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Abstract

The Relationship Between
Educational Welfare Expenditure

and FEducational Performance

— Focusing on Students’ Achievement in
National-Public Elementary Schools

Shin, Ka Young

The Graduate School of Public Administration
Master of Public Policy

Seoul National University

Educational welfare service is in a growing trend, as educational welfare
has been the center of attention in South Korean politics for the past
few years. The expansion of universal welfare service — under two
major projects called ‘Free school lunch plan (moosang—gupsik)’ and
‘noori—gwajung — raises concerns on the possibility of reduction in the
aid for disadvantaged students, and weakening the soundness of
education finance. Therefore, the major issue of the education welfare
policy is on how to secure the budget for educational welfare project
and improve the efficiency on allocation of education resources.

The purpose of this study is to examine whether expenditure on

educational welfare has influence on students’ achievement by verifying



the correlation between educational welfare expenditure on school level
and the results from national test for students’ achievement. The
research questions are as follows: Does universal and selective
educational welfare expenditure has impact on students’ achievement?
And if so, does the correlation between educational welfare expenditure
and students’ achievement vary by region type?

Using data provided by ‘Edudata’ from the Ministry of Education on
educational statistics, school information, and budget and accounts on
school level, multiple regression analysis between educational expenditure
and students’ achievement has been processed on 3939 individual public
elementary schools. The result of this study may provides a guidance on
what type of educational welfare service to implement to design a more

efficient and effective policy under such budget constraints.

keywords : educational welfare, universal welfare expenditure,
selective welfare expenditure, students’ achievement
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