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Kéa Kannon and Religious Nationalism in Contemporary Japan | LEE Se Yun
Recently there have been a lot of discourses about religious nationalism in Japan. It is not
surprising that such point of view is linked to interest in the Nippon Kaigi, which works
largely on the basis of new religion organizations. This paper examines an aspect of religious
nationalism through Koa Kannon. Koa Kannon, made in 1940 by Matsui Iwane, is a Buddhist
statue to pray for Japanese and Chinese soldiers. Kéa Kannon, which had not been shown for
a long time since 1945, was rediscovered during the era of neo-nationalism. “The Society to
Protect the Kéa Kannon(SPK)”, established 1994, played a decisive role in the maintenance
and management of the Koa Kannon. Members of the SPK generally took the attitude of
denying Matsui’s Pan-Asianism, but that did not mean the denial of Japan’s great tradition
of enemy warrior memorial service. They also commemorated enemy warriors at the Yasukuni
Shrine. It was possible under the background of the reduction of space for discourses on
nationalism, the rise of neo-nationalism, and the mechanism of spotlighting living and
ignoring the dead. It is necessary to combine the rituals for war dead with anti-war peace
movements, in order for the enemy warrior memorial service of contemporary Japan to move
beyond the realm of nationalism to the horizon of transnational solidarity.

« Keywords: Kéa Kannon, Onshinbyédé, nationalism, peace

ARTICLES

Women of the Colony, Housewives of the Empire, and Mothers of the
Militant Nation: Gender Discourses of the Japanese Settler Community of
Colonial Korea | KWEON Sug-In

This study is an endeavor to analyze dominant gender discourses among the Japanese settler
community of colonial Korea. For this purpose, articles and essays of the magazine Chosin
kongnon (FNHELSER) were reviewed. The first phase, from the first issue of April 1913 to the
late-1910s, is characterized by concerns over Japanese women’s moral degeneration and
women’s sexual laxity on one hand, and promotion of exemplary female roles as good wives
and housekeepers, on the other. In effect, writings about women that appeared on the pages
of Chosonkongnon in the 1910s can be interpreted as early efforts of the Japanese community
to discipline growing numbers of new group of women in colonial Korea. The second phase
is from 1920 to the beginning of the 1930s. The Japanese community of colonial Korea in
this period stood between a stage of stability following the earlier phase of turmoil and the
dawn of the wartime era. Throughout the 1920s, the pages of Chosonkongnon exhibited an
overall indifference to women’s issues, combined with considerably conservative attitudes
toward women. The third phase started around 1933 and is demarcated rather clearly by the
prevailing influences of a deepening war in the wake of the Manchurian Incident in 1931.
In this situation, writings urged women to be awaken to “the state of affairs” and encouraged

their dedications to the nation, in particular, through their motherly roles.
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