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<ABSTRACT>

A Semantics of Korean Adverb class of 'Imi' and 'Acik’

Park, Hyeseung
Department of Korean Language and Literature

Seoul National University

The purpose of this research paper is mainly to explain the meaning of 'Imi'
and 'Acik’ Korean adverbs, and secondly discuss about 'Pelsse’, 'Cincak' and
'Yeoceoni', 'Yetay' which are synonym group of 'Imi', and 'Acik’.

This study is focused on the synonym group of 'Imi' and 'Acik'. There are
many studies which have been researched about individual synonym adverbs of
Tmi' and 'Acik', but it is difficult to find studies about their synonym group.
For that reason, I have sorted out the synonyms of 'Imi' and 'Acik' and called
it the class of 'Imi', and the class of 'Acik'.

In regard to the 'time' study in linguistics, it has been researched on that
there are two categories in tense and aspect according to their grammatical and
semantic meaning. The study of time adverb also have been studied in the
same categories, which are tense—related and aspect—related categories.

Based on the semantic and functional standards, the class of 'Imi' has been
known as 'perfect aspectual adverbs'. On the other hand, the class of 'Acik' has
been referred to 'imperfect aspectual adverbs'. However, the difference meaning
of each adverb has been only mentioned in to their aspectual meaning in

several previous studies. Therefore, through this study it has been found that
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there were several adverbs, which have been called as 'aspectual adverbs', it
also has another meaning, which are related to 'modality’.

Thus, this study aims to clarify our understanding of the meaning for 'Imi'
and 'Acik' that functions not only as aspectual verbs but also modal—related
adverbs.

In this paper, it has been confirmed that the adverb class of 'Imi' and 'Acik’,
could be explained as 'emotional modality' was known as subcategories of
modality.

The class of 'Imi', which has the same aspectual meaning as 'perfect', has a
standard that is called as 'event ended point'. However, each adverb has a
different modal—related meaning.

'Imi' takes a neutral attitude in regard to the event end point. On the other
hand, 'Pelsse' takes a surprising statement for the event end point. However,
'Cincak' takes regrets in regard to the event came too late.

Meanwhile, the class of 'Acik' has 'imperfect' aspectual meaning. They are
focused on the 'event continuity'. 'Acik' takes a neutral attitude in regard to
continue the event. In Contrast to 'Acik', 'Yeoceoni', takes expectations and
hope to the event. on the other hand, 'Yetay' takes negative reactions and
resentment in continuation of the event.

The meaning of adverbs are various and changeable. In order to clarify the
meaning of each adverb in the future, the meaning of class of 'Imi' and 'Acik'
should be considered not only for aspectual meaning but also for emotional

modal—related meaning.

Key Words: adverb, aspect, modality, time adverb, aspectual adverb, emotional

modality, evaluative modality,

Student Number: 2014—20079
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