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The Peace Theory of Jeon Bong-jun

Park, Maeng Soo (Wonkwang University)

Abstract

This article contemplates the pacifist thought of Jeon Bong-jun (1855-
1895), leader of the Donghak Peasant Revolution, as expressed through his
statements and actions during the revolution, and has four main arguments.
First, Jeon Bong-jun’s peace theory which he sought to realize is contained
in the phrase “Boguganmin’(promote national interests and provide for the
welfare of the people) which he expounded in the Mujang Declaration
issued on March 20, 1894, Boguganminwas the manifestation of a peace
idea that promoted livelihood, occupational, and personal security for the
subjects of Korea who were bemoaning the corruption of the royal Joseon
rule, Second, Jeon Bong-jun proclaimed and enacted a four-point code of
conduct for the Donghak Peasant Army which contained twelve orders, and
the goal of this code was to ensure that no life was taken regardless of the
circumstances, This shows the appreciation for the sanctity of life in Jeon
Bong-jun’s peace thought, Third, Jeon Bong-jun had consistently called for
“renewing the path of politics” from before the Donghak Peasant Revolution
during the Gyojosinwon Movement, Jeon Bong-jun’s consistent argument for
“renewing the path of politics” was to realize a political peace, Finally, Jeon
Bong-jun stated that the Second Donghak Peasant Revolution was started to
demand that Japan obey the laws of all nations which it had been breaking,

This proves that Jeon Bong-jun sought to realize world peace based on
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international law,

Key words: Jeon Bong-jun, Boguganmin, sanctity of life, political reform,

law of all nations,

et 2(Park, Maeng Soo)
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