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perceptions), ©AlA= HIE €A AR <UF(corruption as

shadow politics) = HE= ZHo] 1A o]t}
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Abstract

The Study on perception of

gray corruption

Jin Ryu
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Some are of the opinion that the history of corruption has
coexisted with the history of the human race. Indeed, corruption is a
social 1ssue that has unceasingly occurred since humans formed
collective societies and began to lead communal lives. Because the
history of corruption is so long, concepts and people’s perception of
corruption have been diverse according to the historical and social
contexts. Representative studies on corruption understand it through
its classification into black corruption, gray corruption, and white
corruption. In other words, perception of corruption (that is, whether
an act constitutes serious corruption) can differ according to time and

space.
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In particular, from the perspective of insiders, cases of gray
corruption are not acts of corruption but are merely customs that
have existed from the past. However, they are often perceived as
acts of corruption from the perspective of outsiders or when
publicized through media coverage. While numerous studies have
analyzed the types and causes of corruption through theoretical
research and surveys, none has analyzed the types of people’s
perception of gray corruption. The present study therefore explored
people’s perception of gray corruption by using the Q methodology.
As for the field of research, bribes to school teachers were selected
as they are the type of gray corruption most accessible to citizens.
This 1s because while all actors involved are punished through
relevant laws in the case of corruption in other areas, only teachers
are punished and in the case of bribes to teachers in educational
corruption, which occur secretly and frequently due to the misdirected

zeal of South Korean parents.

From the results of the present study, five types of attitudes
toward gray corruption at school were derived. Respondents of type
1, or “external social critique,” distrusted the government, preferred
justice, and took a strict attitude toward corruption. Respondents of
type 2, or “internal social critique,” saw corruption as harming justice
in society and the nation and distrusted the government, as did type
1. However, respondents of this type saw Inexpensive gifts as
unproblematic and the dismissal of teachers as excessive.

Respondents of type 3, or “strict ethicism,” viewed the building of
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students’ character as the purpose of education. In addition, they had
a tendency to judge corruption more strictly than did other types and
answered that they would not commit corruption even if it could lead
their children to be favored by teachers. Respondents of type 4, or
“strict legalism,” thought that corruption must be eradicated through
legal and institutional punishments. Though they supported the
punishment of dismissal in the case of corruption for teachers’ private
interest, they tended not to see fundraising for common interest as
corruption, unlike type 3. Respondents of type 5, or “conscientious
realism,” were not macroscopic, as were other types, and judged
corruption from a microscopic perspective based on actual situations.
They agreed that corruption would exist as long as human
selfishness did and exhibited a generous attitude toward corruption
involving small amounts. Nevertheless, it was possible to deduce
these respondents’ conscientiousness from the answer that they would

not commit acts of corruption for their children’s benefit.

It was possible to derive four implications from the present
study. First, perception of corruption can differ for each person.
Second, judgment of actual acts of corruption can differ considerably
according to one's perception of corruption. In particular, it was
possible to derive a tendency not to consider an act as corruption
when it was not for private interest, the amount was small, there
was no Interest involved, and gifts rather than cash were involved.
Third, judgment of corruption can differ according to whether one is

an insider or an outsider. Fourth, it is necessary to take into earnest
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consideration that there are diverse opinions regarding the judgment

of actual corruption.

keywords : gray corruption, perception of corruption,
judgment of corruption, Q methodology,
institutional punishment The Study on perception of

gray corruption

Student Number : 2012-21986
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