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Abstract

Social Exclusion among Immigrants in 
France: Disparity between Muslims 

and Jews

Jun, Hyun Ji
International Studies, International Cooperation Major

The Graduate School of International Studies
Seoul National University

This thesis investigates the causes and effects of social exclusion among 
immigrants in France, focusing on the disparity between Muslims and Jews.  
Since the French Revolution in 1789, France has committed to the triad 
‘liberty, equality, fraternity’ as the motto of the French Republic.  However, 
in reality, French Republicanism is rather resulting in social exclusion and 
disparity among immigrants in France. 

As one of the largest immigration countries, France has a long and 
rich immigration history.  In particular, France has the largest Muslim 
population in Europe who mostly came from the Maghreb countries in 
North Africa: Algeria, Tunisia, Morocco.  However, French Muslims have 
been socioeconomically excluded from French society.  They have had 
limited opportunities for better education and employment.  In addition, the 
French government also banned wearing a hijab in public places, which is 
an Islamic religious symbol.  Discrimination against French Muslims 



becomes much more evident when compared to French Jews.  France also 
has the largest Jewish community in Europe, although the Jewish population 
is much smaller than the Muslim population in France.  However, French 
Jews seem to have better opportunities in terms of education and 
employment, relatively well integrated into French society. 

As immigrant minorities in France, both French Muslims and Jews 
are facing a growing anti-sentiment against them within French society, 
Islamophobia and anti-Semitism respectively.  However, interestingly, it is 
reported that an increasing number of anti-Semitic violence is committed by 
Muslim immigrants.  Moreover, as a recent terrorist attack against French 
magazine Charlie Hebdo’s office has shown in 2015, a growing anger across 
the Muslim community in France is becoming more violent in connection 
with Muslim extremists.  Against this backdrop, French society is rapidly 
shifting to the right in support of anti-immigration, which makes it more 
difficult to achieve social integration within French society. 

Therefore, this thesis will first identify the disparity between French 
Muslims and Jews in terms of educational and occupational opportunities.  
Then, this thesis will investigates causes of the socioeconomic disparity 
between French Muslims and Jews, and will focus on a growing 
anti-Semitic violence by Muslims in France as effects of the disparity 
among immigrants on French society. 

Keywords: Immigrants, Social Exclusion, France, Muslims, Jews, French 
Republicanism

Student Number: 2012-23845
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1. Introduction

1.1 Research Background 

The French Revolution in 1789 brought about a variety of dramatic 

changes within French society.  Since then, the triad ‘liberty, equality, 

fraternity (liberté, equalité, fraternité)’ has became the motto of the 

French Republic, or Republicanism, centred on the spirit of the French.  

As the legacy of the French Revolution, the first article of the 

Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen, passed by France’s 

National Constituent Assembly in 1789, stipulates that “Men are born and 

remain free and equal in rights.  Social distinctions may be founded only 

upon the general good.”1)  It also emphasizes “popular sovereignty, 

citizenship, and the rights of man as well as universal political values 

such as equal protection of all individuals before the law.”2)  In this 

sense, France has been a symbolic country for its emphasis on universal 

values such as equality and freedom of the people. 

However, in reality, the values of the French Republicanism seem 

to often conflict with multiculturalism or cultural diversity in French 

society.  France, with a long and rich history of immigration, has a wide 

variety of immigrants with diverse backgrounds such as race, religion, 

ethnicity, culture, and skin color etc.  Here, immigrant or immigré refers 

to a person who is born as a foreigner abroad and resides in France.3)  

1) Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen (adopted August 1789).

2) James F. Hollifield, “Immigration, Integration, and the Republican Model in France” (paper 
presented at a conference on Immigration Policy in an Era of Globalization, Dallas, Texas, 
May 19–20, 2011), 2.
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It should be noted that immigrant status is permanent “as individuals 

continuing to belong to the immigrant population even if they acquire 

French nationality.”4)  <Figure 1> shows the number of foreigners and 

immigrants in France and their relationship.  According to the 2008 

census issued by the French government, there is an estimated 5,3 

million immigrants in France among which 3,2 million are without 

French nationality. 

<Figure 1> Foreigners and Immigrants in France (2008)5)

However, a certain group of immigrants are socioeconomically 

3) France, INSEE, Fiches Thématiques: Immigrés et Descendants d’Immigrés en France 
(Paris: October 9, 2012), 10.

4) ENAR, Racism and Related Discriminatory Practices in Employment in France, by Helena 
Van Aelst, Emilie Balbirnie, and Emanuela Salvo, ENAR Shadow Report (2012-2013), 9.

5) INSEE, Fiches Thématiques, 10.
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excluded from French mainstream society, which deprives of their 

opportunities for better education, employment, and income etc.  In 

particular, Muslim immigrants in France who came mostly from the 

countries of the Maghreb, namely Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco, have 

primarily been a target of social exclusion with the rise of Islamophobia.

In addition, these immigrant minorities are required to assimilate 

into French society by accepting French culture and values, especially 

French Republicanism.  Compared to the integration model and migratory 

policies of the U.S, which respect cultural diversity of immigrants 

(Multiculturalism), French integration and immigration policies are 

designed to urge immigrants to assimilate into French society in order to 

keep French national identity (Assimilation).  However, direct descendants 

of immigrants, which refer to the second and third-generation of the 

immigrants who are born and living in France with at least one 

immigrant parent, have largely failed to or voluntarily refused to 

assimilate into French society.  Against this backdrop, France has 

witnessed escalating tensions between immigrants and non-immigrants, 

which have posed serious challenges to social order and safety of French 

society.  A series of riots taken place in suburban areas in Paris in 

2005, so-called the 2005 Riots,6) strongly shown an accumulated 

dissatisfaction of the second and third-generation immigrants against the 

French mainstream.  The riots also proved that French immigration and 

integration policies have, in fact, been ineffective for social integration.  

6) A series of riots by mainly Arab, North African, and black French second-generation 
immigrants occurred in October and November of 2005 in the suburbs of Paris and other 
French cities involving mainly the burning of cars aned public buildings at night. 
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In this way, French Republicanism, the concept initially designed to 

respect equality and freedom of all the individuals, has rather resulted in 

unequality and social exclusion of immigrants.

Furthermore, there seemingly exists different degree of social 

exclusion among immigrant minorities in accordance with their ethnicity 

and religion.  That is, discrimination in opportunities for education and 

employment among various immigrant groups can be found in French 

society, which leads to their different degree of social exclusion.  In 

particular, the difference between Muslim and Jewish immigrants seems 

to be evident in terms of social exclusion in France.  Although both 

French Muslims and Jews are facing an increasing anti-sentiment against 

both of them, which are known as Islamophobia and anti-Semitism 

respectively, it seems that while French Muslims are publicly 

discriminated by both the French government and society, French Jews 

are less excluded in France in terms of education and employment. 

1.2 Research Question

On the basis of the research background, this thesis will try to 

answer the following questions. 

First, why France?  France is one of the largest immigration 

country in Europe with a long and rich history of immigration.  

According to the statistics on immigration of 28 EU member states 

issued by the U.K. House of Commons (Figure 2), France ranked fifth in 

terms of immigration of foreign nationals in 2012.  
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<Figure 2> Immigration of Foreign Nationals in EU28 Countries (2012)7)

In addition, “France had an expected net influx of 66,000 Muslim 

immigrants in 2010, primarily from North Africa.  Muslims comprised an 

7) UK, House of Commons, Migration Statistics, by Oliver Hawkins, SN/SG/6077 (UK: 
2014), 15.
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estimated two-thirds (68.5%) of all new immigrants to France in the past 

year.”8)  However, on the basis of French Republicanism, France does 

not allow any statistics related to ethnic or religious affiliation.  Thus, it 

is difficult to figure out accurate statistics on ethno-religious minorities in 

French society.  However, since most of the French Muslims come from 

the Maghreb countries, it is possible to indirectly estimate the number of 

Muslims population residing in France by analyzing the statistics on 

immigrants migrated from the countries of the Maghreb.  France is also 

well-known for its commitment to Republican spirit originated from the 

French Revolution and also on the value of tolérance.  However, at the 

same time, the French government is increasingly implementing harsh 

immigration and integration policies, which seem to conflict with 

multiculturalism.  That is, France seems to become the least tolerant 

country in Western Europe.  

Second, then, why French Republicanism conflicts with 

multiculturalism?  The fact that French Republicanism and 

multiculturalism are incompatible in France is interesting since the both 

concepts put emphasis on similar values.  Since the French Revolution 

first took place in order to secure equality and freedom against Ancien 

Régime, equality by which means equality in rights and equality in 

opportunity, French Republicanism is basically about equal treatment of 

people.  Multiculturalism also respects diversity of different cultures and 

religions of immigrants so as to secure their equal opportunities in a host 

8) Pew Research Center, The Future of the Global Muslim Population: Projections for 
2010-2030, by Alan Cooperman, Erin O’Connell, and Sandra Stencel (Washington, D.C.: 
January 2011), 20. 



7

society regardless of their different backgrounds.  However, the emphasis 

on French Republicanism is rather causing social exclusion of immigrants 

in French society.  That is, while immigrants seek for ‘freedom for 

religion or ethnicity,’ the French government requires ‘freedom from 

religion and ethnicity.’  Thus, this thesis will look into the origin of 

French Republicanism and will figure out why it conflicts with 

multiculturalism in France.

Third, why French Muslims?  France has the largest Muslim 

population in Europe.  According to the research report issued by the 

Pew Research Center on Muslim population in 2009 (Table 1), it was 

estimated that France has 3,55 million Muslim population.  This means 

that France has the third largest Muslim population in Europe, following 

Russia and Germany.  However, the percentage of Muslim population of 

France is higher than that of Germany.  While the percentage of Muslim 

population accounts for 6 per cent in France, that of Muslims accounts 

for 5 per cent in Germany.  

The problem is that an increasing number of French Muslims are 

posing challenges to French society and the French natives are perceiving 

their presence as a threat.  In particular, since the Headscarf Affair in 

1989, which three Muslim female students were excluded from school for 

refusing to take off their hijab,9) banning religious signs in schools was 

ruled illegal in 1989, Ministers said that schools can ban ‘ostentatious’ 

signs in 1994, and members of the French Parliament voted in support of 

9) The controversy over the Islamic scarf (hijab) taken place on 18 September 1989, when 
three female Muslim students were suspended for refusing to remove their scarves in 
class.
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banning religious symbols in schools in 2004, which all caused 

controversies in French society.  In this way, French Muslims have had 

extensive influence on French society in many respects compared to other 

ethno-religious minorities.  Against this backdrop, Islamophobia, which is 

an anti-sentiment against Muslims, is on a rapid rise.  In fact, 

anti-sentiment against Muslim immigrants has long existed in France with 

the beginning of their influx into France.10)  Then, after the September 

11 Terrorist Attack against the World Trade Center in the U.S. in 2001, 

the fear against extremist Muslims has significantly increased.  In 

particular, French society was shocked by a recent terrorist attack against 

French magazine Charlie Hebdo’s office in 2015, which was committed 

by Muslim extremists.  However, French Muslims are mostly originated 

from North or Sub-Saharan Africa, not from the Middle East, and each 

Muslim has a different degree of faith in religion and various types of 

religious practices.  Yet, Muslims have been a primary target of social 

exclusion and discrimination in France. 

Fourth, why French Jews?  France also has the largest Jewish 

population in Europe, and the third largest in the world following the 

U.S. and Israel.  However, compared to French Muslims, the population 

of French Jews is smaller.  There also exists anti-Semitism in France, 

which refers to anti-sentiment against Jews.  However, there are some 

impressions that French Jews are relatively less excluded from the French 

mainstream compared to French Muslims.  Several public opinion surveys 

10) Sun-Hee Park, “French Immigration and Nicolas Sarkozy (2002-2008),” Korean Journal 
of International Studies 50, no. 2 (2010): 132.
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on Muslims and Jews clearly compare different views on the two 

ethno-minorities.  

<Table 1> Countries in Europe with the Larges Number of Muslims (2009)11)

Fifth, what causes disparity in social exclusion between Muslims 

and Jews in France?  This is a primary research question that this thesis 

will try to answer.  There might be several causes for the discriminatory 

treatment towards French Muslims and Jews.  To answer the question, it 

will be meaningful to consider and compare the following respects: First, 

11) Pew Research Center, Mapping the Global Muslim Population, Report on the Size and 
Distribution of the World’s Muslim Population (Washington, D.C.: October 2009), 22.
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immigration and integration policies by the French government.  Second, 

historical backgrounds of the migration of Muslim and Jewish immigrants 

into France.  Third, the relationship between France and the Maghreb 

Countries and Israel respectively.  Fourth, activities and participation of 

representative organizations for Muslims and Jews in France.   

Lastly, what are the effects of the disparity in social exclusion 

between French Muslims and Jews to French society?  It is obvious  

that social exclusion of immigrants mostly against French Muslims by 

non-immigrants has caused social unrests in France as the 2005 Riots 

proved.  However, in addition to the existing conflicts, this thesis will 

briefly suggest that the discriminatory treatment among different 

ethno-religious minorities could also pose another challenge to French 

society, making it more difficult to achieve social integration not only 

between immigrants and non-immigrants but also between immigrant 

groups themselves. 
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2. Literature Review

This research will begin with clarifying several key concepts used 

in the thesis.  First, this thesis assumes that Muslims can be categorized 

as a both ethnic and religious group in French society in that the vast 

majority of French Muslims come from the Maghreb, the three North 

African nations: Algeria, Morocco, and Tunisia, thus share common 

history and homeland.  The Jewish immigrant group in France can be 

also categorized as an ethno-religious group in the same way.  Second, 

multiculturalism is basically related to equality and coexistence of 

different culture and race.  In France, the use of terminology cultural 

diversity is preferred to multiculturalism.12)  However, the terminology 

multiculturalism is used in this thesis since it is more generally accepted 

and understood by the international community.  In addition, 

multiculturalism is usually perceived as an opposite concept of 

assimilation.  However, in France, multicultural policies pursued by the 

French government are rather intended to assimilate immigrants with 

various backgrounds into French society.  In this sense, French 

Republicanism rooted in universal values such as equality, democracy, 

and social justice often conflicts with cultural, racial, ethnic, and religious 

diversity in France.13)  

Today, the increasing influx of Muslims into France as well as 

12) Sun-Hee Park, “UNESCO’s Convention on Cultural Diversity and the French Strategy,” 
Korean Political Science Review 43, no. 3 (2009): 198.

13) Jeremy Jennings, “Citizenship, Republicanism and Multiculturalism in Contemporary 
France,” British Journal of Political Science 30, no. 4 (2000): 577.
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other European countries have caused worries among European citizens.  

Along with this trend, there are a number of research on Muslims and 

their discrimination and integration issue in French society.  For instance, 

Adida, Laitin, and Valfort made joint efforts to identify barriers to 

Muslim integration in France with using survey data.14)  Both Koenig15) 

and Maillard16) reviewed the immigration history of Muslims and 

suggested integration model of Muslims into France.  Many researchers 

also focused on a series of events taken place in France over Muslim 

identity and culture and their exclusion in society such as the 1989 Hijab 

Affair and the 2005 French Riots.

In addition, there are some remarkable research on French 

Republicanism and multiculturalism.  Park Dahn has made consistent 

contributions to identifying French Republicanism and its conflicting 

influence on French Muslims.  It is also important to understand former 

French President Nicolas Sarkozy’s immigration policies and their impact 

on Muslims since Sarkozy came up with and executed much stricter 

immigration policies and laws, which have led to socioeconomic 

exclusion of immigrants including Muslims.  In this sense, Park Sun-Hee 

appropriately analyzed Sarkozy’s immigration policies during his term as 

14) Claire L. Adida, David D. Laitin and Marie-Anne Valfort, “Identifying Barriers to 
Muslim Integration in France,” Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 107, no. 
52 (2010): 22384-22390.

15) Matthias Koenig, “Incorporating Muslim Migrants in Western Nation States: A 
Comparison of the United Kingdom, France, and Germany,” Journal of International 
Migration and Integration 6, no. 2 (Spring 2005): 219-234.

16) Dominique Maillard, “The Muslims in France and the French Model of Integration,” 
Mediterranean Quarterly 16, no. 1 (Winter 2005): 62-78.
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minister of the Interior (2002-2004 and 2005-2007) and President 

(2007-2012) as well.  She also pointed out that the September 11 

Terrorist Attack in 2001 in the U.S. had little impact on anti-Muslim 

sentiment in France since it was already prevalent in French society 

before the terrorist attack.

However, most of the research on French Muslims hardly take into 

account other ethnic, racial, and religious groups in French society.  In 

fact, France is multicultural and multiethnic society with the presence of 

various immigrant groups.  Although Muslims recently received greater 

attention by many scholars, it is also meaningful to consider other 

cultural, ethnic, and racial groups as well such as Jewish immigrants in 

France and compare them with one another.  In this way, socioeconomic 

and cultural status of different immigrant groups in French society can be 

clarified.  In this regard, Park Dahn sheds light on Jewish immigrants, 

arguing that they are actually a privileged minority group in France.  

However, he still focuses on each individual immigrant group without 

comparing them one with another. 

Therefore, this thesis will make meaningful attempts in the 

following respects: First, it will not only focus on Muslims but also on 

Jews as ethno-religious minorities in French society, and compare their 

socioeconomic status in terms of social exclusion: education and 

employment.  Second, this study will also reveal how French immigration 

or multicultural policies have discriminatory influences on different ethnic, 

racial, and religious groups by unevenly distributing limited amount of 

resources.  Third, in this way, this thesis will draw a conclusion that 
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multiculturalism in France is problematic with a number of limitations not 

only because immigration or multicultural policies exclude ethno-religious 

minority groups but also because they result in disparity among 

immigrants and privilege a certain group over others.  
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3. Analytic Framework: Social Exclusion 

This thesis is using ‘social exclusion’ as a primary framework to 

compare Muslim and Jewish immigrants in France.  Before defining what is 

social exclusion, it is helpful to bring other concepts to clarify the definition 

of social exclusion such as social justice and social solidarity.  First, social 

justice is about equality of opportunity.  In this context, social exclusion 

refers to unequal educational and occupational opportunities.  In fact, 

inequality of socioeconomic opportunities is correlated with each other in 

that “the lack of job opportunities among the adults in an area tends to 

depress scholastic motivation and thus contributes to poor educational 

outcomes that condemn the next generation to extremely limited job 

opportunities in their turn.”17)  In particular, the lack of opportunities for 

employment is significant since employment is identified as the core of the 

social tie, social cohesion, and social transactions.  That is, “employment is 

not just a source of income but is also the main stepping stone to social 

integration.”18)  Moreover, according to the principles issued by the 

European Council’s agreement on ‘Common Basic Principles of Immigrant 

Integration Policy,’ employment is a key part of the integration process.19)  

In this respect, inequality of job opportunities has a negative effect on 

17) Brian Barry, “Social Exclusion, Social Isolation and the Distribution of Income,” in 
Understanding Social Exclusion, ed. J. Hills, J. Legrand, and D. Piachaud (New York, 
NY: Oxford University Press, 2002), 13. 

18) Yépez del Castillo, “A Comparative Approach to Social Exclusion: Lessons from France 
and Belgium,” International Labour Review 133, no. 5-6 (1994): 619.

19) Christian Joppke, “Beyond National Models: Civic Integration Policies for Immigrants in 
Western Europe,” West European Politics 30, no. 1 (January 2007): 4. 
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social integration.  In addition, educational attainment is also related to 

unemployment and income.  It is general that unemployment rate decreases 

as the educational attainment increases.20)  In specific, basic skills such as 

language skill or numeracy which can be learned from educational 

institutions have a profound effect on labor-market participation, 

unemployment, and earnings.21)  In this way, the level of educational and 

occupational attainment has a mutual impact in terms of social exclusion, 

which can aggravate socioeconomic conditions of immigrants.  

In addition, especially in the French Republican discourse, 

“exclusion is conceived not simply as an economic or political phenomenon, 

but as a deficiency of social solidarity,” which means a break in the social 

fabric.22)  Here, social solidarity is a sense of fellow feeling that extends 

beyond people with whom one is in personal contact.  In detail, social 

solidarity refers to the relationship between the included and the excluded.  

That is, from a French Republican perspective, social exclusion takes place 

when social solidarity between individuals and society breaks down.  In this 

respect, it is said that “the inverse of exclusion is ‘integration’ and the 

process of attaining it is ‘insertion.’”23)  Ironically, the pursue of French 

Republican type of social integration rather causes social exclusion of 

minorities, especially immigrant minorities with different ethnicity and 

20) OECD, Education at a Glance (OECD Indicators) (Paris: OECD, 2000).

21) C. Moser, Improving Literacy and Numeracy: A Fresh Start, The Moser Report (London: 
DfEE, 1999).

22) Hilary Silver, “Social Exclusion and Social Solidarity: Three Paradigms,” International 
Labour Review 133, no. 5-6 (1994): 537.

23) Silver, “Socal Exclusion and Social Solidarity,” 542. 
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religion.  However, the relationship between social exclusion and social 

integration is not a zero-sum game.  To fight social exclusion, the answer 

not only lies in integrating the excluded but also admitting and respecting 

different things to different people.

The definition of social inclusion also helps to understand the 

meaning of social exclusion.  According to the European Commission, social 

inclusion is defined as “a process which ensures that those at risk of 

poverty and social exclusion gain the opportunities and resources necessary 

to participate in economic, social and cultural life and to enjoy a standard 

of living and well-being that is considered normal in the society in which 

they live.  It ensures that they have a greater participation in decision 

making which affects their lives and access to their fundamental rights.”24)  

This means that those who are socially excluded are deprived of 

opportunities and resources necessary for their socioeconomic and cultural 

life and have a limited access to participation in decision making processes 

which affect their fundamental rights.  

In fact, it was France where the social exclusion discourse was first 

originated in the 1960s.  However, it was during 1970s when the social 

exclusion discourse became widespread due to the economic crisis affected 

by a series of oil shocks.  Ironically, the economic crisis and the following 

economic recovery made a clear distinction between the included and the 

excluded particularly in terms of economy.  Then, in the 1980s, under the 

24) European Commission, “Social Joint Report on Social Protection and Social Inclusion, 
Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities,” (Bruxelles: Directorate General for Employment, 
2010): 10.
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frame of ‘the new poverty,’ coined by the Right and the Communist 

opposition to criticize the Socialist government for successive social and 

political crises including the rise of unemployment and the growing 

instability of social solidarity,25) the meaning of social exclusion expanded to 

be applied to a range of social disadvantages.  In response to the increasing 

social exclusion, the French government began to put emphasis on insertion 

and integration by coming up with, for instance, the Revenu Minimum 

d’Insertion (RMI, Minimum Income for Social Integration).  In this way, the 

terminology ‘social exclusion’ became directly and officially related to 

governmental policies.  Finally, the social exclusion discourse in France 

encompassed the issue of immigrants based on a sense of crisis in French 

Republican values.  Therefore, social exclusion in the Republic France can 

be characterized in the following ways: First, the terminology ‘social 

exclusion’ is used primarily by the French government, reflecting the 

government’s will to deal with the issue.  Second, the meaning of social 

exclusion has expanded to include not only economic exclusion but also the 

breakdown of social solidarity between individuals and society.26)

Therefore, to answer what is social exclusion, it is necessary to 

figure out exclusion from what.  This thesis will make research on 

immigrant minorities based on the definition of social exclusion which refers 

to an exclusion from equal opportunities and from social solidarity.  In this 

sense, this thesis will argue that immigrant minorities in France, especially 

25) Silver, “Socal Exclusion and Social Solidarity,” 533.

26) Chang-Hack Shim, “Significance of ‘Social Exclusion' and its Consideration of Welfare 
Policy: On the Case of France in the Comparative Perspective,” Korean Journal of Social 
Welfare 44 no. 3 (2001): 191-92.
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French Muslims and Jews, have different opportunities and resources for 

educational and occupational attainment and are excluded unevenly from the 

French community.  Since employment serves as a channel for social 

integration, without overcoming such problems, it will be difficult for the 

French government to pursue social integration as it intended.  
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4. Overview on French Multiculturalism

4.1 France as Immigration Country

France is one of the largest countries which accept an increasing 

number of immigrants.  According to the INSEE (French National Institute 

for Statistics and Economic Studies), the number of immigrants migrating 

into France ranked fifth among European countries followed by Germany in 

2012.  In fact, France has a long and rich history of immigration, dating 

back to the middle of the 19th century when industrialization began in 

earnest.  Since then, a growing number of immigrants has migrated into 

France for various reasons, especially for economic reason.  In the 1930s, 

because of a rapidly decreasing birth rate, the French government was in 

need of foreign workers to supplement the labor shortage.  Since there 

existed geographical constraints, most of the foreign workers came from 

Southern European countries such as Italy or Spain.  Then, the end of the 

Second World War entirely remapped a geography of the European 

continent.  A number of refugees created during WWⅡ had to move to 

other countries, searching for their new home.  At the same time, France 

also needed foreign labor force in order to reconstruct the nation state and 

to achieve a rapid economic growth after the War.  In this way, both the 

interests of the French government and foreign workers have met.  Thus, in 

the 1960s, the French government officially encouraged immigration of 

foreign workers.  However, compared to immigrants from the Maghreb 

countries, European immigrants were easier to assimilate into French society 

thanks to their shared culture, religion, and skin color with the French.  In 



21

addition, after the former French colonies in North Africa gained 

independence from France such as the Algerian independence in 1962, a 

rapidly increasing number of immigrants from the former colonies migrated 

into France.  During that time, the French government easily granted French 

citizenship to Algerian immigrants, accelerating the influx of immigrant 

workers into France.  

However, after a series of oil shocks in the 1970s, France suffered 

from economic depression.  Against this backdrop, the French government 

eventually pronounced to stop importing immigrants by prohibiting official 

or legal immigration.  To this end, the French government gave incentives 

to immigrants who plan to return to their homeland.  However, France still 

allowed existing immigrants to invite their families into France.  Thus, 

immigrants, who used to be temporary workers in France, began to settle in 

France and invite their families for permanent residence.  In this way, 

immigration pattern has changed from labor migration to family reunion.  

Therefore, a massive settlement of immigrants took place in the 1970s and 

immigrants with various backgrounds started to form their own ethnic and 

religious communities within French society.  However, the dependence of 

immigrants and their families on the state welfare system has become 

heavier, which brought financial burden to the French government.  In 

addition, the official prohibition of immigration rather generated an enormous 

illegal immigration.  Since then, the French natives began to feel worried 

and threatened by the existence of diverse immigrants, thinking that they are 

posing threats to the French nationality and taking jobs away from them.  

Against this backdrop, the immigration issue began to animate in France, 
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demanding the French government to come up with stricter immigration and 

integration policies.  At the same time, socioeconomic and political space 

for immigrants has dramatically reduced in French society.27)

4.2 French Republicanism and Laïcité

As mentioned, French Republicanism originated from the French 

Revolution in 1789.  The French Revolution was first initiated by the 

then-French bourgeois against Ancien Régime.  Through the Revolution, the 

French revolutionaries tried to establish ‘Republic one and indivisible of 

liberty, equality, and fraternity,’ which is made up of equal citizens, not 

separate communities by achieving equality and freedom in front of all 

people.  What is interesting is that ‘equality’ on which France has put 

emphasis is the equality in the public sector regardless of one’s ethnicity or 

religion.  That is, all people have to be equal irrespective of their various 

backgrounds, but rather they have to leave their origins in the private sector.  

This is because French Republicanism is characterized by the concept of 

‘laïcité.’  Laïcité refers to secularism which separates church (religion) from 

politics (government).  The concept of laïcité was first coined through 

struggles against the Catholic Church in France, which had wielded a 

tremendous power over the whole state.  For this reason, France has 

centered its national identity on secularism to secure neutrality of the 

government and to protect the rights of non-religious people, their right not 

27) Randall Hansen, “Migration to Europe since 1945: Its History and Its Lessons,” Political 
Quarterly 74 (2003): 25-38.
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to have a religion.  In addition, the 1905 Law officially stipulated the 

separation of the churches and the state.  In this sense, France has pursued 

‘freedom from religion.’  Therefore, the French people perceived a growing 

population of immigrants and their formation of ethno-religious communities 

as a serious threat to their Republican values.  Therefore, it is unavoidable 

for French society to conflict with a range of immigrants who demand their 

rights of ‘freedom for religion.’

4.3 French Immigration and Integration Policies

(1) Immigration Policies

Regarding the immigration issue, the French government has 

separately implemented immigration and integration policies.  First, the 

French government has come up with different immigration policies 

according to the different administrations.  However, recent immigration 

policies in France became much stricter especially under the Sarkozy 

administration.  During his term as Minister of Interior from 2002 to 2004 

and from 2005 to 2007 as well as President from 2007 to 2012, former 

French President Nicolas Sarkozy implemented tougher immigration policies 

to manage and control the influx of immigrants into France.  For example, 

the first Loi Sarkozy of November 2003 restricted access to legal permanent 

residence “which made the receipt of a ten-year residence card dependent on 

l'intégration republicaine, defined in the law as ‘knowledge on the French 

language and French Republican principles.’”28)  In addition, compared to a 

28) Joppke, “Civic Integration Policies for Immigrants in Western Europe,” 10.
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previous immigration subie (unwanted immigration), which aimed at 

controlling the number of immigrants, the focus of a new immigration 

policy revised by Sarkzoy in 2006 has shifted to immigration choisie 

(chosen immigration), which selectively choose and classify immigrants 

according to their occupation and competency.29)  Against the backdrop of 

such selective and discriminatory immigration policies, it was in 2005 when 

a series of riots took place in Parisien banlieues by the second and third 

generation of immigrants.  For this reason, it is reportedly said that 93 

percent of Muslims in France voted for François Hollande instead of 

Sarkozy during the Presidential election in 2012.30)  As a member of the 

Socialist party, which is a left-wing political party in France, President-elect 

Hollande promised softer immigration policies.  However, the 2013 Leonarda 

Case, which Roma girl named Leonarda Dibrani was arrested during school 

trip and expelled from France with her families,31) proved that immigration 

policy of the Socialist government is not so much different from that of the 

Sarkozy’s conservative government.  Furthermore, in a recent European 

Parliament Election in 2014, the Front National (FN), an extreme right-wing 

political group in France led by Marine Le Pen which holds 

anti-immigration stance, tops the European Parliament vote in France.  This 

shows that French society is increasingly shifting toward right.  If this is 

the case, French immigration and integration policies are highly likely to 

29) Sun-Hee Park, “French Immigration and Nicolas Sarkozy,” 137.

30) Le Figaro, “Sondage Jour du Vote au Second Tour Presidentielle,” (2012): 9. 

31) Leonarda Affaire, or the Dibrani Case, was a political turmoil occurred in France in 
October 2013 by arresting an illegal immigrant Roma schoolgirl aged 15, Leonarda 
Dibrani, during a field trip and expelling her family and herself to Kosovo. 
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become much stricter against immigrants.  

(2) Integration Policies

As regards France’s integration policies, French citizenship is based 

on universalism, granting citizenship to anyone born in French territory 

according to the Citizenship Law.  In addition, nationality is also conferred 

at the age of majority to those who are born in France.  However, French 

integration policy, in fact, requires immigrants to assimilate into French 

society.  In this sense, France claims their integration policies as a 

‘universalist assimilation policies.’  Here, assimilation refers to “decline of 

an ethnic distinction and its corollary cultural and social differences.”32)  For 

instance, the Contrat d'accueil et d'intégration (CAI) programme was 

introduced, which required newcomers to France take one day of civics 

instruction and 500 hours of French language instruction.33)  It is because 

French Republicanism and its strong tradition of equality tend not to admit 

any ethnic division in a sense that people have to be treated equal 

regardless of their religion and ethnicity.  In this respect, laïcité is a core 

concept of the French Constitution, which is a secular tradition in the state 

that stipulates the separation of church and state.  For this reason, official 

statistics on religious and ethnic affiliation are forbidden in France, thus 

lacks clear and reliable data on ethno-religious immigrants. 

32) Richard Alba and Victor Nee, "Rethinking Assimilation Theory for a New Era of 
Immigration," International Migration Review 31 (1997): 826-74.

33) Jopkke, “Civic Integration Policies for Immigrants in Western Europe,” 9.
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Against this backdrop, France adopted a new anti-discrimination law 

especially to prevent any discrimination at the workplace including age and 

sexual orientation.  However, a certain level of proficiency in the French 

language and knowledge of the French culture are still required.  In 

addition, in 2004, the French government prohibited the wearing of 

conspicuous religious symbols in public schools.  Although the law did not 

specify its target, it was implicitly aimed at banning female Muslims from 

wearing a hijab, a headscarf which is a religious symbol of Islam.   

In addition, Sarkozy promised to improve living conditions of 

immigrants and reduce discrimination against them.  He tried to expand the 

number of the Habitations à Loyer Modéré (HLM, Rent-Controlled 

Housing).  The HLM is a French public housing project created in 1950 in 

response to France’s post-war housing crisis.  It was designed to provide 

houses to lower social classes and immigrants.  In particular, in the 

mid-1950s, with a rapidly increasing influx of immigrant workers after the 

former French colonies became independent, the number of HLM had also 

increased.34)  Based on his pledge for ‘Marshall Plan’ during his election 

campaign, Sarkozy announced his Plan Espoir Banlieue (Suburban Hope 

Plan) in 2008 to revitalize immigrant-heavy suburban areas with expansion 

of the HLM as well as with new education and employment programs.35)  

Moreover, in terms of educational integration policy, the Zones d’Education 

34) Stéphanie Sotison, “A French Definition of Social Housing,” Confédération Nationale du 
Logement (2011). 

35) John Ward Anderson and Corinne Gavard, “Sarkozy Offers Plan for Immigrant Areas,” 
The Washington Post, February 9, 2008, 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/02/08/AR2008020800830.html 
(accessed June 13, 2014). 
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Prioritaire (ZEP, Priority Education Zones) was designed to provide extra 

cares on education of the second and third generation “under which selected 

schools in less developed areas receive extra resources such as funds, 

teacher hours, etc,”36) and started in 1982.  The ZEP was launched based 

on the concept of positive discrimination.  However, in 2011, Sarkozy 

eventually declared in a nationally televised debate that France’s 

multiculturalism has failed. 

36) Roland Benabou, Francis Kramarz and Corinne Prost, “The French Zones d’Education 
Prioritaire: Much Ado about Nothing?” Economics of Education Review 28 (2009): 345.
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5. Social Exclusion of French Muslims

5.1 Muslim Immigrants in France

<Table 2> The Number of Muslims in Selected Countries (2011)37)

In 2010, it is estimated that France has approximately 4,7 million 

Muslim population, which accounts for 7,5 per cent of the total French 

37) Pew Research Center, The Future of the Global Muslim Population, 124.
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population.  It is also expected that the number of French Muslims will 

increase to 6,8 million by 2030. (Table 2)  If this projection realizes in 20 

years, France will have the highest portion of Muslim population in Europe, 

which is expected to account for 10,3 per cent of the total French 

population.

<Table 3> Net Muslim Migration to Selected Countries (2010)38)

What is also interesting is that the percentage of new immigrants 

38) Pew Research Center, The Future of the Global Muslim Population, 134.
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who are Muslims was overwhelmingly high in France in 2010.  That is, 

among new immigrants migrated into France in 2010, about 66,000 

immigrants were estimated to be Muslim, which accounted for almost 70 

per cent of the net inflow of immigrants in 2010. (Table 3)

The France’s highest percentage of new Muslim immigrants in 

Europe is attributed to the origins of immigrants.  According to the official 

statistics on immigrants to France in 2011 by country of origin published by 

the INSEE, 29,6 per cent of the total immigrants came from the Maghreb 

countries, which accounted for almost one third of the total immigrant 

population migrated to France.  In addition, given that many of the 

immigrants came from the Sub-Saharan African countries are also Muslim, 

immigrants from both the Maghreb and Sub-Saharan African countries 

contribute to Muslim-oriented immigrants into France. (Table 4)

<Table 4> Repartition of Immigrants by Courty of Birth (2008)39)
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In addition, <Table 5> shows that most of the population in the 

Maghreb countries are Muslims: the percentage of population who is Muslim 

accounts for 98 percent in Algeria, 99 percent in Morocco, and 99.5 percent 

in Tunisia.40)  

Therefore, the fact that one third of French immigrants came from 

the former colonies of France in North Africa, especially the Maghreb 

countries where most of the population is Muslim, explains the reason why 

the majority of the immigrants to France are Muslims. 

<Table 5> Countries in North Africa with the Largest Number of Muslims (2009)41)

39) France, INSEE, Répartition des Immigrés par Pays de Naissance en 2011, 
http://www.insee.fr/fr/themes/tableau.asp?ref_id=immigrespaysnais (accessed October 1, 
2014).

40) Pew Research Center, Mapping the Global Muslim Population: A Report on the Size and 
Distribution of the World’s Muslim Population (2009 October): 17.
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In fact, the immigration history of Muslim immigrants to France 

dates back to the aftermath of the Second World War.  Due to the lack of 

labor force caused by the World War, immigrants from Algeria were needed 

by the French government along with foreign workers from South Europe 

such as Italy.  Particularly, the French government was in need of foreign 

workers for economic growth and reconstruction of France since 1974 when 

France promoted labor-intensive basic industries.42)  Since then, the number 

of immigrants from the Maghreb countries including Algerians has 

dramatically increased under the following circumstances.  First, the 

economy of Italy had rapidly grown before and after the War, which 

resulted in a decrease in the number of Italian immigrant workers in France.  

Instead, this led to an increasing requirement for Algerian foreign labors to 

replace Italian immigrant workers.  Second, France itself was also in short 

of labor force when its economy began to revitalize after the War.  While 

a number of job opportunities were created during the economic recovery 

period thanks to an increasing construction, France at the same time suffered 

from the lack of economic active population not only because of a decrease 

in birth rate but also because of numerous youngsters conscripted to 

participate in the Algerian War between 1954 to 1962.43)  However, in 

1962, France and Algeria signed a treaty, the Évian Accords, which put an 

official end to the Algerian War with the agreement on the independence of 

Algeria after a transitional period.  Interestingly, the Accords assured and 

formalized reciprocal exchanges between the two countries.  However, it 

also required a ‘declaration of acceptance of the French Republic’ for 

Algerians who wanted to automatically become French.44)  This made few 

41) Pew Research Center, Mapping the Global Muslim Population, 17.

42) Dahn Park, Franceeui Munhwa Jeonjaeng: Gonghwagukkwa Islam [Cultural War in 
France: Republic and Islam] (Seoul: Chaeksesang, 2005), 23. 

43) Dahn Park, Franceeui Munhwa Jeonjaeng, 23-24. 
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French Muslims with Algerian origin to enact the procedure since it was 

perceived as a betrayal of Algeria.  Thus, the French government changed 

the procedure of ‘declaration of acceptance’ into that of ‘reintegration by 

decree,’ which only required five years of residence in France.  This 

allowed an increase in the number of Algerian immigrants into France and 

their official recruitment for labor by the French government.  The 

Algerians who migrated to France after the Algerian War were called 

harkis, “who had fought for France and now looked for security along with 

former colonial French returning home.”45)  

However, after a series of oil shocks in the 1970s and the 

following economic stagnation, the French government announced an official 

end to labor migration from North Africa in 1974, but allowed a family 

reunification of immigrants.  Thanks to the banning of official immigration, 

“those years saw a shift from a largely single male population to one 

consisting of nuclear and extended families.”46)  In addition, in 1984, the 

French Parliament passed a law requiring a ten-year residence permit.  

Former French President Giscard d’Estaing also tried to forcefully repatriate 

Algerian immigrants back to Algeria, which turned out to be unsuccessful.47)  

However, Muslim immigrants are still migrating into France and the Muslim 

community within France has become larger enough to have extensive 

impacts on French society. 

44) Christophe Bertossi and Abdellali Hajjat, “Country Report on France,” EUDO Citizenship 
Observatory, European University Institute (Italy: European University Institute, 2013), 11. 

45) Cadet Andrea Walton, “Migration sans Assimilation: Muslim Immigration in France,” 
New Horizons Online (April 2007): 4.

46) Jonathan Laurence and Justin Vaisse, Integrating Islam: Political and Religious 
Challenges in Contemporary France (Washington, D.C.: The Brookings Institutions, 2006), 
17.

47) Bertossi and Hajjat, “Country Report on France,” 12.
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5.2 Social Exclusion of French Muslims

Based on the framework of social exclusion, this thesis will look 

into how Muslim immigrants are socioeconomically excluded from French 

society in terms of education and employment.  In fact, education and 

employment status of immigrants are important to both immigrants and 

non-immigrants in France because of a mutual relationship between the two 

factors.  That is, if immigrants are successful in the labor market, they are 

highly likely to make economic and fiscal contribution to the host economy.  

This will, in turn, significantly affect the attitudes of non-immigrants towards 

immigrants, which will eventually render immigration policy more in favor 

of immigrants.  In contrast, poor economic performance of immigrants will 

lead to socioeconomic exclusion of immigrants, which, in turn, may result in 

social unrest, riots, or even extreme terrorism within the host society.48)  In 

France, Muslim immigrants tend to have less opportunities in education and 

employment.  Therefore, addressing social exclusion of Muslim immigrants 

is integral for tackling social unrests and eventually attaining social 

integration of France. 

(1) Education

Education is crucial in determining successful integration of 

immigrants into the host country since it influences outcomes in the labor 

market.49)  That is, the higher the educational attainment, the more 

employment opportunities immigrants tend to have.  In this respect, 

educational attainment is one of the important factors in determining 

socioeconomic position and cultural integration.50)  

48) Yann Algan et al., “The Economic Situation of First- and Second- Generation Immigrants 
in France, Germany and the United Kingdom,” CEP Discussion Paper no. 951 (2009): 2. 

49) Algan et al., “The Economic Situation,” CEP Discussion Paper, 12.
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<Figure 3> Evolution of Educational Structure of Immigrants and Non-Immigrants51) 

<Figure 3> shows that the degree of educational attainment of 

immigrants has advanced since 1990.  The percentage of immigrants without 

any diploma or merely with the Certificat d'Études Primaires (CEP) has 

reduced, while that of immigrants with superior diploma both long and short 

has increased.  However, compared to the educational attainment of 

non-immigrants, immigrants still seem to have limited access to better 

educational opportunities.52) 

50) Manon Domingues Dos Santos and Francois-Charles Wolff, “Human Capital Background 
and the Educational Attainment of the Second-Generation Immigrants in France,” LEMNA 
Working Paper 1 (2009): 4.

51) France, INSEE, Fiches Thématiques Éducation et Maîtrise de la Langue (Paris: October 
9, 2012), 165.

52) To explain the level of education in France, the CEP refers to a primary school level.  
The Certificat d'Aptitude Professionnelle (CAP) and the Brevet d'Étude Professionnelle 
(BEP) are high school level or professional diplomas. (Level 5)  Baccalauréat is, as a 
general certificate of education, an academic qualification for students to take at the end 



36

According to <Table 6>, immigrants aged between 30 and 49 

particularly from the Maghreb countries have lower educational attainment 

compared to immigrants from European countries except Portugal.  For 

instance, around 40 per cent of the Maghrebi immigrants tend to have no 

diploma or only received the CEP.  In specific, those with the CEP or no 

diploma account for 39 per cent for Algerian immigrants, 42 per cent for 

Moroccan immigrants, and 46 per cent for Tunisian immigrants.  It is 

almost double of the percentage of immigrants with European background 

except Portugal.  21 per cent and 24 per cent of immigrants from Spain or 

Italy respectively have the CEP or no diploma, and even that of immigrants 

from other European countries is 13 per cent.  On the other hand, in terms 

of superior long diploma,53) around 10 per cent of immigrants with 

European background have long superior education, whereas 18 per cent and 

25 per cent of immigrants from Spain and Italy respectively have the 

highest level of educational attainment.  Given that most of the French 

Muslims come from the Maghreb countries, it can be said that French 

Muslims are more likely to have lower educational attainment compared to 

immigrants from European countries to France. 

In addition, other determinants that influence educational attainment 

of descendants of immigrants are educational attainment of parents, language 

of the high school. (Level 4)  Diplôme Supérieur Court refers to baccalauréat + 2 years 
of education (Level 3), and Diplôme Supérieur Long refers to a university diploma, which 
is baccalauréat + 3 years of education (Level 1-2)

53) According to the INSEE, the level of education is classified into the following five 
categories: 

 · Enseignement supérieur long: Titulaire d’un diplôme de niveau supérieur à bac+2
   (licence, maîtrise, master, DEA, DESS, doctorat, diplôme de grande école etc.)
 · Enseignement supérieur court: Titulaire d’un diplôme de niveau bac+2 
   (DUT, BTS, DEUG, école de formation sanitaire et sociale etc.)
 · Titulaire d’un diplôme de niveau bac
 · Titulaire d’un diplôme de niveau CAP-BEP
 · Titulaire du brevet des collèges, du CEP ou sans diplôme
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spoken at home or French proficiency, and their age at immigration of the 

child.54)  In addition, length of stay in France also affects education.  In 

this sense, lower educational achievement of Maghrebi descendants is 

attributed partly to lower educational attainment of their parents.

<Table 6> Educational Level by Country of Birth (2008)55)

Furthermore, income is also closely related to educational 

attainment.  That is, more education is strongly associated with higher 

earnings.”56)  For the first generation of immigrants, proficiency in the 

54) Dos Santos and Wolff, “Human Capital Background and the Educational Attainment.” 

55) INSEE, Fiches Thématiques Éducation et Maîtrise, 165.

56) Algan et al., “The Economic Situation,” CEP Discussion Paper, 15.
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French language was significant, leading to a different income gap between 

French natives and immigrant workers.  However, for the second and third 

generation of immigrants, there are seemingly various factors that drive 

earning gap: discrimination, continuation of disadvantages from their parent 

generation, and their reluctance to assimilate into French society. 

(2) Employment

Compared to education and income, employment gap became much 

larger between French natives and immigrants.  It is because, in general, the 

European labor market is relatively less flexible.57)  In explaining larger 

employment gap, family structure such as marriage status or the number and 

age of children is especially an important determinant.58)  In addition, lower 

educational attainment is also related to poor performance of immigrants.  

<Figure 4> Unemployment Rate by Gender and Country of Origin (2002)59)

57) Christian Belzil and Francois Poinas, “Education and Early Career Outcomes of 
Second-Generation Immigrants in France,” IZA Discussion Papers, no. 3877 (2008): 3.

58) Algan et al., “The Economic Situation,” CEP Discussion Paper, 20.
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<Figure 5> Unemployment Rate by Place of Birth (2007)60)

Both <Figure 4> and <Figure 5> show a clear gap between 

immigrants from the Maghreb countries and European countries in terms of 

both employment and unemployment rate and the activity rate.  First, for 

immigrants from the Maghreb countries, who are mostly Muslim believers, 

the unemployment rate is much higher than those from European countries.  

In 2002, the unemployment rate of immigrants from Algeria and Morocco 

was more than 25 per cent, and that of Tunisia was also more than 20 per 

cent.  In contrast, the unemployment rate of European immigrants including 

59) Chloé Tavan, “Les Immigrés en France: Une Situation qui Évolue,” INSEE Premiere no. 
1042, French INSEE (Paris: September 2005), 3.

60) France, INSEE, Government of France, Taux d'Emploi selon le Lieu de Naissance 
R e g r o u p é , 
http://insee.fr/fr/themes/document.asp?reg_id=19&ref_id=17144&page=pages_de_profils/P11_90
/graphiques.htm (accessed October 1, 2014).



40

Spain, Italy, and Portugal was less than 10 per cent.  This figure is 

especially interesting in that the unemployment rate of Maghrebi immigrants 

is higher than the average unemployment rate of immigrants, while that of 

European immigrants is lower than the average unemployment rate of even 

non-immigrants. 

This pattern was also similar in 2007.  The employment rate of 

both male and female European immigrants was more or less of 60 per 

cent.  At the same time, their unemployment rate was around 10 per cent.  

However,  the employment rate of Maghrebi immigrants was lower than that 

of European counterparts.  In particular, female immigrants with Maghrebi 

background had much fewer opportunities to have a job compared to male 

Maghrebi immigrants.  In addition, the unemployment rates of both male 

and female Maghrebi immigrants were more than double of that of 

European immigrants.  

<Table 7> is also interesting in that it shows socio-professional 

category of employed immigrants in France according to their country of 

birth in 2008.  The category of occupation is important since it is used to 

classify social class of the population.  For instance, in general, those who 

work for managers, intellectual profession, and white collar are deemed as a 

middle class.  According to the figure, first, 18 per cent of Spanish 

immigrants and 17 per cent of Italian immigrants work for cadre or superior 

intellectual profession, and 15 per cent and 20 per cent of each immigrant 

group work for intermediate profession.  By contrast, around 10 per cent of 

immigrants from the Maghreb countries work for cadre and superior 

intellectual profession, and similarly more than 10 percent of them work for 

intermediate profession.  In addition, more than half of the Maghrebi 

immigrants in France who were employed were working as employees and 

unskilled workers rather than intermediate professions or superior intellectual 

professions.  This implies that immigrants with Maghrebi background tend to 
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work more as employees or labor workers rather than intellectual professions 

compared to European immigrants in France.

<Table 7> Socioprofessional Category by Origin and Gender (2008)61)

<Table 8> shows that the relationship between the level of 

educational attainment and the rate of activity, employment, and 

unemployment.  For both male and female immigrants in France, the higher 

the level of the educational attainment, the higher the employment rate, 

which is also the same for the activity rate of immigrants.  However, the 

61) France, INSEE, Fiches Thématiques Situation sur le Marché du Travail (Paris: October 9, 
2012), 193.
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unemployment rate of immigrants does not necessarily have a negative 

relationship with the level of education.  The unemployment rate of both 

male and female immigrants who received secondary education in France 

was higher than those who received superior education.  Given that the 

majority of the immigrants have received secondary education in France, 

they are more likely to suffer from insufficient opportunities for 

employment.

<Table 8> Activity, Employment, and Unemployment Rate by Level of Education (2010)62) 

5.3 Islamophobia in French Society

62) France, INSEE, Taux d’Activité, d’Emploi et de Chômage en 2008 selon le Niveau de 
Diplôme, accessed October 2, 2014.http://www.insee.fr/fr/themes/document.asp?ref_id=ip1262.
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In addition to socioeconomic exclusion of Muslim immigrant, France 

has witnessed the rise of Islamophobia against French Muslims.  According 

to the publication issued by the Council of Europe in 2005, Islamophobia 

refers to “the fear of or prejudiced viewpoint towards Islam, Muslims and 

matters pertaining to them.  Whether it takes the shape of daily forms of 

racism and discrimination or more violent forms, Islamophobia is a violation 

of human rights and a threat to social cohesion.”63)  In accordance with this 

definition, this thesis will look into Islamophobia in terms of both subjective 

views or opinions on Muslim immigrants or their religious practices and 

discrimination or violent actions against Muslim immigrants or symbolic 

institutions of Islam.  Interestingly, the definition of Islamophobia implies 

that Islamophobia challenges social cohesion not only between immigrants 

and non-immigrants but also between Muslims and non-Muslims.  That is, 

Islamophobia is also problematic among immigrants themselves, which makes 

it much more difficult to achieve social integration of French society.  

However, it should be noted that ungrounded animosity against Muslim 

immigrants and reasonable criticisms against Muslims should be discerned.  

(1) Subjective Views on Muslim Immigrants

In general, negative views on Muslim immigrants have increased in 

France.  In specific, the French National Assembly passed the bill that bans 

full veils of Muslims, the burqa which covers the whole face, in 2010.  

According to the survey conducted by the Pew Global Research Center, 82 

per cent of the French respondents approved the law banning the burqa, 

which is the highest percentage of approval among five Western countries 

with large Muslim population: France, Britain, Spain, Germany, and the U.S.  

63) Ingrid Ramber, “Islamophobia and Its Consequences on Young People,” Seminar Report, 
European Youth Centre Budapest (1-6 June, 2004): 6.
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Moreover, the survey proves that the older the French respondents, the 

higher the approval rate on banning the burqa. (Figure 6)

<Figure 6> Ban on Veils that Cover the Whole Face (2008)64)

However, the opinion gap between the younger and the older was 

little compared to other Western countries, and approval rate on banning the 

burqa was highest in all ages among five Western countries. (Figure 7)  

What is also interesting is that as <Figure 8> shows, there is even little 

difference on approval rate according to ideological difference.  That is, 

compared to other Western countries, three fourth of the French respondents 

who are political leftist approved banning the burqa in France, not to 

mention centrist or rightist French people.  Therefore, it can be concluded 

that the French people, in general, are against Muslim immigrants’ wearing 

the burqa regardless of their age or political orientation.

64) Pew Research Center, Widespread Support for Banning Full Islamic Veil in Western 
Europe, The Pew Global Project Attitudes (Washington, D.C.: July, 2010): 1. 
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<Figure 7> Age Difference in Opinions about a Ban on Full Veils (2008)65)

<Figure 8> Ideological Difference in Opinions about Full Veil Ban (2008)66)

(2) Violent Actions of Islamophobia

65) Pew Research Center, Widespread Support for Banning Full Islamic Veil, 2.

66) Ibid., 2.
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<Figure 9> Evolution of Islamophobia in France (2005-2012)67)

<Figure 9> shows that Islamophobia has increased in France since 

2005.  In particular, the number of violent actions against Muslim 

immigrants has sharply increased since 2010.  Since 2005, the number of 

actions related to Islamophobia has increased ninefold in seven years.  

Interestingly, while the number of violent actions against Islam-related 

institutes has generally been constant, violence against Muslim individuals 

has rapidly increased, which contributed to the overall increase of 

Islamophobia.

In specific, <Figure 10> is about discrimination that Muslim 

immigrants have experienced in France since 2008.  In particular, most of 

67) Collectif Contre l’Islamophobie en France, Rapport Annuel (France: CCIF, 2013), 10.
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discriminatory or violent actions against individuals have occurred in public 

sector.  In 2012, about 180 violent actions took place against individuals in 

the public sector.  At the same time, violent actions in the private sector 

has also rapidly increased since 2010 compared to those in the professional 

community or interpersonal damages. 

<Figure 10> Evolution of Actions against Individuals in France (2008-2012)68)

In addition, <Figure 11> and <Table 9> show violent actions 

against institutions in France.  It shows that the number of acts against 

institutions has gradually increased since 2007, showing a staircase pattern.  

In 2012, about 50 cases of violent acts were reported, almost five times 

68) Collectif Contre l’Islamophobie en France, 6.
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higher than in 2007.  Interestingly, in 2012, almost 80 per cent of the 

violent actions were against Mosques, which is a symbolic place of worship 

for followers of Islam.   

<Figure 11> Evolution of Actions against Institutions (2007-2012)69)

<Table 9> Types of Targeted Institutions of Islamophobia (2012)70)

69) Collectif Contre l’Islamophobie en France, 23.

70) Ibid., 23. 
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In conclusion, Islamophobia in France has increased in terms of 

both subjective opinions and the number of violent actions against Muslims 

and their places for worship during a recent decade.  On average, more 

violent acts have been found against Muslim individuals than Muslim 

institutions.  For instance, while about 50 violent acts against Muslim 

institutions were reported, the total number of violent acts against Muslim 

individuals were more than 400 cases.  This means that non-Muslims 

express their hostility more against Muslim individuals rather than Muslim 

institutions.  In this way, French Muslims are highly likely to be exposed to 

violent acts or physical attacks both in the public and private sector.  

However, the terrorist attack on the World Trade Center by Islamic 

extremist groups in the U.S. on September 11, 2001, did not seem to 

directly influence Islamophobia in France.  Although it is true that the fear 

against extremist Muslims has increased not only in France but also in the 

world after the September 11 terrorist attack, Islamophobia has long existed 

even before the terrorist attack since the beginning of the immigration of 

Muslim Africans mostly from the Maghreb countries.  Therefore, it can be 

said that Islamophobia existed before the terrorist attack, but has increased 

in its frequency and notoriety during the past decade especially in France.71)

 

71) Gallup, “Islamophobia: Understanding Anti-Muslim Sentiment in the West,” 
http://www.gallup.com/poll/157082/islamophobia-understanding-anti-muslim-sentiment-west.asp
x (accessed October 2, 2014).
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6. Social Inclusion of French Jews

6.1 Jewish Immigrants in France

France has the third largest Jewish community in the world, 

following the U.S. and Israel.  Jewish immigrants are known as the second 

largest ethno-religious group in French society.  Because of the official 

French census which bans record of religious and ethnic affiliation by law, 

the number of Jewish population in France is not accurate.  However, it is 

estimated that “200,000 Jews immigrated to France from eastern European 

countries between 1900 and 1939, and another 60,000 refugees came from 

Nazi Germany.”72)  Currently, approximately 500,000 to 560,000 Jewish 

immigrants and their descendants are estimated to reside in France,73) which 

amount to slightly more than 1 per cent of the total French population.  

Compared to the size of Muslim minorities in France, the number of Jewish 

immigrants remain lower.  However, anti-Semitism is also rapidly rising 

along with Islamophobia in France these days.  At the same time, Jewish 

immigrants are exerting extensive influence on French society in many 

respects, which allows them to have some socioeconomic privileges over 

Muslim immigrants. 

In fact, the history of immigration of the Jews in France dates back 

to the antiquity.  There exists “archeological evidence of Jews living in the 

region of what is now France has been found from as early as the first 

century CE.”74)  The Jewish community in France has become more visible 

72) European Monitoring Centre on Racisme and Xenophobia, Manifestations of Antisemitism 
in the EU 2002-2003 (Vienna: EUMC, 2004), 93. 

73) Erik. Cohen, “The Jews of France at the Turn of the Third Millenium: A Sociological 
and Cultural Analysis,” The Rappaport Center for Assimilation Research and Strengthening 
Jewish Vitality, http://www.bjpa.org/Publications/details.cfm?PublicationID=14253 (2009), 35.

74) Cohen, “The Jews of France,” 16. 
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since the sixth century when Jews became subject to political and legal 

power of the Catholic Church.  However, in 1870, “the Crémieux Decree 

granted French citizenship to all Algerian Jews, juridically cutting them off 

from most Algerian Muslim subjects.”75)  Official policies towards the Jews 

have also changed after the French Revolution.  Thanks to “the ideas of the 

Enlightenment, which led to the eventual fall of the Ancien Régime,”76) 

France eventually granted political emancipation to the Jews on the premise 

that their allegiance to the philosophy of the French Republic. 

A century after their political emancipation, French Jewry seemed to 

be fully integrated into France by accepting French culture and values.  

They moved into Paris and became part of the French bourgeois and 

intelligent.  In particular, during the 1880s and 1890s, European colonial 

empires including France, Britain, and Germany were eager to expand their 

colonies.  Against this backdrop, economy and finance have swiftly 

developed, which accompanied with a relatively increased role of the Jews. 

However, since the Dreyfus Affair (1894-1906), anti-Semitism 

became an controversial issue in France.  In 1894, Alfred Dreyfus, a captain 

of the French Army with Jewish background, was accused of his espionage.  

He was suspected for communicating with the German Embassy in Paris 

and for sending military secrets of the French Army, eventually being 

sentenced imprisonment.  However, it finally turned out that his conviction 

was groundless based on a falsified document.  Many suspected that Captain 

Dreyfus was arrested probably because of his Jewish origin.  The Dreyfus 

Affair was symbolic and significant from both judicial and political 

perspectives since it deeply divided French society into two opposing 

groups: pro-Army or anti-Dreyfus and pro-Dreyfus.  In this way, the 

75) Maud S. Mandel, Muslims and Jews in France: History of a Conflict (New Jersey: 
Princeton University Press, 2014), 3. 

76) Mandel, Muslims and Jews in France, 18. 
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Dreyfus Affair reminded anti-Semitism within French society. 

Then, during the Second World War, France fell into the occupation 

by Nazi Germany in collaboration with the Vichy regime.  Against this 

backdrop, French Jews were violently persecuted.  “The wearing of the 

yellow star, exclusion from schools and professions, despoilment, were the 

first steps in a process that was to lead to active collaboration with the 

Nazi policy of deportation.”77)  However, after the War, Jewish French 

citizens who were displaced during the War came back to France from 

central and eastern European Countries.  In addition, in the 1950s and 60s, 

the number of Jewish immigrants from the Maghreb countries including 

Algeria, Tunisia, and Morocco had increased.  Although Islam is a 

predominant religion in North Africa, thus most of the immigrants from the 

Maghreb countries are Muslims, “Jews were tolerated but relegated to 

second-class status under Muslim rule.”78)

6.2 Social Inclusion of French Jews

It is not easy to directly compare the degree of social exclusion of 

Muslim and Jewish immigrants in France since the French government 

forbids official statistics on religion and ethnicity.  However, it will be 

meaningful to look into the degree of social exclusion of both Muslim and 

Jewish immigrants respectively so as to compare their socioeconomic status 

in France in an indirect way.  In France, Muslim and Jewish immigrants 

are both ethno-religious minorities in France.  However, Jewish immigrants 

seem to be less excluded in terms of education and employment in French 

society.  Even, they are privileged in some respects compared to other 

77) CEJI - A Jewish Contribution to an Inclusive Europe, Mapping Reports of Jewish 
Muslim Dialogue in Five European Countries (Brussels: CEJI, 2010), 36.  

78) A Jewish Contribution to an Inclusive Europe, Mapping Reports of Jewish Muslim, 20.
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ethno-religious minority groups. 

(1) Education 

<Table 10> reveals interesting results in terms of level of education 

of Jewish immigrants in France.  It shows that almost 70 per cent of 

French Jewish population has more than Bachelor’s degree in 2002, and 

even half of them has superior long degree of education (Bachelor’s 

Degree + 4).  This figure is even impressive when compared to that of 

general French population.  In 1999, the percentage of French population 

who had Bachelor’s Degree + 4 accounted for a mere nine per cent.  In 

addition, French natives who had less than Bachelor’s Degree accounted 

for 71 per cent in 1999, while almost 70 per cent (exactly 66 per cent) 

of French Jewish had more than Bachelor’s Degree.  Furthermore, Jewish 

immigrants who resided in Paris achieved higher degree of education.  

Therefore, it can be concluded that Jewish immigrants in France are, in 

general, more intelligent with higher degree of education, thus had better 

educational opportunities. 

(2) Employment

In terms of employment, the unemployment rate of French Jewish 

population was 11,5 per cent in 2002.  Given that the unemployment 

rate of the French population was 8,3 per cent in 2002, and that of 

immigrants from the Maghreb countries were more than 20 per cent, 

Jewish immigrants relatively had better opportunities for employment than 

Muslim immigrants mostly came from the Maghreb countries. (Table 11)  
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<Table 10> Level of Education of Jewish Heads of Households (1999, 2002)79)

<Table 11> Socioprofessional Status of Jewish Heads of Households (2002)80)

79) Cohen, “The Jews of France,” 45. 
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In addition, among Jewish heads of households in France who were 

employed in 2002, those who were senior executive accounted for 11,5 

per cent, liberal professions 13,8 per cent, middle executives 13,8 per 

cent, and intellectual professions 15 per cent.  In contrast, Jewish 

immigrants who worked as workers accounted for a mere 1,77 per cent. 

(Table 12)  This shows that the majority of the employed Jewish 

immigrants had a job with higher socioeconomic status in society, which 

is also highly likely to allow them higher income.

<Table 12> Socioprofessional Distribution of Employed Jewish Heads of Households (2002)81) 

6.3 Anti-Semitism in French Society

Anti-Semitism refers to the belief or behavior hostile against Jews.  

“It may take the form of religious teachings that proclaim the inferiority of 

Jews, for instance, or political efforts to isolate, oppress, or otherwise injure 

80) Ibid., 49. 

81) Cohen, “The Jews of France,” 50.
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them.  It may also include prejudiced or stereotyped views about Jews.”82)  

This unfavorable or even hostile sentiment against Jews has long existed in 

Europe and reached its peak during the Nazy occupation. 

 <Figure 12> Increasingly Negative Views of Jews in Europe (2004-2008)83)

However, France is witnessing a rapid increase of anti-Semitism.  

According to <Figure 12>, although the percentage of the French 

respondents who were unfavorable against Jews was lower than other 

European countries, France shows a sharper increase in the percentage of 

negative views against Jews since 2006.  

More recently, according to <Figure 13>, the majority of the French 

respondents are regarding anti-Semitism as a big problem in France.  It is 

interesting that France is the only country whose respondents, more than 

half of them, think that anti-Semitism is a very big problem.  This figure is 

82) Anti-Defamation League, Web site, http://www.adl.org/ (accessed October 28, 2014). 

83) Pew Research Center, Unfavorable Views of Jews and Muslims on the Increase in 
Europe, The Pew Global Project Attitudes (Washington, D.C.: September, 2008): 1. 
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the highest among eight European countries. 

 <Figure 13> Antisemitism is seen to be a problem in the country today (2013)84)

<Figure 14> Perception on Changes in the level of anti-Semitism in the country over the 
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past five years (2013)85)

In addition, the majority of the French respondents, exactly 74 per 

cent of them, perceived that the level of anti-Semitism has increased a lot 

over the past five years in France.  This figure is almost double of an 

average percentage of respondents of eight European countries who think 

that anti-Semitism has increased a lot. (Figure 14)

<Figure 15> Trends in Anti-Semitic Threats and Acts in France (1992-2002)86)

84) FRA – European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights, Discrimination and Hate Crime 
against Jews in EU Member States: Experiences and Perceptions of Antisemitism (Vienna: 
FRA, 2013), 16.  

85) FRA – European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights, Discrimination and Hate Crime 
against Jews, 17.

86) European Monitoring Centre on Racisme and Xenophobia, Manifestations of Antisemitism, 
100. 
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<Table 13> Assessment of manifestations of anti-Semitism against Jewish community 

(2013)87)

In specific, the number of menaces against Jews has sharply 

increased in 2000 and 2002 respectively.  While the number of anti-Semitic 

menaces in 1999 was 60, that of menaces in 2002 increased more than 

tenfold within an year.   Then, the number dropped in 2001 by 184, but 

again rapidly increased by 731 in 2002.  In contrast, the number of 

anti-Semitic acts are much lower than that of anti-Semitic menaces.  

However, the number of acts against Jews has also increased since 2000 

along with the rise in the number of menaces. (Figure 15)  

In addition, the French respondents thought that anti-Semitism on 

87) FRA – European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights, Discrimination and Hate Crime 
against Jews, 19.
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the Internet, expression of hostility towards Jews in the street or other 

public places, and vandalism of Jewish buildings and institutions are biggest 

problems among various types of anti-Semitic manifestations against the 

Jewish Community in France.  Interestingly, while vandalism against Jewish 

building is relatively less perceived as a big problem in other European 

countries, almost 80 per cent of the French respondents assessed it as a big 

problem in France. (Table 13) 

<Figure 16> Worries about him or herself becoming a victim of/a family member or person 

close to him or her becoming a victim of verbal insults or harassment or physical attack 

because he or she is Jewish (2013)88)

88) FRA – European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights, Discrimination and Hate Crime 
against Jews, 33.
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Lastly, <Figure 16> shows that French Jews are the most worried 

among eight countries about him/herself becoming a victim or a family 

member or person close to him/her becoming a victim of both verbal insults 

or harrassment and physical attacks because he/she is Jewish.  This reflects 

that being Jewish in France is increasingly likely to expose them to external 

threats both mentally and physically only because they are Jewish.  Given 

that this survey was conducted in 2013, this means that anti-Semitism has 

recently become more controversial in French society, leading both French 

natives and French Jews to get worried about the expansion of 

anti-Semitism and related menaces and attacks against Jews in France. 
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7. Causes and Effects of the Disparity in France

7.1 Disparity between French Muslims and Jews

(1) Disparity in Social Exclusion

According to the previous research on social exclusion of Muslim 

and Jews in France, it has proven that French Jews are more likely to 

have better opportunities in both education and employment compared to 

French Muslims.  That is, French Muslims are socioeconomically 

excluded from French society more than French Jews.  Since there are 

no official statistics on ethnic or religious affiliation in France, the degree 

of social exclusion of Muslim and Jewish immigrants cannot be directly 

compared.  Fortunately, however, other research groups or survey 

institutes have made research on the social exclusion or general 

information of each ethno-religious group in France.  However, they were 

conducted in different years with different size of examples.  Thus, there 

can be a time gap between the two statistics or other variables that 

might affect the statistics.  Though, it is still meaningful to attempt to 

compare the degree of social exclusion of both Muslim and Jewish 

immigrants in French society, which shows disparity of social exclusion 

that affects their different social status and privileges within French 

society. 

① Education

By reminding the previous <Table 6> and <Table 10>, which show 

the level of education or the level of diploma of Muslim and Jewish 

immigrants in France, the difference of social exclusion between the two 

ethno-religious immigrant minorities in terms of educational attainment 

becomes clear.  However, there could be an error considering the time 
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and age gap since the statistics on French Muslims were conducted in 

2008 towards Muslims aged 30 to 49, while the statistics on French Jews 

were conducted in 2002 towards Jews aged 20 and over. 

<Table 6> Educational Level by Country of Birth (2008)

<Table 10> Level of Education of Jewish Heads of Households
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On the one hand, it was estimated in 2008 that among French 

Muslim immigrants aged 30 to 49 mostly originated from the Maghreb 

countries namely Algeria, Morocco, and Tunisia, an average 42 per cent 

of them had a primary school level or even no diploma (39 per cent for 

Algerian immigrants, 42 per cent for Moroccan immigrants, and 46 per 

cent for Tunisian immigrants in France).  In addition, a mere 8 per cent 

of Maghrebi immigrants, who are mostly Muslims, had a superior short 

diploma, and about 12,7 per cent of them had a superior long diploma.  

These results are interesting when compared to the level of education of 

the general French population.  While an average 42 per cent of Muslim 

immigrants had a primary education or no diploma, 18 per cent of the 

French population had the same level of education, which is less than 

half of the Muslims’ percentage.  In addition, while a mere 8 per cent 

of Muslim immigrants had a superior short diploma, 15 per cent the 

French population received a superior short diploma, which is almost 

twice the Muslims’ percentage.  Thus, in general, French Muslims had 

lower level of education or diploma compared to the French population. 

On the other hand, in contrast, Jewish immigrants in France had 

relatively higher level of education compared to Muslim immigrants as 

well as the general French population.  In 2002, it was estimated that 34 

per cent of French Jews had less than Bachelor’s degree, which refers to 

both a primary and secondary education or no diploma, while 71 per 

cent of the general French population had the same level of education.  

In addition, 17 per cent of French Jews had Bachelor’s degree + 2, 

which refers to a superior short diploma, and 31 per cent of them had 

Bachelor’s degree + 4, which refers to a superior long diploma.  

However, a mere 8 per cent and 9 per cent of the general French 

population had Bachelor’s degree + 2 and Bachelor’s degree + 4 

respectively.  Therefore, French Jewish immigrants had a higher level of 
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2008 (Aged 30 to 49) 2002 (Aged 20 and Over)

Level of 
Education

Muslim

Immigrants

French

 Population

Jewish 

Immigrants

French 

Population
Primary School or 

No Diploma
42

64
18

51 34 71
Secondary School 22 33

Baccalauréat 15 17 18 12

Superior Short

(Baccalauréat + 2)
8 15 17 8

Superior Long

(Baccalauréat + 4)
12,7 16 31 9

Total (%) 100 100 100 100

education even compared to the educational level of the general French 

people. 

<Table 14> Comparison between French Muslims and Jews in terms of Education (2002, 

2008)

In conclusion, <Table 14> reshapes the comparison between Muslim 

and Jewish immigrants in France in terms of educational attainment.  

Indirectly compared the two immigrant groups, while an average 64 per 

cent of Muslim immigrants had a primary and secondary education or no 

diploma, 34 per cent of Jewish immigrants had the same level of 

education, which is almost one half of the Muslim’s percentage.  In 

addition, while an average 8 per cent of Muslim immigrants had a 

superior short degree, 17 per cent of Jewish immigrants had the same 
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level of education.  In terms of superior long degree, while 12,7 per cent 

of Muslim immigrants had the highest degree, 31 per cent of Jewish 

immigrants had the same level of diploma.  That is, more than twice of 

Jewish immigrants had a higher educational degree compared to Muslim 

immigrants.  Therefore, it can be concluded that Muslim immigrants are 

more excluded in terms of educational attainment compared to Jewish 

immigrants. 

② Employment

<Table 7> Socioprofessional Category by Origin and Gender (2010)
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<Figure 4> Unemployment Rate by Gender and Country of Origin (2002)

<Table 11> Socioprofessional Status of Jewish Heads of Households (2002)
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<Table 12> Socioprofessional Distribution of Employed Jewish Heads of Households (2002) 

By reminding <Table 7> and <Figure 4> which show the 

unemployment rate of Muslim immigrants in France, and <Table 11> and 

<Table 12> which show socioprofessional categories of both Muslim and 

Jewish immigrants, the degree of social exclusion in terms of 

employment between the two immigrant groups can be compared.  

However, there can also exist an error given the time gap as the 

statistics on Muslim immigrants were conducted in 2010 while that on 

Jewish immigrants were in 2002. 

First, according to <Figure 4>, the unemployment rate of the 

Muslim immigrants from the three Maghreb countries was approximately 

24 per cent on average in 2002.  Considering the average unemployment 

rate of immigrants in France, which is 17 per cent, Muslim immigrants 

were more likely to be unemployed even compared to other immigrant 
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Muslim 

Immigrants

Jewish 

Immigrants
Unemployment rate (2002, %) 17 11,52

Socioprofessional Categories of 2010 2002

groups.  In contrast, <Table 11> shows that the unemployment rate of 

Jewish immigrants in France was 11,52 per cent in 2002.  Thus, it is 

confirmed that Muslim immigrants have less opportunities for employment 

compared to Jewish immigrant in France. 

Second, socioprofessional categories can also imply the degree of 

social exclusion of Muslim and Jewish immigrants in French society 

since the types of occupation reflects social status and income level of 

employers.  On the one hand, while 36,7 per cent of employed Muslim 

immigrants were unskilled workers, 12 per cent of them worked for 

intermediate professions including managers, liberal profession, and middle 

executive, and 11,3 per cent of them worked for intellectual profession.  

On the other hand, a mere 1,77 per cent of employed Jewish immigrants 

were unskilled workers, while 33,56 per cent of them worked for 

intermediate professions and 26,47 per cent of them worked for 

intellectual profession.  Thus, this comparison implies that the majority of 

Muslim immigrants were working as unskilled workers or employees, 

which have relatively lower social status and income, whereas the 

majority of Jewish immigrants were working for intermediate and 

intellectual profession, which guarantees their higher social status and 

stable income.  This also means that Jewish immigrants constitute the 

middle class or even higher social class within French society.  Thus, it 

can be concluded that Jewish immigrants have better opportunities for 

employment than their Muslim counterparts in France.
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‘the Employed’
Unskilled Workers 36,7 1,77

Employees 30,7 25,24
Artisans, Merchants 9,3 12,96

Intermediate/ Liberal Professions,

Middle Executives
12 27,56

Intellectual Professions,

Senior Executives, Managers
11,3 32,47

Total (%) 100 100

<Table 15> Comparison between French Muslims and Jews in terms of Employment

(2) Disparity in Social Perception

Not only the degree of social exclusion, but also the perception of 

the French people towards Muslim and Jewish immigrants is different in 

France, which also affects different social position of the two immigrant 

groups.  In general, negative views on Muslim and Jewish immigrants in 

France are not the highest among European countries.  However, it is 

found that the French respondents have more negative opinions on French 

Muslims than French Jews. 

An interesting comparison between Muslims and Jews in France can 

be found in <Figure 17> and <Figure 18>.  Both as ethno-religious 

minorities in France, Muslim and Jewish immigrants have witnessed the 

rise of anti-sentiment against them in France.  However, French people 

seem to have unfavorable opinions more on Muslims than Jews.  Among 

the French respondents, the percentage of negative views on Muslims 

were almost 30 per cent and over from 2004 to 2008, while that of 



71

negative views on Jews were less than 20 per cent during the same 

period.  In addition, compared to other immigrant-receiving countries in 

Europe, the distinction between Muslims and Jews is clear in that 

unfavorable views of the French on Jews are absolutely lesser than other 

countries. 

<Figure 17> Negative Views of Muslims in Europe (2004-2008)89)

<Figure 18> Negative Views of Jews in Europe (2004-2008)90)

89) Pew Research Center, Unfavorable Views of Jews and Muslims, 5. 



72

         

  <Figure 19> Opinions of Muslims (2008)91)      <Figure 20> Opinions of Jews (2008)92)

<Figure 19> and <Figure 20> also show both favorable and 

unfavorable opinions on Muslims and Jews respectively.  First, the 

French have more favorable opinions on Jews than Muslims in that the 

percentage of the French respondents in favor of Jews is 79 per cent, 

while those in favor of Muslims is 62 percent.  In addition, there exist 

more favorable opinions both on Muslims and Jews rather than 

unfavorable ones in France.  However, the gap between those conflicting 

opinions is bigger on Muslims than Jews.  Therefore, it can be said that 

90) Pew Research Center, Unfavorable Views of Jews and Muslims, 5. 

91) Ibid., 10.

92) Ibid., 15.
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French people are more favorable on Jews than Muslims living in 

France.  They also have more negative views on Muslims than Jews.  

However, anti-sentiment against both immigrant minorities is on the rise 

in France.  In this sense, French Jews seem to be less excluded and less 

discriminated by French natives than French Muslims in many respects.

7.2 Causes of the Disparity in Social Exclusion

(1) Exclusion by the French Government against Muslims

① Immigration Policies

To tackle the immigration issue in French society, the French 

government has so far come up with a number of immigration and 

integration policies.  The French government passed the Anti-Discrimination 

Act in 2001 to implement EU Anti-Discrimination Directives adopted in 

2000.  In fact, “all EU member states have included the general principle of 

equal treatment or specific grounds of discrimination either in their 

Constitution and/or in their national anti-discrimination legislation.”93)  In 

case of France, the Preamble of the 1946 Constitution “prohibits 

discrimination with regard to criteria of sex, race, belief, and trade union 

activity,”94) and the Article 2 of the 1958 Constitution also stipulates that 

“the nation ensures equality before the law of all citizens, whatever their 

ethnic origin, race, or religion.”95)  

93) Implementation of EU Anti-Discrimination Law in the Member States: A Comparative 
Approach, http://www.era-comm.eu/oldoku/Adiskri/01_Overview/2011_04%20Chopin_EN.pdf 
(accessed November 1, 2014), 1. 

94) Pascal Lokiec, “Discrimination Law in France,” 
http://www.jil.go.jp/event/ro_forum/resume/080220/France_.pdf (accessed November 1, 2014), 
1. 
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However, governmental policies seem to be implicitly and indirectly 

aimed at excluding Muslim immigrants especially at the door.  In particular, 

the Immigration Law adopted in 2006 when Nicolas Sarkozy was the 

Interior Minister and leading presidential candidate for the 2007 election was 

designed to encourage a selective immigration of high-skilled workers and to 

allow more control to the government over immigration.  In fact, the 2006 

Immigration Law has the following objectives to attain: First, recruiting 

skilled workers.  Second, facilitating foreign students’ stay.  Third, 

tightening the rules on family reunification.  Fourth, limiting access to 

residence and citizenship.96)  Based on these objectives, it can be assumed 

that the French government actually intended to exclude Muslim immigrants 

through 2006 Immigration Law.  First, the 2006 Law authorizes the 

government to identify particular professions which are going through 

recruitment difficulties, and then encourages the recruitment of immigrant 

workers with needed skills for those identified professions by issuing ‘skills 

and talents’ visas to the qualified immigrants.  However, at the same time, 

this means that other immigrant workers who are not qualified for the 

selected profession list of the French government cannot but confront 

difficulties in obtaining residence permits.  Therefore, this shows that the 

French immigration policies pursue de facto selective immigration in favor 

of highly-skilled immigrants.  In this sense, immigrants with Muslim 

background mostly from the Maghreb countries are highly likely to be 

excluded since, as the previous research proved, the majority of Muslim 

immigrants work as unskilled workers or employees.  

95) Lokiec, “Discrimination Law in France,” 1. 

96) Kara Murphy, “France’s New Law: Control Immigration Flows, Court the Highly 
Skilled,” Migration Policy Institute, November 1, 2006, 
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/frances-new-law-control-immigration-flows-court-highly-s
killed (accessed October 29, 2014).  
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<Figure 21> Share of Family Migration by Geography (2005)97)

In addition, the 2006 Law tries to tighten the rules on family 

reunification in the three ways: “to ensure that immigrants respect French 

values, to promote their integration into French society, and to fight forced 

or polygamous marriage.”98)  In this respect, it also aims at tightening the 

control over the immigration of Muslim immigrants from North or 

Sub-Saharan Africa.  It is because first, after the French government 

officially ended its labor migration programs in 1974, which is still in 

effect, most of the Muslim immigrants from the Maghreb countries migrate 

into France largely for family reunification.  As <Figure 21> shows, almost 

70 per cent of those who migrate into France for family reunion come from 

97) Migration Policy Institute, “Immigration and the 2007 French Presidential Elections,” 
Immigration Backgrounder no. 3 (May 2007), 3.

98) Murphy, “France’s New Law.”
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African countries including the three Maghreb countries and Sub-Saharan 

countries.  Moreover, many African countries traditionally allow polygamous 

marriage, which refers to a state of marriage or frequent marriage to more 

than two spouses.  In this respect, the fact that the French government 

encourages monogamy, which is a state opposite to polygamous marriage, 

means that Muslim immigrants are likely to be excluded at the beginning of 

immigration procedure.  Also, immigrants are asked for their thoughts on, 

for example, same-sex marriage or gender equality while interviewing for 

migration.  Since Islam is conservative and patriarchal in that it does not 

allow homosexuality and defines women as inferior to men in the Quran, 

the interview question is against Islamic values and rules.  In this way, the 

French government intentionally decreases the probability of the influx of 

Muslim immigrants. 

② Integration Policies

As mentioned above, the French government has made official 

efforts to overcome discrimination against immigrants within French society.  

There are a number of both governmental and social organizations in charge 

of integrating immigrants into society and addressing discrimination against 

immigrants.  However, at the same time, there are several integration 

policies which seem to target Muslim immigrants.  For instance, the law 

which officially forbids any religious symbols in public schools, so-called 

the ‘Veil Law,’ was passed by the French Parliament in 2004.  This law 

was led by former President Jacques Chirac in the spirit of French 

Republican laïcité.  Although the list of prohibited religious symbols 

includes both the hijab, a veil worn particularly by Muslim women as a 

religious symbol of modesty stipulated by the Quran that “Muslim women 

should dress modestly and cover their breasts and genitals,”99) and the 
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kippa, a “hemispherical or platter-shaped cap worn by Jews to fulfill the 

customary requirement that the head be covered at all times,”100) and even 

large Christian crosses, it turned out that the Veil Law was largely targeting 

Muslim women.  According to a report regarding the law, “the total number 

of religious symbols listed during the year from 2004 to 2005 was 639, and 

out of 639 cases, 626 concerned headscarves.”101)  It is also reported that 

47 students were excluded by the Veil Law during the same period 

including 44 Muslim schoolgirls.  This shows that it is Muslim women who 

are mostly affected by the Law.  This is probably because Muslim female 

immigrants wear the hijab not only as a religious symbol but also as a way 

to express their fashion and tradition.  In fact, controversies over the 

wearing of the hijab in public schools was first initiated in 1989 when three 

Muslim schoolgirls were expelled from school for refusing to take off their 

hijab in class.  Then, the second controversies over wearing the hijab was 

reoccurred in 1994.  Therefore, the prohibition of wearing religious symbols 

in public schools is primarily aimed at Muslim immigrants, which affect 

their lower level of educational attainment.

(2) Exclusion by Social Actors

① Employment: The Role of Employers

According to the Pleven Law adopted in 1975, employers are not 

allowed in France to refuse to employ on the grounds of origin, political 

beliefs, or affiliation to a certain ethnic group, race, or religion and should 

not take discriminatory measures in offering job, executing the employment 

99) Wikipedia, s.v. “Hijab,” http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hijab (accessed November 4, 2014)

100) Wikipedia, s.v. “Kippa,” http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kippah (accessed November 4, 2014) 

101) Sonia Tebbakh, “Muslims in the EU: France,” Cities Report, Open Society Institute 
(2007), 37. 
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contract, and laying off.102)  

<Figure 22> Positive Response Rate by Last and First Name103)

However, there are some experiments which reveal that employers 

in French companies indeed discriminate against applicants with Muslim 

background.  According to a test organized by the Stanford University, the 

result confirmed that Muslim candidates actually face discrimination in the 

procedure of employment.  The research team tried to measure labor market 

discrimination on the basis of gender, race, and religion etc. by “comparing 

the response rate received by a CV with a Maghrebi-sounding first and last 

name with the response rate received by a CV with a French-sounding first 

and last name, with all other characteristics being equal across these CVs

.”104)  For instance, the research team used a name ‘Khadija’ Diouf as a 

102) Tebbakh, “Muslims in the EU,” 45.

103) Claire L. Adida, David D. Laitin, and Marie-Anne Valfort, “Identifying Barriers to 
Muslim Integration in France,” Proceedings of the National Academy of Science, 
Inaugural Articles 107, no. 52, www.pnas.org/cgi/doi/10.1073/pnas.1015550107 (accessed 
June 10, 2014), 22388.



79

Muslim-sounding first and last name, and ‘Marie’ Diouf as a 

Christian-sounding first and last name for their CV test.  As a result show 

in <Figure 22>, it turned out that Muslim candidates are 2.5 times less 

likely to receive a job interview callback than are his or her Christian 

counterparts.  This shows that French employers have prejudice against 

Muslim immigrants, thus are reluctant to hire them even at the CV 

screening stage.  That is, they prefer Christian candidates to Muslim 

candidates.  Thus, in reality, Muslim immigrants are more likely to confront 

barriers in finding job opportunities, which results in social exclusion of 

Muslim immigrants in terms of economic integration.  

② Education: The Role of Teaching Staff

Interestingly, a study by the National Scientific Research Centre 

(CNRS) conducted in 1990 showed that the second and third generation of 

immigrants, especially North African origin students, did have difficulties in 

schools because of their economic conditions.  However, they said that their 

experience of discrimination is not attributed to schooling staff.105)  In fact, 

the French school system is strongly committed to the Republican school 

model to secure equal treatment of all, thus trying to detach from ethnic, 

national, social, or cultural differences.  In this sense, the Zone d’Eduction 

Prioritaire (Zones of Priority Education, ZEP), “a program started in 1982 

that channels additional resources to schools in disadvantaged areas and 

encourages the development of new teaching project,”106) is not 

ethnicity-oriented but rather geography-oriented.  As the study implies, this 

geography-oriented approach on education had positive impacts on the school 

104) Adida, Laitin, and Valfort, “Identifying Barriers to Muslim Integration in France.” 

105) Tebbakh, “Muslims in the EU,” 36.

106) Ronald Benabou, Francis Kamarzh, and Corinne Prost, “The French Zones d’Education 
Prioritaire: Much Ado about Nothing?” Economics of Education Review 28 (2009): 1 
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life of second and third generation of immigrants particularly with Muslim 

background.  In addition, the role of teaching staff for preventing racism or 

discrimination against immigrant descendants is also proven to be crucial.   

(3) Disparity in Representative Organizations 

① Lack of Muslim Representative Organizations

As the Muslim community has evolved in France, there have been 

a series of attempts to establish Muslim organizations.  For instance, in 

1990, former Minister of Interior Pierre Joxe made an effort to unite the 

Muslim population and to create a Muslim organization which represents all 

the members of the Muslim community in France.  To this end, he 

“gathered the main Muslim organizations together within the Conseil de 

Réflexion sur l’Islam de France (Council of Reflection on Islam, CORIF), a 

consultative authority which was supposed to provide the French government 

with ideas on how to deal with Islam,”107) which was, however, 

immediately abandoned.  Then, in 1994, new Minister of Interior Charles 

Pasqua suggested to issue an official document which defines the Islamic 

religion in France.  However, the official document rather caused conflicts 

between the government and the Muslim community over the elaboration of 

the text.  Moreover, Muslim representatives seemed to have neither spiritual 

nor institutional autonomy.  In addition, more recently, the Conseil Français 

du Culte Musulman (French Council for the Muslim Faith, CFCM) was 

formed in 2002.  The creation of the CFCM dates back to 1999 when then 

Minister of Interior Jean-Pierre Chevènement “prepared an inventory of all 

organizations responsible for the Islamic faith.”108)  Against this backdrop, 

107) Tebbakh, “Muslims in the EU,” 77.

108) Fides, The French Council of Muslim Faith (CFCM), 
http://www.fides.org/en/news/pdf/2763 (accessed November 2, 2014).



81

the CFCM was elaborated by Chevènement and concluded by Nicolas 

Sarkozy, which is consisted of a national council and regional councils.  

However, the CFCM has faced challenges from internal divisions and 

external attacks.  It is responsible for facilitating the Muslim community to 

harmoniously integrate into the secular French Republican state, while, at the 

same time, has to consider the demands of its electorate.109)

Therefore, it can be concluded that the Muslim organizations in 

French society have relatively failed to unite all the Muslim members, thus 

are ineffective in representing and managing interests of the Muslim 

community in France.  The lack of a Muslim representative authority in 

France is attributed to the following reasons: “First, the French State still 

has a paternalistic attitude towards the Muslim population inherited from the 

colonial period.  The second explanation insists on the diversity of the 

Muslim structures and the lack of coordination between them.”110)  In this 

sense, it is important for French Muslim immigrants to develop a 

representative organization which can effectively speak for the voice of the 

Muslim community within French society, thus can contribute to dealing 

with social exclusion of Muslim immigrants in collaboration with the French 

government and other minority groups.  

② Active Israel Lobby in France

As it is well known, the Israel lobby is an active and influential 

interest group in the U.S. with wielding extensive influence on 

policy-making procedure in Washington.  Compared to the representative 

organizations of French Muslim immigrants, the Israel lobby or the Zionist 

lobby is highly active in European countries including France.  In 2007, 

109) Tebbakh, “Muslims in the EU,” 78.

110) Tebbakh, “Muslims in the EU,” 78.



82

French daily Le Monde published an article that described the Israel Lobby 

in France as “a non-transparent and deceitful group.”

The history of the Israel lobby in France goes back to the 

aftermath of the Second World War.  Due to the heavy losses during the 

War, there existed “the groundwork for the presence of affluent Jews in 

different economic, social, judicial, cultural, religious, and political arenas of 

the country.”111)  

Currently, there are reportedly more than 100 Jewish organizations 

and social groups in France including the Conseil Représentatif des 

Institutions Juives de France (Representative Council of French Jewish 

Institutions, CRIF), the Union des Étudiants Juifs de France (French Union 

of Jewish Students, UEJF), and the Service de Protection de la Communauté 

Juive (Protection Service of Jewish Community, SPCJ).  In particular, the 

CRIF is active in pursuing the interests of Israel and Jewish immigrants 

inside France.  It exerts extensive influence in almost all corners of French 

society including economic, financial, political, and legal bodies.

In specific, the Israel lobby in France is thought to be influential in 

the following sections: First, media and their affiliate companies.  Second, 

political parties who receive campaign funding and media sponsorship from 

the Israel lobby.  Third, oil and arms companies.112)  For instance, the 

CRIF arguably owns a number of powerful institutions such as newspaper, 

magazines, TV networks, and even satellite service providers, not to mention 

a lot of lucrative businesses and financial institutions in France.113) 

111) Tahmineh Bakhtiari, “French Starting to See Zionist Lobby Pull: Analyst,” Press TV, 
November 12, 2013, 
http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/11/334228/french-starting-to-see-zionist-lobby-pull/ 
(accessed October 29, 2014).

112) Bakhtiari, “French Starting to See Zionist Lobby Pull.”

113) Ibid.
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In addition, there are several Jewish representative organizations 

which are designed to protect Jewish immigrants from discrimination or 

physical attacks within French society such as the SOS Racisme (French 

anti-racist NGO), the Avocats Sans Frontières France (Lawyers Without 

Borders France, ASF), and the Anti-Defamation League in France (ADL).  

The role of these institutions are especially important against the backdrop 

of the sharp rise in anti-Semitism in France.  For example, the 

Anti-Defamation League was established to stop the defamation of the 

Jewish people by fighting all forms of anti-Semitism and defending ideals 

and rights of the Jews. 

Under these circumstances, French political parties are competitive 

to receive funds from the affluent Israel lobbying groups especially during 

the election campaigns, and politicians also reveal their favorable attitudes 

towards Jewish immigrants regardless of their political orientation by making 

positive remarks on Israel or the Jewish community in public.  For instance, 

it was reported that about 112 French lawmakers, both rightist and leftist, 

gathered together to oppose Palestine’s application for full UN membership 

by holding a festival in support of Israel in 2012.  Even the Socialist party, 

which is a left-wing party in France, is said to have the closest relationship 

with Tel Aviv.  Moreover, there are a myriad of renowned and influential 

political figures or celebrities within French society.  For example, former 

French President Sarkozy himself has a part of Jewish origin and 

Dominique Strauss-Kahn, former French Minister of Finance and President 

of the International Monetary Fund (IMF), is a Jewish descent.  In this 

way, therefore, it is well institutionalized for Jewish immigrants in France to 

represent their economic and political interests and to protect their rights 

with the effective mechanisms to tackle discrimination and anti-Semitism 

against the Jewish community in France. 
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(4) Relationship between Host and Sending Countries

① Relationship between France and the Maghreb Countries 

It is also meaningful to look into the relationship between France 

and its former colonies which can affect the attitudes of the French 

government or the French people towards Muslim immigrants mostly from 

African countries including the Maghreb and Sub-saharan countries.  

Although the direct rule of African colonies by France was officially ended 

in the early 1960s and more than 50 years have been passed after the 

independence of former colonies, France still exert influence and pressure 

over its former colonies, and is involved in economic, political, security, and 

cultural connections with them.  The terminology Francafrique, which refers 

to “a dense network of political ties with its former colonies in Africa,”114) 

appropriately shows the continuous Franco-African relationship which 

perpetuates French influence especially over Sub-saharan African countries 

since the 1960s.  For instance, Ali Ben Bongo, the son of President Omar 

Bongo who was Africa’s longest-serving leader, succeeded his father after 

Omar Bongo passed away in 2009.  However, the French government was 

criticized for being engaged in the Gabonese Presidential election in 2009 

by allowing Ali Ben Bongo to defraud the electorate.  In addition, despite 

official policies of the French government to reform the Franco-African 

relationship and a series of open summitry to discuss the issue, personal 

relationships and political networks remain still strong and important.  In 

particular, the presence of French troops in former African countries and 

their dependence on the security intervention of France allowed a continuous 

or even enhanced influence of France in its former possessions.  In this 

114) Audie Comish, “France’s Hole on Fromer African Colonies Important to Its Sense of 
Self,” NPR, January 17, 2013, 
http://www.npr.org/2013/01/17/169644084/frances-hold-on-former-african-colonies-important-to-
its-sense-of-self (accessed Novmber 5, 2014).
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sense, it is argued that “decolonization did not mark an end, but rather a 

restructuring of the imperial relationship.”115)  

This is because it is still integral for France to hold on these 

former colonies for its economy, trade, and political patronage.  That is, 

France imports a large portion of raw materials and resources from African 

countries although the links are becoming less significant.  Rather, Africa is 

still an important market for French export and investment.  For instance, in 

2013, France was South Africa’s 9th largest importer and 16th export 

destination.  France imports raw materials such as coal and steel from South 

Africa, and the number of French companies operating in South Africa has 

gradually increased over recent years to 300 French companies with about 

30,000 employees.116)  Moreover, maintaining influence over its former 

possessions is also crucial for France for its sense of self and global 

ambitions. 

Therefore, although French President François Hollande pledged to 

reform the relationship with its former colonies in Africa by “promising to 

bring a moral dimension to French foreign policy which would mark a 

significant change from the deal-making pragmatism of Nicolas Sarkozy’s 

patchy engagement with Africa,”117) paternalistic attitudes towards the 

African countries and their migrants into France are likely to be remained. 

115) Chafer cited in Charbonneau 2008, 281p. Charbonneau, B. 2008 Dreams of Empire: 
France, Europe, and the New Interventionism in Africa. Modern & Contemporary France, 
16(3), pp. 279-295

116) France, Ministère des Affaires Étrangères et du Développement International, Economic 
Relations between South Africa and France, 
http://www.ambafrance-rsa.org/Economic-relations-between-South (accessed November 5, 
2014).

117) “What will François Hollande Mean for Africa?” BBC News, May 9, 2012, 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-17994290 (accessed November 5, 2014). 



86

② Relationship between France and Israel 

France and Israel have maintained a relatively closer political and 

military relationship since the Israeli Declaration of Independence in 1948.  

However, the French-Israeli relationship has fluctuated in accordance with 

the political orientation of the French government and especially with its 

stance on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, the crisis in Lebanon, or Iran’s 

nuclear project.118)  For instance, under the Mitterrand administration, 

French-Israeli relations significantly improved as former President François 

Mitterrand made the first official visit to Israel for the first time as a 

French President.  However, during the Second Intifada, the second 

Palestinian uprising against the Israeli occupation from 2000 to 2005, then 

President Jacques Chirac supported Yasser Arafat, chairman of the Palestine 

Liberation Organization (PLO), which aggravated the French-Israeli 

relationship.  In fact, the Second Intifada had a strong impact on France.  

Even the French people were against Israel and anti-Semitism had sharply 

increased in France during the Second Intifada.  Then, the Sarkozy 

administration at first tried to tighten French-Israeli strategic relations.  In 

this sense, Sarkozy, who has a part of Jewish origin, often made favorable 

remarks and gestures of friendship towards Israel.  He even made an 

unprecedented speech at the CRIF’s annual dinner promising “to boost the 

France-Israel relationship and play a major role in Israeli-Palestinian 

peacemaking.”119)  However, later at the G-20 Summit held in Cannes, 

France, it was reported that Sarkozy called Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu as a liar in a private conversation with U.S. President Barack 

Obama.120)  Now, although the Socialist Parity itself is in favor of Israel 

118) Tsilla Hershco, “Sarkozy’s Presidency,” BESA Perspective Papers, no.46 (2008).

119) Devorah Lauter, “New Era for France-Israel Ties?” JTA, February 14, 2008, 
http://www.jta.org/2008/02/14/news-opinion/israel-middle-east/new-era-for-france-israel-ties 
(accessed November 6, 2014).
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and the Jewish community, Hollande is expected to balance in various 

issues regarding the French-Israeli relationship. 

Interestingly, there are several surveys that show opinions and 

attitudes of the French people toward Israel.  According to <Figure 23>, 

anti-sentiment against Israel has increased by 4 per cent in 2012 compared 

to 2009.  However, it is still lower than anti-Israel sentiment in the U.K. or 

Spain.  In addition, according to <Figure 24>, less than 50 per cent of the 

French respondents thought that Jews are more loyal to Israel than to 

France.  However, the figure is lowest among ten European countries 

including Spain and Italy.   

<Figure 23> Anti-Israel sentiment in France (2009, 2012)121)

120) Isabel Kershner, “In Overheard Comments, Sarkozy Calls Netanyahu a ‘Liar,’” 
International New York Times, November 8, 2011, 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/11/09/world/middleeast/in-overheard-comments-nicolas-sarkozy-c
alls-benjamin-netanyahu-a-liar.html?_r=0 (accessed November 6, 2014)
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<Figure 24> Jews are more loyal to Israel than to this country (2012)122)

In addition, there are two interesting findings through public 

opinion.  <Figure 25> is based on the question whether the Israeli-Arab 

conflict has impact on the feeling of safety.  The result shows that 73 per 

cent of the French respondents feel that their safety is threatened by the 

Israeli-Arab conflict, which is the highest percentage of among European 

countries.  However, at the same time, the percentage of the French 

respondents who think that their opinions on Jews are influenced by the 

actions taken by the state of Israel was 12 per cent in 2012 (Figure 26).  

121) Anti-Defamation League, Attitudes towards Jews in Ten European Countries, (New 
York: ADL, 2012), 27.

122) Anti-Defamation League, Attitudes towards Jews, 5.
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What is impressive is that this figure is absolutely lowest compared to other 

European countries.  Therefore, it can be concluded that although the French 

people are affected by the Arab-Israel conflict, it does not influence their 

opinions on Jewish immigrants in France. 

<Figure 25> The Israeli-Arab conflict’s impact on feeling of safety (2013)123)

123) FRA – European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights, Discrimination and Hate 
Crime against Jews, 38.
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<Figure 26> Is your opinion of Jews influenced by the actions taken by the State of Israel 

(2012)124)

7.3 Anti-Semitism of Muslims in France as Effects

However, interestingly, France is witnessing both the rise of 

Islamophobia and anti-Semitism.  What attracts our attention is that an 

increasing number of anti-Semitic threats or attacks are committed not 

only by French natives but also by other immigrant groups such as 

Muslims.  In the past, the immigration issue was largely about conflicts 

between immigrants and non-immigrants.  For example, the 2005 French 

Riots were initiated by the second and third generation of black African 

124) Anti-Defamation League, Attitudes towards Jews, 28. 
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immigrants against French mainstream society for being discriminated and 

excluded.  However, French Muslims are now targeting Jews to express 

their sense of loss and anger.  According to the report on anti-Semitism 

from 2002 to 2003 published by the EUMC, “anti-Semitic violence was 

most prevalent in 2002, which constituted 62 per cent of all incidents 

regarding racism, xenophobia, and anti-Semitism.”125)  Among anti-Semitic 

manifestations including violent threats, attacks, hate speech, and graffiti 

occurred in 2002, listed on the 2003 report of the CNCDH, some of the 

cases are committed by people of North African origin.  For example, on 

1 April, 2002, a member of the Jewish community wearing a kippa was 

violently attacked by two North African youngsters.  Also three young 

Jewish women were attacked on April 12, 2002, and three young Jews 

were insulted and attacked on May 12 in which both cases were reported 

to be committed by people allegedly of North African origin.  There 

were also two incidents which brought a huge shock in the Jewish 

community in Europe.  In March 2012, there was a gun shot at a 

Jewish school in Toulouse, France, which victimized three students and 

one teacher.  The perpetrator was identified as a young French of 

Algerian descent, who arguable attacked the Jewish school because the 

Jews kill Muslim brothers and sisters in Palestine.  Two years later, there 

was a shooting at the Jewish Museum in Brussels in May, 2014, killing 

three people.  It turned out that the suspect was a ‘jihadist,’ who “spent 

more than a year with a radical Islamist group in Syria.”126)  More 

125) European Monitoring Centre on Racisme and Xenophobia, Manifestations of 
Antisemitism, 97.

126) John Lichfield and Lizzie Dearden, “Brussels Jewish Museum attack: Jihadist arrested in 
Marseille claimed responsibility for shooting on video' says investigators,” The 
Independent, 1 June, 2014, 
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/brussels-jewish-museum-attack-man-arrested-i
n-marseille-in-connection-with-shooting-of-four-people-9467318.html (accessed November 15, 
2014). 
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recently, after the terrorist attack against Charlie Hebdo’s office, there 

was another assault on a Paris Jewish supermarket in January 2015.  It 

turned out that four hostages shot by a Muslim terrorist were all Jewish.  

These gun attacks in France and other countries had a huge impact in 

the Jewish community in France in that the attack directly targeted 

Jewish people and institutes. 

In addition, according to a study by the Stanford University on 

anti-Semitism of the French Muslims in prisons, “male French citizens of 

North African descent who mostly live in the poor suburbs, more or less 

segregated within these banlieues from the rest of the society,”127) have 

emerged as new types of actors of anti-Semitism in France.  According 

to the study, most of the inmates of Maghrebi origin in French prisons 

hold anti-Semitic attitudes.  To explain the tendency, the study points out 

that first, Muslims view the Jew as “someone who is economically and 

culturally integrated into the French society, whereas the Arabs do not 

benefit from the same privileges.”128)  Second, the Jew is also seen as 

“someone who holds to his religion and culture and in spite of that, is 

being looked at as French, whereas the Arabs are rejected due to their 

religion and their culture.”129)  This shows that French Muslims have a 

deep feeling of stigmatization and a sense of loss or inferiority against 

Jews due to their religion.  This finding is also confirmed by another 

opinion survey.  According to the survey by the Sofres Institute in 2002, 

an average 32 per cent of the youth of North African origin responded 

that Jews have too much influence in the economic and political fields 

and in the media.130)  This percentage is higher than that of the general 

127) Farhad Khosrokhavar, “Anti-Semitism of the Muslims in France: The Case of the 
Prisoners,” http://stanford.edu/dept/france-stanford/Conferences/Islam/Khosrokhavar.pdf, 1. 

128) Khosrokhavar, “Anti-Semitism of the Muslims in France,” 1. 

129) Ibid., 1.
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youngsters in France, which is approximately 20 per cent.  Nevertheless, 

the Sofres Institute’s study concludes that the youth of Maghrebi origin 

are, in fact, much more intolerant of anti-Semitism than the average. 

However, the reality is quite the opposite to the Institute’s 

conclusion.  According to a recent survey in November 2014, it turned 

out that the majority of Muslims in France are anti-Semitic. (Table 16)  

The percentage of general Muslim respondents who think that the Jews 

have too much power in the economic and financial field, the media, and 

the politics was more than a double of the percentage of general French 

population who think that French Jews are controlling nation’s economy, 

finance, media, and politics.  Although there are some arguments that 

these affirmations are merely confirming the existing prejudice towards 

the Jews in general, it is still meaningful to see that the majority of 

Muslim immigrants are now holding these anti-Semitic thoughts.  

<Table 16> Do you agree or disagree with the following affirmations (2014)131)

130) European Monitoring Centre on Racisme and Xenophobia, Manifestations of 
Antisemitism, 105.

131) Foundation pour L’Innoavtion Politique, L’Antisémitisme dans l’Opinion Publique 
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As the number of anti-Semitic violence particularly by Muslims 

immigrants rapidly increases, French Jews are more and more feeling 

unsafe and threatened in French society.  Against this backdrop, a 

growing number of Jews are deciding to abandon France or actually 

leaving France for Israel especially after the gun attack in Brussels in 

2014.  It is estimated that “as many as 5,000 Jews could leave France 

this year.”132)  This massive exodus of French Jews to Israel shows that 

the threat to Jews has become ‘unbearable’ and French society is 

becoming ‘sick’ due to escalating tensions between French Muslims and 

Jews.  The situation is even worse as France is tilting to the right.  For 

instance, the Front National, which is an anti-immigration party in 

France, triumphed in the European Parliament elections and won two 

seats in the French Senate for the first time in 2014.  In addition, the 

expansion of new Islamic fundamentalist groups also affects the 

increasing violence of Muslims against Jews.  Therefore, it is highly 

likely that France will face difficulties in integrating French society 

owing to the widening disparity between French Muslims and Jews and 

the following conflicts between them, which are fueled by the nation’s 

shift to the right and the expansion of violent and aggressive Islamic 

terrorist groups.  In addition, rises in anti-Semitism in modern France is 

also linked to the intensifying Israeli-Palestinian conflict

Française (2014): 26.

132) Dale Hurd, “French Exodus: When Jews Flee, a Nation is Sick,” CBN News, July 28, 
2 0 1 4 , 
http://www.cbn.com/cbnnews/world/2014/July/French-Exodus-When-Jews-Flee-a-Nation-is-Sick-
/ (accessed November 16, 2014).
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8. Conclusion

8.1 Increasing Challenges for Social Integration in France

In conclusion, the thesis tried to answer the research question: what 

are the causes and effects of the disparity among immigrant groups in 

terms of social exclusion especially between French Muslims and Jews.  

To answer the question, the thesis studied the disparity in social 

exclusion between Muslim and Jewish immigrants in France by 

comparing the degree of social exclusion of the each immigrant group 

with using the two criteria: education and employment.  As a result, it 

has proven that French Muslims are more likely to be excluded in terms 

of educational and occupational attainment compared to French Jews.  

For instance, the majority of Muslim immigrants only received a primary 

school education or even had no diploma, whereas the majority of Jewish 

immigrants received the higher level of education.  In addition, the 

unemployment rate of Muslims was, in general, higher than that of Jews 

in France.  Also, while many of Muslim immigrant workers were 

unskilled workers, Jewish immigrants were constituting the middle class 

of French society by working for higher occupations such as managers, 

intellectual profession, or senior executives.  In this way, French Muslims 

had limited access to opportunities for better education and jobs, while 

their Jewish counterparts were relatively privileged in receiving better 

schooling and finding better jobs.  Given that the level of education and 

employment are co-related along with income status, affecting the degree 

of social integration of immigrants into the host society, it can be 

concluded that Muslim immigrants were rejected or failed to successfully 

integrated into French society, while Jewish immigrants were welcomed 

or succeeded in integrating into the French mainstream from 

socioeconomic perspectives.  In this respect, it can be said that French 
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Muslims are ‘excluded majority’ while French Jews are ‘privileged 

minority’133) in the community of immigrant groups in France.  

The reasons of such disparity in social exclusion between French 

Muslim and Jews are attributed to several causes.  First, the French 

government has intended, not officially but implicitly, to exclude Muslim 

immigrants by implementing selective immigration and integration policies.  

In order to control the number of influx of Muslim immigrants, the 

French government encouraged immigration of high-skilled workers, 

restricted family unification, and made it difficult to achieve residence 

permit.  In addition, in terms of integration policies, the French 

government prohibited wearing a hijab in schools, which primarily targets 

female Muslim schoolgirls.  Second, it turned out that French people also 

contribute to a widening disparity between Muslim and Jewish immigrants 

in France.  For example, while screening CVs to hire employees, French 

companies preferred, ceteris paribus, Christian candidates to Muslim 

candidates.  Third, the Muslim community in France has a weaker 

representative organization while the Jewish community such as the CRIF 

is well united and active in promoting the interests of Jews and 

defending their rights.  Thus, French Muslims lack an effective channel 

to better communicate with the French government as well as other 

ethno-religious groups on behalf of the Muslim community as a whole.  

Lastly, the relationship between sending countries and the host country 

also affects the disparity of the two immigrant groups.  French people 

tend to think that the Maghreb and Sub-Saharan countries are still 

inferior to France since they were French former colonies.  In contrast, 

Paris and Tel Aviv have so far built relatively favorable relations.  Thus, 

French people have more favorable opinions towards Jews than Muslims. 

133) Dahn Park, France Gonghwagukkwa Ibangindeul [The Republic of France and Strangers] 
(Seoul: Sogang University Press, 2013), 250.
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However, as the disparity between French Muslims and Jews 

widens, an increasing number of anti-Semitic violence are committed by 

Muslim immigrants against their Jewish counterparts.  It is because they 

are frustrated by a sense of loss or inferiority due to limited access to 

socioeconomic opportunities in France compared to French Jews.  Thus, 

the pattern of immigration-related conflicts are shifting from the conflicts 

between immigrants and non-immigrants to the conflicts between various 

immigrant groups especially between Muslims and Jews.  In this sense, 

the disparity between Muslim and Jewish immigrants is making the 

immigration issue more complicated.  In addition, given that France is 

tilting to the right, it will be more difficult for the France Republic to 

address social exclusion of immigrants and achieve social integration.

8.2 Suggestions for Social Integration in France

Therefore, to settle the social exclusion of immigrants and build 

social integration in France, this thesis suggests three approaches.  First, 

the French government should make active efforts at the macro level to 

secure equal opportunities to all different groups of immigrants when 

devising immigration and integration policies.  In fact, the government 

legislated and implemented anti-discrimination laws and policies and 

established governmental organization in charge of anti-discrimination.  

However, the state lacked efforts to identify the disparity between 

Muslim and Jewish immigrants and to involve in the issue.  The 

government even preferred Jews to Muslims due to the power and wealth 

of the Jewish community.  Thus, the government is required to serve as 

an impartial and balanced arbiter not only between immigrants and 

non-immigrants but also between Muslims and Jews.   Second, French 

society should also take more responsibilities at the micro level on 
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eliminating discrimination and social exclusion of a daily life which 

immigrants go through in having education or finding a job.  Third, the 

Muslim community should build more united and coherent representative 

organizations which can effectively represent interests and protect rights 

of French Muslims from Islamophobia.  In doing so, more active 

interactions and communications are needed between the French 

government and the Muslim community as well as between Muslim and 

Jewish representative organizations.  Therefore, if all these mechanisms 

effectively work together at different levels of society, France will 

become more stable and tolerant with regards to the immigration issue. 

<Figure 27> Active Interactions between the Government, Society, and Immigrant Groups 
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국문초록

프랑스 이민자 집단 간 사회적 

배제: 무슬림과 유대인 간 불균등

전현지

국제학과 국제협력전공

서울대학교 국제대학원

 본 논문은 프랑스 내 이민자 집단 중 무슬림과 유대인이 직면하

고 있는 사회적 배제와 그 불균등의 원인을 살펴보고, 이러한 불

균등이 프랑스 사회에 미치는 영향에 대해서 알아보고 있다. 1789
년 프랑스 대혁명 이후, 대혁명의 정신으로써 ‘자유, 평등, 박애’는 

프랑스 공화주의를 대표하는 이념이자 가치였다. 그러나 평등을 

강조하는 프랑스 공화주의는 오늘날 오히려 프랑스 내 이민자들의 

불균등한 사회적 배제를 야기하고 있다.
 프랑스는 유럽 내 대표적인 이민국가로서 길고 풍부한 이민역사

를 자랑한다. 특히 프랑스에는 유럽 국가들 중 가장 많은 무슬림 

이민자들이 거주하고 있으며, 그들 중 대부분은 북아프리카의 마

그레브 국가들 (알제리, 튀니지, 모로코) 출신이다. 그러나 프랑스 

무슬림들은 프랑스 사회 내에서 사회·경제적으로 배제되어 왔다. 
특히 그들은 더 나은 교육과 고용의 기회로부터 배제되어왔다. 게

다가 프랑스 정부는 이슬람의 종교적 상징물인 히잡을 공공장소에 

착용하는 것을 법으로 금지하고 있다. 이러한 프랑스 무슬림 이민
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자들에 대한 차별과 배제는 프랑스 내 유대인들과 비교했을 때 더

욱 분명하게 드러난다. 무슬림 이민자 집단과 비교했을 때 그 규

모는 훨씬 작지만, 프랑스에는 유럽 내 가장 큰 유대인 이민자 집

단이 형성되어 있다. 그러나 이들 유대인들은 무슬림과 비교했을 

때 교육과 고용의 측면에서 더 많은 기회와 혜택을 누리고 있으

며, 상대적으로 프랑스 사회 내에 성공적으로 통합되어있다. 
 프랑스 내 소수 이민자 집단으로 무슬림과 유대인 모두 프랑스 

사회 내에서 각각 이슬라모포비아 (이슬람 혐오) 및 반유대주에 직

면해 있다. 그러나 흥미롭게도 무슬림에 의해 자행되는 반유대주

의 폭력이 점차 증가하고 있는 것으로 나타났다. 더욱이 2015년 

프랑스 시사풍자 주간지 ‘샤를리 엡도’에 대한 테러를 통해 확인되

었듯, 이슬람 극단주의자들과 연계되어 프랑스 내 무슬림 집단의 

불만과 분노가 점차 폭력적인 형태로 표출되고 있다. 이러한 상황

에서 프랑스 사회 내 이민자들에 대한 반감이 더욱 확산되며 빠르

게 우경화되어 가고 있다. 이러한 추세가 지속된다면 프랑스 사회

의 통합은 점차 요원해질 것으로 보인다.
 따라서 본 논문은 먼저 프랑스 내 무슬림과 유대인 집단 간 불균

등한 사회적 배제를 교육 및 고용의 기회 측면에서 살펴볼 것이

다. 그리고 두 이민 집단 간 사회·경제적 불균등의 원인을 살펴본 

후, 그러한 차별이 프랑스 사회에 미치는 영향으로서 무슬림에 의

한 반유대주의 폭력이 증가하고 있는 현상에 주목할 것이다.

주요어: 이민자, 사회적 배제, 프랑스, 무슬림, 유대인, 프랑스 공화주의
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