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A Study of System and Practices of Pension for People
of Merit in North Korea

Min, Ki-Chae (Korea National University of Transportation)
Cho, Sung-Eun (Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs)

Han, Kyoung-Hun (Social Welfare Research Center, Seoul National University)

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyze the pension for people of merit
based on the North Korean original data(laws and dictionaries) and to
analyze the level of consensus between the system and actual situation by
analyzing the actual condition of the beneficiary through interviews with
North Korean defectors, In addition, through the analysis of the system and
actual situation, it is aimed to understand whether the pension for people of
merit is an independent pension system or an additional benefit system in
the integrated pension system, The main research method of this study is the
qualitative interview about North Korean refugees who have experienced the
North Korean legislation related to the pension for people of merit from 1946
to 2016 and the analysis of the original document, The results of this study
are as follows, First, as a result of the analysis of the level of agreement
between the system and actual situation, in the case of perfect agreement,
anyone who is a citizen can become eligible subject to merit pension
according to the meritorious year, the same age as the old-age pension,
pension level linked with merit, higher pay levels than ordinary workers, an

integrated financial system and an integrated delivery system, In the case of
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partial agreement, the pension for people of merit and the survivors’ pension
for people of merit are identified in the type of benefit, but the disability
pension for people of merit is not confirmed, Second, the pension for people
of merit is not an independent special pension system, Since the financing
and delivery system is integrated into the existing pension system, it can be
interpreted as a special cash benefit to provide additional benefits within an
integrated system, Through this study, it is expected that the integrated
pension system after unification will guarantee social security rights and
property rights of the elderly in North Korea, and will minimize unnecessary
administrative judgments and administrative litigation, and will be alleviate

social costs using this basic data,

Key words: unification, North Korea, old age pension, old age income security,

North Korean refugees
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