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Kim Dae-Jung’s Peace and Unification Thought

: Democracy * Korean Unification Model - Creative Optimism

Kim, Hak Jae (Seoul National University)

Abstract

Kim Dae-jung is the only president who found his own theory about the
unification of Korea, He also holds a different position than other politicians
because he was a politician with the most cosmopolitan and global network
in contemporary times, This article is an attempt to analyze and assess Kim
Dae-jung’s thought on Peace and Unification which he constantly tried
to realize over the lifetime, The core values of his thoughts are, first, a
democracy, the domestic political foundation of his theory of unification
and peace, Democracy was a Grundnorm(Basic norm) all other ideas and
policies for him, Second, he developed a Korean style model of unification,
created by international senses and comparisons, To him, the unification of
the Korean Peninsula had to be different from the unification of Germany,
Vietnam, policies of North Korea and the South Korean authoritarian
governments, The third is a creative optimism that created his own
institutional design of ‘state union’, He had a fierceness and optimism to
challenge any difficulties he faces in the future, Kim Dae-jung represents
South Korea's historical experiences which is difficult to be repeated again.
In this regard, he left the biggest blueprint of the future of peace and

unification of the Korean peninsula,
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