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Abstract

Positionality and Historical
Cognition of Children in

Japanese Multicultural Family

Rosa Jang
History Education Major,
Department of Social Education

Seoul National University

“Multi-culture” is not unfamiliar concept to public as Korean
society enters into multicultural society with globalization. Now
students having difference cultural backgrounds spend time together
in school and existence of ‘difference’ and ‘gap’ provides an
opportunity to experience value of diversity and equality. However,
students do not communicate well each other distinguishing
themselves from those having different skin colors and languages.
Teachers often express their difficulty in how to react toward
students with various sociocultural backgrounds.

In history class, children in multicultural family are confused about
their identity beyond intellectual conflict when experiencing clash

between 'official history’ taught in school and their sociocultural
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backgrounds. Especially, confusion of those who have Japanese father
or mother 1is even increased due to complex interaction of
multicultural background and historical conflict between Korea and
Japan. Sociocultural position of learners, even including general
students, affects cognitive assumptions for reading history. Therefore,
in order to explore historical recognition of students, ’positionality’,
sociocultural backgrounds or situation, has to be understood.

This paper i1s a qualitative study about what forms of historical
recognition sociocultural positionality is expressed in, by conducting
survey with selection type questions, after-survey interviews and
in—depth interviews with seven children from Japanese multicultural
families. The main discussion points are "what the factors are that
affect the positionality of children in Japanese multicultural families
when it operates as the basis of history recognition”, "In what shape
the characteristics of historical recognition are expressed” and "what
implications the features of their historical recognition have toward
their history study”.

Limited to the children in the Japanese multicultural families joined
this study, key questions to answer by this study about historical
cognition from their sociocultural positionality can be summarized as
follows:

First, as what factors do sociocultural positionality affect to the
way in which children in Japanese multicultural families read and
recognize history? The social and cultural context surrounding the
children of Japanese multicultural families is difficult for teachers in
school to deal with, and as a result, acts as a concealment or
stigmatization factor depending on the student’s adaptation to school
life. Also, in addition to formal education courses such as history

class in school, family history and cultural contexts also influenced
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the formation of historical recognition, playing a role in the
positionality of participants. These overlapping factors suggest that
positionality is based on multifaceted historical perception in terms of
concealment, separation, manifestation, and hybridity.

Second, do the understanding of the constructive nature of
historical knowledge and the viewpoint of historical narrative relate to
the sociocultural backgrounds of participants? Students understood
history in the context of social, cultural and historical backgrounds.
Especially, participants learned the subjectivity of history in the
process of relativizing their sociocultural positionality rather than
reading history based on the conceptual understanding of historical
narratives. Through this relativistic historical awareness, the hybrid
identity was confirmed to affirm all of the sociocultural backgrounds.

Third, in the context of cognitive conflict related to Korea—Japan
relations, what are the characteristics of historical perceptions of the
participants against general students, and what are the similarities
and differences between them? The two groups have chosen 'history
class and history textbook’ as a strong source of historical
knowledge. Also, history classroom can be confirmed as a formalized
place that students acquire history knowledge. On the other hand, the
questions showed the largest gaps were ’'the colonized ages’ or
'Dokdo issue’ shared as an official history. While general students
chose these in relation to the perception of Japan, only one of
participants did so. Even the one participant who chose "the colonized
ages” told during an interview that it was a self-regulated answer by
censoring himself in the views of general students around him.
Through this, it can be confirmed that the sociocultural positionality
of participants is acting as a cognitive assumption in history learning.

Lastly, the multifaceted historical recognition of participants
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suggests that a history classroom in multicultural environments
should be a space for learning Korean history with diverse students
having different language, color, and cultural aims. Therefore, it is
necessary to study history based on contents related to cultural
diversity such as migration and exchange. Also, before learning
historical knowledge, the attitude of ’tolerance’, the mindset of history
learning that can understand and respect others’ viewpoints and
opinions should be premised. The history classroom is the best place
to execute this process. Teachers need to guide all students to
acknowledge that their historical views are not absolute through
'distance-keeping’ to their sociocultural positionality based on
tolerance, and to construct pluralistic historical views that questions
single historical narratives by looking back historical recognition
projected to their own positionality.

'Distance—keeping with tolerance to positionality of learners’
proposed from this study will help students in multicultural
environments grow as members of society build community, better
understanding, admitting and respecting themselves and others. Also,
the students can move forward self-examined historical recognition
toward future by reviewing their own historical view as main agents
of historical recognition, not staying in the past or the present. This
paper 1s expected to provide the basis of history education in
multicultural ages by taking the aforementioned approach, not
following existing teaching process of additive approach to simply

focus on cultural diversity.
keywords : Multiculture, Positionality, Reflective historical

cognition, Tollerance, Distance-keeping, Case study
Student Number . 2014-20919
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