describe the patterns of behavior by 

different age groups in each society.  

 

 

1) Specified Pattern by Age Differences 

 

Since these four questions already contain behavior of man and women, age 

differences will be further analyzed in order to provide more detailed 

explanation of patterns and shifts. 

 Table 15 and Table 16 describe the frequency of providing married 

men's financial support to their own parents and parents-in-law. According to 

the Table 15, it is found that behavior of young 20-30 years old married men 

is different across the countries. For instance, 51.6% of Thai married men 
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frequently provide financial assistance to own parents while 45.8% of 

Taiwanese and 30.8% of South Korean do so.  

 

Table 15. Frequency of providing financial support from married man to their 

own parents by age in each country (N, %) 

    
Very 

frequently 
Often Sometimes Seldom 

Not at 

all 

Total 

N 

South 

Korea 

20~39 7(6.5) 26(24.3) 50(46.7) 23(21.5) 1(0.9) 107 

40~49 12(8.7) 33(23.9) 66(47.8) 21(15.2) 6(4.3) 138 

50s+ 10(23.3) 6(14.0) 16(37.2) 6(14.0) 5(11.6) 43 

Japan 

20~39 4(3.4) 6(5.0) 11(9.2) 38(31.9) 60(50.4) 119 

40~49 1(1.1) 5(5.7) 23(26.1) 26(29.5) 33(37.5) 88 

50s+ 7(4.5) 17(10.9) 47(30.1) 56(35.9) 29(18.6) 156 

Taiwan 

20~39 29(22.5) 30(23.3) 31(24.0) 19(14.7) 20(15.5) 129 

40~49 38(25.5) 39(26.2) 40(26.8) 18(12.1) 14(9.4) 149 

50s+ 21(20.4) 21(20.4) 33(32.0) 12(11.7) 16(15.5) 103 

Thailand 

20~39 7(11.3) 25(40.3) 13(21.0) 12(19.4) 5(8.1) 62 

40~49 5(7.8) 21(32.8) 18(28.1) 14(21.9) 6(9.4) 64 

50s+ 11(26.2) 10(23.8) 6(14.3) 7(16.7) 8(19.0) 42 

 

 According to Table 16, in comparison with attitude on parental 

support of married men to parents-in-law, it is found that a frequency of real 

supporting is relatively lower than supporting beliefs in all societies. Also 

despite small cases, it is generally seen that younger generation is less willing 

to give frequent financial help to parents-in-law. 
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Table 16. Frequency of providing financial support from married man to 

parents-in-law by age in each country (N, %) 

    
Very 

frequently 
Often Sometimes Seldom Not at all 

Total 

N 

South 

Korea 

20~39 6(5.7) 8(7.5) 37(34.9) 44(41.5) 11(10.4) 106 

40~49 6(4.1) 14(9.5) 66(44.6) 41(27.7) 21(14.2) 148 

50s+ 4(6.5) 4(6.5) 29(46.8) 15(24.2) 10(16.1) 62 

Japan 

20~39 2(1.7) 3(2.5) 8(6.7) 37(30.8) 70(58.3) 120 

40~49 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 13(14.6) 32(36.0) 44(49.4) 89 

50s+ 1(0.5) 4(2.0) 34(17.0) 73(36.5) 88(44.0) 200 

Taiwan 

20~39 1(0.8) 4(3.1) 40(31.3) 34(26.6) 49(38.3) 128 

40~49 3(1.8) 12(7.1) 57(33.7) 40(23.7) 57(33.7) 169 

50s+ 3(2.2) 9(6.7) 38(28.1) 38(28.1) 47(34.8) 135 

Thailand 

20~39 4(7.3) 15(27.3) 14(25.5) 11(20.0) 11(20.0) 55 

40~49 1(1.7) 16(27.1) 15(25.4) 12(20.3) 15(2.4) 59 

50s+ 6(14.3) 11(26.2) 6(14.3) 9(21.4) 10(23.8) 42 

 

 Furthermore, age differences also occur in the case of behavior of 

married women. Table 17 and Table 18 shows the frequency of giving 

economic assistance from married woman to own parents and parents-in-law. 

According to Table 17, although Thailand was the society which most 

frequently provides financial support from married woman to own parents, 

there is no significant difference between younger and older age groups in 

Thailand and Japan as well. However the situation is different in South Korea 

and Taiwan. For instance, only 10.6% of 50 years old (and above) married 

women in South Korea and 11.3 % of those in Taiwan reported they assist 

their own parents, but this proportion is getting increased as the group of 

population get younger. In Korea, 23.8% of 40~49 and 23.3% of 20~39 years 
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old replied they support own parents either "Very frequently" or "Often", 

while 18.9% of 40~49 and 25% of 20~39 years old married Taiwanese 

women confirmed it. In regards to parental support, this change may describe 

that the role of daughter is getting as important as the role of son. However 

this finding also implies that the responsibility for elderly parents is still 

inside the family with reinforcing the role of daughter rather than spread it 

further toward the public sphere.  

 

Table 17. Frequency of providing financial support from married woman to 

their own parents by age in each country (N, %) 

    
Very 

frequently 
Often Sometimes Seldom Not at all 

Total 

N 

South 

Korea 

20~39 13(5.9) 39(17.6) 100(45.2) 51(23.1) 18(8.1) 221 

40~49 11(6.5) 29(17.3) 83(49.4) 29(17.3) 16(9.5) 168 

50s+ 1(2.1) 4(8.5) 22(46.8) 13(27.7) 7(14.9) 47 

Japan 

20~39 3(2.0) 2(1.3) 21(14.1) 46(30.9) 77(51.7) 149 

40~49 4(2.6) 4(2.6) 21(13.9) 50(33.1) 72(47.7) 151 

50s+ 3(1.7) 9(0.0) 32(17.9) 44(24.6) 91(0.8) 179 

Taiwan 

20~39 21(10.7) 28(14.3) 82(41.8) 39(19.9) 26(13.3) 196 

40~49 10(7.0) 17(11.9) 58(40.6) 32(22.4) 26(18.2) 143 

50s+ 3(3.4) 7(7.9) 33(37.1) 24(27.0) 22(24.7) 89 

Thailand 

20~39 18(13.2) 43(31.6) 35(25.7) 25(18.4) 15(11.0) 136 

40~49 12(12.5) 32(33.3) 24(25.0) 17(17.7) 11(11.5) 96 

50s+ 9(18.4) 12(24.5) 9(18.4) 17(34.7) 2(4.1) 49 
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Table 18. Frequency of providing financial support from married woman to 

parents-in-law by age in each country (N, %) 

    
Very 

frequently 
Often Sometimes Seldom Not at all 

Total 

N 

South 

Korea 

20~39 34(16.0) 43(20.2) 80(37.6) 39(18.3) 17(8.0) 213 

40~49 26(16.9) 29(18.8) 67(43.5) 22(14.3) 10(6.5) 154 

50s+ 11(23.9) 9(19.6) 17(37.0) 6(13.0) 3(6.5) 46 

Japan 

20~39 1(0.7) 5(3.4) 13(8.9) 32(21.9) 95(65.1) 146 

40~49 5(3.4) 2(1.4) 22(15.1) 50(34.2) 67(45.9) 146 

50s+ 10(6.5) 15(9.7) 33(21.4) 33(21.4) 63(40.9) 154 

Taiwan 

20~39 16(8.5) 33(17.6) 54(28.7) 30(16.0) 55(29.3) 188 

40~49 20(15.0) 21(15.8) 32(24.1) 19(14.3) 41(30.8) 133 

50s+ 11(16.7) 15(22.7) 14(21.2) 10(15.2) 16(24.2) 66 

Thailand 

20~39 7(5.9) 31(26.3) 15(12.7) 33(28.0) 32(27.1) 118 

40~49 7(9.2) 13(17.1) 16(21.1) 16(21.1) 24(31.6) 76 

50s+ 3(8.6) 9(25.7) 6(17.1) 9(25.7) 8(22.9) 35 

 

 The Table 18 indicates that unlike Japan, Taiwan and Thailand, 

South Koreans are the most frequent economic assistants relating to the help 

to women's parents-in-law. However such frequency is declining as age of 

female gets younger in Korea as well as in Taiwan. For example 43.5% of 

married 50 years (and above) old women replied they support parents-in-law 

"Very frequently" or "Often" and this proportion is decreasing as age gets 

lower (35.7% - 40~49 years old and 36.2% - 20~39 years old) in South Korea. 

Moreover, such generation gap is more apparent in Taiwan. The 39.4% of 50 

years (and above) old gradually drop to 30.8% of 40~49 years old and 26.1% 

of 20~39 years old in Taiwan. This refers that the frequency of behavior 

which a married woman performs in providing financial support to her 
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parents-in-law is decreasing in Taiwan and South Korea but at the same time, 

the proportion is still high compared with Japan.  

 To sum it up, Thai people provide financial support to parents most 

frequently, however in the case of married women and their support to 

parents-in-law, it is observed that South Korean women are the most 

supportive in taking care of their parents-in-laws. This reflects that the 

supporting pattern is still concentrated on patrilineal direction in Korean 

society. On the other hand, the changes on behavior toward women's own 

parents are both observed in South Korea (and Taiwan) which to the role of 

the daughter as an equivalent to the role of son. This finding implies that the 

traditional family supporting system focusing on male's family is being 

modified. However if this duty of children is not lessening but reinforcing 

toward both sides of parents, it is apparent that female burden is getting more 

severe in these society. Thus it suggests that the supporting pattern is getting 

shifted but still remaining within the realm of family burden in these societies.  

 

 

5.2. General Pattern of Instrumental Support 

 

Patterns of behavior for instrumental support show different features of 

relationship between adult children and old parents. Considering parental 

support, similar patterns but also distinctive features between financial 

support and instrumental support may appear in these societies. Traditionally, 



 

43 

taking care of male's parents was a priority over wife's family due to 

patriarchal family values in some countries. On the other hand, in respect to 

providing care-work or a matter of intimacy, female's parents may put a 

priority on patriarchal structure of extended family relationship. Thus this 

chapter explains how these types of support can affect the frequency of 

behavior on parental support in each country.  

 The four different situations of instrumental support which are the 

same with financial support will be examined in this chapter. First of all, 

Table 19 and Table 20 describe the frequency of behavior on giving 

instrumental support from married man to each extended family.  

 According to Table 19, 12.3% and 23.8% of Taiwanese married men 

reported they take care of their own parents "Very frequently" and "Often". 

The married men in South Korea turn out to be the second frequent providers 

of instrumental support along with Taiwan (4.9%) and 20.1% of Korean men 

reported they take care of their own parents "Very frequently" and "Often". 

Different from the pattern of providing financial support, this finding 

represents men in Taiwan and South Korea take care of their own parents 

more often than men in Thailand.   
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Table 19. Frequency of providing instrumental support from married man to 

their own parents in each country (N, %) 

  
Very 

frequently 
Often Sometimes Seldom Not at all Total N 

South 

Korea 
14(4.9) 58(20.1) 100(34.7) 78(27.1) 38(13.2) 288 

Japan 13(3.6) 28(7.7) 94(25.8) 109(29.9) 120(33.0) 364 

Taiwan 47(12.3) 91(23.8) 104(27.2) 68(17.8) 72(18.8) 382 

Thailand 13(7.7) 18(10.7) 23(13.7) 46(27.4) 68(40.5) 168 

 

Table 20. Frequency of providing instrumental support from married man to 

parents-in-law in each country (N, %) 

  
Very 

frequently 
Often Sometimes Seldom Not at all Total N 

South 

Korea 
2(0.6) 18(5.7) 100(31.6) 133(42.1) 63(19.9) 316 

Japan 2(0.5) 11(2.7) 76(18.6) 132(32.3) 188(46.0) 409 

Taiwan 2(0.5) 27(6.3) 82(19.0) 113(26.2) 208(48.1) 432 

Thailand 2(1.3) 18(11.5) 21(13.5) 40(25.6) 75(48.1) 156 

 

 Comparing with Table 19, behavior of married men toward parents-

in-law in terms of instrumental support is fairly weaker than toward their own 

parents in Table 20. Only married men in Thailand replied they take care of 

parental-in-law often (11.5%). On the other hand, 19.9% of Korean men 

replied they never take care of parents-in-law. This proportion is the 

considerably lowest from the all examined countries. This indicates, although 

married men in Thailand seem to be less reluctant to support the wife's family 

than other societies, married men in Korea are more involved in supporting 

parents-in-law on occasion than other societies.   
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 Furthermore, patterns of behavior for married women to each of 

extended family differ from the patterns of male respondents. Table 21 and 

Table 22 shows the frequency of providing instrumental support of married 

women toward their own parents and parents-in-law. Based on the results 

from Table 21, it is seen that 11% of Thai women are "Very frequently" 

engaged in providing care to own parents and 14.6% are engaged "Often". 

18.5% in Taiwan, 17% in South Korea and 13.8% of women in Japan reported 

they help their own parents either "Very frequently" or "Often".  

 

Table 21. Frequency of providing instrumental support from married woman 

to their own parents in each country (N, %) 

  
Very 

frequently 
Often Sometimes Seldom Not at all N 

South 

Korea 
14(3.2) 60(13.8) 165(37.8) 142(32.6) 55(12.6) 436 

Japan 32(6.7) 34(7.1) 145(30.3) 120(25.1) 148(30.9) 479 

Taiwan 24(5.6) 55(12.9) 151(35.3) 84(19.6) 114(26.6) 428 

Thailand 31(11.0) 41(14.6) 38(13.5) 68(24.2) 103(36.7) 281 

 

Table 22. Frequency of providing instrumental support from married woman 

to parents-in-law in each country (N, %) 

  
Very 

frequently 
Often Sometimes Seldom Not at all Total N 

South 

Korea 
39(9.4) 73(17.7) 153(37.0) 108(26.2) 40(9.7) 413 

Japan 53(11.8) 39(8.7) 85(18.9) 109(24.3) 163(36.3) 449 

Taiwan 58(15.0) 84(21.7) 106(27.4) 62(16.0) 77(19.9) 387 

Thailand 12(5.2) 31(13.5) 15(6.6) 59(25.8) 112(48.9) 229 
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 Interestingly, this pattern is changing in the case of providing 

instrumental support from married women to parents-in-law. As Table 22 

indicates, those who are most deeply involved in taking care of parents-in-law 

are Taiwanese women, 36.7% replied "Very frequently" or "Often". 

Comparing with Table 21, Taiwanese women seem to be involved in 

providing care to parents-in-law more frequently than to their own parents. 

The similar pattern appears in the results from South Korea as well.  

 In particular, even though Thai women tend to believe they should 

provide support the parents-in-law, almost a half of Thai married women do 

not actually provide financial support to them at all. On the contrary, only 9.7% 

of Korean women replied they don't help their parents-in-law at all. This 

finding reveals the fact that even the attitude on parental care toward each 

extended family is getting equalized, the pattern here still leans toward male's 

extended family as well as patterns of providing financial support in South 

Korea. In this context, if married men take more care of their own parents and 

women take care of parents-in-law, instrumental support could be 

concentrated to man's parents in the end. If so, elderly parents in Korea who 

only have only daughter(s) might struggle with a situation coming from a lack 

of caregivers.  

 In Thailand, as well as patterns of attitude, it is found that married 

couple provides instrumental support to each of their own parents more 

frequently. Also the supportive behavior of married women appears more 

often than men's supporting behavior. This corresponds with a previous 
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research which pointed out the daughter as the most desirable caregiver for 

elderly parents in Thailand.
19

  

 

 

1) Specified Pattern by Age Differences 

 

As a significant generational effect was not significantly found in the pattern 

of financial support, a similar pattern is observed here. Table 23 shows the 

frequency of providing instrumental support from married men to own parents 

by different age groups. Overall, the younger generation is likely to support 

both sides of their parents less frequently except Taiwan. In Taiwan, not only 

the older generation, but the younger generation too provides parental support 

quite frequently.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                           

19 Korea Survey(Gallup) Poll Ltd. op.cit.  
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Table 23. Frequency of providing instrumental support from married man to 

their own parents by age in each country (N, %) 

    
Very 

frequently 
Often Sometimes Seldom 

Not at 

all 

Total 

N 

South 

Korea 

20~39 3(2.8) 21(19.6) 45(42.1) 27(25.2) 11(10.3) 107 

40~49 7(5.1) 29(21.0) 49(35.5) 39(28.3) 14(10.1) 138 

50s+ 4(9.3) 8(18.6) 6(14.0) 12(27.9) 13(30.2) 43 

Japan 

20~39 3(2.5) 3(2.5) 27(22.9) 32(27.1) 53(44.9) 118 

40~49 2(2.2) 4(4.5) 28(31.5) 31(34.8) 24(27.0) 89 

50s+ 8(5.1) 21(13.4) 39(24.8) 46(29.3) 43(27.4) 157 

Taiwan 

20~39 17(13.1) 31(23.8) 40(30.8) 27(20.8) 15(11.5) 130 

40~49 17(11.4) 36(24.2) 43(28.9) 25(16.8) 28(18.8) 149 

50s+ 13(12.6) 24(23.3) 21(20.4) 16(15.5) 29(28.2) 103 

Thailand 

20~39 4(6.5) 4(6.5) 10(16.1) 21(33.9) 23(37.1) 62 

40~49 3(4.7) 6(9.4) 9(14.1) 17(26.6) 29(45.3) 64 

50s+ 6(14.3) 8(19.0) 4(9.5) 8(19.0) 16(38.1) 42 

 

 Second, the Table 24 describes the frequency of providing 

instrumental support from married man to parents-in-law by age. Since a 

small number of cases were observed here, it is difficult to find the pattern of 

behavior among different age groups. However, in comparison with other 

societies, in South Korea it appears that the younger generation is willing to 

provide an assistance more frequently - 3.2% of 50 years(and above) old 

Korean people reported "Often", 8.5% of 20~39 years old reported the same. 

In addition, the proportion of married men who replied they don't provide any 

instrumental support at all is gradually decreased from 30.6% of 50 years(and 

above) old men to 14.2% of 20~39 years old men in Korea. This may refers 

the role of son-in-law as a caregiver is getting reinforced in this country. 
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Table 24. Frequency of providing instrumental support from married man to 

parents-in-law by age in each country (N, %) 

    
Very 

frequently 
Often Sometimes Seldom Not at all 

Total 

N 

South 

Korea 

20~39 1(0.9) 9(8.5) 38(35.8) 43(40.6) 15(14.2) 106 

40~49 0(0.0) 7(4.7) 47(31.8) 65(43.9) 29(19.6) 148 

50s+ 1(1.6) 2(3.2) 15(24.2) 25(40.3) 19(30.6) 62 

Japan 

20~39 1(0.8) 1(0.8) 28(23.3) 29(24.2) 61(50.8) 120 

40~49 0(0.0) 1(1.1) 15(16.9) 32(36.0) 41(46.1) 89 

50s+ 1(0.5) 9(4.5) 33(16.5) 71(35.5) 86(43.0) 200 

Taiwan 

20~39 0(0.0) 4(3.1) 31(24.2) 39(30.5) 54(42.2) 128 

40~49 2(1.2) 15(8.9) 31(18.3) 41(24.3) 80(47.3) 169 

50s+ 0(0.0) 8(5.9) 20(14.8) 33(24.4) 74(54.8) 135 

Thailand 

20~39 1(1.8) 7(12.7) 6(10.9) 17(30.9) 24(43.6) 55 

40~49 0(0.0) 3(5.1) 11(18.6) 13(22.0) 32(54.2) 59 

50s+ 1(2.4) 8(19.0) 4(9.5) 10(23.8) 19(45.2) 42 

  

 Third, the Table 25 and 26 show the frequency of providing care in 

the case of woman by different age groups. As Table 25 shows, it is found that 

as Thai, Taiwanese and Korean female respondents become younger, they 

tend to support their own parents more frequently. Only younger married 

women in Japan seem to provide less support to their parents than older 

generation does. 
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Table 25. Frequency of providing instrumental support from married woman 

to their own parents by age in each country (N, %) 

    
Very 

frequently 
Often Sometimes Seldom Not at all 

Total

N  

South 

Korea 

20~39 9(4.1) 35(15.8) 81(36.7) 70(31.7) 26(11.8) 221 

40~49 4(2.4) 23(13.7) 70(41.7) 52(31.0) 19(11.3) 168 

50s+ 1(2.1) 2(4.3) 14(29.8) 20(42.6) 10(21.3) 47 

Japan 

20~39 9(6.0) 6(4.0) 41(27.5) 40(26.8) 53(35.6) 149 

40~49 9(6.0) 11(7.3) 38(25.2) 48(31.8) 45(29.8) 151 

50s+ 14(7.8) 17(9.5) 66(36.9) 32(17.9) 50(27.9) 179 

Taiwan 

20~39 12(6.1) 35(17.9) 74(37.8) 43(21.9) 32(16.3) 196 

40~49 7(4.9) 15(10.5) 50(35.0) 27(18.9) 44(30.8) 143 

50s+ 5(5.6) 5(5.6) 27(30.3) 14(15.7) 38(42.7) 89 

Thailand 

20~39 21(15.4) 21(15.4) 16(11.8) 32(23.5) 46(33.8) 136 

40~49 7(7.3) 16(16.7) 15(15.6) 24(25.0) 34(35.4) 96 

50s+ 3(6.1) 4(8.2) 7(14.3) 12(24.5) 23(46.9) 49 

 

Table 26. Frequency of providing instrumental support from married woman 

to parents-in-law by age in each country (N, %) 

    
Very 

frequently 
Often Sometimes Seldom Not at all 

Total 

N 

South 

Korea 

20~39 21(9.9) 42(17.9) 74(34.7) 58(27.2) 18(8.5) 213 

40~49 12(7.8) 27(17.5) 62(40.3) 37(24.0) 16(10.4) 154 

50s+ 6(13.0) 4(8.7) 17(37.0) 13(28.3) 6(13.0) 46 

Japan 

20~39 6(4.1) 8(5.5) 21(14.5) 46(31.7) 64(44.1) 145 

40~49 11(7.5) 16(10.9) 28(19.0) 39(26.5) 53(36.1) 147 

50s+ 36(22.9) 15(9.6) 36(22.9) 24(15.3) 46(29.3) 157 

Taiwan 

20~39 30(16.0) 49(26.1) 57(30.3) 30(16.0) 22(11.7) 188 

40~49 16(12.0) 25(18.8) 35(26.3) 22(16.5) 35(26.3) 133 

50s+ 12(18.2) 10(15.2) 14(21.2) 10(15.2) 20(30.3) 66 

Thailand 

20~39 8(6.8) 12(10.2) 10(8.5) 31(26.3) 57(48.3) 118 

40~49 3(3.9) 11(14.5) 5(6.6) 16(21.1) 41(53.9) 76 

50s+ 1(2.9) 8(22.9) 0(0.0) 12(34.3) 14(40.0) 35 
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 Lastly, considering the support to parents-in-law (Table 26), younger 

women who got married tend to support their parents-in-law less frequently 

than older generation in Japan and Thailand. However, in South Korea and 

Taiwan, the younger generation reported they support their parents-in-law 

more frequently than older generation does. At the same time, even 20~39 

years old women take care of parents-in-law more frequently than their own 

parents. This finding reveals that the role of daughter is increasing but the role 

of daughter-in-law is also rising and is still considered important in these 

countries.  

 

 

5.3. General Pattern of Emotional Support 

  

Unlike financial support or instrumental support, emotional support can 

provide an interesting feature of supporting structure. Unfortunately, since 

JGSS doesn't contain the statement on emotional support, only data from 

South Korea, Taiwan and Thailand are analyzed here. Since Japanese show 

fairly low attitudes and behaviors in supporting the parents, it is believed that 

this limitation is not that significant to examine the patterns of emotional care 

of parents. Also due to the absence of question related to emotional support to 

parents-in-law, only two cases - 'from married men to own parents', 'from 

married woman to own parents' are examined and the characteristic of 

supporting parents-in-law could not be analyzed here.  
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 A Table 27 describes the frequency of providing emotional support 

from married man to own parents by country. As Table 27 indicates, 14.3% of 

married men in Thailand provide emotional care to parents "Very frequently" 

which is the highest rate from all three countries. However once the 

proportion of "Often" combined, Taiwan leads in most frequent emotional 

care and South Korea takes the second place. Although married men in 

Thailand are the most supportive in helping their parents in general, it is 

found that Taiwan and South Korea which maintained Confucian family 

norms have close extended family relationship between married man and their 

elderly parents.  

 

Table 27. Frequency of providing emotional support from married man to 

their own parents in each country (N, %) 

  
Very 

frequently 
Often Sometimes Seldom Not at all 

Total 

N 

South 

Korea 
25(8.7) 73(25.4) 119(41.5) 56(19.5) 14(4.9) 287 

Taiwan 31(8.1) 119(31.2) 130(34.0) 77(20.2) 25(6.5) 382 

Thailand 24(14.3) 30(17.9) 32(19.0) 39(23.2) 43(25.6) 168 

 

 Also, Table 28 presents a pattern of behavior for married women in 

each country. Although the frequency of the behavior was higher than that of 

men above, a similar pattern can be observed. The women in Taiwan turned 

out to be the most frequent performers of providing emotional care to their 

own parents while Thai women were the least engaged in this matter.  
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 As previous research and analysis indicates, the daughter in a Thai 

society has a special meaning. However the pattern of emotional support from 

married women to own parents which proves a relationship between adult 

children and old parents is closer in Taiwan and South Korea than Thailand.  

 Although daughters in Thai society are considered as important 

caregivers to parents, it is revealed that the relationship between daughter and 

their own parents is closer in South Korea and Taiwan. This is the distinctive 

pattern in comparison with financial or instrumental support.    

 

Table 28. Frequency of providing emotional support from married woman to 

their own parents in each country (N, %) 

  
Very 

frequently 
Often Sometimes Seldom Not at all 

Total 

N 

South 

Korea 
54(12.4) 142(32.6) 170(39.0) 55(12.6) 15(3.4) 436 

Taiwan 56(13.1) 177(41.4) 145(33.9) 28(6.5) 22(5.1) 428 

Thailand 40(14.2) 78(27.8) 53(18.9) 65(23.1) 45(16.0) 281 

 

 

1) Specified Pattern by Age Differences  

 

On the other hand a significant feature is observed when comparing patterns 

of married men and women in South Korea and Taiwan. A Table 29 and Table 

30 show patterns of emotional support by different age groups in each country. 

In Table 29, it is clearly shown that as South Korean and Taiwanese married 
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men are getting aged they provide emotional support more frequently. This 

phenomenon may be caused by a few factors. First, since younger men are 

more involved in working activities than the older. Thus, they might don't 

have much time on providing emotional support to parents or they might have 

weaker values than older generation does. However this pattern is only 

observed in Taiwan and South Korea, not in Thailand.  

 Surprisingly, as Table 30 presents, patterns of married women are 

totally different. Unlike older married men which provide the emotional 

support than the younger ones, older married women provide emotional care 

less frequently than the younger ones. This is not only seen in the pattern of 

emotional support but also financial or instrumental support in the case of 

married women toward their own parents. Declining the number of children 

and increasing the number of families which have only daughter(s) may also 

affect this phenomenon. Thus, as in the previous cases, compared to older 

generation, the role of daughter as an emotional caregiver to parents is getting 

highly important in these regions. 
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Table 29. Frequency of providing emotional support from married man to 

their own parents by age groups in each country (N, %) 

    
Very 

frequently 
Often Sometimes Seldom Not at all 

Total 

N 

South 

Korea 

20~39 7(6.6) 26(24.5) 48(45.3) 21(19.8) 4(3.8) 106 

40~49 14(10.1) 34(24.6) 60(43.5) 27(19.6) 3(2.2) 138 

50s+ 4(9.3) 13(30.2) 11(25.6) 8(18.6) 7(16.3) 43 

Taiwan 

20~39 7(5.4) 39(30.0) 50(38.5) 28(21.5) 6(4.6) 130 

40~49 13(8.7) 44(29.5) 53(35.6) 28(18.8) 11(7.4) 149 

50s+ 11(10.7) 36(35.0) 27(26.2) 21(20.4) 8(7.8) 103 

Thailand 

20~39 7(11.3) 14(22.6) 12(19.4) 15(24.2) 14(22.6) 62 

40~49 9(14.1) 5(7.8) 15(23.4) 16(25.0) 19(29.7) 64 

50s+ 8(19.0) 11(26.2) 5(11.9) 8(19.0) 10(23.8) 42 

 

Table 30. Frequency of providing emotional support from married woman to 

their own parents by age groups in each country (N, %) 

    
Very 

frequently 
Often Sometimes Seldom Not at all 

Total 

N 

South 

Korea 

20~39 38(17.2) 77(34.8) 82(37.1) 17(7.7) 7(3.2) 221 

40~49 12(7.1) 51(30.4) 74(44.0) 26(15.5) 5(3.0) 168 

50s+ 4(8.5) 14(29.8) 14(29.8) 12(25.5) 3(6.4) 47 

Taiwan 

20~39 25(12.8) 87(44.4) 68(34.7) 11(5.6) 5(2.6) 196 

40~49 21(14.8) 58(40.8) 44(30.8) 13(9.1) 7(4.9) 143 

50s+ 10(11.2) 32(36.0) 33(37.1) 4(4.5) 10(11.2) 89 

Thailand 

20~39 21(15.4) 43(31.6) 28(20.6) 26(19.1) 18(13.2) 136 

40~49 10(10.4) 26(27.1) 15(15.6) 30(31.3) 15(15.6) 96 

50s+ 9(18.4) 9(18.4) 10(20.4) 9(18.4) 12(24.5) 49 
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 To sum up, this chapter explored the patterns of behaviors by 

different types of parental support in South Korea, Japan, Taiwan and 

Thailand. The specified analysis by gender and age also reveals the 

characteristics of such patterns or standpoints of transformation in terms of 

attitudes and behavior for extended family relationships. 
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Chapter VI. Effects on Attitude and Behavior  

  

Based on the previous research and frequency analysis presented above, the 

research conducted a multiple regression analysis to examine patterns of 

providing financial support to elderly parents separately in each case. To see 

how the attitude on parental support affects the behavior, only the patterns of 

financial support were analyzed. 

 Here are three broad hypotheses to examine this research. First of all, 

attitude of supporting the parents financially will positively affect the 

behavior of providing financial support (Hypothesis 1). Second, in 

comparison with Japan and Taiwan, respondents in South Korea are more 

likely to provide financial support to own parents but less likely to perform it 

than Thailand (Hypothesis 2). Lastly, as all examined countries respondents' 

age gets younger, they are less likely to provide financial support to own 

parents (Hypothesis 3).  

 First of all, Table 31 presents results from the regression analysis of 

model 1 which examines the pattern of parental support from married man 

toward own parents.  

 As expected, attitude on providing financial support from married 

man to own parents has a significantly positive effect on the behavior. 

Therefore, the hypothesis 1 is confirmed at a significant level. Considering 

country variables, only Japan has a significant negative effects which means a 

married man in Japan provides a financial assistance to his own parents less 
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frequently than married man in Korea. Based on this result, the hypothesis 2 is 

partially proved asserting that Japanese men provide the support to own 

parents less than Korean men. However, any significant correlations were not 

found in Taiwan or Thailand.   

  

Table 31. Result from regression analysis of pattern on providing financial 

support from married man to own parents (Model 1) 

Independent variable β Std. Error Sig. 

Intercept 2.061 .173 
 

Attitude 1 (Strongly agreed=7) .201 .027 *** 

Country 
   

Japan -.969 .093 *** 

Taiwan .076 .089 
 

Thailand -.050 .110 
 

Age 
   

20~39 -.121 .077 
 

50 + .172 .084 
 

R² .204 
  

* Note : South Korea is a reference for country. 

40~49 is a reference for age. 

Attitude 1 refers "Married man should provide financial support to own           

parents"  

* p<0.05, ** p<0.01, *** p<0.001  

 

 

 With respect to different age groups, 50 years old and above are 

willing to provide a support more frequently than 40~49 years old at the 0.05 

significant level. The other control variables are not significant in this model 1.  

 From the scenario of married men to parents-in-law, the result is 

described in following Table 32. There are also three hypotheses in this model. 
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First, an attitude of supporting the parents financially will positively affect the  

behavior of providing financial support from married man to parents-in-law 

(Hypothesis 4). Second, married men in South Korea are more likely to 

provide financial support to parents-in-law than men in Japan and Taiwan but 

less likely to support than men in Thailand (Hypothesis 5). Lastly, as married 

men's age gets younger, they are less likely to provide financial support to 

parents-in-law (Hypothesis 6).  

 

Table 32. Result from regression analysis of pattern on providing financial 

support from married man to parents-in-law (Model 2) 

Independent variable β Std. Error Sig. 

Intercept 1.849 .132 
 

Attitude 2 (Strongly agree=7) .144 .022 *** 

Country 
   

    Japan -.812 .077 *** 

Taiwan -.382 .074 *** 

Thailand .109 .096 
 

Age 
   

20~39 -.069 .066 
 

50 + .077 .067 
 

R² .167 
  

* Note : South Korea is a reference for country. 

40~49 is a reference for age. 

Attitude 2 refers "Married man should provide financial support to their 

parents-in-law"  

* p<0.05, ** p<0.01, *** p<0.001  

 

 According to the result, it is observed that the attitude from married 

man to parents-in-law has a positive influence on the behavior significantly. 

Thus the hypothesis 4 is confirmed. Moreover, it is found that married men in 
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both Japan and Taiwan provide the support to parents-in-law less frequently 

than men in South Korea. However, since there is no significant correlation in 

Thailand variable, hypothesis 5 is partially proved. Considering the age 

differences, it does not significantly affect the behavior. 

 In following scenario of Model 3, patterns of parental support from 

married woman toward own parents are analyzed. There are three hypotheses 

examined here - Attitude of supporting parents financially will positively 

affect the behavior of providing financial support from married woman to 

own parents (Hypothesis 7), Married women in South Korea are more likely 

to provide financial support to their own parents than in Japan and Taiwan but 

less likely to support than women in Thailand (Hypothesis 8), As married 

women's age gets lower, they are less likely to provide financial support to 

own parents (Hypothesis 9).  

 As Table 33 indicates, the attitude on parental support from married 

woman to own parents has a significantly positive effect on the behavior 

(Hypothesis 7). Also women in Thailand tend to provide financial support to 

own parents less frequently than married women in South Korea. It also 

presents a close kin relationship between married women and their own 

parents in regards to elderly care in South Korea. This result confirms that the 

hypothesis 8 is slightly wrong. In comparison with Thailand, which regarded 

daughter as an important caregiver, this result from South Korea implicates 

the significant transition of the role of daughter. The married women in Korea 

are considered not just as daughters-in-law in a traditional family system but 
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also as daughters within newly changing kin relationship. This implies that 

the role of daughter is expected to be changed, however, this shift should not 

lead to another burden for married woman in Korea (including work and 

family balance, childbearing, etc.). Lastly, concerning age differences, Table 

33 also shows 50 years (and above) old married women provide support more 

frequently than 40 years old. But it is difficult to confirm the hypothesis 9. 

 

Table 33. Result from regression analysis of pattern on providing financial 

support from married woman to their own parents (Model 3) 

Independent variable β Std. Error Sig. 

Intercept 2.187 .121 
 

Attitude 3 (Strongly agree=7) .138 .021 *** 

Country 
   

Japan .001 .059 
 

Taiwan -.098 .072 
 

Thailand -.941 .074 *** 

Age 
   

20~39 -.127 .071 
 

50 + .218 .081 ** 

R² .223 
  

* Note : South Korea is a reference for country. 

40~49 is a reference for age. 

Attitude 3 refers "Married woman should provide financial support to their 

own parents" 

* p<0.05, ** p<0.01, *** p<0.001  

 

 Finally, the last scenario which concerns a parental support from 

married woman toward parents-in-law is examined in model 4. Similar 

patterns of hypotheses are examined here - Attitude of supporting parents 
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financially will positively affect the behavior of providing financial support 

from married woman to parents-in-law (Hypothesis 10), married women in 

South Korea are more likely to provide financial support to parents-in-law 

than women in Japan, Taiwan, Thailand (Hypothesis 11), As married women's 

age gets lower, they are less likely to provide financial support to parents-in-

law (Hypothesis 12).  

 In this model 4, an attitude on support from married woman to 

parents-in-law has also a significantly positive effect on such behavior 

(Hypothesis 10). In addition, married women in Thailand provide support to 

parents-in-law less frequently than women in South Korea as was expected in 

hypothesis 11. However, slightly different from the hypothesis 11, it is also 

observed that women in Taiwan tend to supports parents-in-law more 

frequently than women in South Korea. It means that in Taiwan the extended 

family relationship is leaning more toward to a patriarchal direction than in 

South Korea. Considering age variables, the both groups of 20~39 years old 

and 50 (and above) years old are less supportive to parents-in-law than the 

group of 40~49 years old. Therefore the result doesn’t correspond with 

hypothesis 12 in this model.  
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Table 34. Result from regression analysis of pattern on providing financial 

support from married woman to parents-in-law (Model 4) 

Independent variable β Std. Error Sig. 

Intercept 2.438 .144 
 

Attitude 4 (Strongly agree=1) .162 .025 *** 

Country 
   

Japan -.125 .070 
 

Taiwan .313 .088 *** 

Thailand -1.307 .087 *** 

Age 
   

20~39 -.510 .085 *** 

50 + -.715 .098 *** 

R² .197 
  

* Note : South Korea is a reference for country.  

40~49 is a reference for age. 

Attitude 4 refers "Married woman should provide financial support to their 

parents-in-law"  

* p<0.05, ** p<0.01, *** p<0.001  
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Chapter VII. Discussion and Conclusion 

 

7.1. Summary of the Research and Discussion 

 

This research begins by questioning how the issue of taking care of elderly 

parents, which has generally been the responsibility of family members, is 

shifting in the context of rapidly ageing Asian countries. In this comparative 

study which focuses on South Korea, Japan, Taiwan and Thailand, it has been 

discussed how the pattern of supporting old parents could be differently 

characterized between different societies. To examine the issue, frequency 

analysis was provided to give a general picture of the patterns on the attitude 

and behavior, and then such patterns are confirmed by multiple regression 

analysis.   

 First, in regards to attitudes on parental care, it has been found that 

the patterns of attitude vary among the different countries. To be more specific, 

a high proportion of married men in Thailand and South Korea reported that 

they believe not only in supporting their own parents but also their parents-in-

law. However, the pattern in Japan and Taiwan emerged quite differently. The 

percentage of respondents who replied that they should take care of their own 

parents significantly drops when a recipient changes from one's own parents 

to their parents-in-law especially in Taiwan. Although a similar pattern can 

also be found in Japan, the proportion of respondent who agree with this issue 

is fairly lower than other countries. This finding reveals that married men in 
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Thailand and South Korea feel a responsibility to support both sides of their 

parents whereas the attitude of married man in respect to supporting parents is 

curved toward man's own parents in Taiwan and Japan.  

 The pattern of attitude on assistance to elderly parents lies in a 

different context among female respondents. Still a high proportion of married 

women in Thailand and South Korea reported that they should take care of 

both pairs of parents while only a lower proportion of respondents in Japan 

and Taiwan agreed with this issue. However, married women in South Korea 

and Taiwan replied that they should be more helpful to parents-in-law than 

their own parents. This is a totally different pattern from Japan and Thailand 

which stands for supporting one’s own parents rather than parents-in-law. This 

finding implies that some aspects of traditional Confucian ideology, such as a 

patriarchal family structure or strong moral obligations of daughter-in-law for 

supporting elderly parents, are still apparent in these countries.  

 With respect to age differences, it is presented that younger aged 

groups have a similar positive attitude towards providing financial support to 

parents as older aged groups, or have a more positive attitude towards it, 

contrary to the expectations. This result illustrates that a responsibility to 

support parents is still considered a role of the family, particularly the role of 

adult children. In addition, the results reveal that younger generations in South 

Korea and Taiwan are in favor of supporting not only the husband's parents 

but also the wife's. This phenomenon may reflect an equalization of conjugal 

power relations or the establishment of individuals' financial independency in 
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consequence of increasing women's educational level and employment rates. 

Indeed, from the perspective of parents, people began to spend equal amounts 

of expenditure on children's education
20

 as on old generations. Therefore all 

children have a responsibility to take care of their parents due to a situation in 

which life expectancy of the elderly is being prolonged while there are only a 

few sibling(s) to share such burden.   

 The Patterns on behavior toward parental support were also 

examined by comparing to the patterns of attitude. Such behavior was 

categorized into 3 kinds of support - financial, instrumental and emotional 

support.  

 First, in regards to financial support, it is apparent that married men 

in Thailand provide the most frequent provision of financial assistance to both 

parents and parents-in-law. However in Taiwan, there exists a considerable 

gap between support for men's parents and their parents-in-law. At least, these 

results corresponded with the attitudes in Taiwan and Thailand. On the other 

hand, in comparison with these attitudes, Koreans seem that their patterns of 

behavior curve toward a more patriarchal direction unlike their beliefs. This 

finding shows that family values in terms of parental support is shifting, but 

there still exists limitations in equal performance in reality. 

 This patriarchal supporting system becomes apparent when the 

                                           
20

 According to the Survey of Private Education Expenditures 2011 by Statistics 

South Korea, there is no significant gap between male and female students but rather 

expenditure on private education of female is slightly. The 70.8% of male students are 

participated to spend money on private education and the average is 230.4thousand 

Korean won. On the other hand, 72.8% of female students are involved in it and the 

average is 240.7 thousand Korean won. (Source : "The Survey of Private Education 

Expenditures 2011" by Statistics Korea, p.27) 
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pattern of married women is examined. As expected, Thai women provide 

financial support to their own parents most frequently. However, people who 

are the most actively engaged in this issue toward parents-in-law were South 

Korean women. Although South Korean men are taking more care of their 

parents-in-law than other societies, it is also obvious that supporting patterns 

are still concentrated toward a patrilineal direction in this society. 

 Interestingly it is observed that younger married women in South 

Korea and Taiwan seems to support more frequently than older generations do. 

This change may describe that in regards to parental support, the role of the 

daughter is getting as important as the role of son. However this also implies 

that the responsibility for elderly parents is still moving into the role of family 

by reinforcing the role of daughters rather than toward the public sphere. 

 On the other hand, patterns of supporting parents seem weak but 

fairly stable in Japanese society. With respect to the concept of mechanical 

solidarity by Emile Durkheim, the beliefs or behavior on supporting parents is 

not just derived from a personal interpretation through complementarities or 

interdependency between people, but performed as a collective conscience
21

. 

Consequently, the pattern on parental support in Japan appears automatically 

without conscious awareness and it has remained fairly stable. 

 Second, the pattern of supporting instrumental care is fairly similar 

with the pattern of financial support. It is noteworthy that women in both 

                                           
21

 Emile Durkheim, ed. by C.Gordon. (1967). "The Division of Labor". In Gerald D. 

Bell (ed.). Organizations and human behavior. Englewood Cliffs, Prentice-Hall, 

pp.63~67. 
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Taiwan and South Korea seem to be involved in providing care support more 

frequently to parents-in-law than to their own parents. Even compared to Thai 

women who most actively perform parental support, only less than 10% of 

respondents in Korea reported that they don't provide any instrumental 

support to parents-in-law while more than 50% of Thai women answered that 

they do so. Moreover, this finding also reveals that even though an attitude on 

parental care toward each extended family is getting equalized, the pattern 

here still leans toward the male's extended family as well as patterns of giving 

financial support in South Korea. In this context, in which married men take 

care of their own parents as well as women doing so for their parents-in-law, 

instrumental support may be concentrated on the male's parents. If so, elderly 

parents in Korea who only have married daughters might struggle in a 

situation due to a lack of caregivers.  

 When considering age differences, younger women tend to provide 

care work less frequently than older generations in Japan and Thailand. 

However, in South Korea and Taiwan, the situation is reversed. This finding 

reveals that the role of daughters is increasing but the role of daughters-in-law 

is also rising and still considered as important caregivers in these countries. 

Therefore this research suggests that it is necessary for the responsibility of 

taking care of elderly parents to be gradually moved out of the realm of 

family by assistance from the government. 

 Lastly, emotional support from married men towards their own 

parents is still high in Korea, Taiwan and Thailand. However in the behavior 
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of women, although daughters in Thai is considered to be important 

caregivers to parents, the relationship between daughters and their own 

parents turned out to be closer in South Korea and Taiwan. This finding 

appears as a different pattern than financial or instrumental supports. 

 The multiple regression analysis proves a relationship between 

attitude and behavior in regards to parental support. As expected, attitude 

toward parental care has a positive effect on the behavior in general. Also it 

confirms how such behaviors are different among each country. In Model 1, it 

is confirmed that Japanese married men provide financial assistance toward 

their own parents less frequently than Korean men. But for supporting 

parents-in-law as Model 2 shows, it is proven that married men in South 

Korea is more likely to provide financial support to parents-in-law than Japan 

and Taiwan but less likely than Thailand.  

 In the case of women, it is interestingly seen that married women in 

Thailand are inclined to provide financial support to their own parents less 

frequently than married women in South Korea based on the results of Model 

3. Although a daughter is conventionally regarded as important in Thai family, 

this finding indicates significant reinterpretations of daughter in Korea. 

However it also implies that if women should play an important dual role in 

both extended families, the burden of married women will lead to unexpected 

social problems.   

 Finally in Model 4, it is found that married women in Thailand 

provide less frequent financial support to parents-in-law than women in South 
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Korea. In addition, it is also observed that women in Taiwan tend to provide 

support toward parents-in-law more frequently than women in South Korea. 

This means that extended family relations are leaning more toward a 

patriarchal direction in Taiwan than South Korea. Unfortunately, age doesn't 

have a significant effect on the behaviors on the whole.  

 To summarize, this research supports Han's argument(2010) that 

intergenerational exchange is still patrilineal and while extended family 

relationships with the wife's parents is increasing, it is still a limited change. 

However this study contributes to provide a further explanation of specific 

patterns and features of supporting systems. It also reveals that the weakening 

of the patrilineal system is closely related with the redefinition of daughter or 

strengthening role of them, particularly in Taiwan and South Korea. Therefore 

without governmental support, such changes may cause other social frictions 

in the future.  

 When compared to other western countries that have become aging 

societies at an early stage, Asian developing countries are proceeding at the 

fastest pace while there is a doubt that the government is deeply involved in 

this issue. In their tradition and history, it has been taken for granted that 

elderly care should be largely supported by family than government. The 

findings in this paper also confirm that there exists changing values and 

behavior especially among younger generations, though a relatively 

unchanged reality in some societies. The burden of supporting family should 

be moved to the public arena amid such demographic transitions in the future.  
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7.2. Limitations 

 

Although this study explores the changing pattern or gap between patterns of 

social beliefs and behaviors, it also has several weaknesses.  

 First, in this paper, a parent is regarded as the only as recipients of 

assistance. In fact the characteristics of intergenerational exchanges are 

reciprocal, not just upward. For instance, in Korean society, a change to 

bilinear parental support lies in the situation that a large number of wife's 

parents provide childbearing for young married couples given the situation of 

deficient public childcare. In addition, studying parental support from parent 

to adult-children might also tell more stories about Japan’s current situation. 

Thus, as Han(2004) pointed out, such patterns should be examined 

reciprocally. Unfortunately, due to the limitation of data, analyzing supporting 

systems from both families to adult children are not available in this study.  

 Second, since the Thailand Family Survey has a slightly different 

format of survey, other demographic variables could not be presented and 

examined. For instance, they asked about different levels of education, or did 

not ask any information about the respondents' household income, size of 

communities, etc. If these variables are asked, factors that affect patterns of 

the issue may also be analyzed and may provide a better picture of this 

phenomenon.  

 Third, although the purpose of this study seeks to pursue where the 

changing trend occurs by comparing different age groups, it fails to present 
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what triggered these changes in each societies. Comparing four different 

countries at once, more sophisticated analysis on each finding should be 

provided in future studies.   

 Despite all these limitation, this study provides an interesting point 

to explore the questions of where Asian family is heading in the future of 

Asian region.  
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국문 초록 

 

부모부양 태도와 행위패턴에 관한 비교연구  

: 2000년대 중반 한국, 일본, 대만, 태국을 중심으로 

 

이 은 경 

국제대학원 한국학전공 

서울대학교 

 

   본 연구는 저출산 및 고령화에 따라 급격하게 진행되고 있는 

아시아의 인구학적 변화에 있어, 부모부양에 대한 의식과 행위의 

다양성을 포착하고, 현재 어떠한 방향성을 띠며 변화하고 있는지에 대해 

고찰하고 있다. 특히 부모부양에 대한 의식과 행위 사이의 간극을 

읽어내고 이와 같은 양상이 다른 국가에서는 어떠한 흐름으로 

전개되는지 한국, 일본, 대만, 태국과의 비교연구를 통해 특히 

한국사회의 변화를 진단하는 데 그 목적이 있다.  

 본 논문은 2006년도에 실시된 동아시아사회조사(EASS, East 

Asian Social Survey) 2006 가족에 관한 모듈과 2010년도 태국 가족 

조사(Thailand Family Survey) 원자료 분석을 통해 사회인구학적 

변수에 따른 기술적인 연구방식과 다중회귀분석에 따라 이루어졌다.   

 분석 결과, 부양태도에 있어서 기혼남성이 본인부모에게 지원하

는 경우는 태국이 가장 높고, 그 다음으로 대만, 한국, 일본 순인 것으

로 나타났다. 그러나 수혜자가 본인부모가 아닌 아내의 부모가 되는 경

우에 대만과 일본 남성의 태도가 급격히 저하되는 것은 태국이나 한국



 

78 

의 양상과는 다른 것으로 나타났다. 태국과 마찬가지로 한국 기혼남성들

의 경우 본인의 부모 뿐만 아니라 배우자의 부모에게도 경제적 지원을 

제공해야 한다는 의식이 높은 것으로 나타났다. 반면 기혼여성의 경우에

도 비슷한 양상이 발견되었는데, 일본과 태국 여성들은 배우자의 부모보

다 자신의 부모를 지원해야 한다는 의식이 높은 반면, 한국과 대만 여성

들은 본인의 부모보다도 배우자의 부모를 돌봐야 한다는 의식이 높은 

것으로 나타나 부양의 문제에 있어서 부계 중심성을 탈피하지 못한 것

으로 해석되고 있다. 연령에 대한 일관된 차이는 발견되지 않았으나, 기

혼여성이 본인부모에게 경제적 지원을 해야 한다는 의식은 한국과 대만

에서 증가되고 있는 양상이 포착되었다.  

 의식과 더불어 부양행위에 대한 패턴이 경제적 지원, 도구적 

지원, 정서적 지원의 세가지 측면에서 분석되었다. 첫째, 기혼남성의 

친부모 및 배우자의 부모에 대한 경제적 지원 빈도를 국가별로 분석한 

결과, 태국이 가장 높은 것으로 나타났으며, 대만은 여전히 양가 

지원행위에 있어서 큰 폭의 차이를 보였다. 그러나 이는 앞서 대만의 

부양의식에 부합하는 결과인 반면에 한국은 부양의식과 행위에 있어서 

다소 차이를 보였다. 즉 한국 남성들은 배우자의 부모에게도 경제적 

지원을 해야 한다는 태도를 지니면서도 실제 의식이 행위에 미치지 

못하는 것으로 나타나, 의식과 현실 사이의 괴리가 드러났다. 

기혼여성의 경우에 있어서도 태국여성이 본인부모에게 가장 빈번한 

지원을 제공하고 있었고, 배우자의 부모에게는 한국여성이 가장 잦은 

지원빈도를 보이고 있어, 남성친족관계 중심의 부양시스템이 

재확인되었다. 또한 한국과 대만에서 젊은 세대로 갈수록 기혼여성이 

본인부모를 더 많이 지원하고 있는 것으로 나타나, 한편으로 부부관계의 

민주화와 여성이 경제적 독립성을 확보해나가는 과정에서 기존의 

가부장적 직계중심 부양시스템이 수정되고 있는 지점이 밝혀지는 한편, 

며느리의 역할이 줄어들지 않는 상황에서 딸의 역할이 강조되는 구조적 
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문제점이 드러났다. 즉, 돌봄의 책임이 가족의 영역을 탈피하지 못하고 

다시금 딸로 편입되는 과정에서 국가 및 사회적 역할분담의 필요성이  

제기되었다.  

 경제적 지원 뿐만 아니라, 도구적 지원에 있어서는 한국과 대만

의 남성직계중심적 부양패턴이 더욱 분명하게 드러났는데, 특히 한국에

서 기혼남성은 본인부모를, 기혼여성은 시부모에게 더 빈번한 돌봄을 제

공하고 있는 것으로 나타나, 딸만 있는 노부모의 돌봄의 문제가 붉어질 

수 있음을 시사했다. 정서적 지원에 있어서는 경제적 지원이나 도구적 

지원과는 달리 태국보다 한국과 대만에서의 행위가 잦은 것으로 드러나, 

형식적 지원과 친밀성 사이의 간극을 드러냈다.  

 마지막으로 회귀분석결과 4가지 경우(기혼남성이 친부모에게, 

기혼남성이 배우자의 부모에게, 기혼여성이 본인부모에게, 기혼여성이 

배우자의 부모에게) 모두 부양태도가 부양행위에 긍정적인 영향을 미치

고 있는 것으로 나타났으며, 국가간의 차이는 각 경우마다 조금씩 다르

게 나타났으나, 국가를 통제했을 때의 연령별 차이는 크게 유의미하지 

않는 것으로 드러났다.  

 이와 같은 연구 결과는 동아시아에서 급격히 진행되고 있는 고

령화와 노인단독가구의 증가와 같은 인구학적 변화가 일어나고 있는 상

황에서, 일본을 제외한 세 국가에서 부모부양의 책임이 여전히 국가보다

는 가족에 놓여 있으며, 향후 친족관계 변화의 방향성 논의와 부양패러

다임의 미래를 진단해 볼 수 있게 한다.   
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