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Effects of Inter-Korean Events on the Conception of Unification

Kim, Philo (Seoul National University)

Abstract

Members in South Korean society acquire attitudes, consciousness, and
images of unification when encountering inter-Korean incidents and events
such as nuclear test and missile launch attempted by North Korea, or
inter-Korean agreements and family reunions performed by both Koreas,
This paper examines the effects and strength of inter-Korean events over the
past decade on the perceptions of unification, security anxiety and North
Korea policy, Overall, the provocation of North Korea has the effect of
raising the security anxiety by 15 ~ 20%, its effect decreases with the
passage of time, and it is analyzed that the effect is not exercised if similar
events are repeated, On the other hand, inter-Korean joint events such as
the inter-Korean summit and cooperation events have the effect of reducing
the security anxiety of the people to a similar extent, Event effects also
appear differentiated in generations, political beliefs, and regions. In the last
10 years, as the big events of North Korea continued, the convergence
phenomenon narrowed the gap between generation, political beliefs, and
regional unity, Unlike the effects of inter-Korean relations on security
anxiety, the effect of changing the perception of the unification itself is
limited, The reason seems that unlike the security anxiety which is

unilaterally influenced by the incident of inter-Korean events, the will to
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solve security anxiety is working in order to strengthen the need for

unification,

Key words: Event Effect, Security Anxiety, Conception of Unification, Inter-

Korean Event, North Korean Provocation Event, Inter-Korean Cooperation

Event,

¥ 2 (Kim, Philo)
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