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Abstract

The objective of this research is to find out factors that may affect the

housework participation and childcare involvement of Korean fathers.

Using 2014 Time Use Data by Statistics Korea, factors related to three

mainstream theories, namely time availability perspective, relative

resource perspective and gender ideology perspective were selected.

The effects of these factors on Korean fathers’ domestic involvement

were tested through regression tests. The results are as follow.

First of all, it is found that time availability factors still remain powerful

on affecting Korean fathers on both housework participation and

childcare involvement.

Second, it is found that relative resource perspective is relatively weak

among Korean fathers. Consistent to previous researches, education



level difference within a couple is irrelevant to fathers’ household

participation.

Third, it is newly discovered that gender ideology has significant effect

on Korean fathers’ domestic involvements. Moreover, it is surprising

that wives' progressive sex-role attitude has significant but negative

effect on fathers’ household participation if the fathers are of traditional

attitude. Whether this trend will continue and the reasons behind

require more qualitative and quantitative research to discover.

Keywords

Time Use Data, Korean, Childcare, Housework, Father, Time availability,

Relative resources, Gender ideology
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Table 1. Composition of Childcare work and housework

Composition of Childcare and Housework

Childcare | Pre-school 1. physical care
children 2. reading books, helping with study
3. playing
4. nursing
5. other
Elementary/midd | 1. bathing, helping with going to school
le/high  school | 2. helping with school assignment and study
children 3. visiting school for counseling and school
activities
4. nursing
5. other
Housework [ Cooking preparing meals and tidying, washing dishes,
cooking dessert, etc
Tidying tidying, arranging in order, other
Laundry laundry, ironing, sewing, knitting, etc
Maintenance plumbing, mending, washing car, related services,
direct house care
Managing household managing, banking, etc
Other other
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Table 2. Basic information of variables

Variables Number(%)
total number of couples 9292
husband’s average housework involvement 11.9%(19.2)
husband’s average childcare involvement 21.8%(27.7)
husband'’s average paid work time (mins) 3845
wife’s average paid work time (mins) 171.3

relative income

wife more (%) 626(6.74%)
same (%) 726(7.81%)
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husband more (%)

7940(85.5%)

relative education level

wife higher (%) 1260(13.6%)

same (%) 5542(59.6%)

husband higher (%) 2490(26.8%)
relative age

wife older (%) 944(10.2%)

same (%)

1088(11.7%)

husband older (%)

7260(78.1%)

relative occupation status
wife higher (%) 856(9.2%)
same (%) 7140(76.8%)
husband higher (%) 1296(13.95%)
sex role attitude husband’s wife's
very agree (%) 840(9%) 356(3.8%)
agree (%) 3754(40.4%) 2158(23.2%)
disagree (%) 3712(40%) 4254(45.8%)
very disagree (%) 985(10.6%) 2524(27.2%)
total number of family member
3 3442(37%)
4 4580(49.3%)
5 1036(11.2%)
6 212(2.3%)
7 22(0.2%)
youngest child
0~6 years old 3100(33.4%)
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Table 3. Korean husbands’ average housework participation by different factors

Paid-work time gap

housework participation by paid work time(%)

sd
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mpaid-fpaid>=2hrs 34.39034 30.10714
1.5hrs<=mpaid-fpaid<2hrs [19.87148 24.82279
lhr<=mpaid-fpaid<1.5hrs |19.03056 27.34743
30mins<=mpaid-fpaid<lhr |16.62501 24.48976
gap smaller than 30 mins  [18.38163 19.63654
30mins<=fpaid-mpaid<lhr [14.0006 20.33701
lhr<=fpaid-mpaid<l1.5hrs |12.3273 17.41341
1.5hrs<=fpaid-mpaid<2hrs [9.411033 14.43163
fpaid-mpaid>=2hrs 4.77674 10.90845
relative income housework participation by income gap (%) sd

wife more income 23.28582 28.26497
same income 16.43789 22.49534
husband more income 10.57123 17.55368
Relative education housework participation by education level(%) |sd

wife higher education 11.68237 19.33076
same education 11.80106 18.96407
husband higher education |12.12754 19.57268
relative occupation status |housework participation by workplace status(%) |sd

wife higher status 15.89092 22.35439
same status 11.68771 19.15646
husband higher status 10.24679 16.5113
Sex-role pairing housework participation by gender ideology(%) |sd
Traditional couple 10.02561 17.61294
Husband traditional 9.773385 16.80336
Progressive couple 13.95552 20.86859
Husband progressive 13.2649 20.61405
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Graph 1. Korean husbands’ average housework participation by paid work time

housework participation by paid work time(%)
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Graph 3. Korean husbands’ average housework participation by education level

housework participation by education level(%)
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Graph 4. Korean husbands’ average housework participation by workplace status

housework participation by workplace status(%)
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Graph 5. Korean husbands’ average housework participation by gender ideology

pairing
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4.1.2.7tMeE FHOO Ciet < HEM

Table 4. Regression on Korean husbands’ housework participation by different

factors
Model 1 Model 2 Model3  Model 4
Father’s paid-work time -0.034*** -0.033***
(0.001) (0.001)
Mother’s paid-work time 0.027*** 0.025***
(0.001) (0.001)
Wife earns more 6.723*** 2.850%**
(1.024) (0.929)
Husband earns more -4.882*** -1.849%%*
(0.74) (0.672)
Wife of higher education 0.046 0.296
(0.588) (0.531)
Husband of higher education 0.794* 0.657
(0.45) (0.406)
Wife of higher occupation status 2.905%** 1.9071%***
(0.712) (0.643)
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Husband of higher occupation status -0.327 0.013
(0.573) (0.517)
Progressive couple 3.845***  1.886***
(0.558) (0.501)
Only husband is traditional -0.368 -0.677
(0.58) (0.518)
Only husband is progressive 2.810%**  2,334%***
(0.805) (0.72)
Number of family member -0.391 -0.418 -0.596**  -0.313
(0.247) (0.273) (0.275) (0.247)
Youngest child 7~12 -1.752*%**  .1.782*%** .2 022*** -1,617***
(0.529) (0.583) (0.588) (0.527)
Youngest child 13~18 -4.243*** .4 411*** -4.880*** -3,955%**
(0.589) (0.647) (0.652) (0.588)
Youngest child 19+ -1.670** -2.106*** -2,733*** .1.306*
(0.723) (0.797) (0.8) (0.723)
Saturday 1.336*** 6.249***  6,283***  1.482%**
(0.5) (0.498) (0.503) (0.498)
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Sunday -0.293 7.200%**  7.374***  _0.182

(0.554) (0.498) (0.503) (0.551)
Urban resident 0.549 -0.129 0.081 0.493
(0.519) (0.574) (0.578) (0.518)
Dual-earner -2.573***  1.460%** 2.237*** .3,016%**
(0.454) (0.42) (0.407) (0.469)
Father’s age 0.021 0.149** 0.183***  0.018
(0.056) (0.062) (0.063) (0.056)
Mother’s age -0.107* -0.025 0.003 -0.111*
(0.06) (0.066) (0.067) (0.06)
_cons 27.750%**  9.341*** 1.855 27.852%**
(1.579) (1.866) (1.703) (1.825)

*p<0.1, **p<0.05, ***p<0.01
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Table 5. Korean husbands’ average childcare participation by different factors

Paid-work time gap childcare participation by paid work time(%) sd

mpaid-fpaid>=2hrs 52.32776 39.79302
1.5hrs<=mpaid-fpaid<2hrs 50.98604 37.64518
lhr<=mpaid-fpaid<l.5hrs 34.0265 34.45257
30mins<=mpaid-fpaid<lhr 45.35743 35.49302
gap smaller than 30 mins 36.05762 30.43135
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30mins<=fpaid-mpaid<lhr 35.61118 29.37925
lhr<=fpaid-mpaid<1.5hrs 28.48085 30.48963
1.5hrs<=fpaid-mpaid<2hrs 24.19995 26.60025
fpaid-mpaid>=2hrs 11.93691 18.70531
Relative income childcare participation by income gap(%) sd

wife more 32.15783 35.52436
same 31.00065 33.60614
husband more 20.45823 26.47327
Relative education childcare participation by education(%) sd

wife higher level 20.7995 27.27837
same level 22.51398 28.33538
husband higher level 20.72316 26.70956
Relative occupation childcare participation by occupation(%) sd

wife higher status 26.64621 31.40815
same status 21.09875 27.30748
husband higher status 21.34061 26.77525
Sex-role pairing childcare participation by ideology(%o) sd

Traditional couple 19.47047 26.33304
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Husband traditional 18.88347 25.71338

Progressive couple 23.54456 28.52009

Husband progressive 28.70496 32.35947

4.2.1.1.AZF Nk 2+H

Graph 6. Korean husbands’ average childcare participation by paid-work time

childcare participation by paid work time(%)
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Graph 10. Korean husbands’ average childcare participation by sex-role pairing

childcare participation by sex-role pairing(%)
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Table 6. Regression on Korean husbands’ housework participation by different

factors
Model1l  Model2 Model 3 Model 4
Father’s paid-work time -0.042%** -0.042%**
(0.002) (0.002)
Mother’s paid-work time 0.035%** 0.034***
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(0.003) (0.003)
Wife earns more -0.017 -2.903
(2.479) (2.302)
Husband earns more -7.966*** -4.432%**
(1.727) (1.614)
Wife of higher education -1.627 -1.620
(1.161) (1.078)
Husband of higher education -0.960 -1.109
(0.991) (0.923)
Wife of higher occupation status 1.091 -0.346
(1.468) (1.365)
Husband of higher occupation status 2.154* 1.707
(1.134) (1.053)
Progressive couple 1.995 -0.103
(1.254) (1.171)
Only husband is traditional -1.885 -2.466%*
(1.29) (1.199)
Only husband is progressive 7.019%** 5 332%**
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(1.856) (1.726)
Number of family member -0.978* -1.377*%*  -1.436*** -0.979*
(0.506)  (0.545)  (0.544) (0.505)
Youngest child 7~12 -2.096**  -2,738**  -2.880*** -1.991**
(1) (1.074)  (1.077) (1.001)
Youngest child 13~18 -11.988 -9.890 -9.589 -12.496
(17.282) (18.575) (18.599)  (17.238)
Youngest child 19+ -6.187 -13.417* -12.918* -6.068
(6.74) (7.243) (7.24) (6.722)
Saturday 4.088*** 12.395*** 12.304*** 4.028%**
(1.18) (1.09) (1.09) (1.177)
Sunday 5.635%**  17.875*** 17.664*** 5,632***
(1.308) (1.09) (1.09) (1.306)
Urban resident -1.737 -2.782**  -2.451**  -1.990*
(1.137)  (1.224) (1.222) (1.135)
Dual-earner 0.257 6.941***  8,130***  0.198
(1.038) (0.954) (0.87) (1.09)
Father’s age -0.048 0.105 0.093 -0.057
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(0.12) (0.129)  (0.129)

(0.12)

Mother’s age 0.094 0.231* 0.265* 0.082
(0.129) (0.139) (0.139) (0.129)

_cons 36.959*** 15.787*** 6.665* 42.785%**
(3.298) (3.793) (3.4) (3.908)

*p<0.1, **p<0.05, ***p<0.01
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