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Transhumanism and the Biopolitics of Human Enhancement | SHIN Sangkyu
Several criticisms have been raised against human enhancement. A central dividing line
in current human enhancement debate has been drawn between transhumanists and bio-
conservatives. The main focus of the debate has been whether there is any principled reason
to ban human enhancement. In this paper, I claim that we need to change the focus of
debate by considering biopolitical factors more seriously. The more important question in
human enhancement debate should be how can we regulate and control developments and
applications of human enhancement technologies in a democratic way for the purpose of
promoting social equality and human values, rather than the current focus on whether we
should pursue or ban enhancement technologies. Thus, I propose that human enhancement
debate needs to be reconfigured between libertarian transhumanists and techno-progressives,
so that the problems of social justice and inequality get their more deserving considerations.
And by taking the side of techno-progressives, I will discern two senses within the concept of
autonomy and reevaluate the relation between autonomy and social justice.

« Keywords: transhumanism, biopolitics, autonomy, social justice

“Shinbutsu-animism” and Transhumanism: The Game of Kami and Hotoke

| PARK Kyu Tae

The purpose of this essay is to closely examine how had the Japanese concepts of Kami(ii)) and
Hotoke(f}};), which have originated from Shinto and Buddhism respectively and are often said
to be animistic, influenced greatly on the culture of Japanese technology. Thus, I pay special
attention to the relationship between transhumanism and religion, which are deeply associated
with “religious transhumanism” among the various types of transhumanism. In so doing,
I will present the notion of “shinbutsu(iifff;)-animism” by applying the stream of thinking
from neo-animism to techno-animism to the case of technological Japan after taking into
careful considerations for diverse discourses related to the compatibility of transhumanism
and religion. Furthermore, those concepts of Kami and Hotoke will be analyzed from the
perspective of “shinbutsu-animism.” Finally, I will reconsider how technological Japan is related
to religion by focusing on several keywords such as game-mind, trans-spirituality, hybrid, and
mono-no-aware.

« Keywords: transhumanism, religion, neo-animism, techno-animism, shinbutsu-animism,

kami, hotoke
Posthuman Imagination in Japanese Science Fiction | SHIN Ha-kyoung

Science fictions in Japan introduce the development of various sciences, such as information

and communication technology, neuroscience, cognitive science, computer-neural networking,
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