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Abstract

A Comparative Analysis on the Environmental and Social

Safeguard Policies of the Multilateral Development Banks

- Based on the Sustainable Development Goals -

Min Ji Sohn

Environmental Management Major

Department of Environmental Planning

Graduate School of Environmental Studies

Seoul National University

Large-scale development projects are characterized to be

over US$ 1 million in the financial budget with a project

lifespan across multiple years with a complex web of

stakeholder groups and a high level of environmental and social

(E&S) impacts and risks. Due to the dependence of the

large-scale projects on financial support from international

financial organizations such as the Multilateral Development

Banks (MDBs), large-scale projects funded by the MDBs

deeply incorporate the economic, environmental, and social

aspects: the three pillars of sustainable development.

The involvement of the MDBs in large-scale projects and

their potential to achieve sustainable development highlights the

importance of evaluating the contents of their Environmental

and Social Safeguard Policies that identify, minimize, and
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mitigate adverse E&S impacts and risks. In addition, as MDBs

emphasize the consistency of their E&S safeguard policies to

address the E&S impacts and risks while each disclosing its

original documents for the E&S safeguard policies that differ in

the thematic coverages and the depth of incorporating each

topic, a comparative analysis on the E&S safeguard policies is

needed.

In this study, focus has been made on the representation of

the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and related

themes in the documents comprising the E&S safeguard policies

of the MDBs. 9 sets of E&S safeguard policies from the 8

MDBs have been chosen as the scope of this research.

Thematic analysis and keyword consistency analysis have been

performed to analyze and to compare the depth of thematic

integration in the 9 sets of E&S safeguard policies to answer

two questions: First, How do the 9 sets of E&S safeguard

policies differ in the integration with the themes related to the

SDGs? Second, How can the gaps in the thematic integration

amongst the 9 E&S safeguard policies be closed?

The depth of the incorporation of the themes amongst the 9

set of E&S safeguard policies vary to a lesser extent under

themes such as ‘energy’, ‘climate change’, and ‘complaint and

grievance’. On the other hand, themes such as ‘disaster

management’ and ‘ecosystems services’ displayed a high

variation in the depth of the thematic integration. Furthermore,

the variation in the incorporation of a theme amongst the 9

safeguard policies also depended on the absence or the presence
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of the topic in the definition of ‘forced labor’, ‘Disability’.

Moreover, the E&S safeguard policies displayed regional

characteristics in various themes related to the SDGs. In

addition, the thematic integration among the 9 sets of safeguard

policies in this study uncovered that the recentness of the

established date of the safeguard policies did not ensure the

increase in the breadth and depth of thematic comprehension.

An interpretation of the results of the comparative analysis

focused on the two safeguard policies of the World Bank helps

identify multiple measures that can be used to enhance the

depth of thematic integration in a set of environmental and

social safeguard policies. The measures taken to strengthen

thematic incorporation include an enhancement of the thematic

integration, additional organization of a separate section

dedicated to a specific theme, including new themes, and further

establishing original definitions.

Keywords : Environmental and Social Safeguards, Safeguard

Policies, Sustainable Development Goals, Multilateral

Development Banks, Environmental and Social Standards

Student Number: 2016-24822
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I. Introduction

1. Research Background

The Multilateral Development Banks (MDBs) are recognized for its

central role to finance large-scale development projects.1) In the fiscal year

2016, the World Bank financed US$ 45.9 billion, while the Asian

Development Bank financed US$ 31.70 billion in FY 2016 (WB, 2017b. ADB,

2017). Even the New Development Bank and the Asian Infrastructure

Investment Bank newly established in 2015 financed over US$ 1.50 billion in

their first year of operations (NDB, 2017. AIIB, 2017). As large-scale

development projects often depend on the financial support from international

financial organizations, MDBs play a critical role in the actualization of such

projects.

Large-scale development projects are characterized to be over US$ 1

million in the financial budget with a project lifespan across multiple years

with a complex web of stakeholder groups (Flyvbjerg, 2014). The New

Development Bank, which was the MDB with the smallest volume of

operations in the fiscal year 2016, approved 7 projects that were all over a

volume of US$ 100 million (NDB, 2017). In addition to the financial aspects,

the large-scale projects project a high level of environmental and social

impacts and risks; large-scale projects funded by the MDBs deeply

incorporate the economic, environmental, and social aspects: the three pillars

of sustainable development (UN, 2015). Therefore, the sustainable

development has been sought upon in large-scale projects within the

international society.

Sustainable development is defined as “the development that meets the

needs of the present without compromising the ability of the future

1) Indian Law Resource Center, Multilateral Development Banks,
http://indianlaw.org/mdb
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generations to meet their own needs (WCED, 1987).” Building on the

definition of sustainable development generated by the WCED and the

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) that was previously implemented

from 2000 to 2015, the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and 169

targets came into force in January 2016 through the Transforming our

World - The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (UN, 2015).

The initiative towards achieving sustainable development in the MDBs

are presented in their financing strategies (e.g., the Green Economy

Transition approach in the European Bank for Reconstruction and

Development), participation in the SDG establishment process (e.g., the

participation of the World Bank in the formulation of the SDGs), and in

their disclosed statements.2) In 2015, the intergovernmental communique on

Financing for Development also acknowledged the role of MDBs in financing

sustainable development (ODI, 2015).

Since the 1990s, Multilateral Development Banks have been establishing

sets of environmental and social requirements to be complied by the

Borrowers in projects considered under financing (Davis Polk, 2017). The

‘environmental and social safeguard policies’ including standards and

guidelines addressing the environmental and social impacts and risks have

enhanced in its comprehensiveness over the years (Horberry, 2014). With the

new addition of the New Development Bank and the Asian Infrastructure

Investment Bank in 2016, the MDB’s measures to manage environmental and

social impacts and risks received the importance for in depth examinations

(ODI, 2016).

The MDBs closely relate their environmental and social safeguard policies

with their drive to achieving sustainable development. The World Bank

disclosed its ‘Vision for Sustainable Development’ in its Environmental and

Social Framework (WB, 2017a). In addition, the Environmental and Social

Framework of the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank explicitly states the

2) Inter-America Development Bank, Sustainability,
https://beta.iadb.org/en/about-us/sustainability-and-safeguards%2C18753.html
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AIIB’s SDG-related strategies in its E&S safeguard framework: “Integration

of Environmental and Social Sustainability - Consistent with the Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs), the Bank recognizes the need to address the

three dimensions of sustainable development - economic, social and

environmental - in a balanced and integrated manner (AIIB, 2016).”

MDBs’ involvement in large-scale projects and their potential to achieve

sustainable development further highlights the importance of evaluating the

contents of their E&S safeguard policies that identify, minimize, and mitigate

adverse environmental and social impacts and risks. In addition, the

significance of studying the contents of the environmental and social

safeguards policies of the MDBs relates to the need for a consistency of the

thematic integration amongst the comprising documents.

MDBs emphasize the consistency of their environmental and social

safeguard policies to address the environmental and social impacts and risks.

In projects that are co-financed by multiple MDBs, “a common approach for

the assessment and management of environmental and social risks and

impacts of the project (WB, 2017a)” is required to be agreed upon to use a

set of “unified safeguard documentation, consultation, and disclosure

requirements (ADB, 2009).” Such actions for consistency is further noticeable

in the MDBs’ joint initiatives such as the ‘Joint Statement by the

Multilateral Development Banks at Paris, COP21’ of which the 6 MDBs

(AfDB, ADB, EBRD, EIB, IDB, WB) acted under the common action on

international climate change issues.

As each MDB discloses its original documents for the E&S safeguard

policies that differ in the thematic coverages and the depth of incorporating

each topic, a comparative analysis on the E&S safeguard policies is called

upon. Indeed, comparative analysis highlighting the similarities and the

differences of the E&S safeguard policies of the MDBs had been delivered

in the studies by the African Development Bank (2013), Horberry (2014),

Himberg (2015), ODI (2016), Davis Polk (2017), etc.

In this study, focus has been made on the representation of the 17
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Sustainable Development Goals and related themes in the documents

comprising the environmental and social safeguard policies of the Multilateral

Development Banks. 9 E&S safeguard policies from the 8 MDBs have been

chosen as the scope of this research: The Safeguard Policies and the

Environmental and Social Framework of the World Bank, the Environment

and Social Framework of the New Development Bank, the Safeguard Policy

Statement of the Asian Development Bank, the Integrated Safeguards

System of the African Development Bank, the Environmental and Social

Framework of the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, the Environmental

and Social Policy of the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development,

the Environmental and Social Principles and Standards of the European

Investment Bank, and the safeguard documents of the Inter-American

Development Bank. Thematic analysis and keyword consistency analysis

have been performed to analyze and to compare the depth of thematic

integration in the 9 sets of environmental and social safeguard policies.

Therefore, the research questions addressed in this study are:

1. How do the 9 sets of environmental and social safeguard policies differ in

the integration with the themes related to the Sustainable Development

Goals? and,

2. How can the gaps in the thematic integration amongst the 9 sets of

environmental and social safeguard policies be closed?

The objectives of this study are:

1. to evaluate the breadth and the depth of the integration of the Sustainable

Development Goals and the related themes in each of the 9 environmental

and social safeguard policies; This will help inform the MDBs on the

incorporation of the Sustainable Development Goals in their E&S

safeguard policies and aid the policymakers in revisions of the documents

to move towards establishing a more comprehensive and inclusive E&S

safeguard framework;

2. to highlight the similarities and differences amongst the thematic coverage
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of the E&S safeguard policies. Information on different characteristics of

other E&S safeguard policies will help the MDBs develop a common

approach framework in co-financing projects. This will also help benefit

the potential Borrowers of the MDBs in designing a project that complies

with the safeguard policies to further ensure the success of the project

financing.;

3. to identify the measures taken to enhance the thematic integration by

comparing and contrasting the former and revised E&S safeguard policies

from the same MDB. This will enlighten the qualitative measures that

can be implemented in the future revision processes of the E&S safeguard

policies.

The originality of this study lies in using the Sustainable Development

Goals and their related theme as the analysis framework and in including

the two newly established MDBs (New Development Bank and Asian

Infrastructure Investment Bank) within the institutional coverage.

2. Data

The institutional scope of this study includes the Multilateral

Development Banks (MDB) under the global or regional ownership. The

World Bank (WB)3) and the New Development Bank (NDB) are the

operational global MDBs that are considered in this research. Although one

of the institutions under the World Bank Group (WBG) and a regional MDB

itself, the International Finance Corporation (IFC) is not included in this

study as IFC’s “main financial instruments including loans, equity, and

guarantees are used to support the private sector (ODI, 2015).” Regional

MDBs that have been included in this study are Asian Development Bank

(ADB), African Development Bank (AfDB), Asian Infrastructure Investment

3) The World Bank (WB) is comprised of the International Development
Association (IDA) and the International Bank for Reconstruction and
Development (IBRD).
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Bank (AIIB), European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD),

European Investment Bank (EIB), and Inter-American Development Bank

(IDB). Although a regional MDBs, Islamic Development Bank has been

excluded from the scope of this research as IsDB has not disclosed its

environmental and social guidelines and standards.

Based on the institutional scope of 8 MDBs, all environmental and social

(E&S) safeguards documents of each MDBs have been collected.

Environmental and social safeguards document is an original document of an

MDB that stated the E&S guidelines and standards that the MDB applies on

its projects to assess, manage, and mitigate the E&S risks and issues.

Among the 8 MDBs considered in this study, the WB and IDB have

multiple E&S safeguard documents, while the other 6 MDBs have one

comprehensive document. In addition, as World Bank plans to implement the

new Environmental and Social Framework of the World Bank Group in

October 2018, Operational Policies and the new ESF have been included in

the scope of this study as the E&S safeguard policies of the World Bank.4)

Moreover, as the new ESF “does not replace OP/BP 4.03, Performance

Standards for Private Sector Activities; OP/BP 7.50, Projects on International

Waterways; and OP/BP 7.60, Projects in Disputed Territories (WB ESF,

2016, p. xi)”, the three operational policies from the Safeguard Policies

regime will be also considered with the ESF. Furthermore, although the

‘Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples and Strategy for Indigenous

Development (2006.07)’ is a single document within the E&S safeguard

framework of the IDB, only Part I ‘Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples’

of the document will be considered within the scope of analysis as the

‘Strategy for Indigenous Development’ is “a medium-term guidance document

that presents the vision, priorities, and lines of action for the Bank’s work

(IDB, 2006b. p.17)” and is not considered as a part of IDB’s safeguard

policies (IDB, 2010. p.7).

4) World Bank, Environmental and Social Framework,
http://www.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/environmental-and-social-fr
amework
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The documents for the 9 E&S safeguard policies used as the core data

of this study are outlined in the <Table 2-1>.

MDB
Environmental and Social Safeguard Policies Documents 

(last revision date)
Reference

WB

OP 4.00 – Piloting the Use of Borrower Systems to 
Address Environmental and Social Safeguard Issues in 
Bank-Supported Projects (2013.04)

http://www.worldban
k.org

OP 4.01 – Environmental Assessment (2013.04)
OP 4.01 – Annex A. Definitions (2011.02)
OP 4.01 – Annex B. Content of an Environmental 
Assessment Report for a Category A Project (1999.01)
OP 4.01 – Annex C. Environmental Management Plan 
(1999.01)

OP 4.02 – Environmental Action Plans (2015.07)
OP 4.03 – Performance Standards for Private Sector 
Activities (2013.05)

OP 4.04 – Natural Habitats (2013.04)
OP 4.04 – Annex A. Definitions (2001.06)
OP 4.09 – Pest Management (2004.08)
OP 4.10 – Indigenous Peoples (2013.04)
OP 4.10 – Annex A. Social Assessment (2005.07)
OP 4.10 – Annex B. Indigenous Peoples Plan (2005.07)
OP 4.10 – Annex C. Indigenous Peoples Planning 
Framework (2005.07)
OP 4.11 – Physical Cultural Resources (2013.04)
OP 4.12 – Involuntary Resettlement (2013.03)
OP 4.12 – Annex A. Involuntary Resettlement Instructions 
(2011.02)

OP 4.36 – Forests (2013.04)
OP 4.36 – Annex A. Definitions (2002.11)
OP 4.37 – Safety of Dams (2013.04)
OP 7.50 – Projects on International Waterways (2012.03)

OP 7.60 – Projects in Disputed Areas (2011.06)
(Applicable from August 2018)
Environmental and Social Framework (2017)
OP 4.03 – Performance Standards for Private Sector 
Activities (2013.05)

OP 7.50 – Projects on International Waterways (2012.03)
OP 7.60 – Projects in Disputed Areas (2011.06)

NDB Environment and Social Framework (2016.03) https://www.ndb.int
ADB Safeguard Policy Statement (2009.06) https://www.adb.org

AfDB Integrated Safeguards System (2013.12) https://www.afdb.org

<Table 2-1> Environmental and Social Safeguard Policies Documents of

Multilateral Development Banks
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In addition, ‘Transforming our World – The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable

Development (UN, 2015)’ has been used as a reference corpus to compare

the environmental and social safeguard policies documents of the MDBs. The

document presents the 17 SDG goals and acts as the fundamental document

directing the sustainable development regime.

3. Methods

The contents of the safeguard policies documents have been analyzed

with two methodologies: thematic analysis and keyword consistency analysis.

As a qualitative analysis, the thematic analysis carried out straightforward

content comparison to allow sentences to be directly compared to the same

topic while minimizing the loss of contents during data processing and

analysis. Direct comparison of the contents further allows an accurate and

comprehensive identification of related topics used in the integration of a

certain topic. In addition, the thematic analysis also allows the identification

of distinctive trends and characteristics of the integration of each theme

amongst documents of the 9 safeguard policies selected for this study. Such

characteristics of the methodology correspond to the objective of this study

to examine how each set of safeguard policies incorporates each Sustainable

Development Goal. Through the keyword consistency analysis, a quantitative

data is generated to compare how closely the 9 environmental and social

MDB
Environmental and Social Safeguard Policies Documents 

(last revision date)
Reference

AIIB Environmental and Social Framework (2016.02) http://www.aiib.org
EBRD Environmental and Social Policy (2014.05) http://www.ebrd.com

EIB
Environmental and Social Principles and Standards 
(2009.02)

http://eib.org

IDB

Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy (2006.01)

https://www.iadb.org

Disaster Risk Management Policy (2007.02)
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples (2006.07)

Operational Policy on Gender Equality in Development 
(2010.11)
Involuntary Resettlement (1998.07)

Access to Information Policy (2010.04)
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safeguard policies are related to each other and to identify which set of

safeguard policies contains most similar word list to that of the SDGs. Such

data can be used as a supplementary summary result in complementary to

the extensive qualitative analysis.

1) Thematic Analysis

The contents of all 9 environmental and social safeguard policies of the 8

Multilateral Development Banks were directly compared based on the 41

themes in relation to the 17 Sustainable Development Goals as presented in

<Table 2-3>. The themes used in this study integrated the thematic

coverage used to compare the safeguard policies in the ‘Integrated Safeguard

System (AfDB, 2013)’, ‘Comparative Review of Multilateral Development

Bank Safeguard Systems (Himberg, 2015)’, and ‘Environmental & Social

Standards in Project Finance: Overview, Current State of Play (Davis Polk,

2017).’ Based on previous studies of AfDB (2013), Himberg (2015), and

Davis Polk (2017), themes were selected and categorized based on the 17

SDGs presented in the ‘Transforming our World - The 2030 Agenda for

Sustainable Development (UN, 2015)’.

Document
Author 
(Date)

Theme

Integrated 
Safeguard 
System

African 
Development 
Bank (2013)

Ÿ Environmental and social assessment (ESA)
Ÿ Involuntary resettlement
Ÿ Pollution prevention
Ÿ Biodiversity
Ÿ Community impacts
Ÿ Labour conditions
Ÿ Indigenous peoples
Ÿ Cultural heritage
Ÿ Environmental flows

Comparative 
Review of 
Multilateral 
Development 

Bank 
Safeguard 

Harvey 
Himberg 
(2015)

Ÿ Environmental and Social Assessment and 
Management

Ÿ Strategic Environmental [and Social] Assessment (SEA 
or SESA)

Ÿ Biodiversity and Natural Resources (natural habitats, 
forests, natural resource management, ecosystem 

<Table 2-2> Thematic Coverage Used in Previous Comparative Analysis
of Environmental and Social Safeguard Polices of the MDBs
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Goal Title Theme

1 No Poverty Ÿ Poverty
2 Zero Hunger Ÿ Agriculture

<Table 2-3> Comparative Themes Based on Sustainable Development

Goals

Document
Author 
(Date)

Theme

Systems

services)
Ÿ Pollution Prevention and Abatement and Resources 

Efficiency (environmental health and safety 
guidelines, chemicals management, pest management)

Ÿ Community Health, Safety and Security
Ÿ Climate Change
Ÿ Physical Cultural Resources and Heritage
Ÿ Land Acquisition, Resettlement, Compensation and 

Tenure
Ÿ Indigenous Peoples
Ÿ Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC)
Ÿ Gender
Ÿ Disability
Ÿ Core Labor Standards
Ÿ Occupational Health and Safety
Ÿ Human Rights
Ÿ List of Excluded or Prohibited Products or Activities

Environmental 
& Social 

Standards in 
Project 
Finance: 
Overview, 

Current State 
of Play

Davis Polk 
(2017)

Ÿ Date Standards First Established
Ÿ Effective Date of Current Standard
Ÿ Assessment of Environmental and Social Risks
Ÿ Biodiversity and Natural Habitats
Ÿ Community Health
Ÿ Cultural Heritage
Ÿ Disaster Management
Ÿ Gender
Ÿ Indigenous People
Ÿ Labor and Working Conditions
Ÿ Pollution
Ÿ Resettlement
Ÿ Categorization of Projects
Ÿ Complaint Mechanism
Ÿ Penalties for Violations/Disincentives
Ÿ Financial Intermediaries Standards
Ÿ Incorporate World Bank EHS Standards
Ÿ Incorporate IFC Performance Standards
Ÿ Monitor Compliance
Ÿ Requires Covenants Terms in Loan Documentation

Source: AfDB, 2013. Himberg, 2015. Polk, 2017.
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In determining the depth of integration of each theme in 9 environmental

and social safeguard policies, the presence of a separate dedicated section to

each theme were identified. In addition, the topics and aspects associated

Goal Title Theme

3
Good Health and Well-Being 
for People

Ÿ Community Health and Safety
Ÿ Reference to International Standards on 

Health and Safety
4 Quality Education Ÿ Education

5 Gender Equality Ÿ Gender

6 Clean Water and Sanitation
Ÿ Clean Water and Sanitation
Ÿ Pollution Prevention
Ÿ International Standards on Pollution

7 Affordable and Clean Energy Ÿ Energy

8
Decent Work and Economic 
Growth

Ÿ Labor and Working Conditions
Ÿ Definition of Forced Labor
Ÿ Definition of Child Labor
Ÿ Occupational Health and Safety

9
Industry, Innovation and 
Infrastructure

Ÿ Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure

10 Reduced Inequalities

Ÿ Reduced Inequalities
Ÿ Indigenous Peoples
Ÿ Identification Criteria for Indigenous Peoples
Ÿ Reference to the United Nations Declaration 

on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
Ÿ Disability
Ÿ Involuntary Resettlement
Ÿ Definition of Displaced Persons

11
Sustainable Cities and 
Communities

Ÿ Sustainable Cities and Communities
Ÿ Cultural Heritage
Ÿ Disaster Management

12
Responsible Consumption and 
Production

Ÿ Responsible Consumption and Production
Ÿ Natural Resource
Ÿ Exclusion List

13 Climate Action
Ÿ Climate Change
Ÿ Greenhouse Gas

14&15
Life Below Water & Life on 
Land

Ÿ Marine and Aquatic Life
Ÿ Terrestrial Life
Ÿ Biodiversity
Ÿ Ecosystem Services
Ÿ Definition of Various Habitats
Ÿ Mitigation Measures for Various Habitats

16
Peace, Justice and Strong 
Institutions

Ÿ Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions
Ÿ Consent
Ÿ Complaint and Grievance

17 Partnerships for the Goals Ÿ Partnership
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with each theme were analyzed. Furthermore, trends and characteristics in

how the theme was used were highlighted. The sets of safeguard policies

were also compared on the level of integration to highlight which set of

safeguard policies most or least comprehensively incorporated each theme.

2) Keyword Consistency Analysis

To prepare for the keyword consistency analysis, files of all downloaded

data were converted to text files. Revisions were made to highlight the

words within the content of the documents. All bullets, symbols, numbering,

headers, and footers were deleted. Contents irrelevant to keyword analysis,

such as webpage addresses were removed. Contents irrelevant to

environmental and social safeguard guidelines and standards, such as

acknowledgment, table of contents, and foreword, were also erased. Parts

that contain substance and are narrated using words, such as footnotes,

elaboration within figures, and references were kept.

Two classifications of characteristics were analyzed in each environmental

and social safeguard policies document: general characteristics and keyword

characteristics. For an evaluation of general characteristics, factors such as

the number of documents comprising the safeguard policies, the year that

the document was last revised, and the balance of the document(s) between

environment and social were observed. The balance between environment

and social was determined by the number of sub-sections or policies that

are focused only on environmental aspects, only on social aspects, or both

environment and social aspects.

Keyword characteristics were evaluated using a qualitative analysis

software ATLAS.ti 8. Using the revised text file version of the documents,

a word list was produced. The word list was created by ignoring case,

dropping number, and using stemmers. Using stemmer performs “the process

of reducing inflected (or sometimes derived) words to their word stem, base

or root form (Friese, 2017 p. 73).” The word list also displayed the ‘length’,

represented by the number of characters, and ‘count’, represented by the
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number that the word appears throughout the text. A list of top 30 most

frequent words was recorded and classified into four (4) categories:

bank-related, environment-related, social-related, action verbs, and general

words.

The consistency between two sets of words, or corpus, was evaluated on

the ‘Joint Frequency’ calculated using the WordList function of the

WordSmith Tools 7.0. The ‘Joint Frequency’ is measured by the number of

matching word types in two texts. The term ‘type’ is used to refer to

different words, whereas ‘token’ is used for running words: “So in This is

my book, it is interesting we have 7 tokens but only 6 different types

because is gets repeated (Scott, 2017 p. 487). Every possible pair among the

texts of the 9 safeguard policies were evaluated and ordered according to

the join frequency.

In addition, each of the 9 sets of environmental and social safeguard

policies of the MDBs was compared to the Transforming our World - The

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (UN, 2015) to calculate for join

frequency to further provide supplementary and quantitative data on the

depth of integration of the 17 SDGs and related themes within each set of

safeguard policies.
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II. Theoretical Context and Literature

Review

1. Sustainable Development

In 1972, environmental issues were globally acknowledged at the UN

Conference on the Human Environment (UNCHE) through the adaptation of

the United Nations Declaration on the Human Environment (Haque, 2000).

As the first among the 26 principles, the declaration stated that “man has

the fundamental right to freedom, equality and adequate conditions of life, in

an environment of a quality that permits a life of dignity and well-being,

and he bears a solemn responsibility to protect and improve the environment

for present and future generations (UN, 1972).”

Following the discussion at the UNCHE, the World Commission on

Environment and Development (WCED) was established in 1982 (Lélé, 1991).

Leading on the discussion of the environment for future generation, WCED

focused on the year 2000 and the time after that to seek global suggestions

to solve environmental issues. WCED formulated the definition of sustainable

development through the publication of the Brundtland Report, also known

as ‘Our Common Future’ (Daly, 1992). The Brundtland Report, which was

officially disclosed at the United Nations Conference on Environment and

Development (UNCED) in 1992, states that “sustainable development is the

development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the

ability of the future generations to meet their own needs (WCED, 1987).”

Furthermore, the three pillars of the sustainable development had been

declared as Economy, Environment, and Society (Connelly, 2007).

The efforts of the UN in proclaiming the goals to achieve sustainable

development have been continuous with the declaration of the Millennium

Development Goals (MDGs) in 2000, which was followed by the Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs) in 2015. The SDGs, with 17 goals and 169
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targets aimed to be implemented from 2016 to 2030, stands as the

international direction for the sustainable development of the modern era

(Long, 2015).

Building on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and the definition

of sustainable development generated by the WCED, the 17 Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs) came into force in January 2016 through the

Transforming our World - The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

(UN, 2015). Compared to the MDGs, SDGs were formulated to be broader in

scope and influential coverage to combat poverty and to address the

development needs at a global scale.

The 17 SDGs with 169 targets center around the three pillars of

sustainable development: economic growth, environmental protection, and

social inclusion. Therefore, the goals are centered around (i) the

acknowledgment of the strong need for the eradication of poverty, (ii)

including the issues of oceans, ecosystems, climate change, etc. (iii) while

assuring that everyone is included.

Goal Title
Number 

of Targets

1 No Poverty: “End poverty in all its forms everywhere” 7

2
Zero Hunger: “End hunger, achieve food security and improved 
nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture”

8

3
Good Health and Well-Being for People: “Ensure healthy lives and 
promote well-being for all at all ages”

13

4
Quality Education: “Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education 
and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all”

10

5
Gender Equality: “Achieve gender equality and empower all women 
and girls”

9

6
Clean Water and Sanitation: “Ensure availability and sustainable 
management of water and sanitation for all”

8

7
Affordable and Clean Energy: “Ensure access to affordable, 
reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all”

5

8
Decent Work and Economic Growth: “Promote sustained, inclusive 
and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment 
and decent work for all”

12

<Table 2-1> Sustainable Development Goals
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Although not legally binding, all governments are called upon to pursue

responsible actions for the implementation and the achievement of the 17

SDGs. The SDGs are “unique in that they call for action by all countries,

poor, rich and middle-income to promote prosperity while protecting the

planet.5)” Every country is given a primary responsibility to assess and

manage the implementation progress of the SDGs, whereas the actions of

MDGs were only intended for developing countries. Working to take a role

as “a compass for aligning countries’ plans with their global commitments6)”,

the SDGs focuses on using the government framework, including policies,

plans, and programs.

5) United Nations, The Sustainable Development Agenda,
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/development-agenda/

6) United Nations, The Sustainable Development Agenda,
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/development-agenda/

Goal Title
Number 

of Targets

9
Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure: “Build resilient 
infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and 
foster innovation”

8

10
Reduced Inequalities: “Reduce inequality within and among 
countries”

10

11
Sustainable Cities and Communities: “Make cities and human 
settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable”

10

12
Responsible Consumption and Production: “Ensure sustainable 
consumption and production patterns”

11

13
Climate Action: “Take urgent action to combat climate change and 
its impacts”

5

14
Life Below Water: “Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas 
and marine resources for sustainable development”

9

15

Life on Land: “Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of 
terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat 
desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt 
biodiversity loss”

12

16

Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions: “Promote peaceful and 
inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to 
justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive 
institutions at all levels”

12

17
Partnerships for the Goals: “Strengthen the means of 
implementation and revitalize the Global Partnership for Sustainable 
Development”

19

Source: UN (2015)
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The association of the SDGs and development projects is direct and

fundamental to the founding objectives of the 17 goals. SDGs provides

“continuing development priorities such as poverty eradication, health,

education and food security and nutrition (UN, 2015)” that aim to affect

project design and implementation processes and procedures.

2. Multilateral Development Banks

Multilateral Development Banks (MDBs) finances development projects,

provide technical assistance for those projects, and “engage in informational,

cultural and personnel exchanges with the purpose of contributing to the

achievement of environmental and social sustainability.7)” MDBs are also

defined as “institutions that provide financial support and professional advice

for economic and social development activities in developing countries.8)”

The characteristics that define Multilateral Development Banks are (ODI,

2015):

i) owned by two or more sovereigns,

ii) have developing countries as the main group of borrowers.

Under such characteristics, the World Bank (WB), which includes the

International Development Association (IDA) and the International Bank for

Reconstruction and Development (IBRD), and the New Development Bank

(NDB) belong to Global Banks providing financial services to borrowers

across several regions. As regional banks, the Asian Development Bank

(ADB) and Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) offer investment

lending services to Asia-Pacific region, while the African Development Bank

(AfDB) offers its services to Africa region. European Bank for

Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) and European Investment Bank

7) New Development Bank, Environment and Social Sustainability,
https://www.ndb.int/about-us/strategy/environmental-social-sustainability/

8) Education Commission, Glossary,
http://report.educationcommission.org/glossary/
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(EIB) render services to Europe and Central Asia, with Inter-American

Development Bank (IDB) to Latin America and Caribbean region.

Sub-regional MDBs have more specific geo-spatial scope to their services.

As per the 8 MDBs under the institutional coverage of this study, the

IBRD was first established in 1944. The IDA that is also a part of the WB

was established in 1960. The secondly established MDB, the EIB, was

established in 1958, 12 years after the IBRD. After the establishment of the

EBRD in 1991 following the end of the Soviet Union, a gap of 20 years can

be observed before the establishment of NDB and AIIB in 2015.

The World Bank has the highest number of member countries with 189

countries as members. Among the United Nations member states, only five

countries (Andorra, Cuba, Liechtenstein, Monaco, and North Korea) are not

members of the World Bank. As of 2018, there are only five member

countries (Federative Republic of Brazil, Russian Federation, Republic of

Type Acronym Name

Global 
Banks

WB
World Bank: The International Development Association (IDA) and 
the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD)

NDB New Development Bank

Regional 
Banks

ADB
Asian Development Bank, including the Asian Development Fund 
(ADF) and Ordinary Capital Resources

AfDB
African Development Bank and the African Development Fund 
(AfDF)

AIIB Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank

EBRD European Bank for Reconstruction and Development
EIB European Investment Bank

IDB Inter-American Development Bank
IsDB Islamic Development Bank

Sub-
Regional 
Banks

BOAD
Banque Ouest Africaine de Developpement/West Africa 
Development Bank

CABEI Central American Bank for Economic Integration

CAF
Development Bank of Latin America (Corporacion Andina de 
Fomento)

EADB East African Development Bank

PTA
Eastern and Southern African Trade and Development Bank, or 
the Preferential Trade Area Bank

Source: ODI (2015 p. 2)

<Table 2-2> Acronyms and Established Dates of Multilateral

Development Banks
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India, People’s Republic of China, and Republic of South Africa) of the New

Development Bank (NDB, 2017).

As per the institutional coverage of this study, all MDBs had executed

the financial support of over US$ 1 billion in 2016. When only considering

the operations in developing countries, the WB proceeded the largest volume

of operations in the 2016 fiscal year at US$ 45.9 billion, which is composed

of US$ 29.7 billion through IBRD and US$ 16.2 billion through IDA. The

EIB approved the largest volume of operations at US$ 89.31 when total

financing was considered. Two MDBs that was established latest (the NDB

and the AIIB) were disclosed to have financed the smallest volume of

operations in FY16. The total volume of approved financing in FY 2016 from

the MDBs considered in this study reached US$ 198.47 billion. The total

volume of approved operations dedicated to developing countries reached

US$ 198.47 billion. Their large volume of operations is also well incorporated

in their credit rating; all MDBs considered in this study has a triple-A

credit rating.

MDB
Total Volume of Operations (FY16)

(US$ Billion)
Established 

Date
No. of Member 

Countries

WB 45.9 (IBRD = 29.7, IDA = 16.2)
(IBRD) 1944
(IDA) 1960

189 (IDA = 75)

NDB 1.50 2015 5
ADB 31.70 1973 67

AfDB 8.04 1963 80
AIIB 1.73 2015 77

EBRD 10.99 1991 64

EIB
89.31 (only 10.13 to developing 

countries)
1958 28

IDB 9.30 1959 48
Source: WB (2017b). NDB (2017). ADB (2017). AfDB (2017). EBRD (2017). EIB (2017). IDB
(2017).

<Table 2-3> Characteristics of Multilateral Development Banks

Over the last 15 years under the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs),

the support from MDB development projects increased “from $50 billion to

$127 billion annually in grants, concessional and non-concessional loans,

risk-sharing instruments, guarantees and equity investments (WBG, 2016)”

at a global scale. After the transition into the era of SDGs, MDBs sought to



- 20 -

support partner countries in achieving the SDGs by increasing the volume of

financing (WBG, 2016).

In addition, the MDBs finance large-scale development projects that have

the potential to cause adverse environmental and social impacts. Large-scale

development projects have a financial budget of over $ 1 million, a project

timeframe over multiple years, and multiple groups of stakeholder (Flyvbjerg,

2014). Examples of large-scale development projects include the construction

of dams, power plants, roads, and airports. Such projects have a high

potential to cause adverse and irreversible environmental and social impacts

to the natural and physical environment and the communities surrounding

the project site. The impacts and risks can occur throughout the lifespan of

the project, namely stages such as project preparation,

implementation/construction, operation, and deconstruction. All projects that

were approved by the NDB in 2016 are of a volume of more than US$ 100

million (NDB, 2017).

The objectives of the MDBs center around the goal of improving

economic and social progress through supporting investments for

development and cooperating in capacity building of the shareholders9). While

MDBs offer services mostly to the public sector, the mission statements of

MDB characterizes its established goals. Sustainable development is

explicitly stated in the NDB, AfDB, CAF, and EADB.

9) European Investment Bank, Multilateral Development Banks,
http://www.eib.org/about/partners/development_banks/index.htm?f=search&me
dia=search

MDB Mandates and Mission Statements
World Bank End extreme poverty within a generation and boost shared prosperity

NDB

Mobilize resources for infrastructure and sustainable development projects 
in BRICS and other emerging economies and developing countries, 
complementing the existing efforts of multilateral and regional financial 
institutions for global growth and development

ADB Eradicate poverty in Asia Pacific

AfDB Promote sustainable economic growth and reduce poverty in Africa
AIIB Improve social and economic outcomes in Asia and beyond

<Table 2-4> Mission Statements of the Multilateral Development Banks
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Other institutions within the scope of this study also strive to achieve

sustainable development. The WB announced its direct participation in the

formulation of the SDGs and stated that the goals are “fully consistent with

the World Bank Group’s own twin goals to end poverty and build shared

prosperity in a sustainable manner.10)” The ADB recognizes that the 17

SDGs are crucial issues for Asia and Pacific and fully commits the meeting

the goals through ways such as aligning ADB strategies with the SDGs,

linking ADB operations to the 2030 Agenda, and working in partnership with

other international organizations.11) In the second meeting of the Board of

Governors of the AIIB, the president Jin Liqun “stressed the Bank’s role

in...implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.12)” The

10) World Bank, Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and The 2030 Agenda,
http://www.worldbank.org/en/programs/sdgs-2030-agenda#2

11) Asian Development Bank, ADB and the Sustainable Development Goals,
https://www.adb.org/site/sdg/main

12) International Institute for Sustainable Development, AIIB to Step up
Support for Renewable Energy, Sustainable Infrastructure Development,
http://sdg.iisd.org/news/aiib-to-step-up-support-for-renewable-energy-sustai

MDB Mandates and Mission Statements

EBRD

Foster the transition towards open market-oriented economies and private 
and entrepreneurial initiatives in central and eastern European countries 
committed to the principles of multiparty democracy, pluralism and market 
economics

EIB
Contribute to the development of the internal market of the European 
Union

IDB
Promote the economic and social development of the developing member 
states, individually and collectively

IsDB
Foster economic development and social progress in member countries and 
Muslim communities, individually as well as jointly, in accordance with the 
principles of the Shari'ah

BOAD
Promote economic development in member states and economic integration 
across West Africa

CABEI
Promote economic integration and balanced economic and social 
development in member states

CAF Promote sustainable development and regional integration
EADB Promote sustainable socio-economic development in East Africa

PTA
Finance and foster trade, socio-economic development and regional 
economic integration across member states

Source: ODI (2015 p. 5). NDB (2015 p. 1). Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, Introduction,
https://www.aiib.org/en/about-aiib/index.html
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EBRD also openly states that “environmentally sound and sustainable

development is central to the EBRD’s mandate.13)” In addition, the EIB also

discloses its commitment to sustainable development: “We are firmly

committed to sustainable development, which is anchored in our strategy and

remains the foundation of our business model.14)” Furthermore, the IDB

“continues to encourage gender equality and diversity in all its operations, in

line with its own institutional strategy and the UN Sustainable Development

Goals.15)”

Multiple practices and initiatives are led by the MDBs to achieve

sustainable development with a focus on delivering environmental and social

sustainability. In 2015, the EBRD launched the Green Economy Transition

(GET) approach the environmental benefits that the institution funds. The

GET approach achieved to commit US$ 31.22 billion in 1,503 projects since

2006 with the aim to “increase the volume of green financing from an

average of 24 percent of EBRD annual business investment in the 10 years

up to 2016 to 40 percent by 2020.16)” Similarly, the IDB integrate sustainable

development in its practices such as “protecting and investing in [the]

natural and social resources, responding to the challenges of climate change,

promoting sustainable infrastructure solutions, and ensuring social inclusion

and accountability.17)” The MDBs role in financing sustainable development

was also emphasized by the 2015 intergovernmental communique on

Financing for Development (ODI, 2015).

In the context of achieving sustainable development, the MDBs have been

nable-infrastructure-development/
13) European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, Environmental and
Social Sustainability, https://www.ebrd.com/our-sustainability-approach.html

14) European Investment Bank, Sustainable Throughout,
http://www.eib.org/about/cr/index.htm

15) Inter-American Development Bank, IDB issues 2016 Sustainability Report,
https://www.iadb.org/en/news/news-releases/2017-04-01/idb-publishes-2016-
sustainability-report%2C11757.html

16) European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, Green Economy
Transition, https://www.ebrd.com/what-we-do/get.html

17) Inter-American Development Bank, Sustainability,
https://beta.iadb.org/en/about-us/sustainability-and-safeguards%2C18753.html
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imposing environmental and social requirements on borrowers since the

1990s (Davis Polk, 2017). The environmental and social requirements consist

of guidelines and standards, presented in documents often referred to as the

E&S safeguard policies. The WB discloses its Vision for Sustainable

Development through its ESF (WB, 2017a), while the EIB uses the

safeguard policies “to prevent or minimise any adverse impacts, and where

opportunities to improve the project’s efficiency and benefits for the wider

community and the future generations are maximised.18)” Other MDBs under

the institutional scope of this study also integrates the achievement of

sustainable development in their environmental and social safeguard policies.

The environmental and social safeguard policies of the MDBs have been

established since the 1990s, its first leader as the WB.

18) European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, Environmental and
Social Sustainability, https://www.ebrd.com/our-sustainability-approach.html

MDB
First Established 
Date of E&S 
Standard

Current Environmental and Social Safeguard 
Policies

Effective 
Date of 
Current 
Standard

World 
Bank

1990s
Safeguard Policies (SP) 2016

Environmental and Social Framework (ESF) 2018
NDB 2016 Environment and Social Framework (ESF) 2016

ADB
Mid 1990s – 
early 2000s

Safeguard Policy Statement (SPS) 2009

AfDB Mid 1990s Integrated Safeguards System (ISS) 2013

AIIB 2016 Environmental and Social Framework (ESF) 2016
EBRD 1991 Environmental and Social Policy (ESP) 2014

EIB 1996
Environmental and Social Principles and 
Standards (ESPS)

2009

IDB Mid 1990s

Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy 
(ESCP)
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples 
(OPIP)
Operational Policy on Gender Equality in 
Development (OPGED)
Involuntary Resettlement (IR)
Disaster Risk Management Policy (DRMP)
Access to Information Policy (AIP)

2016

Source: Davis Polk (2017). edited by the author.

<Table 2-5> Environmental and Social Safeguard Policies Documents of

Multilateral Development Banks
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3. Environmental and Social Safeguards

To ensure sustainable development, each MDB has developed a set of

original environmental and social safeguard policies documents that “outlines

how the Bank will address the environmental and social impacts of its

projects19).” The environmental and social safeguard guidelines and standards

of each MDBs serves to implement a process “to identify project impacts

and assess their significance; examine alternatives; and prepare, implement,

and monitor environmental management plans20)” involved in a development

project or program. Prior to the approval for financial support from an MDB,

an Environmental and Social Due Diligence process is applied to a project

under consideration by the environmental and social specialists of the MDB.

For the due diligence process, MDBs necessitate the borrowers, or the

clients, to submit environmental and social instruments (e.g., Environmental

and Social Impact Assessment (ESIA) report, Environmental and Social

Management Plan (ESMP), Environmental and Social Management

Framework (ESMF)) to the bank for projects with the possibility to cause

adverse environmental and social impacts. The instruments are then further

scrutinized to ensure that all assessments and mitigation measures for the

environmental and social issues comply with the environmental and social

safeguard policies of each MDB. The mitigation measures implemented to

manage E&S impacts and risks also includes changes to the original project

design, therefore allowing the environmental and social assessment and

management to play a decisive role in the project planning. Furthermore,

failure to comply with the E&S safeguards may also result in the

disapproval or withdrawal of the financial support for a project, leading to a

halt in project implementation.

19) European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, Environmental and
Social Policy, http://www.ebrd.com/environmental-and-social-policy.html

20) Asian Development Bank, Environment Safeguards,
https://www.adb.org/site/safeguards/environment
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1) World Bank (WB)

The World Bank, overarching the International Bank for Reconstruction

and Development (IBRD) and International Development Association (DIA)

with the central goal to end poverty, established the Bank Operation

Directives in 1989 with the objectives to assess and manage environmental

impacts of its lending projects (WB, 2005). The Bank Operation Directives

were further organized into the Safeguard Policies of the WB. Upon the

disclosure of its Safeguard Policies, the WB required the high-risk projects

to comply with the environmental and social standards that were further

implemented through the environmental and social due diligence process. IEG

stated that the work of environmental and social safeguards caused positive

environmental and social impacts and mitigation measures in more than 50%

of the WB-financed projects, amounting to a total of US$ 109m (IEG, 2011).

The WB continues its efforts to take safeguards actions to avoid

potential adverse impacts from affecting people and the environment through

“policies that identify, avoid, and minimize harm to people and the

environment21)” that require the borrower to acknowledge project-related

environmental and social risks in prior to the financial investment. The WB

has been using a system consisting of Safeguard Policies with a system of

addressing environmental and social risks while providing “a framework for

consultation with communities and for public disclosure22).” The project

design, preparation, construction, implementation, operation, and

deconstruction stages are considered for the evaluation of environmental and

social and issues. A transition from the mechanism of Safeguard Policies,

the World Bank approved the Environmental and Social Framework (ESF), a

new set of environmental, in August 2016. The new ESF is planned to be

21) World Bank, Environmental and Social Framework,
http://www.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/environmental-and-social-fr
amework

22) World Bank, Environmental and Social Framework,
http://www.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/environmental-and-social-fr
amework
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implemented to replace the Safeguard Policies in late 2018, after which

period the Safeguard Policies and ESF will operate in parallel for about

seven years to govern projects approved before and after the date the ESF

starts to be applied23).”

(1) Environmental and Social Safeguard Policies

Environmental and Social Safeguard Policies, or the Safeguards, help

ensure the World Bank’s efforts to protect people and the environment from

adverse impacts caused by the investment projects that are financed through

the WB. Safeguard Policies are regarded as “a cornerstone of its support to

sustainable poverty reduction24)” by the WB with the objective “to prevent

and mitigate undue harm to people and their environment in the development

process25).” While ensuring the borrower to address the possible

environmental and social risks caused by the project, the safeguards use

methods such as “conducting environmental and social impact assessments,

consulting with affected communities about potential project impacts, and

restoring the livelihoods of displaced people26)” to bring effective means to

representing the environmental and social concerns and opinions of the

community to the project design and processes.

The safeguards are comprised of 13 Operational Policies that states the

guidance and standards that receive close examination during project

preparation and approval process. These policies are planned to be replaced

by the Environmental and Social Framework (ESF) in 2018.

23) World Bank, Environmental and Social Framework,
http://www.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/environmental-and-social-fr
amework

24) World Bank, Securing the benefits of development for local communities: A
series on social safeguards for social sustainability,
https://blogs.worldbank.org/voices/securing-benefits-development-local-comm
unities

25) World Bank, Design & Implementation: Safeguards,
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/communitydrivendevelopment/brief/cdd-fid
uciary-issues

26) World Bank, Environmental and Social Framework,
http://www.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/environmental-and-social-fr
amework
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(2) Environmental and Social Framework (ESF)

Based on a 2010 report from the Independent Evaluation Group of the

World Bank Group, the WB’s Board of Executive Directors supervised

movements to: “(i) revise the existing safeguards policies to increase

coverage and harmonization across the Bank group; (ii) enhance client

capacity, responsibility and, ownership; (iii) strengthen safeguards

supervision, monitoring, evaluation to ensure rigorous implementation of our

policies; (iv) and improve accountability and grievance redress systems and

instruments27).” The World Bank describes the ESF as “the result of the

most extensive consultation the World Bank has ever had28)” actualized

through consultations in 63 countries and total of approximately 8,000

participants in three phases over four years.

After such participatory efforts, the new Environmental and Social

Framework (ESF) was approved by the WB’s Board of Executive Directors

on August 4, 2016. The new ESF will contribute to protecting people and

the environment from possible adverse environmental and social impacts

from investment project that WB finances.

Implementing a new environmental and social risk management

framework was based on objectives to respond to the updated challenges

that have arisen over time. WB acknowledged the enhancement in the

capacity of many borrowing governments in addition to the new

development demands and challenges.

The ESF addresses the construction of sustainable institutions and

capacity building for the Borrower in line with the central development goal

of the WB to strengthen the national systems of the borrowing countries. In

27) World Bank, World Bank Board Approves New Environmental and Social
Framework,
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2016/08/04/world-bank-boar
d-approves-new-environmental-and-social-framework

28) World Bank, The New Environmental and Social Framework,
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2016/08/05/the-new-environmental
-and-social-framework
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addition, the ESF precisely refers to human rights in its vision statement

and aims to make advances in areas of “transparency, non-discrimination,

social inclusion, public participation, and accountability – including expanded

roles for grievance redress mechanisms29)”. Compared to the Safeguards

Policies, ESF has a strengthened social risk management strategies.

The ESF is comprised of the WB’s vision for sustainable development,

the WB’s Environmental and Social Policy for Investment Project Financing,

and 10 Environmental and Social Standards (ESS), which altogether

orchestrates the mandatory requirements for the WB and the borrowers

during Investment Project Financing (IPF).

29) World Bank, The New Environmental and Social Framework,
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2016/08/05/the-new-environmental
-and-social-framework

Expanded Protections Benefits

Ÿ Comprehensive labor and working 
condition protections;

Ÿ Community health and safety 
measures that address road safety, 
emergency response and disaster 
mitigation;

Ÿ Responsibility to include stakeholder 
engagement throughout the project 
cycle;

Ÿ A non-discrimination principle 
augmented by a new mandatory 
World Bank Directive that lists 
examples of vulnerable and 
disadvantaged groups and explicitly 
requires staff to assist Borrower to 
consider, mitigate, and manage 
related issues

Ÿ Provides broader coverage and access, and 
will benefit more people, especially 
vulnerable and disadvantaged groups;

Ÿ Promotes sustainable development by 
considering a greater range of 
environmental and social risks and potential 
impacts, and by encouraging the 
sustainable management of living natural 
resources;

Ÿ Provides protections for workers and 
improved living conditions of people 
displaced by projects to better secure 
livelihoods;

Ÿ Will foster resilience by requiring 
emergency preparedness measures to 
guard against unexpected shocks and by 
considering climate change impacts and 
requiring measures to address them

Source: World Bank, The New Environmental and Social Framework,
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2016/08/05/the-new-environmental-and-social-frame
work

<Table 2-6> Extended Protections and Benefits Brought by the new

ESF of the World Bank
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2) New Development Bank (NDB)

In 2015, the New Development Bank (NDB) was established by the

association of Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa as BRICS with

the purpose to support and finance infrastructure and sustainable

development projects in their region and other emerging nations. They

describe that their purpose “complements the existing efforts of multilateral

and regional financial institutions for global growth and development30)” and

therefore further calling for collaboration with other international

organizations and financial entities.

With the belief that “environmental and social sustainability is crucial to

addressing the infrastructure gaps and sustainable development needs

consistent with national laws and regulations, and its mandate31)”, NDB

disclosed its NDB Environmental and Social Framework in 2016. The major

disciplines identified through the NDB Environmental and Social Framework

have been embedded in the policies and procedures of the bank and is

stated to be (i) inclusive and sustainable development, (ii) country systems,

(iii) environmental and social interests, (iv) climate change, (v) conservation

of natural resources, (vi) gender equality, (vii) precautionary approach, and

(viii) co-operative functioning and knowledge dissemination.

30) New Development Bank, Environment and Social Sustainability,
https://www.ndb.int/about-us/strategy/environmental-social-sustainability/

31) New Development Bank, Environment and Social Sustainability,
https://www.ndb.int/about-us/strategy/environmental-social-sustainability/

Disciplines Adaptation into the Operations of the NDB

Inclusive and 
Sustainable 
Development

Ÿ The NDB ensures that inclusive sharing of development benefits and 
opportunities, including among traditionally deprived sections such as the 
poor, the disadvantaged, women, children and minorities, is a principle 
focus area of the NDB.

Ÿ The NDB recognizes the importance of maintaining policy and operating 
standards that promote sustainable development, are aligned with 
international good practices, and effectively respond to environmental 
and social risks.

<Table 2-7> Concentrations of the NDB Environmental and Social

Framework
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3) Asian Development Bank (ADB)

In 2009, the ADB's Board of Directors approved the Safeguard Policy

Statement (SPS), described as “a consolidated policy framework that

enhances effectiveness and relevance32)”, to be applied to all projects

financed by ADB and to be used as a participation platform for stakeholders

in the design and implementation of such projects.

32) Asian Development Bank, Safeguard Policy Statement,
https://www.adb.org/site/safeguards/policy-statement

Disciplines Adaptation into the Operations of the NDB

Country 
Systems

Ÿ The NDB promotes the use of strong country and corporate systems in 
the management of environmental and social risks and impacts.

Ÿ The NDB also assists in further strengthening the country systems 
through a variety of mechanisms in both the public and the private 
sector.

Environmental 
and Social 
Interests

Ÿ The NDB integrates the principles of environmental and social 
sustainability in its policies and operations to ensure that its financing 
and investments in infrastructure and sustainable development projects 
have minimal adverse impact on the environment and people.

Climate 
Change

Ÿ The NDB seeks to promote mitigation and adaptation measures to 
address climate change.

Ÿ The NDB aims to build upon existing green economic growth initiatives 
and provide support for new ones at regional, national, sub-national and 
private sector levels.

Ÿ The NDB also encourages climate proofing of its infrastructure financing 
and investments to build resilience to climate change.

Conservation 
of Natural 
Resources

Ÿ The NDB promotes the conservation of natural resources, including 
energy and water, and it supports sustainable land use management and 
urban development.

Gender 
Equality

Ÿ The NDB believes that gender equality is important to successful and 
sustainable economic development, and accordingly the NDB considers it 
imperative to mainstream gender equality issues in all of its operations.

Precautionary 
Approach

Ÿ The NDB uses a precautionary approach to justify discretionary decisions 
in situations where there is the possibility of environmental and social 
harm resulting from project decisions.

Co-operative 
Functioning 

and Knowledge 
Dissemination

Ÿ The NDB seeks to complement the existing efforts of multilateral 
financial institutions, regional financial institutions and other agencies.

Ÿ In addition, the NDB intends to disseminate knowledge gained with its 
development partners.

Source: New Development Bank, Environment and Social Sustainability,
https://www.ndb.int/about-us/strategy/environmental-social-sustainability/
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The environmental and social safeguards stated through the SPS is

distinguished as “a cornerstone of ADB’s support to inclusive economic

growth and environmentally sustainable growth33).” The ADB’s SPS is

employed to identify, minimize, avoid, mitigate, and/or compensating for

possible environmental and social risks and adverse impacts in development

projects to protect people and the environment. “Helping borrowers/clients to

strengthen their safeguard systems and develop the capacity to manage

environmental and social risks34)” also stands as the objectives of the SPS.

Superseding and building on three of the ADB's past policies

(Environment Policy (2002), Involuntary Resettlement Policy (1995), and

Policy on Indigenous Peoples (1998)), the SPS brings three aspects (the

environment, involuntary resettlement, and indigenous peoples) into “one

single policy that enhances consistency and coherence, and more

comprehensively addresses environmental and social impacts and risks35).”

Through the environmental safeguards, the ADB acknowledges the

importance of sound environmental management and its critical aspect “to

sustainable development and poverty reduction in Asia and the Pacific36).”

For means to safeguard the environment, the SPS requires the borrowers

integrate environmental considerations into the decision making processes of

the project that ADB finances. In doing so, ADB's environmental safeguards

call for the borrowers “to identify project impacts and assess their

significance; examine alternatives; and prepare, implement, and monitor

environmental management plans37)” while ensuring social involvement

33) Asian Development Bank, Safeguards: Overview,
https://www.adb.org/site/safeguards/overview

34) Asian Development Bank, Safeguard Policy Statement,
https://www.adb.org/documents/safeguard-policy-statement?ref=site/safeguar
ds/publications

35) Asian Development Bank, Safeguard Policy Statement,
https://www.adb.org/documents/safeguard-policy-statement?ref=site/safeguar
ds/publications

36) Asian Development Bank, Environment Safeguards,
https://www.adb.org/site/safeguards/environment

37) Asian Development Bank, Environment Safeguards,
https://www.adb.org/site/safeguards/environment
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through consulting stakeholders and disclosing “relevant information in a

timely manner and in a form and in languages understandable to those

being consulted38).”

The ADB's involuntary resettlement safeguards highlight the long-term

conflict and hardship that mismanaged involuntary resettlement can cause

amongst affected people. The involuntary resettlement safeguards of the

ADB's SPS aim “to avoid involuntary resettlement wherever possible; to

minimize involuntary resettlement by exploring project and design

alternatives; to enhance, or at least restore, the livelihoods of all displaced

persons in real terms relative to pre-project levels; and to improve the

standards of living of the displaced poor and other vulnerable groups39)” by

ensuring meaningful consultation with stakeholders, the provision of adequate

compensation and assistance, and specials means for vulnerable people while

requiring disclosure of documentation such as resettlement plans.

ADB also recognizes the threat that development programs pose with

risks of invading the area that has traditionally belonged to indigenous

peoples. To ensure that the project design and implementation “foster full

respect for indigenous peoples' identity, dignity, human rights, livelihood

systems, and cultural uniqueness as defined by the indigenous peoples

themselves40)”, ADB complies with the safeguard policies for Indigenous

Peoples.

When a project is perceived to cause impacts on indigenous peoples, the

SPS requires the preparing and implementing of an indigenous peoples plan

followed by meaningful consultations to prevent or mitigate possible adverse

impacts.

38) Asian Development Bank, Environment Safeguards,
https://www.adb.org/site/safeguards/environment

39) Asian Development Bank, Involuntary Resettlement,
https://www.adb.org/site/safeguards/involuntary-resettlement

40) Asian Development Bank, Indigenous Peoples,
https://www.adb.org/site/safeguards/indigenous-peoples
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4) African Development Bank (AfDB)

In 2013, the African Development Bank introduced its Safeguards and

Sustainability Series with the objectives to formulate effective and

sustainable solutions and “to address the challenges of environmental and

social issues, climate change and green growth in the context of Africa’s

development (AfDB, 2013).” The AfDB’s Integrated Safeguards System, a

part of the Safeguards and Sustainability Series, aims to assist African

countries in assessing the environmental and social impacts and risks of the

proposed development projects for the achievement of sustainable

development and inclusive and green growth.

5) Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB)

Newly established in 2015, the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank also

incorporates environmental and social sustainability as its “fundamental

aspect of the Bank's support for infrastructure development and enhanced

interconnectivity in Asia.41)” Through the Environmental and Social

Framework (ESF), AIIB strives to achieve sustainable development

outcomes in both environmental and social aspects. The ESF integrates good

international practice in risk management and decision making processes

during preparation and implementation of projects supported by the AIIB.

6) European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD)

Achieving environmentally sound and sustainable development stands as

a commitment from the operations of the European Bank for Reconstruction

and Development (EBRD). The EBRD believes “that environmental and

social sustainability is a fundamental aspect of achieving outcomes consistent

with its transition mandate.42)”

41) Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, Environmental and Social
Framework,
https://www.aiib.org/en/policies-strategies/framework-agreements/environmen
tal-social-framework.html

42) European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, Environmental and
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Through the Environmental and Social Policy (ESP), the EBRD

documents its commitment to its objectives of achieving sustainable

development. Implemented by the EBRD's Environment and Sustainability

Department, the ESP requires an assessment of environmental and social

impacts with the integration of climate risk assessments for projects

supported by the EBRD.

In addition, the EBRD's safeguard policies regard social aspects with “a

particular emphasis on economic inclusion, gender equality and stakeholder

engagement.43)” The safeguard policies of the EBRD also aids the borrowers

to identify and mitigate environmental and social impacts with objectives to

increase resilience and to reduce long-term risks.

7) European Investment Bank (EIB)

The European Investment Bank (EIB) describes sustainable development

as “the preservation of environmental and social capital that exists today for

future generations44)” and incorporates the importance of its promotion into

its lending strategy and objectives.

The EIB Statement on Environmental and Social Principles and

Standards describes the policies and outlines the standards that EIB uses to

protect people and the environment. By being implemented on the projects

that the EIB finances, the Statement calls for responsibilities of stakeholders

as it “provides a much greater sense of urgency about the problems of

climate change, gives greater recognition to the importance of biodiversity,

and, expands the section on the social dimensions of sustainable

development.45)”

Social Policy, http://www.ebrd.com/environmental-and-social-policy.html
43) European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, Environmental and
Social Sustainability Overview,
http://www.ebrd.com/who-we-are/our-values/environmental-and-social-susta
inability.html

44) European Investment Bank, Environmental and Social Standards –
Overview,
http://www.eib.org/infocentre/publications/all/environmental-and-social-stand
ards-overview.htm
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8) Inter-American Development Bank (IDB)

The Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) recognizes the positive

effects of environmentally sound and socially inclusive development on

generating long-term economic growth and combating poverty and

inequality, therefore, states its commitment towards “maximizing the positive

environmental and social outcomes of our work while minimizing the risks

and negative impacts to people and natural capital.46)” With the belief that

environmental and social sustainability enhances the nature of the projects,

the IDB implements its safeguard policies to the projects it finance.

The environmental and social safeguards policies of IDB have been

modeled after international best practices to help achieve the IDB's mission

towards combating poverty and inequality in Latin America and the

Caribbean. The IDB has adopted a two-branched approach to its safeguard

policies: (i) prevailing the consideration of environmental and social concerns

to enhance outcomes and to emphasize environmental and social aspects in

project preparation and implementation, and (ii) minimizing adverse impacts

through identification, assessment, mitigation, and monitoring of risks

throughout the lifecycle of a project. The major issues that are dealt in the

IDB's safeguard policies are “environmental issues, inclusion of indigenous

peoples, resettlement, labor, gender equality, and health and safety concerns
47).”

The objectives of the Sustainability Framework are as follows:48)

1. To manage environmental and social risks by implementing safeguards

45) European Investment Bank, Environmental and Social Principles and
Standards,
http://www.eib.org/infocentre/publications/all/environmental-and-social-princi
ples-and-standards.htm

46) Inter-American Development Bank, Sustainability,
https://beta.iadb.org/en/about-us/sustainability-and-safeguards%2C18753.html

47) Inter-American Development Bank, Sustainability,
https://beta.iadb.org/en/about-us/sustainability-and-safeguards%2C18753.html

48) Inter-American Development Bank, Safeguards and Sustainability,
https://www.iadb.org/en/topics/sustainability/advisory
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and bypassing costly future delays, increase sustainability value in

development projects;

2. To identify, assess, and classify project-associated environmental and

social risks through ways such as designating safeguard specialists and

resources to the management of a project lifecycle, incorporation of adequate

plans and procedures, and evaluation of the borrower's capacity;

3. To minimize potential environmental and social impacts that the project

may cause by establishing mitigation and management measures in the

design and implementation of the project and by assisting the borrowers to

fulfill global environmental and social performance standards;

4. To evaluate the GHG impacts of the projects by reducing generated

emission and increasing avoided emissions with the application of best

available technologies;

5. To assess the safeguard performance amongst the projects supported

by the IDB through ways such as identifying potential compliance concerns

and areas for improvement;

The Sustainability Framework is comprised of 6 documents: (i)

Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, (ii) Operational Policy on

Indigenous Peoples and Strategy for Indigenous Development, (iii)

Operational Policy on Gender Equality in Development, (iv) Involuntary

Resettlement, (v) Disaster Risk Management Policy, and (v) Access to

Information Policy. Among the 6 documents, the Disaster Risk Management

Policy is applied with “the Disclosure of Information Policy (OP-102), the

Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples (OP-765), the Environment and

Safeguards Compliance Policy (OP-703), and the Operational Policy on

Involuntary Resettlement (OP-710) (IDB, 2010a)” as the safeguard policies of

IDB. Therefore, Strategy for Indigenous Development is not considered to be

part of IDB’s environmental and social safeguard policies.

The Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy was last revised in

2006 to “to position the Bank to effectively support environmental
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sustainability goals in the Latin American and Caribbean region (IDA, 2006.

p. 1).” By adopting the measures stated through the Environment and

Safeguards Compliance Policy, the IDB act to safeguard the environment in

projects and activities financed by the Bank and to include the

environmental aspects in the overall economic and social development.

Approved in 2006, the Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples aims “to

support the strengthening of indigenous territories and measures to promote

equitable access to labor markets and social services49)” while highlighting

opportunities for economic and social development through the mobilization

of the potential that is original to indigenous peoples. Last revised in 2011,

the Operational Policy on Gender Equality in Development aims “to

strengthen the Bank’s response to the goals and commitments of its member

countries in Latin America and the Caribbean to promote gender equality

and the empowerment of women50)“ with 4 elements: gender mainstreaming,

direct investment, gender safeguards, and monitoring indicators. The policy

on Involuntary Resettlement has been last approved by the IDB in July

1998. Being applied to all operations financially funded by the IDB, the

policy on Involuntary Resettlement “covers any involuntary physical

displacement of people (IDB, 1998).” The Disaster Risk Management Policy

was developed in 2007 based on the context of an increase in the extent and

frequency of disasters in the region. The policy emphasizes risk reduction

with the intention “to improve the institutional and policy framework of the

Bank to support disaster risk management in order to help protect the

socioeconomic development of borrowing member countries and improve the

effectiveness of the Bank’s assistance (IDB, 2007. p. 1).” The Access to

49) Inter-American Development Bank, Indigenous peoples: New IDB policy in
2006 and projects to foster development and identity,
https://www.iadb.org/en/news/background-papers/2007-02-27/indigenous-peo
ples-new-idb-policy-in-2006-and-projects-to-foster-development-and-identi
ty%2C3617.html

50) Inter-American Development Bank, Indigenous peoples: New IDB policy in
2006 and projects to foster development and identity,
https://www.iadb.org/en/news/background-papers/2007-02-27/indigenous-peo
ples-new-idb-policy-in-2006-and-projects-to-foster-development-and-identi
ty%2C3617.html
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Information Policy, last revised in April 2010, supersede the 2006 version to

be applied to information produced by the IDB with the reaffirmation of “its

commitment to transparency in all aspects of its operations as a means of

aligning itself with international best practice, especially among the countries

of Latin America and the Caribbean, and as a matter of enhancing its

accountability and development effectiveness (IDB, 2010. p. 3).”
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III. Environmental and Social Safeguard

Guidelines and Standards of Multilateral

Development Banks

1. World Bank (WB)

1) Environmental and Social Safeguard Policies

(1) General Characteristics

The Environmental and Social Safeguard Policies of the World Bank are

comprised of 13 separate documents called Operational Policies. The 13

Operational Policies are balanced between consideration of environmental and

social aspect, with little more focus on the environment. 5 Operational

Policies (OP 4.00, OP 4.01, OP 4.03, OP. 7.50, and OP 7.60) consider both

environmental and social aspects, 5 (OP 4.02, OP 4.04, OP 4.09, OP 4.36, OP

4.37) highlights environment aspects and 3 (OP 4.10, OP 4.11, and OP 4.12)

focus on social aspects. 5 Operational Policies are supplemented with

annexes: OP 4.01, OP 4.04, OP 4.10, OP 4.12, and OP 4.36. Each Operational

Policy is guided by several objectives specific to the focus area.

Operational Policy
Sector*

Number Name
Last Revised 

Date

OP 4.00
Piloting the Use of Borrower Systems to Address 
Environmental and Social Safeguard Issues in 
Bank-Supported Projects

April 2013 E, S

OP 4.01

Environmental Assessment April 2013

E, S
Annex A. Definitions Feb. 2011

Annex B. Content of an Environmental Assessment 
Report for a Category A Project

Jan. 1999

Annex C. Environmental Management Plan Jan. 1999

OP 4.02 Environmental Action Plans July 2015 E

<Table 3-1> Safeguard Policies of the World Bank
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Operational Policy
Sector*

Number Name
Last Revised 

Date
OP 4.03 Performance Standards for Private Sector Activities May 2013 E, S

OP 4.04
Natural Habitats April 2013

E
Annex A. Definitions June 2001

OP 4.09 Pest Management Aug. 2004 E

OP 4.10

Indigenous Peoples April 2013

S
Annex A. Social Assessment July 2005
Annex B. Indigenous Peoples Plan July 2005

Annex C. Indigenous Peoples Planning Framework July 2005
OP 4.11 Physical Cultural Resources April 2013 S

OP 4.12
Involuntary Resettlement Mar. 2013

S
Annex A. Involuntary Resettlement Instructions Feb. 2011

OP 4.36
Forests April 2013

E
Annex A. Definitions Nov. 2002

OP 4.37 Safety of Dams April 2013 E
OP 7.50 Projects on International Waterways Mar. 2012 E, S

OP 7.60 Projects in Disputed Areas June 2011 E, S
* Sector: ‘E’ and ‘S’ represent ‘environmental’ and ‘social’ accordingly
Source: World Bank, Environmental and Social Policies,
http://www.worldbank.org/en/projects-operations/environmental-and-social-policies

Operational 
Policy

Objectives

OP 4.00

Ÿ To encourage the borrowing member countries to adopt and implement 
systems that meet the objectives of the WB’s environmental and social 
policies while ensuring that development resources are used 
transparently and efficiently to achieve desired outcomes

Ÿ To encourage the development and effective application of such 
systems and thereby focus on building borrower capacity beyond 
individual project settings.

Ÿ To improve overall understanding of implementation issues related to 
greater use of country systems.

OP 4.01

Ÿ To help ensure the environmental and social soundness and 
sustainability of investment projects

Ÿ To support integration of environmental and social aspects of projects 
into the decision making process

OP 4.02
Ÿ To encourage and support the efforts of borrowing governments to 

prepare and implement an appropriate Environmental Action Plan (EAP) 
and to revise it periodically as necessary

OP 4.03

Ÿ To facilitate the World Bank financing for private sector led economic 
development projects by applying environmental and social policy 
standards that are better suited to the private sector, while enhancing 
greater policy coherence and cooperation across the World Bank Group

<Table 3-2> Objectives of the Safeguard Policies of the World Bank
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(2) Keyword Characteristics

The Environmental and Social Safeguards Policies of the World Bank is

comprised of a total of 1,674 types of words with a total word count of

29,343. The most frequent word was ‘project’, with a word count of 563.

Operational 
Policy

Objectives

OP 4.04
Ÿ To promote environmentally sustainable development by supporting the 

protection, conservation, maintenance, and rehabilitation of natural 
habitats and their functions

OP 4.09
Ÿ To minimize and manage the environmental and health risks associated 

with pesticide use and promote and support safe, effective, and 
environmentally sound pest management

OP 4.10

Ÿ To design and implement projects in a way that fosters full respect for 
Indigenous Peoples’ dignity, human rights, and cultural uniqueness and 
so that they: (a) receive culturally compatible social and economic 
benefits; and (b) do not suffer adverse effects during the development 
process

OP 4.11

Ÿ To assist in preserving physical cultural resources (PCR) and avoiding 
their destruction or damage. PCR includes resources of archaeological, 
paleontological, historical, architectural, religious (including graveyards 
and burial sites), aesthetic, or other cultural significance

OP 4.12

Ÿ To avoid or minimize involuntary resettlement and, where this is not 
feasible, to assist displaced persons in improving or at least restoring 
their livelihoods and standards of living in real terms relative to 
pre-displacement levels or to levels prevailing prior to the beginning of 
project implementation, whichever is higher

OP 4.36

Ÿ To realize the potential of forests to reduce poverty in a sustainable 
manner, integrate forests effectively into sustainable economic 
development, and protect the vital local and global environmental 
services and values of forests

OP 4.37
Ÿ To assure quality and safety in the design and construction of new 

dams and the rehabilitation of existing dams, and in carrying out 
activities that may be affected by an existing dam

OP 7.50

Ÿ To recognize the importance of cooperation and goodwill of riparians 
for the efficient use and protection of the waterway, and to be applied 
to projects on international waterways that may affect relations 
between the Bank and its borrowers and between states

OP 7.60

Ÿ To identify the problems that projects in disputed areas may raise and 
affect relations not only between the Bank and its member countries, 
but also between the country in which the project is carried out and 
one more neighboring countries, and not to prejudice the position of 
either the Bank or the countries concerned

Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c, 2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012,
2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015)
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Among the top 30 words, action verbs (includ, borrow, plan, implement,

assess, measur, develop, requir, manag, see, use) were the most frequent,

followed by general and bank related word (project, bank, polici, OP, area,

may, impact, activ, resourc, financ, land). 3 environment-related words

(environment, EA – Environmental Assessment, natur) and 5 social-related

words (resettl, indigen, peopl, social, communiti) were also included in the

top 30 frequent words.

Rank Word Count Rank Word Count Rank Word Count

1 project 563 11 implement 145 21 requir 117
2 bank 382 12 area 138 22 manag 115

3 resettl 227 13 may 138 23 social 108
4 environment 223 14 peopl 137 24 see 104

5 includ 194 15 assess 135 25 activ 103
6 borrow 184 16 measur 130 26 resourc 100

7 polici 167 17 ea 125 27 financ 95
8 indigen 157 18 natur 119 28 use 94

9 op 153 19 impact 118 29 land 93
10 plan 153 20 develop 117 30 communiti 92

<Table 3-3> List of Top 30 Frequent Words of the WB Safeguard

Policies

2) Environmental and Social Framework (ESF) System

(1) General Characteristics

Unlike the Environmental and Social Safeguards Policies, the

Environmental and Social Framework of the World Bank is one single

document and a compilation of the World Bank Environmental and Social

Policy for Investment Project Financing and ten (10) Environmental Social

Standards (ESSs). The topics of 10 ESSs are generally balanced between

environmental and social aspects with a more focus on the social side. 3

ESSs (ESS1, ESS9, ESS10) both deal with environmental and social aspects,

and 5 ESSs (ESS2, ESS4, ESS5, ESS7, and ESS8) centers around

social-related topics, whereas only 2 ESSs (ESS3 and ESS6) focus on

environment-related aspects.



- 43 -

Each ESS is defined as objectives specific to the standard’s focus topic.

Compared to that of Operational Policies, the objectives of the ESSs display

an integration of environmental and social aspects, also reflecting on the

name of the standards that combines both environmental and social issues.

ESS Objectives

ESS
1

Ÿ To identify, evaluate and manage the environment and social risks and impacts 
of the project in a manner consistent with the ESSs.
Ÿ To adopt a mitigation hierarchy approach to:
(a) Anticipate and avoid risks and impacts;
(b) Where avoidance is not possible, minimize or reduce risks and impacts to 
acceptable levels;
(c) Once risks and impacts have been minimized or reduced, mitigate; and
(d) Where significant residual impacts remain, compensate for or offset them, 
where technically and financially feasible.
Ÿ To adopt differentiated measures so that adverse impacts do not fall 
disproportionately on the disadvantaged or vulnerable, and they are not 
disadvantaged in sharing development benefits and opportunities resulting from the 
project.
Ÿ To utilize national environmental and social institutions, systems, laws, 

<Table 3-5> Objectives of the Environmental and Social Standards

(ESSs) of the WB Environmental and Social Framework

Environmental and Social Standard Focus 
Sector*Number Name

ESS1
Assessment and Management of Environmental and Social Risks 

and Impacts
E, S

ESS2 Labor and Working Conditions S

ESS3 Resource Efficiency and Pollution Prevention and Management E
ESS4 Community Health and Safety S

ESS5
Land Acquisition, Restrictions on Land Use and Involuntary 

Resettlement
S

ESS6
Biodiversity Conservation and Sustainable Management of Living 

Natural Resources
E

ESS7
Indigenous Peoples/Sub-Saharan African Historically Underserved 

Traditional Local Communities
S

ESS8 Cultural Heritage S

ESS9 Financial Intermediaries (FIs) E, S
ESS10 Stakeholder Engagement and Information Disclosure E, S
* Sector: ‘E’ and ‘S’ represent ‘environmental’ and ‘social’ accordingly
Source: WB (2017a)

<Table 3-4> Environmental and Social Standards (ESS) of the WB

Environmental and Social Framework
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ESS Objectives

regulations and procedures in the assessment, development and implementation of 
projects, whenever appropriate.
Ÿ To promote improved environmental and social performance, in ways which 
recognize and enhance Borrower capacity .

ESS
2

Ÿ To promote safety and health at work.
Ÿ To promote the fair treatment, nondiscrimination and equal opportunity of 
project workers.
Ÿ To protect project workers, including vulnerable workers such as women, 
persons with disabilities, children (of working age, in accordance with this ESS) and 
migrant workers, contracted workers, community workers and primary supply 
workers, as appropriate.
Ÿ To prevent the use of all forms of forced labor and child labor.
Ÿ To support the principles of freedom of association and collective bargaining of 
project workers in a manner consistent with national law.
Ÿ To provide projet workers with accessible means to raise workplace concerns.

ESS
3

Ÿ To promote the sustainable use of resources, including energy, water and raw 
materials.
Ÿ To avoid or minimize adverse impacts on human health and the environment by 
avoiding or minimizing pollution from project activities.
Ÿ To avoid or minimize project-related emissions of short and long-lived climate 
pollutants.
Ÿ To avoid and minimize generalization of hazardous and non-hazardous waste.
Ÿ To minimize and manage the risks and impacts associated with pesticide use.

ESS
4

Ÿ To anticipate and avoid adverse impacts on the health and safety of 
project-affected communities during the project life cycle from both routine and 
nonroutine circumstances.
Ÿ To promote quality and safety, and considerations relating to climate change, in 
the design and construction of infrastructure, including dams.
Ÿ To avoid or minimize community exposure to project-related traffic and road 
safety risks, diseases and hazardous materials.
Ÿ To have in place effective measures to address emergency events.
Ÿ To ensure that the safeguarding of personnel and property is carried out in a 
manner that avoids or minimizes risks to the project-related communities.

ESS
5

Ÿ To avoid involuntary resettlement or, when unavoidable, minimize involuntary 
resettlement by exploring project design alternatives.
Ÿ To avoid forced eviction.
Ÿ To mitigate unavoidable adverse social and economic impacts from land 
acquisition or restrictions on land use by: (a) providing timely compensation for loss 
of assets at replacement cost and (b) assisting displaced persons in their efforts to 
improve, or at least restore, their livelihoods and living standards, in real terms, to 
pre-displacement levels or to levels prevailing prior to the beginning of project 
implementation, whichever is higher.
Ÿ To improve living conditions of poor or vulnerable persons who are physically 
displaced, through provision of adequate housing, access to services and facilities, 
and security of tenure.
Ÿ To conceive and execute resettlement activities as sustainable development 
programs, providing sufficient investment resources to enable displaced persons to 
benefit directly from the project, as the nature of the project may warrant.
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ESS Objectives

Ÿ To ensure that resettlement activities are planned and implemented with 
appropriate disclosure of information, meaningful consultation, and the informed 
participation of those affected.

ESS
6

Ÿ To protect and conserve biodiversity and habitats.
Ÿ To apply the mitigation hierarchy and the precautionary approach in the design 
and implementation of projects that could have an impact on biodiversity.
Ÿ To promote the sustainable management of living natural resources.
Ÿ To support livelihoods of local communities, including Indigenous peoples, and 
inclusive economic development, through the adoption of practices that integrate 
conservation needs and development priorities.

ESS
7

Ÿ To ensure that the development process fosters full respect for the human 
rights, dignity, aspirations, identity, culture, and natural resource-based livelihoods 
of Indigenous Peoples Sub-Saharan African Historically Underserved Traditional 
Local Communities.
Ÿ To avoid adverse impacts of projects on Indigenous Peoples Sub-Saharan 
African Historically Underserved Traditional Local Communities, or when avoidance 
is not possible, to minimize, mitigate and or compensate for such impacts.
Ÿ To promote sustainable development benefits and opportunities for Indigenous 
Peoples Sub-Saharan African Historically Underserved Traditional Local 
Communities in a manner that is accessible, culturally appropriate and inclusive.
Ÿ To improve project design and promote local support by establishing and 
maintaining an ongoing relationship based on meaningful consultation with the 
Indigenous Peoples Sub-Saharan African Historically Underserved Traditional Local 
Communities affected by a project throughout the project’s life cycle.
Ÿ To obtain the Free, Prior, and Informed Consent (FPIC) of affected Indigenous 
Peoples Sub-Saharan African Historically Underserved Traditional Local 
Communities in the three circumstances described in this ESS.
Ÿ To recognize, respect and preserve the culture, knowledge, and practices of 
Indigenous Peoples Sub-Saharan African Historically Underserved Traditional Local 
Communities, and to provide them with an opportunity to adapt to changing 
conditions in a manner and in a timeframe acceptable to them.

ESS
8

Ÿ To protect cultural heritage from the adverse impacts of project activities and 
support its preservation.
Ÿ To address cultural heritage as an integral aspect of sustainable development.
Ÿ To promote meaningful consultation with stakeholders regarding cultural 
heritage.
Ÿ To promote the equitable sharing of benefits from the use of cultural heritage.

ESS
9

Ÿ To set out how the FI will assess and manage environmental and social risks 
and impacts associated with the subprojects it finances.
Ÿ To promote good environmental and social management practices in the 
subprojects the FI finances.
Ÿ To promote good environmental and sound human resources management 
within the FI.

ESS
10

Ÿ To establish a systematic approach to stakeholder engagement that will help 
Borrowers identify stakeholders and build and maintain a constructive relationship 
with them, in particular project-affected parties.
Ÿ To assess the level of stakeholder interest and support for the project and to 
enable stakeholders’ views to be taken into account in project design and 
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The Environmental and Social Framework, scheduled for a roll-out in

October 2018, is used in supplement to the OP 4.03 Performance Standards

for Private Sector Activities, OP 7.50 Projects on International Waterways,

and OP 7.60 Projects in Disputed Areas.

(2) Keyword Characteristics

The Environmental and Social Framework, in addition to OP 4.03, OP

7.50, and OP 7.60, is composed of 2,165 types of words, with a total word

count of 61,039. Similar to the Operational Policies, the word ‘project’ is the

most frequent with a word count of 1,113. Action verbs are the most

frequent word type on the top 30 frequent words. Compared to the that of

the Safeguards Policies by the Operational Policies, the top 30 frequent

words of the ESF system are comprised less of environmental related words

(environment, natur) and more of social related words (social, communiti,

peopl, local, cultur, indigen).

ESS Objectives

environmental and social performance.
Ÿ To promote and provide means for effective and inclusive engagement with 
project-affected parties throughout the project life cycle on issues that could 
potentially affect them.
Ÿ To ensure that appropriate project information on environmental and social 
risks and impacts is disclosed to stakeholders in a timely, understandable, accessible 
and appropriate manner and format.

Source: WB (2017a. p. 16, 31, 39, 45, 53, 54, 67, 68, 76, 85, 91, 97)
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Rank Word Count Rank Word Count Rank Word Count
1 project 1,113 11 communiti 300 21 peopl 213

2 borrow 564 12 assess 288 22 activ 201
3 social 513 13 ess 280 23 natur 191

4 environment 491 14 measur 279 24 affect 188
5 impact 478 15 implement 249 25 local 180

6 bank 434 16 plan 234 26 cultur 176
7 includ 426 17 manag 233 27 develop 173

8 risk 399 18 land 232 28 indigen 171
9 requir 380 19 use 230 29 appropri 170

10 may 326 20 provid 223 30 relev 166

<Table 3-6> List of Top 30 Frequent Words of the World Bank ESF

System

2. New Development Bank (NDB)

1) General Characteristics

Last revised in March 2016, the New Development Bank Environment

and Social Framework is a single document and a compilation of the

Environment and Social Policy and three (3) Environment and Social

Standards (ESSs). The introductory part of the NDB ESF is the Overview

of the Environment and Social Framework, which is followed by two parts:

Part 1. Environment and Social Policy, and Part 2. Environment and Social

Standards. The three (3) ESSs comprise of Part 2 of NDB ESF. Compared

to the environmental and social safeguards documents of the World Bank,

NDB’s ESF is mostly focused on the social aspects and is shorter in length

with a total of 25 pages. The first ESS of the NDB’s ESF is both

environmental and social related, whereas ESS2 and ESS3 both are centered

around social related issues. No ESS solely considers environmental impacts

and risks. The objectives of the NDB ESSs are therefore also centered

around the resolution of social impacts and risks.
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Environmental and Social Standard Focus 
Sector*Number Name

ESS1 Environmental and Social Assessment E, S
ESS2 Involuntary Resettlement S

ESS3 Indigenous Peoples S
* Sector: ‘E’ and ‘S’ represent ‘environmental’ and ‘social’ accordingly
Source: NDB (2016).

<Table 3-7> Environment and Social Standards (ESSs) of the NDB

Environment and Social Framework

2) Keyword Characteristics

The NDB ESF is comprised of 875 types of words with a total word

count of 6,925, which is only 11.3% of the WB ESF system. The word

‘project’ is the most frequent word with a word count of 125, followed by

113 ‘social’, 91 ‘environment’, and 78 ‘impact’. The first top 4 frequent words

show a balance between environmental and social aspects. Aside from action

verbs and general and bank related words, the number of types of

social-related words (social, peopl, indigen, resettl) are twice that of

environment-related words (environment, environ).

ESS Objectives

ESS1
Ÿ To ensure environmental and social soundness and sustainability of Operations
Ÿ To support the integration of environmental and social considerations into the 

Operation decision-making process

ESS2

Ÿ To avoid involuntary resettlement whereever possible
Ÿ To minimize involuntary resettlement by exploring project and design 

alternatives
Ÿ To enhance, or at least restore, the livelihoods of all displaced persons in real 

terms relative to pre-project levels and to improve the standards of living of 
the displaced poor and other vulnerable groups through inclusive and 
sustainable development

ESS3

Ÿ To design and implement projects in a way that fosters full respect for 
indigenous peoples’ identity, dignity, human rights, livelihood systems, and 
cultural uniqueness as defined by the indigenous peoples themselves to that 
they: (a) receive culturally appropriate social and economic benefits, (b) do not 
suffer adverse impacts as a result of projects; and (c) can participate actively 
in projects that affect them; and to focus on inclusive development of the 
indigenous peoples through development which is sustainable in nature.

Source: NDB (2016).

<Table 3-8> Objectives of the Environmental and Social Standards

(ESSs) of the NDB Environment and Social Framework
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Rank Word Count Rank Word Count Rank Word Count
1 project 125 11 client 43 11 risk 30

2 social 113 12 develop 38 12 framework 28
3 environment 91 13 resettl 38 13 measur 28

4 impact 78 14 includ 37 14 appropri 26
5 ndb 73 15 implement 36 15 environ 26

6 assess 56 16 manag 33 16 area 25
7 peopl 54 17 affect 32 17 advers 24

8 requir 49 18 monitor 31 18 provid 24
9 plan 47 19 use 31 19 countri 23

10 indigen 46 20 land 30 20 ensur 23

<Table 3-9> List of Top 20 Frequent Words of the NDB Environment

and Social Framework

3. Asian Development Bank (ADB)

1) General Characteristics

The ADB’s Safeguard Policy Statement (SPS) was last updated in June

2009 to include the three safeguard policies used in the previous safeguards

regime: Involuntary Resettlement Policy (1995), Policy on Indigenous Peoples

(1998), Environment Policy (2002). The SPS is a single document compiling

the ADB’s environmental and social policies and safeguard requirements

implemented upon the borrowers. Through the four (4) safeguard

requirements, ADB’s SPS sets out standards and principles for three key

safeguard areas of (i) environment, (ii) involuntary resettlement, and (iii)

Indigenous Peoples. The four safeguard requirements are disclosed through

the appendices of the SPS.

The overarching objectives of ADB’s safeguards are to: “(i) avoid

adverse impacts of projects on the environment and affected people, where

possible; (ii) minimize, mitigate, and/or compensate for adverse project

impacts on the environment and affected people when avoidance is not

possible; and (iii) help borrowers/clients to strengthen their safeguard

systems and develop the capacity to manage environmental and social risks
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(ADB, 2009. p. 14).” The topics of four (4) safeguard requirements are

balanced between environmental and social aspects. Safeguard requirement 1,

Environment is focused on the environment, whereas safeguard requirement

2 and 3 are focused on the social sector. The safeguard requirement 4,

Special Requirements for Different Finance Modalities, cover both the

environmental and social sectors. The safeguard requirements 1, 2, and 3 are

directly related to the lending projects of the ADB and have specific

objectives to minimize adverse impacts and risks.
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[Figure 3-1] Table of Contents of the ADB Safeguard Policy Statement
Source: ADB (2009).
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Safeguard Requirements Focus 
Sector*Number Name

1 Environment E
2 Involuntary Resettlement S

3 Indigenous Peoples S
4 Special Requirements for Different Finance Modalities E, S

* Sector: ‘E’ and ‘S’ represent ‘environmental’ and ‘social’ accordingly
Source: ADB (2009).

<Table 3-10> Safeguard Requirements of the ADB Safeguard Policy

Statement

Safeguard 
Requirements

Objectives

Environment
Ÿ To ensure the environmental soundness and sustainability of projects
Ÿ To support the integration of environmental considerations into the 

project decision-making process

Involuntary 
Resettlement

Ÿ To avoid involuntary resettlement whereever possible
Ÿ To minimize involuntary resettlement by exploring project and design 

alternatives
Ÿ To enhance, or at least, the livelihoods of all displaced persons in real 

terms relative to pre-project levels
Ÿ To improve the standards of living of the displaced poor and other 

vulnerable groups

Indigenous 
Peoples

Ÿ To design and implement projects in a way that fosters full respect 
for indigenous peoples’ identity, dignity, human rights, livelihood 
systems, and cultural uniqueness as defined by the indigenous peoples 
themselves to that they: (i) receive culturally appropriate social and 
economic benefits, (b) do not suffer adverse impacts as a result of 
projects; and (c) can participate actively in projects that affect them

Source: ADB (2009).

<Table 3-11> Objectives of the Safeguard Requirements of the ADB
Safeguard Policy Statement

2) Keyword Characteristics

The ADB Safeguard Policy Statement is comprised of 1,901 word types

and a total word count of 40,949. Similar to WB’s Safeguard Policies and

NDB’s ESF, ADB’s SPS also has ‘project’ as its most frequent word with a

word count of 638. Action verbs were the most frequent word type, followed

by general and bank-related words. In the top 30 most frequent words of

the ADB SPS, the number of social-related words is 6 (peopl, indigen,
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resettl, social, communiti, cultur), whereas ‘environment’ is the only

environment-related word.

Rank Word Count Rank Word Count Rank Word Count
1 project 638 11 assess 267 21 consult 152

2 safeguard 420 12 client 255 22 measur 151
3 polici 361 13 implement 249 23 resourc 144

4 environment 341 14 plan 244 24 prepar 139
5 peopl 332 15 resettl 243 25 land 137

6 requir 321 16 includ 224 26 monitor 134
7 indigen 307 17 develop 218 27 communiti 129

8 adb 304 18 social 198 28 adb’ 126
9 borrow 295 19 affect 194 29 cultur 117

10 impact 292 20 use 169 30 inform 116

<Table 3-12> List of Top 30 Frequent Words of the ADB Safeguard
Policy Statement

4. African Development Bank (AfDB)

1) General Characteristics

Last revised in December 2013, the African Development Bank Group’s

Integrated Safeguards System is a single document with three main parts

consisting of Introduction, Integrated Safeguards Policy Statement, and

Operational Safeguards (OS). Under the Part II: Operational Safeguards are

five (5) Operational Safeguards (OSs) each relating to specific environmental

and/or social areas. The focus sectors of the 5 OSs have a balance between

environment and social aspects with OS 1 focused on both environmental

and social aspects, OS 2 and OS 6 on social, and OS 3 and OS 4 on

environmental area. The objectives of each of the Operational Safeguards are

elaborated with issues according to the focus aspects.
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Operational Safeguard Focus 
Sector*Number Name

1 Environmental and Social Assessment E, S

2
Involuntary Resettlement: Land Acquisition, Population Displacement 

and Compensation
S

3 Biodiversity, Renewable Resources and Ecosystem Services E

4
Pollution Prevention and Control, Hazardous Materials and Resource 

Efficiency
E

5 Labour Conditions, Health and Safety S
* Sector: ‘E’ and ‘S’ represent ‘environmental’ and ‘social’ accordingly
Source: AfDB (2013).

<Table 3-13> Operational Safeguards of the AfDB Integrated Safeguards

System

OS Objectives

OS 
1

Ÿ To mainstream environmental, climate change, and social considerations into 
Country Strategy Papers (CSPs) and Regional Integration Strategy Papers (RISPs);
Ÿ To identify and assess the environmental and social impacts and risks-including 
those related to gender, climate change and vulnerability-of Bank lending and 
grant-financed operations in their areas of influence;
Ÿ To avoid or, if avoidance is not possible, minimise, mitigate and compensate for 
adverse impacts on the environment and on affected communities;
Ÿ To provide for stakeholders' participation during the consultation process so 
that affected communities and stakeholders have timely access to information in 
suitable forms about Bank operations, and are consulted meaningfully about issues 
that may affect them;
Ÿ To ensure the effective management of environmental and social risks in 
projects during and after implementation;
Ÿ To contribute to strengthening regional member country (RMC) systems for 
environmental and social risk management by assessing and building their capacity 
to meet AfDB requirements set out in the Integrated Safeguards System (ISS).

OS 
2

Ÿ To avoid involuntary resettlement where feasible, or minimise resettlement 
impacts where involuntary resettlement is deemed unavoidable after all alternative 
project designs have been explored;
Ÿ To ensure that displaced people are meaningfully consulted and given 
opportunities to participate in the planning and implementation of resettlement 
programmes;
Ÿ To ensure that displaced people receive significant resettlement assistance 
under the project, so that their standards of living, income-earning capacity, 
production levels and overall means of livelihood are improved beyond pre-project 
levels;
Ÿ To provide explicit guidance to borrowers on the conditions that need to be met 
regarding involuntary resettlement issues in Bank operations to mitigate the 
negative impacts of displacement and resettlement, actively facilitate social 
development and establish a sustainable economy and society;

<Table 3-14> Objectives of the Operational Safeguards of the AfDB
Integrated Safeguards System
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2) Keyword Characteristics

The AfDB’s Integrated Safeguards System has 1,900 word types with a

total word count of 26,432. The most frequently observed word in AfDB’s

Integrated Safeguards System is also ‘project’ with a word count of 325.

The most frequent word types among the top 30 frequent words are action

verbs, followed by general and bank-related words. The number of

social-related words are ‘social’, ‘resettl’, ‘communiti’, and ‘peopl’, whereas

‘environment’ is the only environment-related word.

OS Objectives

Ÿ To guard against poorly prepared and implemented resettlement plans by 
setting up a mechanism for monitoring the performance of involuntary 
resettlement programmes in Bank operations and remedying problems as they 
arise.

OS 
3

Ÿ To conserve biological diversity and ecosystem integrity by avoiding or, if 
avoidance is not possible, reducing and minimising potentially harmful impacts on 
biodiversity;
Ÿ To endeavour to reinstate or restore biodiversity, including, where some impacts 
are unavoidable, through implementing biodiversity offsets to achieve "not net loss 
but net gain" of biodiversity;
Ÿ To protect natural, modified, and critical habitats;
Ÿ To sustain the availability and productivity of priority ecosystem services to 
maintain benefits to the affected communities and sustain project performance.

OS 
4

Ÿ To manage and reduce pollutants resulting from the project-including hazardous 
and non-hazardous waste-so that they do not pose harmful risks to human health 
and the environment;
Ÿ To Set a framework for efficiently using all of a project's raw materials and 
natural resources, especially energy and water.

OS 
5

Ÿ To protect workers' rights;
Ÿ To establish, maintain, and improve the employee-employer relationship;
Ÿ To promote compliance with national legal requirements and provide 
supplemental due diligence requirements where national laws are silent or 
inconsistent with the OS;
Ÿ To align Bank requirements with the ILO Core Labor Standards, and the 
UNICEF Convention on the Rights of the Child, where national laws do not provide 
equivalent protection;
Ÿ To protect the workforce from inequality, social exclusion, child labour, and 
forced labour;
Ÿ To establish requirements to provide safe and healthy working conditions.

Source: AfDB (2013).
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Rank Word Count Rank Word Count Rank Word Count
1 project 325 11 resettl 125 21 risk 90

2 social 260 12 includ 123 22 use 90
3 environment 251 13 oper 123 23 plan 89

4 bank 221 14 manag 116 24 peopl 83
5 borrow 203 15 develop 114 25 provid 82

6 client 203 16 affect 101 26 ensur 79
7 assess 163 17 polici 101 27 may 76

8 safeguard 144 18 implement 100 28 integr 75
9 requir 133 19 communiti 94 29 resourc 74

10 impact 130 20 bank’ 90 30 measur 72

<Table 3-15> List of Top 30 Frequent Words of the AfDB Integrated

Safeguards System

5. Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB)

1) General Characteristics

The AIIB’s Environmental and Social Framework is a single document

that comprises the i) Introduction, ii) Environmental and Social Policy, iii)

Environmental and Social Standards (ESSs), iv) Environmental and Social

Exclusion List, v) Glossary, vi) Directive of Environmental and Social

Procedures, and vii) Guidance and Information Tools (AIIB, 2016. p. 1).
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[Figure 3-2] Table of Contents of the AIIB Environmental and Social
Framework

Source: AIIB (2016).
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Through the Environmental and Social Policy (ESP), AIIB sets out

mandatory environmental and social requirements, which are further

elaborated upon through the three (3) Environmental and Social Standards

(ESSs) according to the key safeguards area. The AIIB’s three ESSs are

mostly focused on the social sector. Only the ESS1, Environmental and

Social Assessment, considers both environments and social aspects, with

ESS2 and ESS3 centered around social issues of involuntary resettlement

and Indigenous Peoples. The name, focus area, and objectives of the AIIB

ESSs show high resemblance to ADB’s Safeguard Policy Statement.

Environmental and Social Standard Focus 
Sector*Number Name

ESS1 Environmental and Social Assessment E, S
ESS2 Involuntary Resettlement S

ESS3 Indigenous Peoples S
* Sector: ‘E’ and ‘S’ represent ‘environmental’ and ‘social’ accordingly
Source: AIIB (2016).

<Table 3-16> Environment and Social Standards (ESSs) of the AIIB

Environmental and Social Framework

ESS Objectives

ESS1

Ÿ To ensure the environmental and social soundness and sustainability of 
Projects
Ÿ To support the integration of environmental and social considerations into the 
Project decision-making process and implementation

ESS2

Ÿ To avoid Involuntary Resettlement wherever possible
Ÿ To minimize Involuntary Resettlement by exploring Project alternatives
Ÿ Where avoidance of Involuntary Resettlement is not feasible, to enhance, or 
at least restore, the livelihoods of all displaced persons in real terms relative to 
pre-Project levels
Ÿ To improve the overall socioeconomic status of the displaced poor and other 
vulnerable groups
Ÿ To conceive and implement resettlement activities as sustainable development 
programs, providing sufficient resources to enable the persons displaced by the 
Project to share in Project benefits.

ESS3

Ÿ To design and implement Projects in a way that fosters full respect for 
Indigenous Peoples' identity, dignity, human rights, economies and cultures, as 
defined by the Indigenous Peoples themselves, so that they: (a) receive culturally 
appropriate social and economic benefits; (b) do not suffer adverse impacts as a 
result of Projects; and (c) can participate actively in Projects that affect them.

Source: AIIB (2016).

<Table 3-17> Objectives of the Environmental and Social Standards

(ESSs) of the AIIB Environmental and Social Framework
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2) Keyword Characteristics

The AIIB Environmental and Social Framework is composed of 1,472

types of words with a total word count of 25,448. Similar to the safeguards

documents of other MDBs, AIIB ESF also has ‘project’ as its most frequent

word. Moreover, the number of social-related words (social, peopl, indigen,

resettl) in the top 30 frequent word list is higher than that of

environment-related words (environment).

Rank Word Count Rank Word Count Rank Word Count
1 project 512 11 peopl 154 21 esp 93

2 social 359 12 indigen 133 22 consult 85
3 environment 351 13 may 128 23 affect 82

4 bank 296 14 implement 126 24 provid 81
5 impact 266 15 develop 125 25 activ 80

6 client 185 16 plan 114 26 land 80
7 requir 185 17 use 112 27 monitor 76

8 assess 176 18 measur 111 28 inform 75
9 risk 164 19 manag 106 29 resourc 71

10 includ 155 20 resettl 104 30 applic 69

<Table 3-18> List of Top 30 Frequent Words of the AIIB Environmental

and Social Framework

6. European Bank for Reconstruction and

Development (EBRD)

1) General Characteristics

The EBRD’s Environmental and Social Policy is a single document

containing both the EBRD Environmental and Social Policy and the EBRD

Performance Requirements (PRs). The ten (10) Performance Requirements

are used to help the borrowers and their projects “meet good international

practice (GIP) related to environmental and social sustainability (EBRD, 2014.

p. 5).”



- 60 -

The 10 PRs are more focused on social aspects, with 3 PRs (PR1, PR9,

PR10) covering both environmental and social related issues, 5 PRs (PR2,

PR4, PR5, PR7, PR8) related to social issues, and only 2 PRs (PR3, PR6)

dealing with environmental aspects. The titles and the objectives of the 10

PRs are highly similar to the WB ESF. Like the ESSs of the WB ESF, the

objectives of the EBRD PRs are detailed.

Performance Requirement Focus 
Sector*Number Name

PR1
Assessment and Management of Environmental and Social Risks 

and Impacts
E, S

PR2 Labor and Working Conditions S

PR3 Resource Efficiency and Pollution Prevention and Management E
PR4 Health and Safety S

PR5
Land Acquisition, Involuntary Resettlement and Economic 

Displacement
S

PR6
Biodiversity Conservation and Sustainable Management of Living 

Natural Resources
E

PR7 Indigenous Peoples S
PR8 Cultural Heritage S

PR9 Financial Intermediaries (FIs) E, S
PR10 Information Disclosure and Stakeholder Engagement E, S
* Sector: ‘E’ and ‘S’ represent ‘environmental’ and ‘social’ accordingly
Source: EBRD (2014).

<Table 3-19> Performance Requirements (PRs) of the European Bank

for Reconstruction and Development

PR Objectives

PR
1

Ÿ To identify and evaluate environmental and social impacts and issues of the 
project;
Ÿ To adopt a mitigation hierarchy approach to address adverse environmental or 
social impacts and issues to workers, affected communities, and the environment 
from project activities. The mitigation hierarchy comprises measures taken to avoid 
creating environmental or social impacts from the outset of development activities, 
and where this is not possible, to implement additional measures that would 
minimise, mitigate and, as a last resort, offset and/or compensate any potential 
residual adverse impacts.
Ÿ To promote improved environmental and social performance of clients through 
the effective use of management systems;
Ÿ To develop an ESMS tailored to the nature of the project, for assessing and 
managing environmental and social issues and impacts in a manner consistent with 
relevant PRs.

<Table 3-20> Objectives of the Performance Requirements (PRs) of the

European Bank for Reconstruction and Development
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PR Objectives

PR
2

Ÿ To respect and protect the fundamental principles and rights of workers;
Ÿ To promote the decent work agenda, including fair treatment, non-discrimination 
and equal opportunities of workers;
Ÿ To establish, maintain and improve a sound worker-management relationship;
Ÿ To promote compliance with any collective agreements to which the client is a 
party, national labour and employment laws;
Ÿ To protect and promote the safety and health of workers, especially by 
promoting safe and healthy working conditions;
Ÿ To prevent the use of forced labour and child labour (as defined by the ILO) as 
it relates to project activities.

PR
3

Ÿ To identify project-related opportunities for energy, water and resource 
efficiency improvements and waste minimisation;
Ÿ To adopt the mitigation hierarchy approach to addressing adverse impacts on 
human health and the environment arising from the resource use and pollution 
released from the project;
Ÿ To promote the reduction of project-related greenhouse gas emissions.

PR
4

Ÿ To protect and promote the safety and health of workers by ensuring safe and 
healthy working conditions and implementing a health and safety management 
system, appropriate to the relevant issues and risks asosciated with the project;
Ÿ To anticipate, assess, and prevent or minimise adverse impacts on the health 
and safety of project-affected communities and consumers during the project life 
cycle from both routine and non-routine circumstances.

PR
5

Ÿ To avoid or, when unavoidable, minimise, involuntary resettlement by exploring 
alternative project designs;
Ÿ To mitigate adverse social and economic impacts from land acquisition or 
restrictions on affected persons’ use of and access to assets and land by: (i) 
providing compensation for loss of assets at replacement cost; and (ii) ensuring that 
resettlement activities are implemented with appropriate disclosure of information, 
consultation and the informed participation of those affected;
Ÿ To restore or, where possible, improve the livelihoods and standards of living of 
displaced persons to pre-displacement levels;
Ÿ To improve living conditions among physically displaced persons through the 
provision of adequate housing, including security of tenure at resettlement sites.

PR
6

Ÿ To protect and conserve biodiversity using a precautionary approach;
Ÿ To adopt the mitigation hierarchy approach, with the aim of achieving no net 
loss of biodiversity, and where appropriate, a net gain of biodiversity;
Ÿ To promote good international practice (GIP) in the sustainable management and 
use of living natural resources.

PR
7

Ÿ To ensure that the transition process fosters full respect for the dignity, human 
rights, aspirations, cultures and natural resource-based livelihoods of Indigenous 
Peoples;
Ÿ To both anticipate and avoid adverse impacts of projects on the lives and 
livelihoods of Indigenous Peoples' communities, or when avoidance is not feasible, to 
minimise, mitigate or compensate for such impacts;
Ÿ To enable Indigenous Peoples to benefit from projects in a culturally appropriate 
manner;
Ÿ To support the client to establish and maintain an ongoing relationship with the 
Indigenous Peoples affected by a project throughout the life of the project;
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2) Keyword Characteristics

The EBRD Environmental and Social Policy is comprised of 1,886 types

PR Objectives

Ÿ To foster good faith negotiation of the client with, and the informed 
participation of, Indigenous Peoples when projects are to be located on traditional or 
customary lands used by the Indigenous Peoples, when customary or non-traditional 
livelihoods will be affected by the project, or in the case of commercial exploitation 
of the Indigenous Peoples' cultural resources;
Ÿ To recognise the principle, outlined in the UN Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples, that the prior informed consent of affected Indigenous Peoples 
is required for the project-related activities, given the specific vulnerability of 
Indigenous Peoples to the adverse impacts of such projects to recognise the specific 
needs of men, women and children of Indigenous Peoples by addressing gender 
issues and mitigating potential disproportionate gender impacts of a project;
Ÿ To recognise and respect the customary laws and customs of Indigenous Peoples 
and to take these into full consideration;
Ÿ To respect and preserve the culture, knowledge and practices of Indigenous 
Peoples in accordance with their wishes.

PR
8

Ÿ To support the protection and conservation of cultural heritage;
Ÿ To adopt the mitigation hierarchy approach to protecting cultural heritage from 
adverse impacts arising from the project;
Ÿ To promote the equitable sharing of benefits from the use of cultural heritage 
in business activities;
Ÿ To promote the awareness and appreciation of cultural heritage where possible.

PR
9

Ÿ To enable the FIs to manage environmental and social risks associated with their 
business activities and to promote good environmental and social business practices 
among their clients;
Ÿ To establish a practical way in which the FIs can promote and achieve 
environmentally and socially sustainable business practices consistent with this PR 
through their investments, in line with good international practice in the commercial 
financial sector;
Ÿ To promote good environmental and human resource management within the 
FIs.

PR
10

Ÿ To outline a systematic approach to stakeholder engagement that will help 
clients build and maintain a constructive relationship with their stakeholders, in 
particular the directly affected communities;
Ÿ To promote improved environmental and social performances of clients through 
effective engagement with the project’s stakeholders;
Ÿ To promote and provide means for adequate engagement with affected 
communities throughout the project cycle on issues that could potentially affect 
them and to ensure that meaningful environmental and social information is 
disclosed to the project’s stakeholders;
Ÿ To ensure that grievances from affected communities and other stakeholders are 
responded to and managed appropriately.

Source: EBRD (2014).
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of words and a total word count of 33,573. Similar to other safeguard

policies, EBRD ESP also has ‘project’ as its most frequent word, and has

more social-related words than environment-related words in the list of top

30 frequent words.

Rank Word Count Rank Word Count Rank Word Count

1 project 466 11 communiti 144 21 ebrd 111
2 client 401 12 may 135 22 implement 109

3 social 274 13 includ 134 23 resourc 107
4 environment 273 14 peopl 132 24 relev 106

5 impact 235 15 indigen 129 25 cultur 105
6 requir 221 16 appropri 127 26 measur 105

7 pr 177 17 identifi 127 27 land 98
8 assess 159 18 use 124 28 potenti 98

9 manag 149 19 process 123 29 advers 96
10 affect 145 20 activ 117 30 provid 95

<Table 3-21> List of Top 30 Frequent Words of the EBRD

Environmental and Social Policy

7. European Investment Bank (EIB)

1) General Characteristics

Last revised in 2009, the EIB Statement of Environmental and Social

Principles and Standards is a single document and a compilation of three

parts related to the environmental and social safeguards of the EIB.

Followed by the general background to the Statement is the Statement itself,

elaborating on the environmental and social principles and standards of the

EIB. The last part is comprised of the End Notes and a Glossary of terms

(EIB, 2009).

The Statement focuses on two parts: the Principles, and the Standards.

The Principles elaborates on the basis that EIB approach to environmental

and social issues are pillared upon, while the Standards details out the

environmental and social performance requirements that the Borrowers are

ensured to comply with. The Standards, identifying the compliance
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requirements, are classified into either Environmental Standards or Social

Standards, therefore being highly balanced between environment and social

aspects. The objectives of the standards further elaborate on each sector.

However, the scope of topics of EIB standards is narrow compared to that

of other MDBs.

[Figure 3-3] Table of Contents of the EIB Environmental and Social

Principles and Standards
Source: EIB (2009).
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Standard Objectives

General 
Environmental 

Standards

Ÿ To protect and enhance the natural environment, not only for its 
own sake but also to improve the quality of life, economic 
development and social well-being that result from environmental 
sustainability

Social 
Standards

Ÿ To protect the rights and enhance the livelihoods of people directly 
and indirectly affected by projects financed by the EIB

Ÿ To promote outcomes to the benefit of individual well-being, social 
inclusion and sustainable communities

Source: EIB (2009).

<Table 3-22> Objectives of the Standards of the EIB Environmental and

Social Principles and Standards

2) Keyword Characteristics

The Environmental and Social Principles and Standards of the European

Investment Bank consists of 1,494 types of words with a total word count

of 15,823. Unlike the safeguard documents of other MDBs, ‘project’ is the

second most frequent word of the EIB Environmental and Social Principles

and Standards. The most frequent word is ‘environment’ with a word count

of 198. In the top 30 most frequent words, the number of

environment-related words is 4 (environment, environ, natur, climat),

whereas ‘social’ is the only social-related word.

Rank Word Count Rank Word Count Rank Word Count

1 environment 198 11 standard 76 21 convent 52
2 project 183 12 environ 68 22 public 51

3 eib 168 13 european 68 23 oper 50
4 bank 159 14 includ 61 24 natur 48

5 social 133 15 principl 59 25 protect 48
6 requir 105 16 sourc 57 26 countri 47

7 promot 100 17 sustain 56 27 practic 47
8 financ 95 18 assess 55 28 right 45

9 develop 90 19 polici 55 29 climat 44
10 direct 90 20 intern 53 30 impact 44

<Table 3-23> List of Top 30 Frequent Words of the EIB Environmental

and Social Principles and Standards



- 66 -

8. Inter-American Development Bank (IDB)

1) General Characteristics

The safeguards system of the IDB is comprised of six (6) documents: (i)

Access to Information Policy, (ii) Disaster Risk Management Policy, (iii)

Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, (iv) Involuntary

Resettlement, (v) Operational Policy on Gender Equality in Development, and

(vi) Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples and Strategy for Indigenous

Development. However, only the Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples

from the document ‘Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples and Strategy

for Indigenous Development’ is considered as part of the safeguard policies

of the IDB (IDB, 2010. p.7).. Among the 6 safeguard policies and guidelines,

two (2) safeguards documents (‘Access to Information Policy’ and ‘Disaster

Risk Management Policy’) are both environment and social-related.

‘Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy’ is the only document that

is environment-focused, whereas three (3) documents are focused on social

sectors: ‘Policy on Involuntary Resettlement’, ‘Operational Policy on Gender

Equality in Development’, and ‘Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples and

Strategy for Indigenous Development’. The objectives of each document is in

relevant to the focus sectors of each policy.

Name Focus Sector*
Access to Information Policy E, S

Disaster Risk Management Policy E, S
Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy E

Policy on Involuntary Resettlement S
Operational Policy on Gender Equality in Development S

Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples S
* Sector: ‘E’ and ‘S’ represent ‘environmental’ and ‘social’ accordingly
Source: IDB (1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b).

<Table 3-24> Safeguard Polices of the Inter-American Development
Bank
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Safeguards Objectives

Environment 
and 

Safeguards 
Compliance 

Policy

Ÿ To advance the Bank’s mission in Latin America and the Caribbean 
toward achieving sustainable economic growth and poverty reduction 
goals consistent with long term environmental sustainability;
Ÿ To enhance long-term development benefits to its members countries 
by integrating environmental sustainability outcomes in all Bank 
operations and activities and strengthening environmental management 
capacities in its borrowing member countries;
Ÿ To ensure that all Bank operations and activities are environmentally 
sustainable as defined in this Policy;
Ÿ To foster corporate environmental responsibility within the Bank.

Operational 
Policy on 
Indigenous 
Peoples

Ÿ To enhance the Bank’s contribution to the development of 
indigenous peoples by supporting the region’s national governments and 
indigenous peoples in achieving the following objectives: (a) Support the 
development with identity of indigenous peoples, including strengthening 
their capacities for governance; (b) Safeguard indigenous peoples and 
their rights against adverse impacts and exclusion in Bank-funded 
development projects.

Operational 
Policy on 
Gender 

Equality in 
Development

Ÿ To strengthen the Bank’s response to the goals and commitments of 
its member countries in Latin America and the Caribbean to promote 
gender equality and the empowerment of women;
Ÿ To further the Bank’s institutional priorities and its mission to 
accelerate economic and social development in its regional member 
countries.

Policy on 
Involuntary 
Resettlement

Ÿ To minimize the disruption of the livelihood of people living in the 
project’s area of influence, by avoiding or minimizing the need for 
physical displacement, ensuring that when people must be displaced they 
are treated equitably and, where feasible, can share in the benefits of 
the project that requires their resettlement.

Disaster Risk 
Management 

Policy

Ÿ To guide the Bank’s efforts to assist its borrowers in reducing risks 
emanating from natural hazards and in managing disasters, in order to 
support the attainment of their social and economic development goals;
Ÿ To strengthen the Bank’s effectiveness in supporting its borrowers to 
systematically manage risks related to natural hazards by identifying these 
risks, reducing vulnerability and by preventing and mitigating related 
disasters before they occur;
Ÿ To facilitate rapid and appropriate assistance by the Bank to its 
borrowing member countries in response to disasters in an effort to 
efficiently revitalize their development efforts and avoid rebuilding 
vulnerability.

Access to 
Information 

Policy

Ÿ To demonstrate its transparent use of public funds, and by deepening 
its engagement with stakeholders, to improve the quality of its operations 
and knowledge and capacity-building activities.

Source: IDB (1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b).

<Table 3-25> Objectives of the Safeguard Polices of the Inter-American

Development Bank
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2) Keyword Characteristics

The IDB’s Safeguard Policies and Guidelines are comprised of a total of

1,718 types of words with a total word count of 25,294. Unlike the safeguard

documents of other MDBs, ‘project’ is the fifth most frequent word of the

IDB’s Safeguard Policies and Guidelines. A bank-related word ‘bank’ is the

most frequent word with a word count of 339. In the top 30 most frequent

words, 4 social-related words were found (indigen, peopl, social, gender)

with 3 environment-related words (environment, natur, disast).

Rank Word Count Rank Word Count Rank Word Count

1 bank 339 11 countri 110 21 affect 78
2 polici 264 12 peopl 107 22 execut 78

3 oper 232 13 risk 100 23 implement 75
4 environment 193 14 bank’ 94 24 gender 74

5 project 188 15 impact 94 25 may 71
6 inform 174 16 requir 93 26 sector 71

7 includ 169 17 measur 89 27 plan 70
8 develop 140 18 natur 89 28 identifi 67

9 indigen 129 19 social 81 29 activ 65
10 manag 116 20 process 80 30 disast 65

<Table 3-26> List of Top 30 Frequent Words of the IDB Safeguards

System

9. Comparison of the Safeguard Policies of the

Multilateral Development Banks

Among the 9 environmental and social safeguard policies, only WB and

IDB have multiple documents. In addition, the comparison of the

characteristics of the environmental and social safeguard policies of the

MDBs reveal that the documents with the most and least number of word

count and word types are the two recently established safeguard policies. 7

out of 9 environmental and social safeguard policies was analyzed to have

the word ‘project’ as their most frequently observed word. The EIB is

original to its most frequent word ‘environment’, which is in relation to the

EIB having the highest number of environment-related words.



- 69 -

　Multilateral Development Bank WB WB NDB ADB AfDB AIIB EBRD EIB IDB
Safeguard Document SP ESF ESF SPS ISS ESF ESP ESPS ESCP, OPIP, 

OPGED, IR, 
DRMP, AIP

No. of Documents 13 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 6
Last Revised Year Various 2016 2016 2009 2013 2016 2014 2009 Various

No. of Sections for Standards and 
Policies

13 10 3 4 5 3 10 2 6

No. of Sections for both Environment 
and Social

5 3 1 1 1 1 3 0 2

No. of Environment Sections 5 2 0 1 2 0 2 3 1
No. of Social Sections 3 5 2 2 2 2 5 3 3

Total Word Types 1,674 2,165 875 1,901 1,900 1,472 1,886 1,494 1,718

Total Word Count 29,343 61,039 6,925 40,949 26,432 25,448 33,573 15,823 25,294

Most Frequent Word project project project project project project project environment bank
Word Count of the Most Frequent Word 563 1,113 125 638 325 512 466 198 339

No. of Bank-related Words in Top 30 
Most Frequent Words

5 3 4 6 8 4 4 7 5

No. of Environment-related Words in 
Top 30 Most Frequent Words

3 2 2 1 1 1 1 4 3

No. of Social-related Words in Top 30 
Most Frequent Words

5 6 4 6 4 4 5 1 4

No. of Action Verbs Words in Top 30 
Most Frequent Words

11 12 13 14 12 13 10 8 10

<Table 3-27> Comparison of General and Keyword Characteristics of the Environmental and Social Safeguard
Policies of Multilateral Development Banks
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　Multilateral Development Bank WB WB NDB ADB AfDB AIIB EBRD EIB IDB

No. of General Words in Top 30 Most 
Frequent Words

6 7 7 3 4 8 10 10 8

* Acronyms: WB = World Bank, SP = Safeguard Policies, ESF = Environmental and Social Framework, NDB = New Development Bank, ESF =
Environment and Social Framework, ADB = Asian Development Bank, SPS = Safeguard Policy Statement, AfDB = African Development Bank, ISS =
Integrated Safeguards System, AIIB = Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, ESF = Environmental and Social Framework, EBRD = European Bank
for Reconstruction and Development, ESP = Environmental and Social Policy, EIB = European Investment Bank, ESPS = Environmental and Social
Principles and Standards, IAD = Inter-American Development Bank, ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP = Operational
Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk
Management Policy, AIP = Access to Information Policy.
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IV. Results

1. Thematic Analysis

The nine (9) sets of environmental and social safeguard policies from

eight (8) Multilateral Development Banks displayed various breadth and

depth in the integration of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

1) Goal 1: No Poverty

SDG 1 aims to “End poverty in all its forms everywhere (UN, 2015)”.

The text comparison of the safeguard policies in the use of ‘poverty’ is

elaborated in <Table A-1>. The most frequent way that poverty is

represented in safeguard policies is through the statement of the institute’s

overarching aim: “This policy contributes to the Bank’s mission of poverty

reduction... (WB, 2013d)”, “...the Bank’s Environment Strategy was developed

to support the Bank’s two overarching objectives: achieving sustainable

economic growth and reducing poverty... (IDB, 2006a)”. Poverty is also used

to elaborate on the definition of vulnerable groups (EBRD, 2014. NDB, 2016).

IDB best displays the depth of integrating poverty into its safeguards

policies. Poverty is mentioned in 4 safeguard policies: Environment and

Safeguards Compliance Policy (ESCP) (IDB, 2006a), Operational Policy on

Indigenous Peoples (OPIP) (IDB, 2006b), Operational Policy on Gender

Equality in Development (OPGED) (IDB, 2010), and Disaster Risk

Management Policy (DRMP) (IDB, 2007). Some concepts intertwined with

poverty are the Bank’s objectives, environmental analysis, Indigenous

Peoples, gender equality, and natural hazards.

On the other hand, AIIB Environmental and Social Framework (ESF) and

EBRD Environmental and Social Framework (ESF) only mentions poverty to

elaborate on vulnerable groups. Moreover, poverty is not used in the EIB

Environmental and Social Principles and Standards (ESPS).
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2) Goal 2: Zero Hunger

SDG 2 strives to “end hunger, achieve food security and improved

nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture (UN, 2015)” through ways that

aim to “double the agricultural productivity...(and to)...increase investment,

including through enhanced international cooperation, in rural infrastructure,

agricultural research...(UN, 2015)” Therefore, ‘agriculture’ was used to

compare the 9 environmental and social safeguard policies with the results

presented in <Table A-2>.

WB SP integrates ‘agriculture’ with topics related to project assessment,

pest management, and forest. The depth of integration of ‘agriculture’ is also

found in WB ESF within topics of pest management, livelihood, and

modified habitats. AfDB also integrates the topic in outlining the institution’s

sector policies, emphasizing the importance of resettlement assistance,

safeguarding renewable natural resources, environmental and social

assessment, and pest management. On the contrary, IDB only uses the term

‘agriculture’ twice throughout its safeguard policies in ESCP with topics

such as natural resources and environmental sustainability. The limited

extent of integration is also found in NDB ESF, ADB SPS, AIIB ESF, and

EIB ESPS, which all do not mention the term ‘agriculture’.

3) Goal 3: Good Health and Well-Being for People

SDG 3 works to “ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at

all ages (UN, 2015)”. The theme of good health and well-being is presented

in the aspects of community health and safety in the safeguard policies. The

comparison of the safeguard policies in the use of ‘community health and

safety’ is elaborated in <Table A-3>. The integration of the international

standards on health and safety was also used in comparison of the

standards. Such comparison is presented in <Table A-4>.

The WB ESF and EBRD ESP present a separate chapter for health and

safety. World Bank’s Environmental and Social Standard (ESS) 4 of the
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Environmental and Social Framework (ESF) is dedicated to ‘Community

Health and Safety’, incorporating the topic to areas such as infrastructure

and equipment design and safety, safety of services, traffic and road safety,

ecosystem services, etc. ‘Community health and safety’ is represented in a

limited extent in the ‘Performance Requirement 4 - Health and Safety’ of

EBRD ESF as only a subsection is dedicated to the topic.

On the other hand, NDB, ADB, and EIB display a limited integration of

community health and safety in their safeguard policies. NDB only used

health and safety as a part of the required impact assessment and labor

protection. ADB only interlinked community health and safety in the aspects

of environmental assessment, pest management, and preventive measures.

EIB only dealt with community health and safety in the context of outlining

the Bank’s policy objectives, project impacts, and mitigation procedures.

All safeguard policies except that of IDB make references to international

standards on Health and Safety. World Bank, both through Safeguard

Policies and ESF, along with NDB, ADB, AfDB AIIB requires the borrowers

to comply apply the World Bank Group Environmental, Health, and Safety

Guidelines (EHSGs). EBRD and EIB make references to EU related

standards, highlighting a regional characteristic. EBRD applies the EU

Occupational Health and Safety standards whereas EIB applies the EU Sixth

Environmental Action Program and the EU Urban and Public Health

Strategies.

4) Goal 4: Quality Education

SDG 4 represents quality education to “ensure inclusive and equitable

quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all (UN,

2015).” The direct comparison of the safeguard policies in the use of

‘education’ is elaborated in <Table A-5>.

Similar to SDG 1, IDB represents the most comprehensive depth of

integrating education into its safeguard policies of ESCP, OPIP, OPGED,

Involuntary Resettlement (IR) (IDB, 1998), and DRMP. IDB uses education in
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relation to environmental education, Indigenous Peoples, mitigation measures,

gender quality, women empowerment, resettlement, and natural hazards.

On the other hand, WB Safeguard Policies only mentions education as an

example of services in need for augmentation during resettlement. AfDB

Integrated Safeguards System (ISS) only uses education to highlight the

importance of preventing child employment. Moreover, poverty is not used in

the NDB ESF.

5) Goal 5: Gender Equality

SDG 5 works to “achieve gender equality and empower all women and

girls (UN, 2015).” The comparison of the safeguard policies in the use of

‘gender’ is elaborated in <Table A-6>.

With a separate stand-alone document on gender equality, IDB deeply

integrates gender into its safeguard policies. Operational Policy on Gender

Equality in Development of IDB associates gender with preventive action,

consultation, women’s rights, project implementation, etc. In addition, IDB

presents its original definition of gender and gender equality: “The term

gender refers to the behavioral characteristics and roles that are socially

attributed to women and men in a given historical, cultural, and

socioeconomic context, beyond their biological differences, and that help

shape the responsibilities, opportunities and barriers encountered by women

and men (IDB, 2010a).”, “The term gender equality means that women and

men enjoy the same conditions and opportunities to exercise their rights and

reach their social, economic, political, and cultural potential (IDB, 2010a).”

Furthermore, IDB integrates gender with mitigation measures, Indigenous

workers, compensation packages for resettlement, vulnerability to natural

hazards in OPIP, IR, and DRMP.

Gender is deeply integrated into the safeguard policies of other MDBs,

too. WB Safeguard Policies, WB ESF, NDB ESF, ADB SPS, AIIB ESF, and

EBRD ESP all interlink gender with Indigenous Peoples. In addition, those

safeguard policies, along with AfDB ISS, deals with gender in the context of



- 75 -

resettlement. Only EIB does not mention gender in any of its environmental

and social safeguard policies.

6) Goal 6: Clean Water and Sanitation

SDG 6 aims to “ensure availability and sustainable management of water

and sanitation for all (UN, 2015).” The environmental and social safeguard

policies of MDBs were compared under the topics of ‘clean water and

sanitation’, ‘pollution prevention’, and the references to international standards

on pollution. Results are presented in <Table A-7>, <Table A-8>, and

<Table A-9> accordingly.

WB ESF best integrates ‘clean water and sanitation’ throughout ESS1,

ESS3, ESS4, and ESS5 within topics such as environmental and social

assessment, project description, sustainable use of resources, measures to

improve efficiency, project impacts, water balance, pollutant release,

community exposure, and the definition of habitat. Furthermore, WB well

represents the SDG 6 goal of implementing “integrated water resources

management at all levels, including through transboundary cooperation as

appropriate (UN, 2015)” through OP 7.50, Projects on International

Waterways. OP 7.50 incorporates the international impacts of the project on

water by recognizing the “projects that involve the use or potential pollution

of international waterways (WB, 2011c).

In addition, European MDBs, the EBRD and the EIB, deeply integrates

‘clean water and sanitation’ in their safeguard policies. EBRD intertwines the

topic with the aspects of resource efficiency, project impacts, measures to

improve efficiency, minimizing usage, water balance, water abstraction, risk

management measures, and impacts on ecosystems. EIB incorporates ‘water’

into the topics of natural resource management, project impacts,

environmental damage, Water Framework Directive, accumulated pollution,

and climate change.

However, NDB, ADB, and IDB mention less ‘water’. NDB only uses the

term ‘water’ as an example of natural resources and raw materials.
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Similarly, ADB uses the term to in association with sustainable resource

management and Indigenous Peoples. Furthermore, IDB only integrates the

description of targeted investment and disaster-prone areas to the term

‘water’.

SDG 6 specifically to achieve safe drinking water, sanitation, and hygiene,

and “improve water quality by reducing pollution (UN, 2015).” In line with

SDG 6, pollution is recognized to be generated from ‘economic activity and

urbanization’ in both WB ESF and EBRD ESP. Furthermore, WB ESF,

AfDB ISS, and EBRD ESP deeply integrates SDG 6 into its safeguard

policies by dedicating a separate chapter for pollution management. WB

ESF’s ‘Environmental and Social Standard 3 - Resource Efficiency and

Pollution Prevention and Management’, AfDB ISS’s ‘Operational Safeguard 4

– Pollution Prevention and Control, Hazardous Materials and Resource

Efficiency’, and EBRD ESP’s ‘Performance Requirement 3 – Resource

Efficiency and Pollution Prevention and Control’ similarly incorporate

hazardous materials management, pesticide management, resource efficiency,

and greenhouse gas emissions. WB explicitly presents the definition of

pollution through ESS3: “The term “pollution” is used to refer to both

hazardous and non-hazardous chemical pollutants in the solid, liquid, or

gaseous phases, and includes other components such as thermal discharge to

water, emissions of short- and long-lived climate pollutants, nuisance odors,

noise, vibration, radiation, electromagnetic energy, and the creation of

potential visual impacts including light (WB, 2017a).”

On the other side, AIIB and IDB barely use the term ‘pollution’

throughout its safeguard policies. AIIB only uses the term three times to

address environmental and social impacts, to give an example of causes on

biodiversity impacts, and to require the borrowers to avoid pollution. IDB

only mentions the term ‘pollution’ once in ESCP in relation to preventative

measures.

Environmental and social safeguard policies of MDBs explicitly makes

references to international standards related to pollution such as the World
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Health Organization’s Recommended Classification of Pesticides by Hazard

and Guidelines to Classification (WB SP, WBRD ESP, EBRD ESP) and

Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (AfDB ISS, EBRD

ESP, IDB ESCP). Only the WB ESF makes no explicit reference to a

specific international standard or convention on pollution.

7) Goal 7: Affordable and Clean Energy

As SDG 7 works to “ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and

modern energy for all (UN, 2015)”, the topic ‘Energy’ was used to compare

the safeguard policies of MDBs. Results of the comparison are presented in

<Table A-10>.

EBRD most deeply incorporates ‘energy’ in PR3, PR6, and PR9 of its

ESP throughout the topics of efficiency improvement, environmental and

social assessment, GHG assessment, waste generation, biofuel production,

and financial intermediaries. WB (ESF), EIB, and IDB also well incorporates

‘energy’ into its safeguards. WB ESF uses ‘energy’ to elaborate on inclusion,

sustainable resources use, resource efficiency, and air pollution. By using the

term ‘energy’, EIB ESPS highlights the requirements of the safeguards

statement, climate change, sustainable communities, environmental impact

assessment, and measures for efficiency. IDB similarly incorporates the term

‘energy’ into aspects such as corporate environmental responsibility,

preventative measures, mandates, and disaster vulnerability.

ADB SPS and WB SP integrate ‘energy’ to a limited extent. WB SP only

uses the term ‘energy’ once to describe the project concept, and ADB SPS

only uses the term twice to in association with the private sector and

efficiency measures.

8) Goal 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth

SDG 8 aims to “promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic

growth, full and productive employment and decent work for all (UN, 2015).”

In relation to SDG 8, the MDB safeguard policies have been compared under
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the topics of ‘Labor and Working Conditions’, the definition of ‘Forced

Labor’, the definition of ‘Child Labor’, and ‘Occupational Health and Safety’.

The results are presented in <Table A-11>, <Table A-12>, <Table A-13>,

and <Table A-14> accordingly.

WB (ESF) and EBRD deeply integrate ‘labor and working conditions’ into

its safeguard policies by both dedicating a separate section on the topic. WB

ESF’s ‘ESS2 – Labor and Working Conditions’ and EBRD ESP’s ‘PR2 –

Labour and Working Conditions’ both deals with labor and working

conditions under the aspects of child labor, forced labor, grievance

mechanism, occupational health and safety, etc. In addition, WB ESF relates

to labor and working conditions to Financial Intermediaries, and resettlement

while EBRD ESP relates the same topic to communicable diseases, Financial

Intermediaries, and environmental and social procedures.

However, NDB ESF and ADB SPS both only make references to ‘labor

and working condition’ once in their safeguard policies. In relation to labor

and working conditions, NDB narrates the need for mitigation measures for

labor protection and ADB cites the exclusion list.

Among the 9 environmental and social safeguard policies, only 5

explicitly defines ‘forced labor’. Forced labor is defined as “work or services

not voluntarily performed, that is exacted from an individual under threat of

force or penalty” in WB ESF (2016), ADB SPS (2009), AfDB ISS (2013),

AIIB ESF (2016), and EBRD ESP (2014). WB SP, NDB ESF, EIB ESPS,

and the safeguard policies of IDB do not define forced labor.

Similarly, the safeguard policies that do not define forced labor also do

not present an explicit and original definition of ‘child labor’. Out of the 9

sets of safeguard policies, only the WB ESF, ADB SPS, AfDB ISS, AIIB

ESF, and EBRD ESP defines child labor. AIIB ESF sets the most stringent

standard by recommending the minimum age for employment as 18.

Although AIIB ESF provides leniency by respecting the country laws of the

project site, any child employed under the 18 cannot be engaged in

hazardous work, a standard also used in WB ESF and EBRD ESP.
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Under the topic of ‘occupational health and safety’, WB ESF most deeply

integrates the topic in the aspects such as due diligence, environmental and

social assessment, preventive and protective measures, documentation and

reporting, emergency prevention and preparedness, and remedies for adverse

impacts. This presents a huge improvement from the former regime as the

World Bank Safeguard Policies does not mention ‘occupational health and

safety’.

Both AfDB and EBRD dedicate a subsection for occupational health and

safety. EBRD further takes the topic for the project to be “in accordance

with relevant substantive EU Occupational Health and Safety (OHS)

standards and GIP (EBRD, 2014).” NDB and IDB both only mention

occupational health and safety once in their safeguard policies. NDB related

worker health and safety with the country laws and relevant International

Labor Organization conventions, while the IDB narrates the provision of

healthy and safe working environment as a part of its corporate

environmental responsibility actions in ESCP.

9) Goal 9: Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure

SDG 9 aims to “build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and

sustainable industrialization and foster innovation (UN, 2015).” All sets of

safeguard policies of MDBs directly integrates ‘Industry, Innovation, and

Infrastructure’ and the comparative results are presented in <Table A-15>.

AIIB best incorporates ‘industry, innovation, and infrastructure’ in its

Environmental and Social Framework. AIIB intertwining the topic deeply into

the concepts such as the Bank’s goal and vision, sharing knowledge and

insight, economic growth and improving lives, greenhouse gas control and

climate resilience, green growth, interconnectivity, environmental and social

sustainability, traffic and road safety, and resettlement assistance.

Furthermore, AIIB uses the term ‘infrastructure’ to highlight “the value of

natural infrastructure, such as wetlands... (AIIB, 2016)” To a lesser extent,

EBRD also displays depth in integrating SDG 9 in its safeguard policies in
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the areas related to Indigenous Peoples, local communities, technical

feasibility, community and occupational health and safety, incident

occurrence, displaced persons, and financial intermediaries.

WB ESF also deeply integrated SDG 9 in the aspects related to financial

intermediaries, channeling financial resources, community health and safety,

project design and construction, safety measures, census survey, resettlement

plan, services provision, historic structures, and private sector activities

involving public-private partnership (PPP). Similar to SDG 8, the depth of

incorporation of SDG 9 in WB ESF shows a drastic update from the WB

SP that only mentions ‘infrastructure’ once in its policies in relation to the

private sector activity and PPP.

Likely, ADB and AfDB explicitly integrate SDG 9 to a lesser depth. ADB

only mentions ‘infrastructure’ twice in relation to the specialization of the

institution, displaced persons, and relocation assistance. AfDB integrates the

term while citing the strategy of the institution, project scoping, and

consultation while referring to the term ‘infrastructure’ three times.

10) Goal 10: Reduced Inequalities

SDG 10 addresses the reduction of “inequality within and among

countries (UN, 2015).” As SDG 10 further aims to “empower and promote

the social, economic and political inclusion of all, irrespective of age, sex,

disability, race, ethnicity, origin, religion or economic or other status (UN,

2015)”, the comparison of the safeguard policies has been made under the

topics of ‘Reduced Inequalities’, ‘Indigenous Peoples’, the Identification

Criteria of Indigenous Peoples, Disability, Involuntary Resettlement, and the

definition of ‘Displaced Persons.’ The detailed comparative results are

presented in <Table A-16>, <Table A-17>, <Table A-18>, <Table A-21>,

<Table A-22>, and <Table A-23>, accordingly.

The theme of ‘Reduced Inequalities’ is most frequently used in relation to

‘gender equality’ in all sets of safeguard policies, except the WB SP that

does not mention related terms to ‘inequality.’ ADB, AIIB, EBRD, and EIB
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only mentions equality once each in relation to environmental assessment,

inclusion, gender equality, and labor standards, accordingly.

The topic of Indigenous Peoples is deeply integrated into the

environmental and social safeguard policies of most MDBs. WB both in SP

and ESF, NDB, ADB, AIIB, EBRD, and EIB all have independent policy or

standard on Indigenous Peoples. Under the Safeguard Policies regime, WB

has OP 4.10 - Indigenous Peoples along with OP 4.10 Annex A - Social

Assessment, OP 4.10 Annex B - Indigenous Peoples Plan, and OP 4.10

Annex C - Indigenous Peoples Planning Framework. Under the ESF, WB

has ESS 7 - Indigenous Peoples/Sub-Saharan African Historically

Underserved Traditional Local Communities. NDB ESF has ESF 3 -

Indigenous Peoples, ADB has Safeguard Requirements 3 – Indigenous

Peoples, AIIB has Environmental and Social Standard 3 – Indigenous

Peoples, EBRD has Performance Requirement 7 – Indigenous Peoples, and

IDB has the Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples. In addition to the

separate section dedicated to Indigenous Peoples, WB ESF integrates the

theme of Indigenous Peoples in its Vision, ESP, ESS 1, ESS 5, ESS 6, ESS

8, ESS 10, and OP 4.03 with the topics such as avoiding discrimination, FI

subprojects, environmental and social management plan, consultation,

community participation, livelihood, primary production, natural resources,

management of forests and aquatic systems, and private sector projects.

Contrastingly, AfDB and EIB both do not have a separate dedicated

section for Indigenous Peoples in their environmental and social safeguard

policies. Throughout their safeguard policies, the term ‘Indigenous Peoples’ is

only mentioned four times. AfDB integrates the term with vulnerable groups

and consultation while EIB incorporates social standards, vulnerable groups,

customary rights to land and resources, and cultural heritage with

Indigenous Peoples.

All MDBs except AfDB and EIB present the identification criteria of

Indigenous Peoples in their safeguard policies. While AfDB states that

“...marginalised social groups and people who are sometimes referred to as
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indigenous peoples (AfDB, 213)”, EIB does not explicitly define the

identification criteria of Indigenous Peoples. WB SP, WB ESF, NDB ESF,

ADB SPS, and AIIB ESF all use a common identification criteria of

Indigenous Peoples: “(a) self-identification as members of distinct indigenous

cultural group and recognition of this identified by others; (b) collective

attachment to geographically distinct habitats or ancestral territories and the

natural resources in the project area; (c) customary cultural, economic,

social, or political institutions that are separate from those of the dominant

society; and (d) a distinct language or dialect, often different from the

official language or languages of the country... (WB, 2017a)” In addition to

the commonly used identification criteria, WB ESF, NDB ESF, and AIIB

ESF includes a supplementary criteria: “A groups that has lost collective

attachment to geographically distinct habitats of ancestral territories in the

area because of forced severance remains eligible for coverage... (AIIB,

2016)” EBRD incorporates a different supplementary criteria to Indigenous

Peoples: “descent from populations who have traditionally pursued

non-wage...subsistence strategies and whose status was regulated by their

own customs or traditions or by special laws or regulations (EBRD, 2014).”

Uniquely, IDB has an original set of identification criteria for Indigenous

Peoples: “(i) they are descendants from populations inhabiting Latin America

and the Caribbean at the time of the conquest or colonization; (ii)

irrespective of their legal status or current residence, they retain some or all

of their own social, economic, political, linguistic and cultural institutions and

practices; and (iii) they recognize themselves as belonging to indigenous or

pre-colonial cultures or peoples (IDB, 2010a).” The identification criteria used

by IDB highlights the regional scope of IDB.

‘Disability’ in only integrated into 4 out of 9 sets of safeguard policies.

Whereas WB SP does not make references to the term ‘disability’, WB ESF

uses the term to describe “groups that may be differentially or

disproportionately affected by the project or groups of the population with

specific information needs (WB, 2017a)” and to highlight the importance of

information disclosure to them. AfDB integrates the topic of disability in
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relation to employment decisions, while AIIB uses the topic to elaborate on

the term vulnerable groups. IDB uses the term ‘disability’ in its OPGED as

to elaborate on the objectives to promote land access and project benefits.

As SDG 10 aims to “facilitate orderly, safe, regular and responsible

migration and mobility of people, including through the implementation of

planned and well-managed migration policies (UN, 2015)”, the theme of

‘involuntary resettlement’ is in due relevance. Similar to the topic of

‘Indigenous Peoples’, ‘involuntary resettlement’ is deeply integrated in the

environmental and social safeguard policies. Except for EIB, all other 8 sets

of safeguard policies dedicate a separate section for ‘involuntary

resettlement’. WB has OP 4.12 – Involuntary Resettlement and OP 4.12

Annex A – Involuntary Resettlement Instruments under the SP regime.

Under the ESF, WB has ESS 5 – Land Acquisition, Restrictions on Land

Use and Involuntary Resettlement with ESS 5 Annex 1 – Involuntary

Resettlement Instruments. NDB ESF has ESS 2 – Involuntary Resettlement,

ADB SPS has SR 2 – Involuntary Resettlement, AfDB ISS has OS 2 –

Involuntary Resettlement, AIIB ESF has ESS 2 – Involuntary Resettlement,

EBRD ESP has PR 5 – Land Acquisition, Involuntary Resettlement and

Economic Displacement, and IDB has a standalone document dedicated to the

theme of Involuntary Resettlement.

In addition to the separate and dedicated section for ‘involuntary

resettlement’, AIIB most deeply integrates the topic in relation to

resettlement plan, project screening, sustainable development programs,

resources provision, environmental and social management plan, consultation,

examination of alternatives, information disclosure, land and water

sustainability, risk assessment, and social coverage. Contrastingly, EIB does

not have a separate section for ‘involuntary resettlement’ and only integrates

the topic in relation to financing projects, livelihood restoration, and public

consultation.

The definition of ‘Displaced persons’ is outlined in only 4 out of 9 sets of

safeguard policies. WB SP, ADB SPS, AfDB ISS, and EBRD ESP identically
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details out the eligibility criteria for displaced persons: “(i) who have formal

legal rights to the land...; (ii) who do not have formal legal rights to land at

the time of the census, but who have a claim to land that is recognised or

recognisable under national laws; or (iii) who have no recognisable legal

right or claim to the land they occupy (EBRD, 2014).” As WB SP revised

their safeguard policies to ESF, the eligibility criteria for displaced persons

has not been included.

11) Goal 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities

As SDG 11 strive to “make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe,

resilient and sustainable (UN, 2015)”, the topic of ‘Sustainable Cities and

Communities’ has been chosen for comparative analysis. The results are

presented in <Table A-24>. Furthermore, SDG 11 aims to “strengthen

efforts to protect and safeguard the world’s cultural and natural heritage

(UN, 2015)”, which highlights the importance of comparing the safeguard

policies on the theme of ‘Cultural Heritage’. Moreover, SDG 11 intends to

“substantially increase the number of cities and human settlements adopting

and implementing integrated policies and plans towards inclusion, resource

efficiency, mitigation and adaptation to climate change, resilience to disasters,

and develop and implement, in line with the Sendai Framework for Disaster

Risk Reduction 2015-2030, holistic disaster risk management at all levels

(UN, 2015)”, thus presenting the linkage to the theme of ‘Disaster

Management’. The comparative results for ‘cultural heritage’ are presented in

<Table A-25>, with the results for ‘disaster management’ in <Table A-26>.

Among the 9 sets of safeguard policies, only AIIB ESF and EIB ESPS

make explicit reference to the aspects of sustainable cities. AIIB ESF only

once makes reference to ‘sustainable transport systems and sustainable

urban development’ to highlight the importance of “making best of green

growth and low-carbon technologies...(AIIB, 2016)” On the contrary, EIB

ESPS explicitly and deeply integrates ‘sustainable cities and communities’. It

emphasizes the promotion of sustainable communities in relation to the

Bank’s priorities, environmental sustainability, environmental and social
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acceptability, project identification, and social standards.

WB (both SP and ESF) and EBRD dedicate a separate section on

cultural heritage. EBRD ESP has PR 8 – Cultural Heritage that incorporates

topics such as project screening, avoiding impacts, assessing impacts,

community consultation, etc. Furthermore, EBRD integrates the theme in

areas such as the list of financing exclusion, Indigenous Peoples, and

involuntary resettlement. WB ESF takes the integration a step further,

through incorporating the theme into its ESP, ESS1, ESS7, ESS9, and

OP4.03, in addition to establishing a separate section, ESS 8 – Cultural

Heritage. Therefore, WB ESF incorporates the topic of ‘cultural heritage’ in

relation to due diligence, environmental and social assessment, project

scoping, Cultural Heritage Management Plan, Environmental and Social

Management Plan, Indigenous Peoples, consultation, FI, resettlement, and

private sector projects. Also, WB explicitly acknowledges that “cultural

heritage ...is material to the identity and/or cultural, ceremonial, or spiritual

aspects of the affected Indigenous Peoples’...lives (WB, 2017a).” Such depth

is found to have been enhanced when compared to the WB SP regime.

Although WB SP also has an independent section dedicated to cultural

heritage (OP 4.11 – Physical Cultural Resources), ‘cultural heritage’ is only

integrated into the private sector projects outside the dedicated section.

Similarly, NDB, ADB, and IDB associates ‘cultural heritage’ into their

safeguard policies to a limited extent. NDB and ADB both only mention

‘cultural heritage’ once in their policies, while IDB presents no mention of

‘cultural heritage’. NDB includes the projects causing adverse impacts on

cultural heritage in its exclusion list, and ADB prohibits the funded project

from removing any physical cultural resources.

However, IDB displays depth in the integration of ‘disaster management’

with a standalone document dedicated to disaster management:

Inter-American Development Bank Disaster Risk Management Policy. In

addition, IDB incorporates the term ‘disaster’ with the aspects related to

environmental sustainability, involuntary physical displacement, and
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colonization schemes. Both IDB ESCP and WB ESF provide leniency in

applying the required policies in projects in urgent need of assistance from

disaster: “Loans under the “immediate Response Facility for Emergencies

Caused by Natural and Unexpected Disasters” (IRF) are exempt from the

requirements of this policy (IDB, 2006a).”; “Where a Borrower is deemed by

the Bank to: ...be in urgent need of assistance because of...disaster...the

applicable provisions of OP 10.00 will apply (WB, 2017a).” AIIB also

acknowledges that disaster may call for the urgent need of assistance, while

EBRD associates natural disasters as one of the causes of forced severance.

On the contrary, WB SP, NDB ESF, ADB SPS, AfDB ISS, and EIB ESPS

do not mention ‘disaster’ in their environmental and social safeguard policies.

12) Goal 12: Responsible Consumption and Production

SDG 12 strives to “ensure sustainable consumption and production

patterns (UN, 2015)”, therefore, the comparison has been made with the

themes ‘Responsible Consumption and Production’ and ‘Natural Resources.’ In

addition, safeguard policies were compared on their ‘Exclusion List’, which

lists the production activities that each institution states to refrain funding

from. The results are presented in <Table A-27>, <Table A-28>, and

<Table A-29>, correspondingly.

Both WB ESF and EBRD ESP narrate on responsible consumption and

production in three sections of their safeguard policies. EBRD discusses

production in its PR3, PR4, and PR6, incorporating the topic in aspects such

as resource efficiency measures, environmental and social assessment, project

design, manufacturing process, project function, good international practice

(GIP), ecosystems, and biodiversity. WB ESF also displays depth in the

integration of the topic. It discusses the topic in ESS3, ESS5, and ESS6,

over the aspects such as efficiency measures, product design, production

process, displaced persons, transitional support, census survey, livelihood,

sustainable management, natural resources, assessment, habitats, biodiversity,

Indigenous Peoples, sustainable management, and good international industrial

practice. The depth of integrating ‘responsible consumption and production’
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in WB ESF is more extensive than EBRD ESP and WB SP, the WB former

regime. WB SP only mentions the term ‘production’ twice in its safeguard

policies, in relation to Indigenous Peoples and displaced people. Similarly,

AIIB only mentions ‘production’ twice, in relation to green growth and

resettlement assistance. To a more limited extent, EIB only uses ‘sustainable

production and consumption’ once, in the context of supporting innovative

financial and market-based instruments.

WB SP, WB ESF, AIIB ESF, EBRD ESP, and IDB’s safeguard policies

deeply integrate ’natural resources’ in their safeguard policies. WB SP

associates ‘natural resources’ in OP4.03, OP4.10, and OP4.12, and in aspects

related to private sector projects, conservation measures, environmentally

sustainable development, social assessment, Indigenous Peoples, FPICon (free,

prior, and informed consultation), socioeconomic studies, and process

framework. Through its revision process, WB ESF enhanced the depth of

inclusion of ‘natural resources’. Displaying the most integrated network for

‘natural resources’ among the 9 sets of safeguard policies, WB ESF

associates the theme in its Vision, ESP, ESS1, ESS5, ESS7, and OP4.03.

The aspects integrated with ‘natural resources’ are the Bank’s objectives,

environmental and social risks and impacts, environmental and social

assessment, displacement, compensation mechanism, benefits, census survey,

baseline socioeconomic studies, valuation of losses, land acquisition,

resettlement plan, transitional support, process framework, Indigenous

Peoples, FPIC (free, prior, and informed consent), alternative project design,

and private sector projects. Furthermore, WB ESF has a separate section

dedicated to natural resources: ESS 6 – Biodiversity Conservation and

Sustainable Management of Living Natural Resources. Both in WB SP and

WB ESF, a separate environmental and social instrument is required from

the Borrowers when a project restriction in access to natural resources: “A

process framework is prepared when Bank-supported projects may cause

restrictions in access to natural resources in legally designated parks and

protected areas (WB, 2013f; WB, 2017a).”

Similarly, EBRD dedicates a separate section on natural resources in PR
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6 – Biodiversity Conservation and Sustainable Management of Living

Natural Resources. EBRD ESP also incorporates the term ‘natural resources’

in its ESP, PR5, and PR7, with topics such as precautionary approach,

physical or economic displacement, Indigenous Peoples, transition process,

implementation plan, culturally appropriate development benefits, and

collective ownership rights. AIIB also deeply associates ‘natural resources’

throughout its ESF in its Vision, ESP, ESS1, ESS2, and ESS3. The topics

associated with natural resources in AIIB ESF are biodiversity conservation,

cooperation with development partners, Indigenous Peoples, FPICon,

environmental and social assessment, precautionary approach, land access,

project scope, economic displacement, customary rights, and commercial

development. Natural resources are also integrated with IDB ESCP, OPIP,

OPGED, and IR with topics such as sustainable management, conservation,

social and economic development, regional and transboundary aspects, project

performance, physical management processes, Indigenous Peoples, mitigation

measures, consultation, resettlement plan, compensation, and rehabilitation.

On the contrary, NDB and EIB display weak integration with ‘natural

resources’, by only mentioning ‘natural resources’ twice throughout its

safeguard policies. NDB uses ‘natural resources’ in relation to conservation

and land access, while EIB uses the term in relation to EU 6th Environment

Action Program and project identification.

Among the 9 environmental and social safeguard policies, only 5 carries

an exclusion list that states the activities that the institution will prevent

from financing on. NDB has ‘Annex 1. Environmental and Social Exclusion

List’, ADB has ‘Appx 5. ADB Prohibited Investment Activities List’, AfDB

with the ‘Definition of goods harmful to the environment in negative list’,

AIIB with ‘Environmental and Social Exclusion List’, and EBRD with the

‘Appx 1. EBRD Environmental and Social Exclusion List’.

13) Goal 13: Climate Action

As SDG 13 “take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts
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(UN, 2015)”, ‘Climate Change’ and ‘Greenhouse Gas’ have been used to

compare the environmental and social safeguard policies of MDBs. The

comparative results are provided on <Table A-30> and <Table A-31>

accordingly.

ADB, IDB, and WB SP incorporate ‘climate change’ into their safeguard

policies to a limited extent by only mentioning the term once throughout

their policies. ADB mentions climate change in relation to the ADB’s

long-term strategic framework, while IDB integrates climate change to

preventive measures and pollution elimination. WB SP mentions the term

‘climate change’ once in OP4.01 in relation to highlighting transboundary and

global environmental aspects in environmental assessment.

On the contrary, WB ESF displays enhanced depth in the integration of

‘climate change’ throughout its Vision, ESP, ESS1, ESS3, ESS4, and ESS6.

WB ESF integrates climate change with elaborating on environmental

sustainability, Bank Group’s thematic strategies, project impacts, project

alternatives, environmental and social risks and impacts, due diligence,

human health, environmental and social assessment, project design, etc.

AfDB also well incorporates climate change in its ISS in relation to topics

such as good international practice, emerging issues, project screening,

environmental assessment, vulnerability, mainstreaming environmental and

social considerations, country systems, and the Climate Safeguard System

that AfDB uses in project screening.

Similarly, EIB states that “climate change, biodiversity and ecosystems

considerations are integrated into the lending policies and practices of the

Bank... (EIB, 2009)” EIB further acknowledges “the need to mitigate and

adapt to climate change and to tackle the degradation and unsustainable use

of ecosystems and their associated biodiversity are the two greatest

environmental challenges of the 21st century and are closely related to

human well-being and sustainable development (EIB, 2009).” EIB explicitly

refers to the European Climate Change Program, European Union Action

Plan on Climate Change and Development, United Nations Framework
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Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), United Nations Convention on

Biological Diversity (CBD), the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate

Change (IPCC), and EU climate change policy. In addition, EIB incorporates

climate change with policy investment priorities, financial mechanisms for

climate change mitigation, and project identification and management.

The depth of integration of climate change in EIB ESPS also aligns with

the enhanced depth of the incorporation of ‘greenhouse gas’ in its safeguard

policies. In associating greenhouse gas, EIB “recognizes that projects it

finances today have a role in determining the concentrations of GHGs in the

atmosphere (EIB, 2009)” and thus “incorporates the costs of such emissions

into the financial and economic analyses that inform its financing decisions

(EIB, 2009).” EIB focuses on financing climate adaptation projects while

measuring and reporting the greenhouse gas emissions and disclosing the

information.

WB SP, NDB ESF, and IDB, however, integrates ‘greenhouse gas’ in its

safeguard policies to a limited extent. WB SP does not mention the term

‘greenhouse gas’ in its operational policies, while NDB and IDB only mention

the term once. NDB relates ‘greenhouse gas’ to considering project

alternatives, design, and operations, while IDB incorporates the topic with

preventative measures and project operations in its ESCP.

14) Goal 14 & 15: Life Below Water & Life on Land

SDG 14 aims to “conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and

marine resources for sustainable development (UN, 2015)” and SDG 15 strive

to “protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems,

sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land

degradation and halt biodiversity loss (UN, 2015).” Therefore, environmental

and social safeguard policies of MDBs have been compared based on the

topics ‘marine and aquatic life’ and ‘terrestrial life’, of which results have

been presented in <Table A-32> and <Table A-33> correspondingly.

Moreover, topics related to the natural ecosystems combining ‘life below
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water’ and ‘life on land’ such as biodiversity, ecosystem services, the

definition of various habitats, and mitigation measures for various habitats

have been used to compare the safeguard policies, with results shown in

<Table A-34>, <Table A-35>, <Table A-36>, and <Table A-37>

accordingly.

AfDB ISS does not explicitly mention terms related to ‘marine and

aquatic life’. NDB ESF, ADB SPS, AIIB ESF, and WB SP all mentions

related terms once throughout their safeguard policies. Both NDB and ADB

state their policies to prevent from financing “marine and coastal fishing

practices, such as large-scale pelagic drift net fishing and fine mesh net

fishing, harmful to vulnerable and protected species in large numbers and

damaging to marine biodiversity and habitats (NDB, 2016; ADB, 2009).” AIIB

ESF associates the examination of project risks and impacts to marine

resources. WB SP integrates the topics such as land use change and

significant conversion with the term aquatic ecosystems. Such limited extent

of incorporation is reversed in the WB ESF regime. WB ESF well integrates

‘marine and aquatic life’ to its safeguard policies in the aspects related to

land restriction, natural resources, the definition of biodiversity, the definition

of habitats, and sustainable management. IDB also presents depth in the

association of ‘marine and aquatic life’ by integrating it with environmentally

sustainable practices, project identification and financing, conservation,

transboundary environmental and associated social impacts, significant

conversion, and transborder Indigenous Peoples.

In relation to ‘terrestrial life’, only WB (SP and ESF), AIIB, EBRD, and

IDB integrate the topic in their safeguard policies. Both WB SP and IDB

ESCP refer to terrestrial ecosystems in defining the term ‘significant

conversion’. Both WB ESF and EBRD SPS refer to a terrestrial geographical

unit in defining ‘biodiversity’ and ‘habitat’. AIIB ESF mentions terrestrial

natural resources in relation to sustainable development.

Biodiversity is integrated with all 9 environmental and social safeguard

policies. Among the 9 sets of policies, AfDB ISS, EBRD ESP, and WB ESF
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take an enhanced approach by dedicating a separate section on the theme. In

addition to ‘OS 3 – Biodiversity, Renewable Resources and Ecosystem

Services’, AfDB addresses biodiversity further by acknowledging it as an

‘emerging issue’. EBRD also integrates biodiversity mainly in ‘PR 6 –

Biodiversity Conservation and Sustainable Management of Living Natural

Resources’ and additionally with aspects such s precautionary approach,

exclusion list, pest management, and GIP. WB ESF best incorporates

biodiversity through a separate section ‘ESS 6 – Biodiversity Conservation

and Sustainable Management of Living Natural Resources’ while further

integrating the theme in its Vision, ESP, ESS1, ESS3, ESS9, and OP4.03

under aspects such as conservation, rehabilitation, due diligence of

environmental and social risks and impacts, FI subprojects, environmental

and social assessment, project description, human health and environment,

and private sector projects.

The depth of integration of biodiversity displayed in WB ESF is shown

to have been enhanced after the transition from WB SP regime, which

incorporates biodiversity to a limited extent. Biodiversity is only mentioned

twice in the safeguard policies of WB SP, once in association with private

sector projects and the other to emphasize the importance of considering

project design and implementation. Similarly, ADB only mentions

‘biodiversity’ three times in the context of environmental safeguard

requirements, conservation, and assessment, while IDB only mentions the

term once incorporation to identifying and financing operations.

AfDB displays the most enhanced depth in the integration of ecosystem

services by dedicating a separate section ‘OS 3 – Biodiversity, Renewable

Resources and Ecosystem Service’. AfDB further associates ecosystem

services in the objectives of the Integrated Safeguard System (AfDB, 2013)

to incorporate ‘emerging issues’. Similarly, WB ESF deeply incorporates

ecosystem services with aspects related to conservation, due diligence,

environmental risks and impacts, environmental and social assessment,

community health and safety, climate change, mitigation measures, and

biodiversity. Such depth is not found in its former regime as WB SP does
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not mention ‘ecosystem services’ or related terms in its safeguard policies.

NDB ESF and EBRD ESP also do not mention ecosystem services in their

environmental and social safeguard policies. To a less extent, ADB SPS and

AIIB ESF only mention the term once. ADB associates ‘ecosystem services’

with the definition of critical habitats, while AIIB does so to emphasize the

value of natural infrastructure.

Classification of habitats allows different and more appropriate measures

to be taken per characteristics of habitats. WB ESF, ADB SPS, and AfDB

ISS classify habitats into three categories: modified habitats, natural habitats,

and critical habitats. WB SP, NDB ESF, AIIB ESF, and IDB ESCP only

uses two categories: natural habitats, and critical habitats. To a lesser

extent, EBRD ESP and EIB ESPS only defines critical habitats. To describe

one of the criteria for critical habitats, WB SP, WB ESF, ADB SPS, AIIB

ESF, AfDB ISS, AIIB ESF, and EIB ESPS refers to the criteria of the

World Conservation Union (IUCN) or the IUCN Red List of threatened

species to outline the “habitat of significant importance to Critically

Endangered or Endangered species... (WB, 2017a; NDB, 2016; AIIB, 2016)”

Only EBRD ESP does not explicitly mention the IUCN Red List.

Similarly, WB ESF, ADB SPS, and AfDB ISS explicitly state safeguard

requirements for modified habitats, natural habitats, and critical habitats,

while WB SP, NDB ESF, AIIB ESF, and AIIB ESCP only present safeguard

requirements for natural habitats, and critical habitats. Furthermore, EBRD

ESP and EIB ESPS only require safeguard compliance for critical habitats.

However, the stringency for the safeguard requirements differs from the

number of habitats classification. WB SP, EBRD SPS, EIB ESPS, and IDB

ESCP take a more precautionary approach in presenting safeguard

requirements for critical habitats by not providing exceptional subclauses to

which the institution can finance <Table A-37>. However, WB ESF adds

more leniency to its safeguard requirement by providing exceptional

conditions that will allow the institution to justify financing projects

affecting critical habitats. In a similar context, NDB ESF, ADB SPS, AfDB

ISS, and AIIB ESF provide exceptional clauses.
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15) Goal 16: Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions

SDG 16 aims to “promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable

development, provide access to justice for all and build effective, accountable

and inclusive institutions at all levels (UN, 2015).” In relation to SDG 16,

‘Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions’, ‘Consent’, and ‘Complaint and

Grievances’ were selected to compare the 9 environmental and social

safeguard policies, with results presented in <Table A-38>, <Table A-40>,

and <Table A-41> accordingly.

Only EBRD explicitly uses the term ‘justice’ in relation to stakeholder

engagement and the requirement for it to “be carried out bearing in mind

the spirit and principles of the UNECE Convention on Access to Information,

Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access to Justice in

Environmental Matters (EBRD, 2014).” However, EBRD ESP, along with

NDB ESF, does not integrate ‘institution’ in its safeguard policies. WB SP

only uses the term ‘institution’ once in relation to environmental assessment.

Although AIIB also uses the topic of ‘institution’ once is its ESF, the topic

is used in relation to ‘institutional strengthening’. WB ESF, ADB SPS, AfDB

ISS, EIB ESPS, and IDB ESCP also integrates the topic of ‘institution’ in

the context of promoting the institutional capacities and strengthening

institutional capacity building. In addition, WB ESF integrates ‘institution’

with assessment, involuntary resettlement, and action plan, while IDB

incorporates institutional responsibilities to the environmental and social

management plan (ESMP). Furthermore, EIB emphasizes its regional

characteristics by making reference to the Aarhus Convention and the EU

requirement in relation to ‘institutions’.

‘Consent’ is most frequently used in relation to Indigenous Peoples in the

environmental and social safeguard policies of MDBs. The most stringent

safeguard policies require the project “to obtain the Free, Prior, and Informed

Consent (FPIC) of affected Indigenous Peoples (WB, 2017a)” as found in WB

ESF, EBRD SPS, and EIB ESPS. AIIB ESF allows the borrower to

determine if FPIC is required to be applied to the project based on the laws
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of the country. ADB SPS and IDB OPIP require ‘consent’ from Indigenous

Peoples when the project under due diligence is found to affect them.

Consent from borrowers is also commonly found in safeguard policies such

as WB SP, AfDB ISS, and IDB ESCP. WB SP also integrates ‘consent’ with

the definition of ‘involuntary’ and international waterways, which WB ESF

also uses in an association with the topic. EBRD further incorporates

‘consent’ with aspects related to land access and international conventions,

while IDB supplements the use of ‘consent’ in an association with hazardous

materials, resettlement, and information disclosure. On the contrary, NDB

does not use the term ‘consent’ in its ESF.

All 9 environmental and social safeguard policies present ways for

complaints and grievances on the project’s environmental and social

performance to be raised. Except the WB SP and NDB ESF, all 6 safeguard

policies refer to the grievance redress mechanism original to the institutions:

“the Bank’s corporate Grievance Redress Service and the World Bank

Inspection Panel (WB, 2017a)”; “ADB adopted a new accountability

mechanism (ADB, 2009)”; “the Compliance Review and Mediation Unit

(CRMU)...the Bank’s Independent Review Mechanism (IRM) (AfDB, 2013)”;

“may also submit complaints to the Bank’s oversight mechanism (AIIB,

2016)”; “the Project Complaint Mechanism (EBRD, 2014)”; “The Complaint

Office (EIB, 2009)”; and “the ICIM (Independent Consultation and

Investigation Mechanism) (IDB, 2010b)” Furthermore, grievance mechanism

is required by the borrowers to be integrated into the project implementation

in WB SP, WB ESF, NDB ESF, ADB SPS, AfDB ISS, AIIB ESF, and

EBRD ESP. Only EIB and IDB do not mention the requirement for a

project-specific grievance mechanism to be implemented by the borrowers.

On the other hand, EIB displays the institution’s regional characteristics by

allowing the affected party to “lodge a complaint concerning

maladministration against the Bank with the European Ombudsman (EO)

(EIB, 2009).”

WB SP further integrates ‘complaint and grievance’ with aspects such as

the Indigenous Peoples Plan, the Indigenous Peoples Planning Framework,
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displaced persons, meaningful consultation, Abbreviated Resettlement Plan,

the resettlement policy framework, and the process framework. Such depth

of integration is also found in WB ESF that incorporates ‘complaint and

grievance’ with topics related to project workers, labor management

procedure, displaced persons, Indigenous Peoples, FI, and stakeholder

engagement. AIIB also deeply associates the topic with labor management,

displaced persons, and Indigenous Peoples.

16) Goal 17: Partnerships for the Goals

As SDG 17 strive to “strengthen the means of implementation and

revitalize the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development (UN, 2015)”,

the term ‘Partnership’ was sought upon amongst the environmental and

social safeguard policies of the MDBs with the results presented in <Table

A-41>. While NDB and AIIB do not explicitly integrate ‘partnership’ in their

safeguard policies, other 7 sets of safeguard policies directly use the term

‘partnership’. The term ‘partnership’ is most commonly used in the context

of Public Private Partnership (PPP) in WB SP, WB ESF, and IDB ESCP

and DRMP. In addition, the partnership with the Borrowers of the financial

institutions is referred to in WB SP, ADB SPS, AfDB ISS, EBRD ESP, and

IDB ESCP. Furthermore, ‘partnership’ with the Indigenous Peoples is also

highlighted in WB ESF and ADB SPS. EIB further integrates ‘partnership’

in the institution’s regional characteristics by associating the term with the

European Principles for the Environment (EPE), EU requirements, and the

EU European Neighbourhood and Partnership Policy.
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17) Summary Results of the Thematic Analysis

Goal Title Theme Dedicated
Level of Thematic Integration No 

MentionHigh Moderate Low

1 No Poverty Poverty IDB

WB SP, WB 
ESF, NDB 
ESF, ADB 
SPS, AfDB 
ISS

AIIB ESF, EBRD 
ESF

EIB ESPS

2 Zero Hunger Agriculture
WB SP, WB 
ESF

AfDB ISS, IDB

NDB ESF, 
ADB SPS, 
AIIB ESF, 
EIB ESPS

3

Good Health 
and 

Well-Being 
for   People

Community 
Health and 

Safety

WB ESF (ESS 4 - Community Health 
and  Safety), EBRD ESP 
(Performance Requirement 4 - 
Health and Safety)

WB SP, 
AfDB ISS, 
AIIB ESF

NDB ESF, ADB 
SPS, EIB ESPS

Reference to 
International 
Standards on 
Health   and 

Safety

WB SP, WB 
ESF, NDB 
ESF, ADB 
SPS, AfDB 
ISS, AIIB 
ESF, EBRD 
ESP, EIB 
ESPS

IDB

4
Quality 

Education
Education IDB

WB ESF, 
ADB SPS, 

WB SP, AfDB 
ISS

NDB ESF

<Table 4-1> Summarized Results of the Comparative Analysis of the Environmental and Social Safeguard

Policies of the Multilateral Development Banks Based on Themes of the Sustainable Development Goals
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Goal Title Theme Dedicated
Level of Thematic Integration No 

MentionHigh Moderate Low

AIIB ESF, 
EBRD ESP, 
EIB ESPS

5
Gender 
Equality

Gender
IDB (Operational Policy on Gender  
Equality in Development)

WB SP, WB 
ESF, NDB ESF, 
ADB SPS, AIIB  
ESF, EBRD ESP

EIB ESPS

6
Clean Water 

and 
Sanitation

Clean Water 
and 

Sanitation

WB ESF (OP 7.50 - Projects on  
International Waterways)

EBRD ESP WB SP
EIB ESPS, NDB 
ESF, ADB SPS, 
IDB

Pollution 
Prevention

WB ESF (ESS 3 - Resource 
Efficiency and  Pollution Prevention 
and Management), AfDB ISS (OS4 - 
Pollution Prevention  and Control, 
Hazardous Materials and Resource 
Efficiency), EBRD ESP (PS 3 -  
Resource Efficiency and Pollution 
Prevention and Control)

WB SP, 
NDB ESF, 
ADB SPS, 
EIB ESPS

AIIB ESF, IDB

7
Affordable   
and Clean 
Energy

Energy
EBRD ESP, 
WB ESF, EIB 
ESPS, IDB

NDB ESF, 
AIIB ESF

ADB SPS, WB 
SP

8

Decent Work 
and 

Economic 
Growth

Labor and 
Working 
Conditions

WB ESF (ESS2 - Labor and Working  
Conditions), EBRD ESP (PR2 - 
Labour and Working Conditions)

NDB ESF, ADB 
SPS

Definition of 
Forced Labor

WB ESF, 
ADB SPS, 
AfDB ISS, 
AIIB ESF

WB SP, 
NDB ESF, 
EIB ESPS, 
IDB

Definition of AIIB ESF WB ESF, WB SP, 
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Goal Title Theme Dedicated
Level of Thematic Integration No 

MentionHigh Moderate Low

Child Labor
AfDB ISS, 
AIIB ESF, 
EBRD ESP

NDB ESF, 
EIB ESPS, 
IDB

Occupational 
Health and 

Safety

WB ESF, 
AfDB ISS

EBRD ESP, 
NDB ESF, IDB

WB SP

9

Industry, 
Innovation 

and 
Infrastructure

Industry, 
Innovation, 

and 
Infrastructure

AIIB ESF, 
EBRD ESP

WB ESF, WB 
SP, ADB SPS, 
AfDB ISS

10
Reduced 

Inequalities

Reduced 
Inequalities

WB ESF, 
IDB, NDB 
ESF, AfDB 
ISS

ADB SPS, EIIB 
ESF, EBRD 
ESP, EIB ESPS

WB SP

Indigenous 
Peoples

WB SP (OP 4.10 - Indigenous 
Peoples, OP  4.10 Annex A - Social 
Assessment, OP 4.10 Annex B - 
Indigenous Peoples Plan,  OP 4.10 
Annex C - Indigenous Peoples 
Planning Framework), WB ESF (ESS 
7 -  Indigenous Peoples/Sub-Saharan 
African Historically Underserved 
Traditional  Local Communities), NDB 
ESF (ESF 3 - Indigenous Peoples), 
ADB SPS (Safeguard  Requirements 3 
– Indigenous Peoples), AIIB ESF 
(Environmental and Social  Standard 
3 – Indigenous Peoples), EBRD ESP 
(Performance Requirement 7 –  
Indigenous Peoples), IDB (Operational 

AfDB ISS, EIB 
ESPS
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Goal Title Theme Dedicated
Level of Thematic Integration No 

MentionHigh Moderate Low

Policy on Indigenous Peoples)
Identification 
Criteria for 
Indigenous 
Peoples

AfDB ISS, 
EIB ESPS

Reference to 
the United 
Nations 

Declaration 
on   the 
Rights of 
Indigenous 
Peoples

ADB SPS, 
EBRD ESP, 
EIB ESPS, 
IDB

WB SP, 
WB ESF, 
NDB ESF, 
AfDB ISS, 
AIIB  ESF

Disability

WB ESF, 
AfDB ISS, 
AIIB ESF, IDB 
OPGED

WB SP, 
NDB ESF, 
ADB SPS, 
EBRD ESP, 
EIB ESPS

Involuntary 
Resettlement

WB SP (OP 4.12 – Involuntary  
Resettlement, OP 4.12 Annex A – 
Involuntary Resettlement 
Instruments), WB ESF  (ESS 5 – Land 
Acquisition, Restrictions on Land Use 
and Involuntary  Resettlement, ESS5 
Annex 1 – Involuntary Resettlement 
Instruments), NDB ESF  (ESS 2 – 
Involuntary Resettlement), ADB SPS 
(SR 2 – Involuntary  Resettlement), 
AfDB ISS (OS 2 – Involuntary 
Resettlement), AIIB ESF (ESS 2 –  

EIB ESPS
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Goal Title Theme Dedicated
Level of Thematic Integration No 

MentionHigh Moderate Low

Involuntary Resettlement), EBRD ESP 
(PR 5 – Land Acquisition, Involuntary  
Resettlement and Economic 
Displacement), IDB (Involuntary 
Resettlement)

Definition of 
Displaced 
Persons

WB SP, ADB 
SPS, AfDB 
ISS, EBRD 
ESP

WB ESF, 
NDB ESF, 
AIIB ESF, 
EIB ESPS, 
IDB

11
Sustainable 
Cities and   

Communities

Sustainable 
Cities and 

Communities
EIB ESPS AIIB ESF

WB SP, 
WB ESF, 
NDB ESF, 
ADB SPS, 
AfDB  ISS, 
EBRD ESP, 
IDB

Cultural 
Heritage

EBRD ESP (PR 8 - Cultural 
Heritage), WB  ESF (ESS 8 - Cultural 
Heritage), WB SP (OP 4.11 - Physical 
Cultural  Resources)

NDB ESF, ADB 
SPS, IDB

Disaster 
Management

IDB (Disaster Risk Management 
Policy)

WB ESF, 
AIIB ESF, 
EBRD ESP

WB SP, 
NDB ESF, 
ADB SPS, 
AfDB ISS, 
EIB  ESPS

12
Responsible 
Consumption 

and   

Responsible 
Consumption 

and 

WB ESF, 
EBRD ESP

WB SP, AIIB 
ESF, EIB ESPS
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Goal Title Theme Dedicated
Level of Thematic Integration No 

MentionHigh Moderate Low

Production

Production

Natural 
Resources

WB ESF (ESS 6 - Biodiversity 
Conservation  and Sustainable 
Management of Living Natural 
Resources), EBRD ESP (PR 6 -  
Biodiversity Conservation and 
Sustainable Management of Living 
Natural  Resources)

WB SP, AIIB 
ESF, IDB

NDB ESF, EIB 
ESPS

Exclusion List

NDB ESF (Annex 1. Environmental 
and  Social Exclusion List), ADB SPS 
(Appx 5. ADB Prohibited Investment 
Activities  List), AfDB ISS (Definition 
of goods harmful to the environment 
in negative  list), AIIB ESF 
(Environmental and Social Exclusion 
List), EBRD ESPS (Appx 1.  EBRD 
Environmental and Social Exclusion 
List)

WB SP, 
WB ESF, 
EIB ESPS, 
IDB

13
Climate 
Action

Climate 
Change

WB ESF, 
AfDB ISS, EIB 
ESPS

ADB SPS, IDB, 
WB SP

Greenhouse 
Gas

EIB ESPS WB ESF
WB SP, NDB 
ESF, IDB

14&
15

Life Below 
Water & 
Life on   
Land

Marine and 
Aquatic Life

WB ESF, IDB
NDB ESF, ADB 
SPS, AIIB ESF, 
WB SP

AfDB ISS

Terrestrial 
Life

WB SP, WB 
ESF, AIIB 
ESF, EBRD 

NDB ESF, ADB 
SPS, AfDB ISS, 
EIB ESPS
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Goal Title Theme Dedicated
Level of Thematic Integration No 

MentionHigh Moderate Low

ESP, IDB

Biodiversity

AfDB ISS (OS 3 – Biodiversity, 
Renewable  Resources and 
Ecosystem Services), EBRD ESP (PR 
6 – Biodiversity Conservation  and 
Sustainable Management of Living 
Natural Resources), WB ESF (ESS 6 –  
Biodiversity Conservation and 
Sustainable Management of Living 
Natural  Resources)

WB SP, ADB 
SPS, IDB

Ecosystem 
Services

AfDB ISS (OS 3 – Biodiversity, 
Renewable  Resources and 
Ecosystem Services)

WB ESF
ADB SPS, AIIB 
ESF

WB SP, 
NDB ESF, 
EBRD ESP

Definition of 
Various 
Habitats

WB ESF, ADB SPS, AfDB ISS
WB SP, NDB 
ESF, AIIB 
ESF, IDB

EBRD ESP, 
EIB ESPS

Mitigation 
Measures for 

Various 
Habitats

AfDB ISS
WB ESF, 
ADB SPS, WB 
SP, IDB

EBRD ESP, 
EIB ESPS, 
NDB ESF, 
AIIB ESF

16

Peace, 
Justice and 

Strong   
Institutions

Peace, 
Justice, and 

Strong 
Institutions

WB ESF, 
ADB SPS, 
AfDB ISS, EIB 
ESPS, IDB

EBRD ESP, WB 
SP

NDB ESF

Consent
WB ESF, 
EBRD SPS, 
EIB ESPS

AIIB ESF
ADB SPS, IDB, 
WB SP, AfDB 
ISS

NDB ESF

Complaint 
and 

WB ESF, 
ADB SPS, 

WB SP, 
NDB ESF, 
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Goal Title Theme Dedicated
Level of Thematic Integration No 

MentionHigh Moderate Low

Grievance
AfDB ISS, 
AIIB ESF, 
EBRD  ESP

EIB ESPS, 
IDB

17
Partnerships 
for the Goals

Partnership
WB SP, WB 
ESF, ADB 
SPS, IDB

AfDB ISS, 
EBRD ESP, 
EIB

AIIB ESF
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2. Keyword Consistency Analysis

Keyword consistency analysis investigated on the joint frequency

amongst the 9 sets of environmental and social safeguard policies of the

MDBs and the joint frequency between each set of safeguard policies and

the Transforming our World – The 2020 Agenda for Sustainable

Development (UN, 2015). Joint frequency was represented by the number of

word types used in both documents under investigation.

The joint frequency results amongst the 9 sets of safeguard policies are

presented in <Table 4-1>. The results do not apply to a pair of safeguard

policies comprised of the same document. Therefore, the analysis only

calculates the joint frequency of a set of safeguard policies onto another one

except itself.

WB (SP) WB (ESF) NDB ADB AfDB AIIB EBRD EIB IDB
WB 
(SP)

N/A 2,133 983 1,815 1,640 1,528 1,627 1,221 1,527

WB 
(ESF)

2,133 N/A 1,083 2,097 2,019 1,873 2,177 1,448 1,761

NDB 983 1,083 N/A 1,088 1,002 1,115 1,032 821 963

ADB 1,815 2,097 1,088 N/A 1,868 1,701 1,857 1,368 1,694
AfDB 1,640 2,019 1,002 1,868 N/A 1,577 1,842 1,371 1,607

AIIB 1,528 1,873 1,115 1,701 1,577 N/A 1,663 1,176 1,404
EBRD 1,627 2,177 1,032 1,857 1,842 1,663 N/A 1,393 1,613

EIB 1,221 1,448 821 1,368 1,371 1,176 1,393 N/A 1,284
IDB 1,527 1,761 963 1,694 1,607 1,404 1,613 1,284 N/A

<Table 4-2> Joint Frequency Among Safeguard Policies of the

Multilateral Development Banks
(Unit: Number of Word Types)

The joint frequency between WB ESF and EBRD is the highest among

all the joint frequency found in all pairs of safeguard policies. This reveals

that the similarity between WB ESF and EBRD is the strongest among all

the similarities compared amongst the pairs of the 9 safeguard policies. The

joint frequency between NDB ESF and EIB ESPS is the lowest among all

calculated joint frequency. This shows that among the 9 safeguard policies,

NDB ESF and EIB ESPS are the two least similar in content.
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As a document can refer to an existing document in its process of

formulation, the established date of the current policies further can be

incorporated into the interpretation of the joint frequency data. For example,

as the WB SP displays the highest joint frequency with the ADB SPS

among the safeguard policies established later than the current WB SP, the

process of revising or formulating the WB SP has likely consulted the ADB

SPS the most. Similarly, the WB ESF likely have referred to the EBRD the

most during its synthesis process. The joint frequencies of the pairs of the

safeguard policies further reveal that NDB ESF most consulted the AIIB

ESF, and the AfDB ISS most referred to the ADB SPS. Furthermore, the

AIIB ESF most referred to the WB ESF and the ADB SPS, and the EBRD

most consulted the ADB SPS. The ADB SPS, EIB ESPS, and the IDB

safeguard policies have the earliest establishment date. Therefore, the three

safeguard policies would have consulted the past safeguard policies of other

MDBs.

Order by Highest Joint Frequency
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

WB 
(SP)

WB (ESF) ADB AfDB EBRD AIIB IDB EIB NDB
2,133 1,815 1,640 1,627 1,528 1,527 1,221 983

WB 
(ESF)

EBRD WB (SP) ADB AfDB AIIB IDB EIB NDB
2,177 2,133 2,097 2,019 1,873 1,761 1,448 1,083

NDB
AIIB ADB WB (ESF) EBRD AfDB WB1 IDB EIB
1,115 1,088 1,083 1,032 1,002 983 963 821

ADB
WB (ESF) AfDB EBRD WB (SP) AIIB IDB EIB NDB
2,097 1,868 1,857 1,815 1,701 1,694 1,368 1,088

AfDB
WB (ESF) ADB EBRD WB (SP) IDB AIIB EIB NDB
2,019 1,868 1,842 1,640 1,607 1,577 1,371 1,002

AIIB
WB (ESF) ADB EBRD AfDB WB (SP) IDB EIB NDB
1,873 1,701 1,663 1,577 1,528 1,404 1,176 1,115

EBRD
WB (ESF) ADB AfDB AIIB WB (SP) IDB EIB NDB
2,177 1,857 1,842 1,663 1,627 1,613 1,393 1,032

EIB
WB (ESF) EBRD AfDB ADB IDB WB 

(SP)
AIIB NDB

1,448 1,393 1,371 1,368 1,284 1,221 1,176 821

IDB
WB (ESF) ADB EBRD AfDB WB (SP) AIIB EIB NDB
1,761 1,694 1,613 1,607 1,527 1,404 1,284 963

<Table 4-3> Safeguard Polices and Joint Frequency by Order of
Similarity

(Unit: Number of Word Types)
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Upon analyzing the quantitative data representing the integration of the

SDGs in the 9 safeguard policies of the MDBs, the keyword characteristics

of the Transforming our World – The 2020 Agenda for Sustainable

Development (UN, 2015) was studied before using the document as a

reference corpus for keyword consistency analysis. The document

establishing the 17 SDGs is composed of 1,386 word types with a total word

count of 14,920. The most frequent word is ‘develop’ with a word count of

361. Amongst the top 30 most frequent words, action verbs (develop,

sustain, includ, implement, support, ensure, promot, access, achiev) are most

numerous, followed by general words (intern, level, least, particular, inclus,

resourc) and action-related words (goal, agenda, action, polici, unit, target).

In addition, country-related words (countri, nation, global, world, state) and

social-related words (econom, technolog, human, peopl) are also observed.

No environment-specific words were included on the list of top 30 frequent

words.

Rank Word Count Rank Word Count Rank Word Count
1 develop 361 11 intern 65 21 polici 48

2 sustain 201 12 econom 60 22 achiev 47
3 countri 193 13 level 60 23 unit 46

4 nation 121 14 ensur 57 24 world 46
5 includ 120 15 promot 57 25 inclus 45

6 goal 103 16 access 56 26 resourc 45
7 global 82 17 technolog 53 27 target 44

8 implement 77 18 least 50 28 human 42
9 agenda 68 19 action 48 29 peopl 42

10 support 67 20 particular 48 30 state 41

<Table 4-4> List of Top 30 Frequent Words of the Transforming our

World - The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (UN, 2015)

The status of the joint frequency results between each set of safeguard

policies and the Transforming our World (UN, 2015) reveal that the

document has the highest joint frequency with the WB ESF and the lowest

with the NDB ESF. Therefore, the word list of the Transforming our World

(UN, 2015) is the most similar to that of the WB ESF and the most

different from that of the NDB ESF among the 9 safeguard policies. This

could represent that the 17 SDGs are best integrated into the WB ESF and
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least incorporated in the NDB ESF when compared to the depth of

integration of the 17 SDGs in other safeguard policies.

Order by Highest Joint Frequency
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

UN 
(2015)

WB (ESF) AfDB ADB EBRD IDB WB (SP) EIB AIIB NDB
1,229 1,164 1,153 1,151 1,133 1,004 992 978 695

<Table 4-5> Safeguard Policies and Joint Frequency by Order of

Similarity to the Transforming our World (UN, 2015)
(Unit: Number of Word Types)

As per the established date of the current safeguard policies, only the

WB ESF, NDB ESF, and AIIB ESF among the 9 safeguard policies were

written after the disclosure of the Transforming our World (UN, 2015). Such

timeline suggest that the 17 SDGs may have been consulted during the

writing and revising process of the WB ESF, NDB ESF, and AIIB ESF.

The joint frequency then further reveals that WB ESF most deeply and the

AIIB ESF most slightly incorporated the 17 SDGs in its safeguard policies.

On the other side, the Transforming our World (UN, 2015) may have

incorporated previously existing safeguard policies of the MDBs. In this

context, the 17 SDGs most consulted the EBRD ESP and the ADB SPS

during its formulation.
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V. Conclusion

1. Differences in Thematic Integration

The 9 environmental and social safeguard policies of the 8 Multilateral

Development Banks differ in their integration of the 17 Sustainable

Development Goals and related themes.

Under themes such as ‘energy’, ‘climate change’, and ‘complaint and

grievance’, the depth of the incorporation of the themes amongst the 9

environmental and social safeguard policies vary to a lesser extent. Although

EBRD ESP most actively incorporates the topic of ‘energy’ in its safeguard

policies, all 9 safeguard policies integrate the topic into project-related

aspects. Similarly, all 9 safeguard policies associate ‘climate change’ into

their safeguard policies with WB ESF displaying the most depth and ADB

SPS showing the most limited integration. Moreover, the integration of

‘complaint and grievances’ with the 9 safeguard policies also appears

consistent as all frameworks refer to a window for grievances to be raised.

On the other hand, themes such as ‘disaster management’ and

‘ecosystems services’ displayed a high variation in the depth of the thematic

integration amongst the 9 safeguard policies. The variation ranged from

having a separate and dedicated section for the topic to having no mention

of the theme throughout the framework. For example, IDB displayed

enhanced depth in its incorporation of the theme ‘disaster management’ by

having an independent and dedicated document, ‘Inter-American Development

Bank Disaster Risk Management Policy (IDB, 2007)’. IDB further integrated

the theme amongst 3 other aspects such as environmental sustainability,

involuntary physical displacement, and colonization schemes. While WB ESF,

AIIB ESF, and EBRD ESP incorporated the topic into their safeguard

policies, no separate section was dedicated to it. Further observations

revealed that WB SP, NDB ESF, ADB SPS, AfDB ISS, and EIB ESPS
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present no mention of ‘disaster’ in their environmental and social safeguard

policies. Similar variation was present with the incorporation of ‘ecosystem

services’ among the 9 safeguard policies. AfDB ISS had a separate section

on ‘OS 3 – Biodiversity, Renewable Resources and Ecosystem Service’

dedicated to the topic while further integrating the theme with the objectives

of the Integrated Safeguard System (AfDB, 2013) to incorporate ‘emerging

issues’. Although having no separate section for ‘ecosystem services’, WB

ESF also well integrates ‘ecosystem services’ with 8 other aspects such as

conservation, due diligence, environmental risks and impacts, environmental

and social assessment, community health and safety, climate change,

mitigation measures, and biodiversity. Other safeguard policies of the ADB

and AIIB only mentions ‘ecosystem services’ once in their safeguard policies,

while that of WB (SP), NDB, and EBRD do not mention the term.

Furthermore, the variation in the incorporation of a theme amongst the 9

safeguard policies also depended on the absence or the presence of the topic.

For example, the definition of ‘forced labor’ was identical throughout the

environmental frameworks of the WB (ESF), ADB, AfDB, AIIB, and EBRD.

WB (SP), NDB, EIB, and IDB did not present the definition of ‘forced labor’

within their safeguard policies. ‘Disability’ was incorporated in the WB ESF,

AfDB ISS, AIIB ESF, and IDB OPGED on a similar depth of integration,

while WB SP, NDB ESF, ADB SPS, EBRD ESP, and EIB ESPS did not

present any mentions on the theme.

Moreover, the 9 sets of environmental and social safeguard policies

displayed regional characteristics in various themes related to the Sustainable

Development Goals. The regional characteristics were stronger in the

safeguard policies of the European MDBs: EBRD and EIB. For ‘Reference to

International Standards on Health and Safety’ of the SDG, the EBRD ESP

incorporated the EU Occupational Health and Safety standards. For the same

theme, the EIB ESPS referred to the EU 6th Environmental Action Program,

EU Urban and Public Health Strategies. In relation to the ‘Occupational

Health and Safety’ of the SDG 8, the EBRD ESP further referred to the EU

Occupational Health and Safety standards. EIB also highlighted its regional
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characteristics throughout its ESPS by associating the European Climate

Change Program, the European Union Action Plan on Climate Change and

Development, and the EU climate change policy with ‘climate change’, by

integrating ‘complaint and grievances’ with the European Ombudsman, and

by incorporating ‘partnership’ with the European Principles for the

Environment, EU requirements, EU European Neighbourhood and Partnership

Policy. In addition, IDB also emphasized its regional characteristics in the

‘Identification Criteria for Indigenous Peoples’ in relation to the SDG 10: “(i)

they are descendants from populations inhabiting Latin America and the

Caribbean at the time of the conquest or colonization; (ii) irrespective of

their legal status or current residence, they retain some or all of their own

social, economic, political, linguistic and cultural institutions and practices;

and (iii) they recognize themselves as belonging to indigenous or

pre-colonial cultures or peoples (IDB, 2010a).”

In addition, the thematic integration among the 9 sets of safeguard

policies in this study uncovered that the recentness of the established date

of the safeguard policies did not ensure the increase in the breadth and

depth of thematic comprehension. Such trend was observable in the number

of dedicated sections, the number of absent themes, and the joint frequency

to the Transforming our World (UN, 2015) of the three safeguard policies

that were established at the latest date: the Environment and Social

Framework of the World Bank established in August 201651), the

Environment and Social Framework of the New Development Bank

established in March 2016, and the Environmental and Social Framework of

the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank established in February 2016.

Although the number of themes with dedicated sections was highest at 8

in the WB ESF, the number was equivalently similar to that of EBRD ESP

(8) and AfDB ISS (7) established in 2014 and 2013 respectively. In addition,

WB ESF displayed no mentions on 4 themes (SDG 10: Definition of

51) World Bank, The New Environmental and Social Framework,
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2016/08/05/the-new-environmental
-and-social-framework3
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Displaced Persons; SDG 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities; SDG 11:

Disaster Management SDG; 12: Exclusion List). Such number was higher

than that of EBRD, established in 2014. The EBRD ESP only lacked context

on 3 themes such as SDG 2: Agriculture, SDG 10: Definition of Displaced

Persons, and SDG 17: Partnership. This suggests that the breadth of

thematic coverage of the WB ESF is more limited than that of the EBRD

ESP.

Similarly, NDB and AIIB portrayed less number of dedicated sections and

more number of themes not incorporated into their safeguard policies

compared to that of the documents established at an earlier date. NDB and

AIIB both have 3 sections dedicated to the themes of this study. Such

number of dedicated sections is less than that of ADB SPS, AfDB ISS,

EBRD ESP, and IDB. ADB SPS, established in 2009, has 4 sections

dedicated to the themes considered in this study, AfDB ISS (established in

2013) has 7 sections, EBRD ESP (established in 2014) has 8 sections, and

IDB with the newest document established in 2007 has 4 separate documents

dedicated to different themes selected for the comparative analysis in this

study. Furthermore, NDB has 10 themes absent from its thematic coverage,

displaying a lack of breadth in integration compared to 5 safeguard policies

(WB SP, ADB SPS, AfDB ISS, EBRD ESP, and IDB) that were established

earlier than NDB ESF.

In addition, the joint frequencies of the AIIB ESF and the NDB ESF to

the Transforming our World (UN, 2015) are 987 and 695 correspondingly.

The two ranked the lowest in the joint frequency, therefore displaying the

two of the three latest established safeguard policies to be the least similar

to the document presenting the 17 Sustainable Development Goals.

On the other hand, the sets of environmental and social safeguard

policies displayed a generally positive correlation in the level of thematic

integration of the Sustainable Development Goals with the total volume of

operations and the number of member countries.



- 113 -

2. Implications for Gap Closure

An interpretation of the results of the comparative analysis focused on

the two safeguard policies of the World Bank helps identify multiple

measures that can be used to enhance the depth of thematic integration in a

set of environmental and social safeguard policies. On August 2016, the

Board of Directors of the World Bank approved of the Environmental and

Safeguard Framework, replacing the Safeguard Policies. One of the

objectives of such revision to the environmental and social safeguard policies

of the organization is to “respond to new and varied development demands

and challenges that have arisen over time.52)” In relation to the thematic

coverage of this study, the revision from the SP to the ESF allowed the

WB’s safeguard policies to achieve an increase in the number of sectors

dedicated to a specific theme, a decrease in the number of unattended

themes, and an increase in the joint frequency with the Transforming our

World (UN, 2015).

The measures taken to strengthen thematic integration included an

enhancement of the thematic integration, additional organization of a separate

section dedicated to a specific theme, including new themes, and further

establishing original definitions. First, the WB ESF enhanced the depth of

thematic integration in the topics such as ‘Cultural Heritage’ of SDG 11,

‘Climate Change’ of SDG 13, and ‘Complaint and Grievance’ of SDG 16 that

existed in the WB SP. For example, both WB SP and WB ESF dedicate a

separate section on cultural heritage; the WB ESF has ESS 8 – Cultural

Heritage while the WB SP has OP 4.11 – Physical Cultural Resources. In

addition to the separate section dedicated to cultural heritage, WB SP

integrated the theme with private sector projects. The WB ESF enhanced

this part of integration, further incorporating the theme into its ESP, ESS1,

ESS7, ESS9, and OP4.03 with aspects such as due diligence, environmental

52) World Bank, The New Environmental and Social Framework,
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2016/08/05/the-new-environmental
-and-social-framework
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and social assessment, project scoping, Cultural Heritage Management Plan,

Environmental and Social Management Plan, Indigenous Peoples, consultation,

FI, resettlement, and private sector projects. Second, the WB ESF enhanced

the incorporation of themes such as ‘Natural Resources’ of the SDG 12 and

‘Biodiversity’ of the SDG 14 and 15 that were already existing within the

WB SP by establishing separate sections dedicated to each theme. The WB

ESF newly established the ‘ESS 6 - Biodiversity Conservation and

Sustainable Management of Living Natural Resources’ for ‘Natural

Resources’ and the ‘ESS 6 – Biodiversity Conservation and Sustainable

Management of Living Natural Resources’ for ‘Biodiversity’. Third, new

themes were introduced to the WB ESF compared to the contents of the

WB SP. The newly incorporated themes include ‘Affordable and Clean

Energy’ of the SDG 7, ‘Occupational Health and Safety’ of the SDG 8,

‘Reduced Inequalities’ of the SDG 10, ‘Disability’ of the SDG 10, ‘Disaster

Management’ of the SDG 11, ‘Responsible Consumption and Production’ of

the SDG 12, ‘Greenhouse Gas’ of the SDG 13, and ‘Ecosystem Services’ of

the SDGs 14&15. Lastly, definitions of new terms such as ‘Forced Labor’

and ‘Child Labor’ in relation to SDG 8 were established.

Through implementing abovementioned measures, the WB’s environmental

and social safeguard policies increased in the number of separate sections

dedicated to the SDGs-related themes from 2 (SDG 10: Indigenous Peoples,

SDG 10: Involuntary Resettlement) to 10 (SDG 3: Community Health and

Safety, SDG 6: Clean Water and Sanitation, SDG 6: Pollution Prevention,

SDG 8: Labor and Working Conditions, SDG 10: Indigenous Peoples, SDG

10: Involuntary Resettlement, SDG 11: Cultural Heritage, SDG 12: Natural

Resources, SDG 14&15: Biodiversity, SDG 14&15: Definition of Various

Habitats). In addition, it decreased the number of unmentioned themes from

9 (SDG 8: Definition of Forced Labor, SDG 8: Definition of Child Labor,

SDG 8: Occupational Health and Safety, SDG 10: Reduced Inequalities, SDG

10: Disability, SDG 11: Sustainable Cities and Communities, SDG 11:

Disaster Management, SDG 12: Exclusion List, SDG 14&15: Ecosystem

Services) to 4 (SDG 10: Definition of Displaced Persons, SDG 11:
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Sustainable Cities and Communities, SDG 11: Disaster Management, SDG 12:

Exclusion List). Moreover, it increased the joint frequency with the

Transforming our World (UN, 2015) from 1,004 to 1,229, ranking the highest

among the 9 safeguard policies analyzed in this study.

In the regime of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the EIB ESPS

still refers to the old regime of Millenium Development Goals (MDGs): “The

approach of the Bank reflects, respectively, its contribution to the UN

Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the UN

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), as well as to the attainment of

the UN Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), particularly MDG 7 to

ensure environmental sustainability...The degradation of ecosystems and the

erosion of their associated biological diversity are barriers to achieving the

MDGs (EIB, 2009).” The revision of the EIB ESPS seems due as it has

been over three years since the disclosure of the Transforming our World

(UN, 2015) and the 17 SDGs. In addition, the ADB SPS was established

nine (9) years ago, highlighting the call for an update of the policies.

<Table 5-1> can be taken into account during the revision and update

process of the environmental and social safeguard policies of the MDBs

including EIB and ADB.

MDB Strength Weakness

WB 
(SP)

Ÿ SDG 10: Indigenous Peoples
Ÿ SDG 10: Involuntary 

Resettlement

Ÿ SDG 8: Definition of Forced Labor
Ÿ SDG 8: Definition of Child Labor
Ÿ SDG 8: Occupational Health and Safety
Ÿ SDG 10: Reduced Inequalities
Ÿ SDG 10: Disability
Ÿ SDG 11: Sustainable Cities and 

Communities
Ÿ SDG 11: Disaster Management
Ÿ SDG 12: Exclusion List
Ÿ SDG 14&15: Ecosystem Services

<Table 5-1> Thematic Strengths and Weaknesses of the Environmental

and Social Safeguard Policies of the MDBs Based on the 17 SDGs and
Related Themes
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MDB Strength Weakness

WB 
(ESF)

Ÿ SDG 3: Community Health and 
Safety

Ÿ SDG 6: Clean Water and 
Sanitation

Ÿ SDG 6: Pollution Prevention
Ÿ SDG 8: Labor and Working 

Conditions
Ÿ SDG 10: Indigenous Peoples
Ÿ SDG 10: Involuntary 

Resettlement
Ÿ SDG 11: Cultural Heritage
Ÿ SDG 12: Natural Resources
Ÿ SDG 14&15: Biodiversity
Ÿ SDG 14&15: Definition of 

Various Habitats

Ÿ SDG 10: Definition of Displaced 
Persons

Ÿ SDG 11: Sustainable Cities and 
Communities

Ÿ SDG 11: Disaster Management
Ÿ SDG 12: Exclusion List

NDB

Ÿ SDG 10: Indigenous Peoples
Ÿ SDG 10: Involuntary 

Resettlement
Ÿ SDG 12: Exclusion List

Ÿ SDG 2: Agriculture
Ÿ SDG 4: Education
Ÿ SDG 8: Definition of Forced Labor
Ÿ SDG 8: Definition of Child Labor
Ÿ SDG 10: Disability
Ÿ SDG 10: Definition of Displaced 

Persons
Ÿ SDG 11: Sustainable Cities and 

Communities
Ÿ SDG 14&15: Ecosystem Services
Ÿ SDG 16: Peace, Justice, and Strong 

Institutions
Ÿ SDG 16: Consent

ADB

Ÿ SDG 10: Indigenous Peoples
Ÿ SDG 10: Involuntary 

Resettlement
Ÿ SDG 12: Exclusion List
Ÿ SDG 14&15: Definition of 

Various Habitats

Ÿ SDG 2: Agriculture
Ÿ SDG 10: Disability
Ÿ SDG 11: Sustainable Cities and 

Communities
Ÿ SDG 11: Disaster Management

AfDB

Ÿ SDG 6: Pollution Prevention
Ÿ SDG 10: Involuntary 

Resettlement
Ÿ SDG 12: Exclusion List
Ÿ SDG 14&15: Biodiversity
Ÿ SDG 14&15: Ecosystem Services
Ÿ SDG 14&15: Definition of 

Various Habitats
Ÿ SDG 14&15: Mitigation Measures 

for Various Habitats

Ÿ SDG 10: Identification Criteria for 
Indigenous Peoples

Ÿ SDG 11: Sustainable Cities and 
Communities

Ÿ SDG 11: Disaster Management
Ÿ SDG 14: Marine and Aquatic Life
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MDB Strength Weakness

AIIB
Ÿ SDG 8: Definition of Child Labor
Ÿ SDG 10: Indigenous Peoples
Ÿ SDG 12: Exclusion List

Ÿ SDG 2: Agriculture
Ÿ SDG 10: Definition of Displaced 

Persons
Ÿ SDG 17: Partnership

EBRD

Ÿ SDG 6: Pollution Prevention
Ÿ SDG 8: Labor and Working 

Conditions
Ÿ SDG 10: Indigenous Peoples
Ÿ SDG 10: Involuntary 

Resettlement
Ÿ SDG 11: Cultural Heritage
Ÿ SDG 12: Natural Resources
Ÿ SDG 12: Exclusion List
Ÿ SDG 14&15: Biodiversity

Ÿ SDG 2: Agriculture
Ÿ SDG 10: Definition of Displaced 

Persons
Ÿ SDG 17: Partnership

EIB

Ÿ SDG 1: Poverty
Ÿ SDG 2: Agriculture
Ÿ SDG 5: Gender
Ÿ SDG 8: Definition of Forced Labor
Ÿ SDG 8: Definition of Child Labor
Ÿ SDG 10: Identification Criteria for 

Indigenous Peoples
Ÿ SDG 10: Disability
Ÿ SDG 10: Definition of Displaced 

Persons
Ÿ SDG 11: Disaster Management
Ÿ SDG 12: Exclusion List

IDB

Ÿ SDG 5: Gender
Ÿ SDG 10: Indigenous Peoples
Ÿ SDG 10: Involuntary 

Resettlement
Ÿ SDG 11: Disaster Management

Ÿ SDG 3: Reference to International 
Standards on Health and Safety

Ÿ SDG 8: Definition of Forced Labor
Ÿ SDG 8: Definition of Child Labor
Ÿ SDG 10: Definition of Displaced 

Persons
Ÿ SDG 11: Sustainable Cities and 

Communities
Ÿ SDG 12: Exclusion List
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[Appendix A] Comparison of the

Environmental and Social Safeguard Policies

of the Multilateral Development Banks by

the Sustainable Development Goals

1. Goal 1: No Poverty

Policy Reference/Content

WB1

Ÿ OP4.10 Para1: “This policy contributes to the Bank's mission of poverty 
reduction and sustainable development by ensuring that the development 
process fully respects the dignity, human rights, economies, and cultures of 
Indigenous Peoples.”
Ÿ OP4.10 Para22: “In furtherance of the objectives of this policy, the Bank 
may, at a member country’s request, support the country in its development 
planning and poverty reduction strategies by providing financial assistance for 
a variety of initiatives designed to: …(b) make the development process more 
inclusive of Indigenous Peoples by incorporating their perspectives in the 
design of development programs and poverty reduction strategies…”
Ÿ OP4.12 Para8: “To achieve the objectives of this policy, particular 
attention is paid to the needs of vulnerable groups among those displaced, 
especially those below the poverty line…who may not be protected through 
national land compensation legislation.”
Ÿ OP4.36 Para1: “The management, conservation, and sustainable 
development of forest ecosystems and their associated resources are essential 
for lasting poverty reduction and sustainable development, whether located in 
countries with abundant forests or in those with depleted or naturally limited 
forest resources. The objective of this policy is to assist borrowers to harness 
the potential of forests to reduce poverty in a sustainable manner, integrate 
forests effectively into sustainable economic development, and protect the 
vital local and global environmental services and values of forests.”
Ÿ OP4.36 Para14: “For projects involving the management of forests 
proposed for Bank financing, the borrower furnishes the Bank with relevant 
information on the forest sector concerning the borrower's overall policy 
framework, national legislation, institutional capabilities, and the poverty, 
social, economic, or environmental issues related to forests. … Preference is 
given to small-scale, community-level management approaches where they 
best harness the potential of forests to reduce poverty in a sustainable 
manner.”

WB2
Ÿ Overview Para1: “The World Bank Environmental and Social Framework 
sets out the World Bank’s commitment to sustainable development, through a 
Bank Policy and a set of Environmental and Social Standards that are designed 

<Table A-1> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and Social

Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on ‘Poverty’
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Policy Reference/Content

to support Borrowers’ projects, with the aim of ending extreme poverty and 
promoting shared prosperity.”
Ÿ Overview Para4: “The Bank believes that the application of these 
standards, by focusing on the identification and management of environmental 
and social risks, will support Borrowers in their goal to reduce poverty and 
increase prosperity in a sustainable manner for the benefit of the 
environment and their citizens…”
Ÿ Vision Para2: “…The World Bank is committed to supporting its client 
countries to manage their economies, to decarbonize and invest in resilience, 
while ending poverty and boosting shared prosperity…”
Ÿ ESS2 Para1: “ESS2 recognizes the importance of employment creation and 
income generation in the pursuit of poverty reduction and inclusive economic 
growth...”
Ÿ ESS7 Para2: “ESS7 contributes to poverty reduction and sustainable 
development by ensuring that projects supported by the Bank enhance 
opportunities for Indigenous Peoples…to participate in, and benefit from, the 
development process in ways that do not threaten their unique cultural 
identities and well-being…”
Ÿ ESS7 Para2: “ESS9 recognizes that strong domestic capital and financial 
markets and access to finance are important for economic development, 
growth and poverty reduction…”

NDB

Ÿ ESP Para22 Fn3: “Vulnerable groups here refer to peoples that may be 
more adversely affected than others by the project and have limited ability to 
take benefits of the project…people below poverty line…”
Ÿ ESS2 Para3: “Meaningful consultation - Pay particular attention to the 
needs of those below the poverty line, the landless, the elderly, women and 
children, and other vulnerable people and those without legal title to land and 
ensure their participation in consultations.”

ADB

Ÿ SPS Para12: “…ADB will transform itself to meet the challenges while 
remaining dedicated to its overarching goal: reducing poverty in the Asia and 
Pacific region.”
Ÿ SPS Para27: “…ADB's Environment Policy contains five main elements: (i) 
promoting environmental interventions to reduce poverty…”
Ÿ SPS Para42: “ADB affirms that environmental and social sustainability is a 
cornerstone of economic growth and poverty reduction in Asia and the 
Pacific.”
Ÿ SR2 Para28: “The borrower/client will pay particular attention to the need 
of disadvantaged or vulnerable groups, especially those below the poverty lin
e…”
Ÿ SR3 Para37: “…developing member countries can ask ADB to support 
them in their development planning and poverty reduction strategies by…”
Ÿ Appx6 Para1: “The ADB's safeguard policy is central to achieving social 
and environmental sustainability of project and poverty reduction, which are 
major development goals of ADB.”

AfDB

Ÿ Executive Summary p.3: “Environmental and social sustainability is key to 
economic growth and poverty reduction in Africa.”
Ÿ PartII p.17: “The Bank recognises that poverty, ecological degradation and 
gender inequalities are often strongly interrelated…Bank pays special attention 
to reducing gender inequality and poverty…”
Ÿ PartIII OS1 p.26: “Depending on the specific context of the project, 
vulnerable groups may thus include female-headed households, those below 
the poverty line...”
Ÿ PartIII OS4 p.46: “…the borrower or client…assesses the following: …
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Policy Reference/Content

surrounding communities and poverty conditions…”
Ÿ PartIII OS5 p.49: “Labour is one of a country's most important assets in 
the pursuit of poverty reduction and economic growth…”

AIIB

Ÿ ESS2 Para4: “Requirements. The Client is required to undertake the 
following actions in relation to the Project: … Consultations … Pay particular 
attention to the needs of vulnerable groups, especially those below the 
poverty line, the landless, the elderly…”

EBRD

Ÿ ESP Para11 Fn8: “Vulnerable individuals and/or groups may also include, 
but not be limited to, people living below the poverty line, the landless, the 
elderly, women and children headed households…who may not be protected 
through national legislation and/or international law.”
Ÿ PR1 Para18 Fn7: “Vulnerable individuals and/or groups may also include, 
but not be limited to, people living below the poverty line, the landless, the 
elderly, women and children headed households…who may not be protected 
through national legislation and/or international law.”
Ÿ PR5 Para12 Fn11: “Vulnerable individuals and/or groups may also include, 
but not be limited to, people living below the poverty line, the landless, the 
elderly, women and children headed households…who may not be protected 
through national legislation and/or international law.”

EIB Ÿ None

IDB

Ÿ ESCP Para1.1: “…the 1994 Eighth Replenishment of Resources declared 
the Environment, together with poverty reduction and social equity as priority 
areas for Bank support…”
Ÿ ESCP Para1.2: “…the Bank’s Environment Strategy was developed to 
support the Bank’s two overarching objectives: achieving sustainable 
economic growth and reducing poverty and inequality.”
Ÿ ESCP Para1.3: “This Policy also considers the links that exist between 
poverty and environmental management…”
Ÿ ESCP Para3.1: “The goal of this Policy is to advance the Bank’s mission 
in Latin America and the Caribbean toward achieving sustainable economic 
growth and poverty reduction goals consistent with long term environmental 
sustainability.”
Ÿ ESCP Para4.5: “Country-level environmental analysis…will consider 
relevant aspects such as: (i) the identification and analysis of environmental 
priority issues and opportunities across sectors, including their links to social 
and economic drivers, and poverty reduction objectives, as well as their 
regional and global implications…”
Ÿ OPIP Section1 p.17: “The Bank began then to recognize the correlation 
between indigenous peoples and poverty levels, the potential of indigenous 
peoples’ cultural and natural heritage for their own development and for the 
development of society as a whole, and the importance of building indigenous 
issues into Bank policies, programs, and projects”
Ÿ OPGED Para1.1: “Gender equality contributes to poverty reduction and 
results in higher levels of human capital for future generations…”
Ÿ OPGED Para4.11: “To promote equal access to and the effective delivery 
of project benefits, the Bank will take into account the analytical and 
operational implications of the following considerations, among others: (a) The 
human life cycle...to prevent an accumulation of gender inequalities and 
poverty over the course of people’s lives…”
Ÿ DRMP Section1 p.1: “…The Bank acknowledges that development 
processes such as rapid urbanization and environmental degradation may 
influence vulnerability to natural hazards and that vulnerability is often gender 
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Policy Reference/Content

and poverty specific.”
Ÿ DRMP Section3 p.2: “When high frequency/low consequence hazards…are 
poorly managed they can have significant cumulative impacts on a country’s 
efforts to reduce poverty and attain social equity objectives, as well as on its 
economic development.”

*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB
(1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)

Policy Reference/Content

WB1

Ÿ OP4.01 AnnexA Para6: “Project area of influence - The area likely to be 
affected by the project, including all its ancillary aspects, such as power 
transmission corridors, pipelines, canals, tunnels, relocation and access roads, 
borrow and disposal areas, and construction camps, as well as unplanned 
developments induced by the project (e.g., spontaneous settlement, logging, or 
shifting agriculture along access roads). The area of influence may include, 
for example,…(f) areas used for livelihood activities (hunting, fishing, grazing, 
gathering, agriculture, etc.) or religious or ceremonial purposes of a 
customary nature.”
Ÿ OP4.09 Para1: “In assisting borrowers to manage pests that affect either 
agriculture or public health, the Bank supports a strategy that promotes the 
use of biological or environmental control methods and reduces reliance on 
synthetic chemical pesticides.”
Ÿ OP4.09 Para4: “In Bank-financed agriculture operations, pest populations 
are normally controlled through IPM approaches, such as biological control, 
cultural practices, and the development and use of crop varieties that are 
resistant or tolerant to the pest.”
Ÿ OP4.36 AnnexA: “Forest is as an area of land of not less than 1.0 
hectare with tree crown cover (or equivalent stocking level) of more than 10 
percent that have trees with the potential to reach a minimum height of 2 
meters at maturity in situ...The definition excludes areas where other land 
uses not dependent on tree cover predominate, such as agriculture, grazing 
or settlements.”

WB2
Ÿ ESS3 Para25: “For any project involving significant pest management 
issues or any project contemplating activities that may lead to significant pest 

<Table A-2> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and

Social Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on
‘Agriculture’
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and pesticide management issues, the Borrower will prepare a Pest 
Management Plan (PMP).”
Ÿ ESS3 Para25 Fn22: “Such as: (a) new land-use development or changed 
cultivation practices in an area; (b) significant expansion into new areas; (c) 
diversification into new crops in agriculture…”
Ÿ ESS5 Para1 Fn3: ““Livelihood” refers to the full range of means that 
individuals, families and communities utilize to make a living, such as 
wage-based income, agriculture, fishing, foraging…”
Ÿ ESS6 Para19: “Modified habitats are areas that may contain a large 
proportion of plant and/or animal species of nonnative origin, and/or where 
human activity has substantially modified an area’s primary ecological 
functions and species composition. Modified habitats may include, for example, 
areas managed for agriculture, forest plantations, reclaimed coastal zones, 
and reclaimed wetlands.”

NDB Ÿ None

ADB Ÿ None

AfDB

Ÿ Executive Summary p.2: “It also builds on the Bank’s sector policies: 
Health (1996), Integrated Water Resources Management (2000), Agriculture 
and Rural Development (2000, 2010), and Poverty Reduction (2004). It brings 
these policies and strategies into a consolidated framework that is intended to 
enhance the effectiveness and relevance of the Bank’s work.”
Ÿ PartI Intro p.5: “The Bank also has other cross-cutting and sector policies 
that contain commitments to promote environmental and social sustainability 
in Bank operations: policies on health (1996), integrated water resources 
management (2000), agriculture and rural development (2000)…”
Ÿ PartIII OS2 p.35: “Particular attention is given to ensuring that the 
interests of both women and men and of the elderly and the handicapped are 
taken into account when formulating and implementing compensation 
packages, resettlement assistance measures and livelihood improvement 
measures. As a concrete step to implementing this requirement, households 
headed by women — especially widows — are provided productive land to 
improve their income and livelihood sustenance capacity in rural areas where 
livelihoods are generally agriculture-based.”
Ÿ PartIII OS3 p.39: “Scope of application – The OS specifically applies to 
Bank operations that:…Extract renewable natural resources as a main 
purpose (e.g., plantation forestry, commercial harvesting, agriculture, 
livestock, fisheries and aquaculture)…”
Ÿ PartIII OS3 p.43: “Renewable natural resources – In projects whose main 
objective includes the extraction of renewable natural resources—such as 
forestry, wild fisheries, agriculture, animal breeding and aquaculture—these 
resources are managed in a sustainable manner, with preference for 
internationally recognised systems of certification of sustainable management 
and use…Agriculture and livestock. The borrower or client assesses the type 
of habitat that will potentially be affected and follows the requirements of 
this OS. The borrower or client follows agricultural and livestock best 
practices, and uses methods that do not deplete the natural resource bas
e….”
Ÿ PartIII OS4 p.45: “As part of project preparation, in the environmental 
and social assessment the borrower or client evaluates the potential impacts 
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of pollutant discharges and resulting ambient concentrations to the 
environment, considering potential receptors, and assesses the following:…
Land use (current and future), soils, and agriculture…”
Ÿ PartIII OS4 p.47: “If pesticides are used for pest control, the borrower or 
client selects only low-toxicity pesticides that do not pose a threat to human 
health or the environment, and that will not affect natural pest enemies. The 
borrower or client manages and disposes of pesticides in accordance with 
good international industry practice, such as the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) International Code of Conduct on the Distribution and Use 
of Pesticides.”

AIIB Ÿ None

EBRD

Ÿ ESP Appx2 Para24 p.10: “Large-scale primary agriculture or forestation 
involving intensification, land use change or conversion of priority biodiversity 
features and/ or critical habitats.”
Ÿ PR5 Para37 Fn17 p.34: “Examples of these include rangeland and pasture, 
non-timber forest resources (for example, medicinal plants, construction and 
handicraft materials), woodlots for timber and fuel wood; water resources for 
agriculture, recreation or fishing.”
Ÿ EBRD6 Para1 Fn2 p.36: ““Living natural resources” are defined as 
being “the plants and animals cultivated for human or animal consumption 
and use, whether in the wild or in a cultivated situation. It includes all types 
of forestry, biofuels, agriculture, including both annual and perennial crops 
and animal husbandry, including livestock; and both wild and capture 
fisheries, including all types of marine and freshwater organisms, both 
vertebrate and invertebrate”.“

EIB Ÿ None

IDB

Ÿ ESCP Para1.1 p.1: “The proposed Environment and Safeguards 
Compliance Policy...included provisions for:…(vi) promoting sustainable 
management of natural resources with specific references to environmentally 
sustainable practices for water resources, forestry, biological diversity, marine 
resources, and agriculture…”
Ÿ ESCP Para4.8 p.5: “The Bank will seek to enhance environmental 
sustainability through appropriate public and private operations across sectors, 
such as agriculture, tourism, social development, urban development, 
transportation and road infrastructure, energy, and agriculture, among other
s…”

*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB
(1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)
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3. Goal 3: Good Health and Well-Being for People

Policy Reference/Content

WB1

Ÿ OP4.01 Para3: “EA takes into account the natural environment (air, water, 
and land); human health and safety…”
Ÿ OP4.01 AnnexA Para6: “Project area of influence - The area of influence 
may include, for example, … (e) migratory routes of humans, wildlife, or fish, 
particularly where they relate to public health…”
Ÿ OP4.03 Para2: “The eight IFC Performance Standards have been adopted 
by the Bank as the World Bank Performance Standards for Projects Supported 
by the Private Sector (“WB Performance Standards”) for application to Bank 
support for projects (or components thereof) that are designed, owned, 
constructed and/or operated by a Private Entity (as defined below), in lieu of 
the World Bank’s safeguard policies (“WB Safeguard Policies”). … 
Performance Standard 4: Community Health, Safety, and Security…”
Ÿ OP4.09 Para1: “In assisting borrowers to manage pests that affect either 
agriculture or public health, the Bank supports a strategy that promotes the 
use of biological or environmental control methods and reduces reliance on 
synthetic chemical pesticides.”
Ÿ OP4.09 Para5: “In Bank-financed public health projects, the Bank supports 
controlling pests primarily through environmental methods.”
Ÿ OP4.09 Para6: “The following criteria apply to the selection and use of 
pesticides in Bank-financed projects: (a) They must have negligible adverse 
human health effects.”

WB2

Ÿ Vision Para3: “Inclusion encompasses policies to promote equality and 
nondiscrimination by improving the access of all people, including the poor and 
disadvantaged, to services and benefits such as education, health…”
Ÿ ESP Para4: “The environmental and social risks and impacts which the 
Bank will take into account in its due diligence are project-related and include 
the following: (a) Environmental risks and impacts, including: … (ii) those 
related to community safety (including dam safety and safe use of pesticide
s)…”
Ÿ ESP Para44: “…all FI subprojects that involve resettlement (unless the 
risks or impacts of such resettlement are minor), adverse risks or impacts o
n…community health and safety…will be subject to prior review and approval 
by the Bank…”
Ÿ ESS1 Para28: “The environmental and social assessment…will take into 
accout…(vi) impacts on the health, safety and well-being of workers and 
project-affected communities…”
Ÿ ESS3 Para2: “To avoid or minimize adverse impacts on human health and 
the environment by avoiding or minimizing pollution from project activities.”
Ÿ ESS3 Para12: “If the historical pollution could pose a significant risk to 
human health or the environment, the Borrower will undertake a health and 
safety risk assessment of the existing pollution…”
Ÿ ESS3 Para13: “To address potential adverse project impacts on human 
health and the environment, the Borrower will consider relevant factors…”
Ÿ ESS3 Para17: “…the Borrower will minimize the generation of waste, and 

<Table A-3> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and Social

Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on ‘Community

Health and Safety’
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reuse, recycle and recover waste in a manner that is safe for human health 
and the environment.”
Ÿ ESS3 Para22: “For any other pesticide products that poses other 
potentially serious risk to human health or the environment and that are 
identified in internationally recognized classification and labelling systems, the 
Borrower will not use pesticide formulations of products…”
Ÿ ESS3 Para23: “The following additional criteria apply to the selection and 
use of such pesticides: (a) they will have negligible adverse human health 
effects…”
Ÿ Environmental and Social Standard 4 - Community Health and Safety: 
Community health and safety (Infrastructure and equipment design and safety, 
Safety of services, Traffic and road safety, Ecosystem services, Community 
exposure to health issues, Management and safety of hazardous materials, 
Emergency preparedness and response); Security personnel
Ÿ ESS5 Para6: “Census survey and baseline socioeconomic studies - The 
census survey also serves other essential functions:…(a) identifying 
characteristics of displaced households, including…standards of living (including 
health status) of the displaced population…”
Ÿ ESS7 Para19: “Borrower will take appropriate measures to recognize, 
respect and protect their land and territories, environment, health and culture, 
as well as measures to avoid all undesired contact with them as a consequence 
of the project.”
Ÿ ESS7 Para30: “…the Borrower will take the following steps and obtain 
their FPIC: … (f) Where a project promotes commercial development of their 
land or natural resources … (iv) Providing affected Indigenous Peoples…with 
access, usage, and transit on land the Borrower is developing subject to 
overriding health, safety, and security considerations.”
Ÿ ESS8 Para16: “Stakeholders' access - …the Borrower will…provide an 
alternative access route, subject to overriding health, safety and security 
considerations.”
Ÿ ESS9 Para11: “…the FI will apply the relevant requirements of the ESSs 
to any FI subproject that involves…community health and safety, labor and 
working conditions…”
Ÿ ESS9 Para14: “The policy will clearly state applicable requirements for FI 
subprojects, and will include the following: … (d) All FI subprojects which 
involve…community health and safety, labor and working conditions…will 
apply relevant requirements of ESSs.”
Ÿ ESS9 Para16: “The FI’s environmental and social procedures will include 
measures to: … (c) Require that all FI subprojects are assessed, prepared and 
implemented to meet national law and, in addition, where an FI subproject 
involves…significant risks or impacts on the environment, community health 
and safety, labor and working conditions…”
Ÿ ESS9 Para18: “…the FIs will categorize any subproject which involves…
significant risks or impacts on the environment, community health and safety, 
labor and working conditions…”

NDB

Ÿ ESS1 Para3 p.14: “Impact assessment - Conduct an environmental and 
social assessment for each proposed project to identify potential direct, 
indirect, cumulative, and induced impacts and risks to physical, biological, 
socioeconomic (including impacts on livelihood through environmental media, 
health and safety, vulnerable groups, and gender issues), and physical cultural 
resources in the context of the project’s area of influence.”
Ÿ ESS1 Para21 p.19: “Community safety and health - Assess safety and 
health risks and impacts on local communities, and put in place preventive and 
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emergency preparedness and response measures to avoid, or where avoidance 
is not possible, to minimize, adverse risks to, and impacts of the project to the 
safety and health of local communities.”
Ÿ ESS1 Para22 p.19: “Labor protection - Assess labor and working conditions 
of project workers, as well as health and safety risks to local communities in 
the area of the project.”

ADB

Ÿ SR1 Para1: “The document also includes particular environmental 
safeguard requirements pertaining to…occupational and community health and 
safety…”
Ÿ SR1 Para5: “The environmental assessment will consider all potential 
impacts and risks of the project on physical, biological, socioeconomic 
(occupational health safety, community health and safety…)”
Ÿ SR1 Para37: “The environmental assessment will ascertain that any pest 
and/or vector management activities related to the project are based on 
integrated pest management approaches and aim to reduce reliance on 
synthetic chemical pesticides in agricultural and public health projects…The 
health and environmental risks associated with pest management should be 
minimized with support…”
Ÿ SR1 Para42: “The borrower/client will identify and assess the risks to, and 
potential impacts on, the safety of affected communities during the design, 
construction, operation, and decommissioning of the project, and will establish 
preventive measures and plans to address them in a manner commensurate 
with the identified risks and impacts.”

AfDB

Ÿ PartII p.16: “Where groups are identified as vulnerable, the borrower or 
client implements appropriate differentiated measures so that unavoidable 
adverse impacts do not fall disproportionately on these vulnerable groups, and 
so that they are not disadvantaged in sharing development benefits and 
opportunities - such as…health care facilities.”
Ÿ PartIII OS1 p.22: “Scoping of a project considers the size, processes, site 
design, construction and expansion sequencing and…public health…”
Ÿ PartIII OS1 p.26: “The borrower or client gives particular attention to 
assessing the risks and potentially adverse impacts of the project on local 
communities, including direct and indirect impacts on their health or safety...”
Ÿ PartIII OS2 p.35: “The calculation of the 'total economic cost' also factors 
in the social, health, environmental and psychological impacts of the 
project...”
Ÿ PartIII OS2 p.37: “Member countries and other borrowers/clients are 
responsible for protecting the physical, social and economic integrity of 
vulnerable groups and for paying particular attention to health needs…”
Ÿ PartIII OS2 p.37: "The provision of health care services, particularly for 
pregnant women and infants, may be important during and after relocation..."
Ÿ PartIII OS4 p.45: “The specific objectives are to manage and reduce 
pollutants resulting from the project…so that they do not pose harmful risks 
to human health...”
Ÿ PartIII OS4 p.47: “If pesticides are used for pest control, the borrower or 
client selects only low-toxicity pesticides that do not pose a threat to human 
health or the environment…”
Ÿ PartIII OS4 p.47: “…the borrower or client develops an emergency 
response plan...to respond to accidents or emergency events that may pose 
risks to human health and the environment.”

AIIB
Ÿ Vision Para8: “Inclusion encompasses policies to promote equity of 
opportunity and non-discrimination, by improving the access of poor, 
disadvantaged and disabled people to education, health, social protection…”
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Ÿ ESP Para33 p.15: “The degree of impacts is determined by evaluation: (a) 
the magnitude of the impact on Indigenous Peoples' customary rights of use 
and access to…health…”
Ÿ ESP Para45 p.18: “The policies and procedures also cover working 
conditions and community health and safety aspects descried in ESS1.”
Ÿ ESP Para62 p.22: “The Bank requires the Client to implement the Project 
in compliance with the ESMP or ESMPF… This may include information on 
health and safety issues as well as implementation phase consultation.”
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.27: “Section…D of ESS set out more detailed requirements 
for…working conditions and community health and safety aspects of such 
assessment and management… Conduct an environmental and social 
assessment for the proposed Project to identify direct, indirect, cumulative and 
induced risks and impacts…these include…worker and community health…”
Ÿ ESS3 Para3 p.43: “The degree of the impacts is determined by evaluating: 
(a) the magnitude of the impacts on the Indigenous Peoples, including: … (iv) 
health, education, livelihood systems…”

EBRD

Ÿ PR3 Para4 p.21: “The objective of this PR are to: …adopt the mitigation 
hierarchy approach to addressing adverse impacts on human health and the 
environment arising from the resource use and pollution released from the 
project...”
Ÿ PR3 Para8 p.22: “The assessment process will identify technically and 
financially feasible and cost-effective pollution prevention and control 
techniques that are best suited to avoid or minimise adverse impacts on 
human health and the environment.”
Ÿ PR3 Para13 p.22: “Throughout the project life cycle, the client will apply 
pollution prevention and control techniques consistent with the mitigation 
hierarchy approach to minimise potential adverse impacts on human health 
and the environment while remaining technically and financially feasible and 
cost-effective.”
Ÿ PR3 Para23 p.24: “In all activities directly related to the project, the client 
will avoid or minimise the use of hazardous substances and materials, and 
consider the use of less hazardous substitutes for such substances and 
materials so as to protect human health and the environment from the 
potentially harmful impacts.”
Ÿ PR3 Para25 p.24: “When pest management activities include the use of 
pesticides, the client will strive to reduce the impacts of pesticides on 
biodiversity, human health and the broader environment…”
Ÿ PR3 Para26 p.24: “The sustainable use of pesticides shall include: avoiding, 
or if not possible, minimising, the impacts of pesticides on biodiversity, human 
health and the broader environment…”
Ÿ EBRD Performance Requirement 4: Health and Safety - General 
requirements for health and safety management; Occupational health and 
safety; Community health and safety; Infrastructure, building, and equipment 
design and safety; Hazardous materials safety; Product safety; Services safety; 
Traffic and road safety; Natural hazards; Exposure to disease; Emergency 
preparedness and response

EIB

Ÿ Statement Para10 p.11: "PREAMBLE - …a project should promote one or 
more of the following EU policy objectives: …Safeguard human health through 
enhancing the natural and built environment.”
Ÿ Statement Para13 p.12: “PREAMBLE - Such techniques encourage projects 
that are expected to yield significant positive external impacts, such as a 
reduction in greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and improvements in public 
health.”
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Ÿ Statement Para55 p.19: “STANDARDS - Where there are risks to worker 
and/or community health, promoters should develop and implement verifiable 
programmes and procedures to ensure community and occupational health and 
safety standards are aligned with good international practices.”

IDB

Ÿ ESCP Para4.2 p.3: “Mainstreaming environment - The Bank will support 
mainstreaming efforts in its borrowing member countries through actions that: 
… Enhance social development and increase the overall quality of life, 
recognizing that investments in environment and natural resources 
management are sources of jobs, sustainable income, improved health and 
better living conditions, particularly for the poor.”
Ÿ ESCP Para4.17 p.8: “For some high safeguard risk operations that, in the 
Bank’s opinion raise complex and sensitive environmental, social, or health 
and safety concerns, the borrower should normally establish an advisory panel 
of experts to provide guidance for the design and/or execution of the 
operation on issues relevant to the EA process, including health and safety… 
For operations requiring an environmental assessment but not subject to an 
EIA or an SEA, an environmental analysis should be performed including an 
evaluation of the potential environmental, social, health and safety impacts 
and risks associated with the operation…”
Ÿ ESCP Para4.25 p.11: “Hazardous Materials - Bank-financed operations 
should avoid adverse impacts to the environment and human health and safety 
occurring from the production, procurement, use, and disposal of hazardous 
material…”
Ÿ ESCP Para4.27 p.12: “Hazardous Materials - Where pesticides have to be 
used, the operations should preferably use those that have the least adverse 
effects on human health, non-target species and the environment…”
Ÿ OPIP Section4 p.7: “Promoting Development with Identity - …Develop 
socioculturally appropriate solutions to increase the availability and quality of 
social services, particularly health and education for indigenous peoples…”
Ÿ OPIP Section4 p.9: “Prevention of ethnically based discrimination - In 
Bank projects where implicit factors exist that exclude indigenous peoples and 
individuals from the benefits of Bank-funded activities on ethnic grounds, the 
project activities will include such corrective measures as: … (ii) dissemination, 
training, and measures to eliminate barriers to benefits and resources such as 
credit, employment, business services, health services and education services, 
and other benefits generated or facilitated by the projects…”
Ÿ OPIP Section4 p.9: “Transborder indigenous peoples - In regional projects 
involving two or more countries or in border areas where indigenous peoples 
are present, the Bank will adopt such measures as…culturally appropriate 
programs related to rights and priorities in health…“
Ÿ OPIP Section4 p.9: “Uncontacted indigenous peoples - In order to 
safeguard the collective and individual physical, territorial, and cultural 
integrity of these peoples, projects that may have potential impacts on these 
peoples…will have to include the appropriate measures to recognize, respect 
and protect their…health and culture…”
Ÿ OPGED Para4.8 p.4: “Direct investment in gender equality - The Bank 
will set priorities for direct investment, depending on the development 
intervention, as follows: a. The Bank will give priority to direct investment in 
areas with a significant impact on gender equality and the empowerment of 
women, including…promotion of reproductive health…”
Ÿ OPGED Para4.15 p.6: “Adverse impacts - In designing its operations, the 
Bank will introduce measures to prevent, avoid, or mitigate any adverse 
impacts and/or risks of gender-based exclusion identified in the project risk 
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analysis. … e. the Bank will support measures such as: communication and 
awareness campaigns, development of community prevention plans, health 
services…”
Ÿ DRMP Section4 p.5: “A-2 Risk and Project Viability - Special care should 
be taken to assess risk for projects that are located in areas that are highly 
prone to disasters as well as sectors such as…critical health and education 
installations, as applicable. … Alternative prevention and mitigation measures 
should include safety and contingency planning to protect human health and 
economic assets.”

*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB
(1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)

Policy Reference/Content

WB1

Ÿ OP4.01 Intro: “Additional information related to these statements is 
provided in the Environmental Assessment Sourcebook (Washington, D.C.: 
World Bank, 1991) and subsequent updates available from the Environment 
Sector Board, and in the World Bank Group Environment, Health and Safety 
Guidelines (EHSGs).”

WB2

Ÿ Overview Para11: “Borrowers and projects are also required to apply the 
relevant requirements of the World Bank Group Environmental, Health and 
Safety Guidelines (EHSGs). These are technical reference documents, with 
general and industry specific examples of Good International Industry Practice 
(GIIP).”
Ÿ ESP Para4: “The environmental and social risks and impacts which the 
Bank will take into account in its due diligence are project-related and include 
the following: (a) Environmental risks and impacts, including: (i) those 
identified in the World Bank Group Environmental, Health, and Safety 
Guidelines (EHSGs)”
Ÿ ESS1 Para18: “The project will apply the relevant requirements of the 
Environmental Health and Safety Guidelines (EHSGs).”

NDB

Ÿ ESS1 Para12 p.17: “Pollution prevention - Apply pollution prevention and 
control technologies and practices consistent with international good practices 
(e.g. World Bank Group’s Environment, Health and Safety guidelines as 
references, particularly in case of absence of national standards and 
guidelines).”

ADB

Ÿ SR1 Para33: “During the design, construction, and operation of the project 
the borrower/client will apply pollution prevention and control technologies and 
practices consistent with international good practice, as reflected in 
internationally recognized standards such as the World Bank Group's 
Environment, Health, and Safety Guidelines.”

AfDB Ÿ PartIII OS1 p.26: “The borrower or client establishes preventive and 

<Table A-4> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and Social
Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on References to

International Standards on Health and Safety
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4. Goal 4: Quality Education

Policy Reference/Content

WB1

Ÿ OP4.12 AnnexA Para16: “Integration with host populations - Measures to 
mitigate the impact of resettlement on any host communities, including … (d) 
any measures necessary to augment services (e.g., education, water, health, 
and production services) in host communities to make them at least 
comparable to services available to resettlers.”

WB2

Ÿ Vision Para3: “Inclusion encompasses policies to promote equality and 
nondiscrimination by improving the access of all people, including the poor and 
disadvantaged, to services and benefits such as education, health, social 
protection, infrastructure, affordable energy, employment, financial services 
and productive assets…”
Ÿ ESS2 Para19: “A child over the minimum age and under the age of 18 will 
not be employed or engaged in connection with the project in a manner that 

<Table A-5> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and Social

Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on ‘Education’

Policy Reference/Content

management measures consistent with good international practice as described 
in the World Bank Group Environmental, Health and Safety Guidelines (EHS 
Guidelines).”
Ÿ PartIII OS4 p.45: "This OS draws on and aligns Bank operations with 
existing international conventions and standards related to pollution, hazardous 
materials and waste, and related issues. It also requires compliance with 
internationally accepted environmental standards, particularly the World Bank 
Group Environmental Health and Safety (EHS) Guidelines.”

AIIB
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.35: “Apply the relevant occupational health and safety 
provisions of internationally recognized standards, such as the EHSGs and, as 
appropriate, industry-specific EHSGs, to the Project.”

EBRD

Ÿ PR4 Para12 p.26: “The client will identify the health and safety risks and 
protection measures appropriate to the stage, size and nature of the project in 
accordance with relevant substantive EU Occupational Health and Safety 
(OHS) standards and GIP.”

EIB

Ÿ Background Para4 p.5: “Projects that qualify in this sense are those that 
make a significant contribution to the Priority Areas and Thematic Strategies 
of the EU Sixth Environment Action Program (EAP), and/or fulfil the 
objectives of EU Urban and Public Health strategies, including the Leipzig 
Charter.”

IDB Ÿ None
*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB
(1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)
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Policy Reference/Content

is likely to be hazardous or interfere with the child’s education or be 
harmful to the child’s health or physical, mental, spiritual, moral or social 
development.”
Ÿ ESS3 Para16: “For projects that have diverse and small sources of 
emissions (for example, community-driven development projects) or where 
emissions are not likely to be significant (for example, projects in education 
and social protection), GHG estimations will not be required.”
Ÿ ESS3 Para23: “Integration with host populations - Measures to mitigate the 
impact of planned relocation sites on any host communities, including:…(d) any 
measures necessary to augment services (e.g., education, water, health, and 
production services) in host communities to meet increased demands upon 
them…”

NDB Ÿ None

ADB

Ÿ SPS Para12: “ADB's long-term strategic framework 2008-2020 (Strategy 
2020) focuses on…(v) education.”
Ÿ SPS Para52: “ADB will screen all projects to determine whether or not 
they have potential impacts on Indigenous Peoples…The degree of impacts is 
determined by evaluating (i) the magnitude of the impact on Indigenous 
Peoples'…education…”

AfDB
Ÿ PartIII OS5 p.50: “The borrower or client does not employ children in any 
manner that is economically exploitative, or is likely to be hazardous or to 
interfere with the child's education…”

AIIB

Ÿ Vision Para8 p.3: “Inclusion encompasses policies to promote equity of 
opportunity and non-discrimination, by improving the access of poor, 
disadvantaged and disabled people to education…”
Ÿ ESP Para33 p.15: “The degree of impacts is determined by evaluating: (a) 
the magnitude of the impact on Indigenous Peoples' customary rights of use 
and access to…education…”
Ÿ ESS3 Para3 p.43: “The degree of the impacts is determined by evaluating: 
… (iv) health, education…”

EBRD

Ÿ PR2 Para10 p.17: “The client will not employ children in a manner that is 
economically exploitative, or is likely to be hazardous or to interfere with the 
child’s education, or to be harmful to the child’s health or physical, mental, 
spiritual, moral, or social development…”
Ÿ PR5 Para5 Fn9 p.29: “Adequate housing should allow access to 
employment options, markets, and basic infrastructure and services, such as 
water, electricity, sanitation, health care and education.”
Ÿ PR7 Para25 p.46: “In Bank-financed projects where implicit factors exist 
that exclude Indigenous Peoples and individuals from the benefits, such as 
employment opportunities, on ethnic grounds, the project activities will include 
such corrective measures as: … (ii) appropriate and effective information 
dissemination, training, and measures to eliminate barriers to benefits and 
resources such as credit, employment, business services, health services and 
education services, and other benefits generated or facilitated by the 
projects...”

EIB Ÿ None

IDB

Ÿ ESCP Para1.1 p.1: “…the 1994 Eighth Replenishment of Resources…
included a number of specific environmental mandates…These mandates 
included provisions for:...and (xi) fostering environmental education and 
training.”
Ÿ ESCP Para4.7 p.5: “…Such operations may include, without limitation, 
activities that: enhance environmental legislation and regulations, strengthen 
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5. Goal 5: Gender Equality

Policy Reference/Content

institutions, promote environmental training and education…”
Ÿ OPIP Section4 p.7: “Promoting Development with Identity - …the Bank 
will seek to address the various facets of development with identity… (b) 
Develop socioculturally appropriate solutions to increase the availability and 
quality of social services, particularly health and education for indigenous 
peoples…”
Ÿ OPIP Section4 p.9: “Prevention of ethnically based discrimination - The 
Bank will not finance projects that exclude indigenous peoples on the basis of 
ethnicity. In Bank projects where implicit factors exist that exclude indigenous 
peoples and individuals from the benefits of Bank-funded activities on ethnic 
grounds, the project activities will include such corrective measures as:…(ii) 
dissemination, training, and measures to eliminate barriers to benefits and 
resources such as credit, employment, business services, health services and 
education services…”
Ÿ OPGED Para4.8 p.3: “Direct investment will emphasize innovation, the 
development of good practices, and impact evaluation in addressing gender 
issues. The Bank will set priorities for direct investment, depending on the 
development intervention, as follows: (a)…The Bank will give priority to direct 
investment in areas with a significant impact on gender equality and the 
empowerment of women, including equality in the labor market, addressing 
gaps in education that are increasingly affecting men…”
Ÿ IR Impoverishment Risk Analysis: “When the baseline information indicates 
that a significant number of the persons to be resettled belong to marginal or 
low-income groups, special consideration will be given to the risks of 
impoverishment to which they may be exposed as a result of resettlement, 
through: … (vi) loss of access to education…”
Ÿ DRMP Section4 p.5: “A-2 Risk and Project Viability - Project teams will 
carry out a natural hazard risk assessment for projects that are found to be 
highly exposed to natural hazards or to have a high potential to exacerbate 
risk. Special care should be taken to assess risk for projects that are located 
in areas that are…critical health and education installations…”

*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB
(1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)

Policy Reference/Content

WB1
Ÿ OP4.10 Para1: “Bank-financed projects are also designed to ensure that 
the Indigenous Peoples receive social and economic benefits that are culturally 

<Table A-6> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and Social

Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on ‘Gender’
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appropriate and gender and intergenerationally inclusive.”
Ÿ OP4.10 Para2: “Gender and intergenerational issues among Indigenous 
Peoples also are complex.”
Ÿ OP4.10 Para10: “Consultation and Participation - To ensure such 
consultation, the borrower: (a) establishes an appropriate gender and 
intergenerationally inclusive framework that provides opportunities for 
consultation at each stage of project preparation and implementation among 
the borrower, the affected Indigenous Peoples’ communities, the Indigenous 
Peoples Organizations (IPOs) if any, and other local civil society organizations 
(CSOs) identified by the affected Indigenous Peoples' communities…”
Ÿ OP4.10 Para22: “…the Bank may, at a member country’s request, 
support the country in its development planning and poverty reduction 
strategies by providing financial assistance for a variety of initiatives designed 
to:…(d) address the gender and intergenerational issues that exist among many 
Indigenous Peoples, including the special needs of indigenous women, youth, 
and children; (e) prepare participatory profiles of Indigenous Peoples to 
document their culture, demographic structure, gender and intergenerational 
relations and social organization, institutions, production systems, religious 
beliefs, and resource use patterns…”

WB2

Ÿ Vision Para4: “The World Bank uses its convening ability, financial 
instruments, and intellectual resources to embed this commitment to 
environmental and social sustainability across all its activities, which range 
from the Bank’s global engagement in issues such as climate change, disaster 
risk management, and gender equality, to ensuring that environmental and 
social considerations are reflected in all sector strategies, operational policies, 
and country dialogues.”
Ÿ ESS5 Para11: “The Borrower will consider feasible alternative project 
designs to avoid or minimize land acquisition or restrictions on land use…whil
e…paying particular attention to gender impacts and impacts on the poor and 
vulnerable.”
Ÿ ESS5 Para26: “In the case of physical displacement, the Borrower will 
develop a plan… Particular attention will be paid to gender aspects and the 
needs of the poor and the vulnerable.”
Ÿ ESS5 Para33: “In the case of projects affecting livelihoods or income 
generation, the Borrower’s plan…will establish the entitlements of affected 
persons and/or communities, paying particular attention to gender aspects and 
the needs of vulnerable segments of communities…”
Ÿ ESS7 Para14: “Where projects are designed to provide benefits only to 
Indigenous Peoples…, the Borrower will…consult with them as to the cultural 
appropriateness of proposed services or facilities, and will seek to identify and 
address any economic or social constraints (including those relating to gender) 
that may limit opportunities to benefit from, or participate in, the project.”
Ÿ ESS7 Para23: “To promote effective project design, to build local project 
support or ownership, and to reduce the risk of project-related delays or 
controversies, the Borrower will undertake an engagement process with 
affected Indigenous Peoples… This engagement process will include 
stakeholder analysis and engagement planning, disclosure of information, and 
meaningful consultation, in a culturally appropriate and gender and 
inter-generationally inclusive manner…”
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Ÿ ESS7 Para35: “The Borrower may request Bank technical or financial 
support… This may include a variety of initiatives designed, for example, to: 
… (b) address the gender and intergenerational issues that exist among 
Indigenous Peoples…”
Ÿ ESS7 Para36: “Affected Indigenous Peoples…may themselves seek support 
for various initiatives… They include: … (b) preparation of participatory 
profiles of Indigenous Peoples…to document their culture, demographic 
structure, gender and intergenerational relations and social organization…”
Ÿ ESS10 Para20: “The information will be disclosed in relevant local 
languages and in a manner that is accessible and culturally appropriate, taking 
into account any specific needs of groups that may be differentially or 
disproportionately affected by the project or groups of the population with 
specific information needs (such as, disability, literacy, gender, mobility, 
differences in language or accessibility).”

NDB

Ÿ Overview Para5 p.5: “Gender equality - NDB believes that gender 
equality is important to successful and sustainable economic development and 
accordingly considers it imperative to mainstream gender equality issues in all 
its operations.”
Ÿ Overview Para22 p.10: “Public Consultation - NDB requires the Client to 
conduct a meaningful consultation process, that is compliant with national laws 
and regulations and this Policy, and… (iv) is gender inclusive and responsive, 
tailored to the needs of vulnerable groups…”
Ÿ ESS1 Para3 p.14: “Impact assessment - Conduct an environmental and 
social assessment for each proposed project to identify potential direct, 
indirect, cumulative, and induced impacts and risks to physical, biological, 
socioeconomic (including impacts on livelihood through environmental media, 
health and safety, vulnerable groups, and gender issues)…”
Ÿ ESS1 Para18 p.18: “Gender - Identify any potential gender-specific 
adverse impacts of the project and undertake to develop mitigation measures 
to reduce these. Where relevant, consider enhancing the design of the project 
to promote equality of opportunity and women’s socio-economic 
empowerment, particularly with respect to access to finance, services and 
employment.”
Ÿ ESS2 Para3 p.20: “Early screening - Screen the project early on to 
identify involuntary resettlement impacts and risks, and determine the scope 
of resettlement planning through a survey and/or census of displaced persons, 
including a gender analysis, specifically related to resettlement impacts and 
risks."
Ÿ ESS3 Para4 p.24: “Social impact assessment - Undertake a culturally 
appropriate and gender-sensitive social impact assessment or use similar 
methods to assess potential project impacts, both positive and adverse, on 
indigenous peoples communities.”
Ÿ ESS3 Para4 p.25: “Grievance mechanism - Establish a culturally 
appropriate and gender-inclusive grievance mechanism to receive and 
facilitate timely resolution of the affected indigenous peoples concerns and 
grievances regarding the project’s environmental and social performance; 
and scale the grievance mechanism to the risks and impacts of the project on 
the indigenous peoples.”

ADB Ÿ SPS Para12: “ADB's long-term strategic framework 2008-2020 (Strategy 
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2020) focuses on…(iii) gender equity…”
Ÿ SPS Para29: “Incorporation of Social Dimensions such as…Gender Issues…
Gender issues already receive specific and focused attention in ADB 
operations through the implementation of ADB's Policy on Gender and 
Development (1998) and the accompanying Operations Manual section on 
gender and development.”
Ÿ SPS Para32: “ADB needs to clarify what ‘meaningful consultation’ 
means. For policy application, it would refer to a process that…(iv) is gender 
inclusive and responsive, and tailored to the needs of disadvantaged and 
vulnerable groups…”
Ÿ SPS Para59: “The grievance redress mechanism…should address affected 
people's concerns and complaints promptly, using an understandable and 
transparent process that is gender responsive…”
Ÿ SR1 Para5: “The environmental assessment will consider…gender 
issues...”
Ÿ SR1 Para19: “Meaningful consultation is a process that…(iv) is gender 
inclusive and responsive…”
Ÿ SR1 Para20: “The grievance mechanism…should address affected people's 
concerns that complaints promptly, using an understandable and transparent 
process that is gender responsive…”
Ÿ SR2 Para15: “The social impact assessment (SIA) report wil linclude…(iv) 
gender-disaggregrated information pertaining to the economic and 
sociocultural conditions of displaced persons.”
Ÿ SR2 Para18: “During the identification of the impacts of resettlement and 
resettlement planning, and implementation, the borrower/client will pay 
adequate attention to gender concerns, including specific measures addressing 
the need of female headed households, gender-inclusive consultation, 
information disclosure, and grievance mechanisms, to ensure that both men 
and women receive adequate and appropriate compensation for their lost 
property…”
Ÿ SR2 Para28: “Meaningful consultation is a process that…(iv) is gender 
inclusive and responsive…”
Ÿ SR2 Para29: “The grievance redress mechanism…should…that is gender 
responsive…”
Ÿ SR3 Para10: "The borrower/client will undertake meaningful consultation 
with affected Indigenous … (iv) is gender inclusive and responsive…”
Ÿ SR3 Para14: “The SIA will, in a gender-sensitive manner, in consultation 
with Indigenous Peoples communities…”
Ÿ SR3 Para22: “The grievance redress mechanism…should address concerns 
and complaints promptly, using an understandable and transparent process that 
is culturally appropriate, gender responsive…”
Ÿ SR3 Para37: “In furtherance of the objectives to benefit Indigenous 
Peoples, developing member countries can ask ADB to support them…(iv) 
address the gender and intergenerational issues that exist among many 
Indigenous Peoples…”

AfDB

Ÿ PartI p.10: “The safeguard…emphasises the need to ensure that social 
considerations, such as gender, age…do not disenfranchise particular 
project-affected people.”
Ÿ PartII p.17: “Promoting gender equality and poverty reduction - The Bank 
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recognises that poverty, ecological degradation and gender inequalities are 
often strongly interrelated…Bank pays special attention to reducing gender 
inequality and poverty by carrying out an assessment of gender issues for 
every project…”
Ÿ PartIII OS1 p.21: “The specific objectives are to…identify and assess the 
environmental and social impacts and risks - including those related to 
gender...”
Ÿ PartIII OS1 p.24: "...to design a Category 3 project properly, it may be 
necessary to carry out gender analyses..."
Ÿ PartIII OS1 p.26: “Using a gender mainstreaming approach, the Bank 
carries out an assessment of gender issues for every project and uses the 
findings as the basis for project design and compensation plans that lead to 
enhanced gender balance…the Bank assesses the quality and relevance of 
gender data and performance indicators, specific pro-gender measures, and 
budgetary resources allocated for equality and empowerment for any project 
as key criteria in investment decision-making process.”
Ÿ PartIII OS2 p.33: “In the context of gender vulnerability, for example, the 
borrower or client gives careful consideration to actively facilitating 
consultation with, and participation by, both women and men…”
Ÿ PartIII OS2 p.34: “The baseline survey includes gender- and 
age-disaggregated information pertaining to the economic, social and cultural 
conditions of the affected population.”
Ÿ PartIII OS2 p.37: “With respect to gender vulnerability in particular… Land 
titles at the resettlement site are in the name of both spouses or of single 
heads of household, regardless of gender…”
Ÿ PartIII OS5 p.50: “The borrower or client does not make employment 
decisions on the basis of personal characteristics unrelated to inherent job 
requirements, including age, gender…”

AIIB

Ÿ Vision Para14 p.4: “Importance of Gender Equality - The Bank recognizes 
the importance of gender equality for successful and sustainable economic 
development and the need for inclusiveness and gender responsiveness in the 
Projects it supports. The Bank supports its Clients to identify potential 
gender-specific opportunities as well as gender-specific adverse risks and 
impacts under their Projects and to develop mitigation measures to avoid or 
reduce such impacts and risks.”
Ÿ EPS Para63 p.23: “Project-level Grievance Redress - The mechanism is 
designed to address affected people's concerns and complaints promptly, using 
an understandable and transparent process that is gender-sensitive…”
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.27: “Environmental and Social Assessment - Conduct an 
environmental and social assessment for the proposed Project to identify 
direct, indirect, cumulative and induced risks and impacts…these include 
impacts on…gender...”
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.30: “Meaningful Consultation - Meaningful consultation is a 
process that: … (e) is gender inclusive, accessible, responsible and tailored to 
the needs of vulnerable groups… Design the mechanism to address 
Project-affected people's concerns and complaints promptly, using an 
understandable and transparent process that is gender-sensitive…”
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.34: “Gender - Identify any potentially adverse 
gender-specific impacts of the Project, and develop mitigation measures to 
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reduce these. Where relevant, use gender disaggregated data and analysis…”
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.34: “Land and Natural Resource Access - …Take gender 
into account regarding land ownership and customary rights to natural 
resources.”
Ÿ ESS2 Para4 p.38: “Planning - Determine the required scope of Involuntary 
Resettlement planning… Take gender into account in conducting the above.”
Ÿ ESS2 Para4 p.39: “Grievance Mechanism - Design the mechanism to 
address displaced persons' concerns and complaints promptly, using an 
understandable and transparent process that is gender-sensitive…”
Ÿ ESS3 Para3 p.42: “Social Assessment - Undertake a culturally appropriate 
and gender-sensitive social assessment…on Indigenous Peoples… Identify 
social and economic benefits for these affected Indigenous Peoples that are 
culturally appropriate and gender and inter-generationally inclusive…”
Ÿ ESS3 Para3 p.44: “Consultation – To enhance affected Indigenous Peoples' 
active participation, provide for culturally appropriate, and gender inclusive 
capacity development in the Project.”
Ÿ ESS3 Para3 p.44: “Grievance Mechanism – Establish a culturally 
appropriate and gender inclusive grievance mechanism to receive and 
facilitate resolution of affected Indigenous Peoples' concerns… Design the 
mechanism to address Indigenous Peoples' concerns and complaints promptly, 
using an understandable and transparent process that is gender-sensitive…”

EBRD

Ÿ ESP Para10 p.2: “The EBRD believes that gender equality is a 
fundamental aspect of a modern, well-functioning market economy and 
democratic society. The EBRD expects its clients to identify any potential 
gender-specific and disproportionate, adverse impacts, and undertake to 
develop mitigation measures to reduce these. Where relevant, clients will be 
requested to enhance the positive gender impact of projects by promoting 
equality of opportunity and women’s socio-economic empowerment, 
particularly with respect to access to finance, services and employment.”
Ÿ PR1 Para8 p.12: “It may be appropriate for the client to complement its 
environmental and social assessment with further studies focusing on specific 
risks and impacts, such as climate change, human rights and gender.”
Ÿ PR2 Para12 p.17: “…the client will not make employment decisions on the 
basis of personal characteristics, such as gender…sexual orientation or gender 
identity, unrelated to inherent job requirements…”
Ÿ PR4 Para16 p.26: “Where there are specific risks associated with certain 
work activities that could result in adverse effects on the health and safety of 
workers with sensitivities such as age, gender…the client will carry out a risk 
assessment and make adjustments to prevent injury and ill health.”
Ÿ PR7 Para6 p.42: “Specific objectives are as follows: …to recognise the 
specific needs of men, women and children of Indigenous Peoples by 
addressing gender issues and mitigating potential disproportionate gender 
impacts of a project”
Ÿ PR7 Para19 p.45: “The IPDP will systematically assess differentiated 
impacts of a project with respect to gender and different generations, and will 
include actions to address these impacts on groups in the community.”
Ÿ PR7 Para23 p.45: “In particular, the engagement process will include the 
following:…recognition of community heterogeneity, taking into account:…that 
Indigenous communities are multi-vocal – consultations and participation must 
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be inclusive of gender, generational and excluded groups…”
Ÿ PR7 Para25 p.46: “In Bank-financed projects where implicit factors exist 
that exclude Indigenous Peoples and individuals from the benefits, such as 
employment opportunities, on ethnic grounds, the project activities will include 
such corrective measures as:…(iii) granting to Indigenous workers, 
entrepreneur sand beneficiaries the same protection afforded under national 
legislation to other individuals in similar sectors and categories, taking into 
account gender issues and ethnic segmentation in goods and labour markets, 
as well as linguistic factors.”
Ÿ PR10 Para10 p.55: “Where relevant, the client will also identify different 
interests within the identified groups. This may be due to issues such as 
differing ages, gender and ethnic and cultural diversity…”
Ÿ PR10 Para12 p.55: “The SEP should document how consultation will be 
carried out with different groups in the community, identifying what measures 
will be implemented to remove barriers from participation. These may be 
based on issues such gender, age…”

EIB Ÿ None

IDB

Ÿ OPIP Section4 p.9: “Prevention of ethnically based discrimination - …the 
project activities will include such corrective measures as:…(iii) granting to 
indigenous workers, entrepreneurs, and beneficiaries the same protection 
afforded under national legislation to other individuals in similar sectors and 
categories, taking into account gender issues and ethnic segmentation in goods 
and labor markets…”
Ÿ Operational Policy on Gender Equality in Development: Proactive action 
(Direct investment in gender equality; Mainstreaming of gender equality, 
Application of mainstreaming); Preventive action (Adverse impacts; 
Consultation and effective participation of women and men; Women's rights; 
Application of safeguards and risk analysis); Implementation and Compliance 
(Management for results; Implementation guidelines; Action plans; Consistency 
with other safeguard policies; External consultation; Corporate responsibility; 
Entry into force); Policy Monitoring (Indicators; Reports) 
Ÿ OPGED Para4.2 p.2: “For purposes of this Policy, gender equality means 
that women and men enjoy the same conditions and opportunities to exercise 
their rights and reach their social, economic, political, and cultural potential.”
Ÿ OPGEN Para4.2 Fn4 p.2: “The term gender refers to the behavioral 
characteristics and roles that are socially attributed to women and men in a 
given historical, cultural, and socioeconomic context, beyond their biological 
differences, and that help shape the responsibilities, opportunities, and barriers 
encountered by women and men.”
Ÿ IR Impoverishment Risk Analysis: “When the baseline information indicates 
that a significant number of the persons to be resettled belong to marginal or 
low-income groups, special consideration will be given to the risks of 
impoverishment to which they may be exposed as a result of resettlement, 
through: … (vi) loss of access to education. A detailed analysis will be carried 
out at the earliest opportunity, covering gender, ethnicity…in order to 
determine the risks and design preventive measures to minimize them…”
Ÿ IR Baseline Information: “Accurate baseline information must be compiled 
as early as possible. It will include information on the number of people to be 
resettled, and on their socio-economic and cultural characteristics, including 
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6. Goal 6: Clean Water and Sanitation

Policy Reference/Content

disaggregation by gender.”
Ÿ IR Compensation and Rehabilitation Package: “The design of compensation 
packages, as well as the community consultation and decision making 
mechanisms included in the resettlement program, will take into account the 
characteristics of the resettled population as identified in the disaggregated 
baseline data with respect to gender, ethnicity, age, and any other factors 
pointing to special needs and/or vulnerability.”
Ÿ DRMP Section1 p.1: “The Bank acknowledges that development processes 
such as rapid urbanization and environmental degradation may influence 
vulnerability to natural hazards and that vulnerability is often gender and 
poverty specific.”

*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB
(1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)

Policy Reference/Content

WB1

Ÿ OP4.01 Para3: “EA takes into account the natural environment (air, water, 
and land)…”
Ÿ OP4.04 Para1: “(a) Natural habitats are land and water areas… (c) 
Significant conversion is the elimination or severe diminution of the integrity 
of a critical or other natural habitat caused by a major, long-term change in 
land or water use.”
Ÿ OP4.10 Para16: “Indigenous Peoples are closely tied to land, forests, 
water...”
Ÿ OP4.10 Para18: “If the project involves the commercial development of 
natural resources (such as minerals, hydrocarbon resources, forests, water, or 
hunting/fishing grounds) on lands or territories that Indigenous Peoples 
traditionally owned, or customarily used or occupied, the borrower ensures 
that as part of the free, prior, and informed consultation process the affected 
communities are informed…”
Ÿ OP7.50 Para2: “This policy applies to the following types of projects: (a) 
hydroelectric, irrigation, flood control, navigation, drainage, water and 
sewerage, industrial, and similar projects that involve the use or potential 
pollution of international waterways…”
Ÿ OP7.50 Para3: “Projects on international waterways may affect relations 

<Table A-7> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and Social

Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on ‘Clean Water

and Sanitation’
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between the Bank and its borrowers and between states (whether members of 
the Bank or not). The Bank recognizes that the cooperation and goodwill of 
riparians is essential for the efficient use and protection of the waterway.”
Ÿ OP7.50 Para4: “The Bank ensures that the international aspects of a 
project on an international waterway are dealt with at the earliest possible 
opportunity.”
Ÿ OP7.50 Para7: “The following exceptions are allowed to the Bank's 
requirement that the other riparian states be notified of the proposed project: 
(a) For any ongoing schemes, projects involving additions or alterations that 
require rehabilitation, construction, or other changes that in the judgment of 
the Bank (i) will not adversely change the quality or quantity of water flows 
to the other riparians; and (ii) will not be adversely affected by the other 
riparians' possible water use… (b) Water resource surveys and feasibility 
studies on or involving international waterways. (c) Any project that relates to 
a tributary of an international waterway where the tributary runs exclusively 
in one state and the state is the lowest downstream riparian…”
Ÿ OP7.50 Para8: “The Project Appraisal Document (PAD) for a project on an 
international waterway deals with the international aspects of the project, and 
states that Bank staff have considered these aspects and are satisfied that…
(b) the other riparians have given a positive response to the beneficiary state 
or Bank, in the form of consent, no objection, support to the project, or 
confirmation that the project will not harm their interests…”

WB2

Ÿ ESS1 Para35: “The environmental and social assessment will consider…
impacts from effluents and emissions, increased use or contamination of 
international waterways…”
Ÿ ESS1 Annex1 Para13: “…as part of the environmental and social 
assessment, it will include…(c) Project Description - Concisely describes the 
proposed project and its geographic, environmental, social, and temporal 
context, including any offsite investments that may be required (e.g., …water 
supply…)...”
Ÿ ESS3 Para1: “ESS3 recognizes that economic activity and urbanization 
often generate pollution to air, water, and land, and consume finite resources 
that may threaten people, ecosystem services and the environment at the 
local, regional, and global levels.”
Ÿ ESS3 Para2: “To promote the sustainable use of resources, including 
energy, water and raw materials.”
Ÿ ESS3 Para5: “The Borrower will implement technically and financially 
feasible measures for improving efficient consumption of energy, water and 
raw materials, as well as other resources. Such measures will integrate the 
principles of cleaner production into product design and production processes 
to conserve raw materials, energy and water, as well as other resources.”
Ÿ ESS3 Para7: “When the project is a potentially significant user of water or 
will have potentially significant impacts on water quality…the Borrower will 
adopt measures…that avoid or minimize water usage so that the project’s 
water use does not have significant adverse impacts… These measures 
include...the use of additional technically feasible water conservation measures 
within the Borrower’s operations, the use of alternative water supplies, 
water consumption offsets to maintain total demand for water resources within 
the available supply, and evaluation of alternative project locations.”
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Ÿ ESS3 Para8: “For projects with a high water demand that have potentially 
significant adverse impacts…the following will apply: A detailed water balance 
will be developed, maintained, monitored and reported periodically; 
Opportunities for improvement in water use efficiency will be identified and 
implemented; Specific water use…will be assessed; and Operations must be 
benchmarked to available industry standards of water use efficiency.”
Ÿ ESS3 Para9: “The Borrower will assess, as part of the environmental and 
social assessment, the potential cumulative impacts of water use upon 
communities, other users and the environment and will identify and implement 
appropriate mitigation measures.”
Ÿ ESS3 Para11: “The Borrower will avoid the release of pollutants…to air, 
water and land due to routine, nonroutine, and accidental circumstances, and 
with the potential for local, regional, and transboundary impacts.”
Ÿ ESS4 Para14: “The Borrower will avoid or minimize the potential for 
community exposure to water-borne, waterbased, water-related, and 
vector-borne diseases, and communicable and noncommunicable diseases that 
could result from project activities, taking into consideration differentiated 
exposure to and higher sensitivity of vulnerable groups.”
Ÿ ESS5 Para4: “This ESS applies to permanent or temporary physical and 
economic displacement resulting from the following types of land acquisition or 
restrictions on land use undertaken or imposed in connection with project 
implementation: … (f) Restriction on access to land or use of other resources 
including communal property and natural resources such as…fresh water…”
Ÿ ESS6 Para2: “Habitat is defined as a terrestrial, freshwater, or marine 
geographical unit or airway that supports assemblages of living organisms and 
their interactions with the nonliving environment.”
Ÿ ESS6 Para13: ““Habitat” is defined as a terrestrial, freshwater, or 
marine geographical unit or airway that supports assemblages of living 
organisms and their interactions with the nonliving environment.“
Ÿ OP7.50 Para2: “This policy applies to the following types of projects: (a) 
hydroelectric, irrigation, flood control, navigation, drainage, water and 
sewerage, industrial, and similar projects that involve the use or potential 
pollution of international waterways…”
Ÿ OP7.50 Para3: “Projects on international waterways may affect relations 
between the Bank and its borrowers and between states (whether members of 
the Bank or not). The Bank recognizes that the cooperation and goodwill of 
riparians is essential for the efficient use and protection of the waterway.”
Ÿ OP7.50 Para4: “The Bank ensures that the international aspects of a 
project on an international waterway are dealt with at the earliest possible 
opportunity.”
Ÿ OP7.50 Para7: “The following exceptions are allowed to the Bank's 
requirement that the other riparian states be notified of the proposed project: 
(a) For any ongoing schemes, projects involving additions or alterations that 
require rehabilitation, construction, or other changes that in the judgment of 
the Bank (i) will not adversely change the quality or quantity of water flows 
to the other riparians; and (ii) will not be adversely affected by the other 
riparians' possible water use… (b) Water resource surveys and feasibility 
studies on or involving international waterways. (c) Any project that relates to 
a tributary of an international waterway where the tributary runs exclusively 
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in one state and the state is the lowest downstream riparian…”
Ÿ OP7.50 Para8: “The Project Appraisal Document (PAD) for a project on an 
international waterway deals with the international aspects of the project, and 
states that Bank staff have considered these aspects and are satisfied that…
(b) the other riparians have given a positive response to the beneficiary state 
or Bank, in the form of consent, no objection, support to the project, or 
confirmation that the project will not harm their interests…”

NDB

Ÿ Overview Para5 p.5: “Conservation of natural resources - NDB promotes 
the conservation of natural resources including energy, water and supports 
sustainable land use management and urban development…”
Ÿ ESS1 Para13 p.17: “Resource efficiency - Implement technically and 
financially feasible measures for improving efficiency in consumption of 
energy and water, as well as other resources and material inputs. Integrate 
the principles of cleaner production into product design and production 
processes with the objective of conserving raw materials, energy and water.”

ADB

Ÿ SPS Para32: “Sustainable resource management…includes safeguarding the 
life-supporting capacity of air, water, and soil ecosystems.…
Ÿ SR3 Para26: "Indigenous Peoples are closely tied to land, forests, water, 
wildlife...”

AfDB

Ÿ PartI p.6: “Africa is still the poorest continent, with large portions of its 
population having inadequate access to goods and services - such as energy, 
clean water and sanitation…”
Ÿ PartIII OS1 p.22: “Scoping of a project considers the…public health, 
including drinking water; wasterwater collection, treatment and disposal…”
Ÿ PartIII OS1 p.23: “Potential impacts include physical (e.g., geology and 
soils, surface and groundwater resources…)…”
Ÿ PartIII OS2 p.36: “The land provided should also provide access to safe 
drinking water and irrigation facilities.”
Ÿ PartIII OS4 p.46: “The borrower or client prevents the discharge of 
pollutants into the air, surface water and groundwater…”

AIIB

Ÿ Vision Para8 p.3: “Social Development and Inclusion - Inclusion 
encompasses policies to promote equity of opportunity and non-discrimination, 
by improving the access of poor, disadvantaged and disabled people to…water 
and sanitation…”
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.27: “Environmental and Social Assessment - Conduct an 
environmental and social assessment for the proposed Project to identify 
direct, indirect, cumulative and induced risks and impacts…these include 
impacts on air and water quality…”
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.32: “Sustainability of Land and Water Use - Assess the 
sustainability of land and water use in the area of the Project and in 
immediately adjacent areas… Review risks and impacts to the quantity, quality 
and ecology of surface and groundwater resources, including the use of 
environmental flow studies as appropriate.”

EBRD

Ÿ ESP Appx2 p.9: “Category A Projects - 11. Large dams and other 
impoundments designed for the holding back or permanent storage of water. 
12. Groundwater abstraction activities or artificial groundwater recharge 
schemes in cases where the annual volume of water to be abstracted or 
recharged amounts to 10 million cubic metres or more.”
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Ÿ PR3 Para1 p.21: “This Performance Requirement (PR) recognises that 
increase economic activity and urbanisation can generate increased levels of 
pollution to air, water, and land, and consume finite resources in a manner 
that may threaten people and the environment at the local, regional, and 
global levels.”
Ÿ PR3 Para4 p.21: “The objectives of this PR are to: identify project-related 
opportunities for energy, water and resource efficiency…”
Ÿ PR3 Para6 p.21: “…the client will adopt technically and financially feasible 
and cost effective measures for minimising its consumption and improving 
efficiency in its use of energy, water…”
Ÿ PR3 Para7 p.22: “The client will integrate resource efficiency measures 
and the principles of cleaner production into product design and production 
processes with the objective of conserving raw materials, energy and 
water...”
Ÿ PR3 Para16 p.23: “Water - Clients must seek to minimise the project's 
water use...”
Ÿ PR3 Para17 p.23: “Water - All technically and financially feasible and 
cost-effective opportunities for water minimisation, reuse and recycling in 
accordance with GIP must be identified and considered as part of the project 
design.”
Ÿ PR3 Para18 p.23: “For projects with a high water demand (greater than 
5,000 m3/day), the following must be applied: a detailed water balance…
opportunities for continuous improvement in terms of water use efficiency…
specific water use must be assessed…operations must be benchmarked to 
available industry standards of water use efficiency.”
Ÿ PR3 Para19 p.23: “The client will need to consider the potential 
cumulative impacts of water abstraction upon third party users and local 
ecosystems.”
Ÿ PR3 Para23 p.24: “…the client will apply appropriate risk management 
measures in order to minimise or control the release of such 
substances/materials into air, water…”
Ÿ PR6 Para34 p.41: “Clients involved in biofuel production will use feedstock 
that is produced in a sustainable manner so that adverse effects on 
ecosystems and the biodiversity they support as well as the use of, and 
impacts on land, water and other resources needed to produce each unit of 
energy are minimised.”

EIB

Ÿ Statement Para10 p.11: “PREAMBLE - …a project should promote one or 
more of the following EU policy objectives: …Contribute to sustainable natural 
resource management, including the protection and improvement of water, air 
and soil, waste management, and protection and enhancement of biodiversity 
and eco-system functioning…”
Ÿ Statement Para13 p.12: “PREAMBLE - The EIB aims to identify, quantify 
and value direct and indirect environmental and social externalities… Such 
techniques…discourage projects with significant negative external impacts, 
such as an increase in air or water pollution.”
Ÿ Statement Para28 p.14: “PRINCIPLES - The principle that environmental 
damage should be rectified at source is enshrined in a number of EU laws, 
notably those concerning water and air pollution.”
Ÿ Statement Para33 p.15: “STANDARDS - EIB-financed projects should 
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include measures to prevent, reduce or eliminate pollution that arises directly 
or indirectly from their activities. The Bank requires its promoters to apply 
point source-specific emission standards according to the IPPC Directive 
(primarily targeting the industrial sector) and sector-specific Directives, e.g. 
the Water Framework Directive.”
Ÿ Statement Para34 p.15: “STANDARDS - Ambient standards that relate to 
accumulated pollution in air, water and soils are also determined by the 
requirements of EU Directives, and projects financed by the EIB are required 
to contribute to ensuring the relevant ambient standard is met.”
Ÿ Statement Para80 p.23: “CLIMATE CHANGE - The EIB therefore 
recognizes that adaptation is necessary and actively promotes adaptation 
projects as such, for instance in the field of water resource management.”

IDB

Ÿ ESCP Para4.7 p.5: “…Bank operations may include targeted investments to 
improve management of water resources…”
Ÿ DRMP Section4 p.5: “Risk and Project Viability - Special care should be 
taken to assess risk for projects that are located in areas that are highly 
prone to disasters as well as sectors such as housing, energy, water and 
sanitation…”

*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB
(1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)

Policy Reference/Content

WB1

Ÿ OP4.01 Para6: “The Pollution Prevention and Abatement Handbook 
describes pollution prevention and abatement measures and emission levels 
that are normally acceptable to the Bank. However, taking into account 
borrower country legislation and local conditions, the EA may recommend 
alternative emission levels and approaches to pollution prevention and 
abatement for the project.”
Ÿ OP4.01 AnnexA Para6: “Project area of influence - The area of influence 
may include, for example… (d) the airshed (e.g., where airborne pollution such 
as smoke or dust may enter or leave the area of influence...”
Ÿ OP4.01 AnnexB Para2: “The EA report should include the following 
items...: …(f) Analysis of alternatives. ...States the basis for selecting the 
particular project design proposed and justifies recommended emission levels 
and approaches to pollution prevention and abatement….”
Ÿ OP4.03 Para2: “The eight IFC Performance Standards have been adopted 
by the Bank as the World Bank Performance Standards for Projects Supported 
by the Private Sector (“WB Performance Standards”) for application to Bank 

<Table A-8> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and Social

Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on ‘Pollution
Prevention’
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support for projects (or components thereof) that are designed, owned, 
constructed and/or operated by a Private Entity (as defined below), in lieu of 
the World Bank’s safeguard policies (“WB Safeguard Policies”). ... 
Performance Standard 3: Resource Efficiency and Pollution Prevention...”
Ÿ OP4.04 AnnexA Para1: “The following definitions apply in OP and BP 4.04: 
(c)...In both terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems, conversion of natural habitats 
can occur as the result of severe pollution…”
Ÿ OP4.12 AnnexA Para13 Fn3: “Negative impacts that should be anticipated 
and mitigated include, for rural resettlement, deforestation, overgrazing, soil 
erosion, sanitation, and pollution...”
Ÿ OP7.50 Para2: “This policy applies to the following types of projects: (a) 
hydroelectric, irrigation, flood control, navigation, drainage, water and 
sewerage, industrial, and similar projects that involve the use or potential 
pollution of international waterways as described in para. 1 above…”

WB2

Ÿ ESS1 Annex1 Para13: “Where an environmental and social impact 
assessment is prepared as part of the environmental and social assessment, it 
will include the following:…(h) Design Measures - Sets out the basis for 
selecting the particular project design proposed and specifies the applicable 
EHSGs or if the ESHGs are determined to be inapplicable, justifies 
recommended emission levels and approaches to pollution prevention and 
abatement that are consistent with GIIP.”
Ÿ Environmental and Social Standard 3 - Resource Efficiency and Pollution 
Prevention and Management: Resource efficiency (Energy use, Water use, 
Raw material use); Pollution prevention and management (Management of air 
pollution, Management of hazardous and nonhazardous wastes, Management of 
chemicals and hazardous materials, Management of pesticides)
Ÿ ESS3 Para1: “ESS3 recognizes that economic activity and urbanization 
often generate pollution to air, water, and land, and consume finite resources 
that may threaten people, ecosystem services and the environment at the 
local, regional, and global levels...At the same time, more efficient and 
effective resource use, pollution prevention and GHG emission avoidance, and 
mitigation technologies and practices have become more accessible and 
achievable.”
Ÿ ESS3 Para2: “This ESS sets out the requirements to address resource 
efficiency and pollution prevention and management throughout the project 
life cycle consistent with GIIP. Objectives:…To avoid or minimize adverse 
impacts on human health and the environment by avoiding or minimizing 
pollution from project activities…”
Ÿ ESS3 Para4: “The Borrower will consider ambient conditions and apply 
technically and financially feasible resource efficiency and pollution prevention 
measures in accordance with the mitigation hierarchy…”
Ÿ ESS3 Para2 Fn1: “The term “pollution” is used to refer to both 
hazardous and non- hazardous chemical pollutants in the solid, liquid, or 
gaseous phases, and includes other components such as thermal discharge to 
water, emissions of short- and long-lived climate pollutants, nuisance odors, 
noise, vibration, radiation, electro-magnetic energy, and the creation of 
potential visual impacts including light.”
Ÿ ESS3 Para2 Fn2: “Unless otherwise noted in this ESS, “pollution 
management” includes measures designed to avoid or minimize emissions of 
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pollutants, including short and long-lived climate pollutants, given that 
measures which tend to encourage reduction in energy and raw material use, 
as well as emissions of local pollutants, also generally result in encouraging a 
reduction of emissions of short and long-lived climate pollutants.”
Ÿ ESS3 Para12: “Where the project involves historical pollution, the 
Borrower will establish a process to identify the responsible party. If the 
historical pollution could pose a significant risk to human health or the 
environment, the Borrower will undertake a health and safety risk assessment 
of the existing pollution which may affect communities, workers and the 
environment.”
Ÿ ESS3 Para16: “As part of the environmental and social assessment of the 
project, the Borrower will characterize and estimate sources of air pollution 
related to the project."
Ÿ ESS6 Para8: “The environmental and social assessment as set out in ESS1 
will consider direct, indirect and cumulative project-related impacts on habitats 
and the biodiversity they support. This assessment will consider threats to 
biodiversity, for example habitat loss, degradation and fragmentation, invasive 
alien species, overexploitation, hydrological changes, nutrient loading, pollution 
and incidental take, as well as projected climate change impacts.”
Ÿ OP4.03 Para2: “The eight IFC Performance Standards have been adopted 
by the Bank as the World Bank Performance Standards for Projects Supported 
by the Private Sector (“WB Performance Standards”) for application to Bank 
support for projects (or components thereof) that are designed, owned, 
constructed and/or operated by a Private Entity (as defined below), in lieu of 
the World Bank’s safeguard policies (“WB Safeguard Policies”). ... 
Performance Standard 3: Resource Efficiency and Pollution Prevention...”
Ÿ OP7.50 Para2: “This policy applies to the following types of projects: (a) 
hydroelectric, irrigation, flood control, navigation, drainage, water and 
sewerage, industrial, and similar projects that involve the use or potential 
pollution of international waterways as described in para. 1 above…”

NDB

Ÿ ESS1 Para5 p.16: “Biodiversity assessment - Consider direct and indirect 
project-related impacts on biodiversity, for example habitat loss, degradation 
and fragmentation, invasive alien species, over exploitation, hydrological 
changes, nutrient loading, pollution and incidental take, as well as projected 
climate change impacts. Also take into account the differing values attached 
to biodiversity by affected communities and other stakeholders.”
Ÿ ESS1 Para12 p.17: “Pollution prevention - Apply pollution prevention and 
control technologies and practices consistent with international good practices 
(e.g. World Bank Group’s Environment, Health and Safety guidelines as 
references, particularly in case of absence of national standards and 
guidelines). Adopt clean production processes and good energy efficiency 
practices. Avoid pollution, or, when avoidance is not possible, minimize or 
control the intensity or load of pollutant emissions and discharges, waste 
generation, and release of hazardous materials from production, transportation, 
handling, and storage.”

ADB

Ÿ SPS Para28: “The environmental safeguard principles and requirements 
need to be articulated explicitly to include sectoral issues and cover…(ii) 
pollution prevention and abatement…”
Ÿ SR1 Para1: “The document also includes particular environmental 
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safeguard requirements pertaining to...pollution prevention and abatement...”
Ÿ SR1 Para7: “The assessment will identify potential transboundary effects, 
such as air pollution, increased use or contamination of international 
waterways...”
Ÿ SR1 Para34: “The borrower/client will avoid, or where avoidance is 
impossible, will minimize or control the intensity or load of pollutant emission 
and discharge.”

AfDB

Ÿ PartIII OS1 p.21: “Scoping of a project considers…any plans for pollution 
control and minimisation.”
Ÿ PartIII OS1 p.23: “The Bank intends that the assessment process will 
support and strengthen existing country systems for…pollution control…”
Ÿ PartIII OS3 p.40: “Special attention is given to the major threats to 
biodiversity and ecosystem services, such as pollution and contamination...”
Ÿ PartIII, Operational Safeguards 4 - Pollution prevention and control, 
hazardous materials and resource efficiency: Pollution prevention and control, 
and resource efficiency; Waste management; Greenhouse gas emissions; 
Hazardous materials management; Pesticide use and management; Emergency 
preparedness and response; Resource efficiency; Staffing implications

AIIB

Ÿ ESP Para37 p.16: “Use of Appropriate Assessment Documentation - In 
such case, potentially adverse environmental and social risks and impacts may 
be addressed by the use of recognized good management or pollution 
abatement practices.”
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.31: “Biodiversity Consideration - Consider direct and indirect 
Project-related impacts on biodiversity, for example…pollution and incidental 
take...”
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.32: “Pollution Prevention - Avoid pollution, or, when 
avoidance is not possible, minimize or control the intensity or load of pollutant 
emissions and discharges...”

EBRD

Ÿ EBRD Performance Requirement 3 - Resource Efficiency and Pollution 
Prevention and Control: Resource efficiency; Pollution prevention and control; 
Greenhouse gases; Water; Waste; Safe use and management of hazardous 
substances and materials (Pesticide use and management)
Ÿ PR3 Para1 p.21: “This Performance Requirement (PR) recognises that 
increased economic activity and urbanisation can generate increased levels of 
pollution to air, water, and land, and consume finite resources in a manner 
that may threaten people and the environment at the local, regional, and 
global levels.”
Ÿ PR3 Para3 p.21: “This PR outlines a project-level approach to resource 
management and pollution prevention and control, building on the mitigation 
hierarchy, the principle that environmental damage should as a priority be 
rectified at its source, and the “polluter pays” principle.”
Ÿ PR3 Para4 p.21: “The objectives of this PR are to…adopt the mitigation 
hierarchy approach to addressing adverse impacts on human health and the 
environment arising from the resource use and pollution released from the 
project...”
Ÿ PR3 Para8 p.23: “The client’s environmental and social assessment 
process will determine the appropriate pollution prevention and control 
methods…The assessment process will identify technically and financially 
feasible and cost-effective pollution prevention and control techniques that 
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are best suited to avoid or minimise adverse impacts on human health and the 
environment…”
Ÿ PR3 Para13 p.23: “Throughout the project life cycle, the client will apply 
pollution prevention and control techniques consistent with the mitigation 
hierarchy approach…”
Ÿ PR4 Para7 p.25: “Detailed requirements for the prevention and control of 
impacts on human health and the environment due to the release of pollution 
are found in PR 3…”
Ÿ PR6 Para7 p.36: “The assessment process will characterise the baseline 
conditions to a degree that is proportional and specific to the anticipated risk 
and significance of impacts The baseline assessment will consider, but will not 
be limited to, loss of habitat…nutrient loading and pollution…”

EIB

Ÿ Statement Para28 p.14: “PRINCIPLES - The principle that environmental 
damage should be rectified at source is enshrined in a number of EU laws, 
notably those concerning water and air pollution. It implies emission 
restrictions on production facilities and other point sources of pollution, for 
instance, as defined in the Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control (IPPC) 
Directive. The EIB requires that promoters implement appropriate measures to 
prevent, or at least reduce point source pollution from impacting areas within 
and beyond the boundaries of a project.”
Ÿ Statement Para33 p.15: “STANDARDS - EIB-financed projects should 
include measures to prevent, reduce or eliminate pollution that arises directly 
or indirectly from their activities.”
Ÿ Statement Para34 p.15: “STANDARDS - Ambient standards that relate to 
accumulated pollution in air, water and soils are also determined by the 
requirements of EU Directives, and projects financed by the EIB are required 
to contribute to ensuring the relevant ambient standard is met.”

IDB
Ÿ ESCP Para4.28 p.12: “Bank-financed operations will include as 
appropriate, measures to prevent, reduce or eliminate pollution emanating 
from their activities.”

*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB
(1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)

Policy Reference/Content

WB1

Ÿ OP4.09 Para6: “With respect to the classification of pesticides and their 
specific formulations, the Bank refers to the World Health Organization's 
Recommended Classification of Pesticides by Hazard and Guidelines to 
Classification (Geneva: WHO 1994-95).”

<Table A-9> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and Social

Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on References to

International Standards on Pollution
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WB2 Ÿ No explicit reference

NDB

Ÿ ESP Annex1 Paraxii Fn4 p.13: “Non-compliance with International 
Maritime Organisation (IMO) requirements: tankers that do not have all 
required International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships 
(MARPOL)…”

ADB

Ÿ SR1 Para33: “During the design, construction, and operation of the project 
the borrower/client will apply pollution prevention and control technologies and 
practices consistent with international good practice, as reflected in 
internationally recognized standards such as the World Bank Group's 
Environmental, Health and Safety Guidelines.”
Ÿ SR1 Para38: “The borrower/client will not use products that fall in World 
Health Organization Recommended Classification of Pesticides by Hazard 
Classes Ia (extremely hazardous) and Ib (highly hazardous) or Class II 
(moderately hazardous)...”

AfDB

Ÿ PartIII OS4 p.45: “This OS draws on and aligns Bank operations with 
existing international conventions and standards related to pollution, hazardous 
materials and waste, and relted issues. It also requires compliance with 
internationally accepted environmental standards, particularly the World Bank 
Group Environmental Health and Safety (EHS) Guidelines.”
Ÿ PartIII OS4 p.45: “International conventions and standards include the 
Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution, the Basel Convention 
on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes, the London 
Convention for Ocean Disposal, the Stockholm Convention on Persistent 
Organic Pollutants and the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the 
Ozone Layer, the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent 
Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International 
Trade, and the Minamata Convention on Mercury.”

AIIB

Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.32: “Pollution Prevention - Apply pollution prevention and 
control technologies and practices under the Project consistent with 
international good practice as reflected in internationally recognized standards, 
such as the World Bank Group's Environmental, Health and Safety Guidelines 
(EHSGs).”

EBRD

Ÿ ESP Appx1 Fn16 p.8: “Reference documents are Council Regulation (EEC) 
No 2455/92 of 23 July 1992 Concerning the Export and Import of Certain 
Dangerous Chemicals, as amended from time to time; United Nations 
Consolidated List of Products whose Consumption and/or Scale have been 
Banned, Withdrawn, Severely Restricted or not Approved by Governments; 
Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedures for Certain Hazardous 
Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade (Rotterdam Convention); 
Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants; World Health 
Organization Recommended Classification of Pesticides by Hazard.”

EIB

Ÿ Statement Para33 p.15: “STANDARDS - EIB-financed projects should 
include measures to prevent, reduce or eliminate pollution that arises directly 
or indirectly from their activities. The Bank requires its promoters to apply 
point source-specific emission standards according to the IPPC Directive 
(primarily targeting the industrial sector) and sector-specific Directives, e.g. 
the Water Framework Directive.”
Ÿ Statement Para28 p.14: "PRINCIPLES - ...as defined in the Integrated 



- 158 -

7. Goal 7: Affordable and Clean Energy

Policy Reference/Content

Pollution Prevention and Control (IPPC) Directive...The EIB requires that 
promoters implement appropriate measures to prevent, or at least reduce 
point source pollution from impacting areas within and beyond the boundaries 
of a project.”

IDB

Ÿ ESCP Para4.26 p.12: “Bank operation and activities should take into 
account international restrictions on the use of toxic substances, including the 
Basel Convention on the transboundary movement of hazardous wastes and 
the Rotterdam Convention on the prior informed consent procedure for 
certain hazardous chemicals and pesticides in international trade. Bank 
investment loans will not finance the production, procurement or use of POPs, 
unless for an acceptable purpose allowed under the Stockholm Convention on 
Persistent Organic Pollutants.”

*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB
(1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)

Policy Reference/Content

WB1

Ÿ OP4.01 AnnexB Para2 Fn3: “...EIA is normally best suited to the analysis 
of alternatives within a given project concept (e.g., a geothermal power plant, 
or a project aimed at meeting local energy demand), including detailed site, 
technology, design, and operational alternatives.”

WB2

Ÿ Vision Para3: “Inclusion encompasses policies to promote equality and 
nondiscrimination by improving the access of all people, including the poor and 
disadvantaged, to services and benefits such as education, health, social 
protection, infrastructure, affordable energy, employment, financial services 
and productive assets…”
Ÿ ESS3 Para2: “To promote the sustainable use of resources, including 
energy, water and raw materials…”
Ÿ ESS3 Para5: “The Borrower will implement technically and financially 
feasible measures for improving efficient consumption of energy, water and 
raw materials, as well as other resources. Such measures will integrate the 
principles of cleaner production into product design and production processes 
to conserve raw materials, energy and water, as well as other resources.”
Ÿ ESS3 Para6: “The efficient use of energy is an important way in which 
the Borrower can contribute to sustainable development. When the project is 
a potentially significant user of energy, in addition to applying the resource 

<Table A-10> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and

Social Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on ‘Energy’
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efficiency requirements of this ESS, the Borrower will adopt measures 
specified in the EHSGs to optimize energy usage, to the extent technically and 
financially feasible.”
Ÿ ESS3 Para15 Fn12: “The options for reducing or preventing air pollution 
may include a combination of approaches such as: enhancing energy 
efficiency, process modification, selection of fuels or other materials with less 
polluting emissions, and application of emissions control techniques Options for 
reducing GHG emissions may include alternative project locations; adoption of 
renewable or low carbon energy sources…”

NDB

Ÿ Overview Para5 p.5: “Conservation of natural resources - NDB promotes 
the conservation of natural resources including energy, water and supports 
sustainable land use management and urban development”
Ÿ ESS1 Para12 p.17: “Pollution prevention - ...Adopt clean production 
processes and good energy efficiency practices.”
Ÿ ESS1 Para13 p.17: “Resource efficiency - Implement technically and 
financially feasible measures for improving efficiency in consumption of 
energy and water, as well as other resources and material inputs. Integrate 
the principles of cleaner production into product design and production 
processes with the objective of conserving raw materials, energy and water.”

ADB

Ÿ SPS Para39: “Private sector clients are a diverse group with varying 
environmental and social awareness and capabilities, and the projects they 
finance can vary considerably in size and nature, for example, from small and 
medium-sized energy efficiency or renewable energy enterprises...”
Ÿ SR1 Para34: “...the borrower/client will examine and incorporate in its 
operations resource conservation and energy efficiency measures consistent 
with the principles of cleaner production.”

AfDB

Ÿ PartIII OS1 p.22: “Scoping of a project considers the…new infrastructure 
for transportation, energy…”
Ÿ PartIII OS4 p.45: “Set a framework for efficiently using all of a project's 
raw materials and natural resources, especially energy and water.”
Ÿ PartIII OS4 p.47: “Borrowers or clients evaluate and, if appropriate, 
implement financially feasible and cost-effective measures for improving 
efficiency in the project's consumption of resources such as energy...”

AIIB

Ÿ Vision Para8 p.3: “Social Development and Inclusion - Inclusion 
encompasses policies to promote equity of opportunity and non-discrimination, 
by improving the access of poor, disadvantaged and disabled people to…
affordable energy…”
Ÿ Vision Para16 p.5: “Measures for Climate Change - To this end, the Bank 
plans to prioritize investments promoting greenhouse gas emissions neutral and 
climate resilient infrastructure, including actions for reducing emissions, 
climate-proofing and promotion of renewable energy.”
Ÿ Vision Para18 p.5: “Support for Green Economic Growth - The Bank…
encourages making best use of…renewable energy…”
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.32: “Pollution Prevention - Adopt clean production processes 
and good energy efficiency practices.”
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.33: “Resource Efficiency - Implement technically and 
financially feasible measures under the Project for improving efficiency in 
consumption of energy and water…”
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Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.33: “Climate Change - Identify opportunities for low-carbon 
strengthening resilience and…promoting the use of renewable energy…”

EBRD

Ÿ PR3 Para4 p.21: “The objectives of this PR are to: identify project-related 
opportunities for energy, water and resource efficiency improvements…”
Ÿ PR3 Para6 p.21: “The environmental and social assessment process will 
identify opportunities and alternatives for resource efficiency relating to the 
project in accordance with GIP. In doing so, the client will adopt technically 
and financially feasible and cost effective measures for minimising its 
consumption and improving efficiency in its use of energy…”
Ÿ PR3 Para7 p.22: “The client will integrate resource efficiency measures 
and the principles of cleaner production into product design and production 
processes with the objective of conserving raw materials, energy and water 
and, at the same time, reducing release of pollutants into the environment.”
Ÿ PR3 Para14 p.23: “The client’s environmental and social assessment 
process will consider alternatives…these options may include, but are not 
limited to…adoption of renewable or low carbon energy sources…”
Ÿ PR3 Para15 p.23: “...The scope of GHG assessment shall include all direct 
emissions from the facilities, activities and operations that are part of the 
project or system, as well as indirect emissions associated with the production 
of energy used by the project…”
Ÿ PR3 Para20 p.23: “Where waste generation cannot be avoided but has 
been minimised, the client will reuse, recycle or recover waste, or use it as a 
source of energy…”
Ÿ PR6 Para34 p.41: “Clients involved in biofuel production will use feedstock 
that is produced in a sustainable manner so that adverse effects on 
ecosystems and the biodiversity they support as well as the use of, and 
impacts on, land, water and other resources needed to produce each unit of 
energy are minimised.”
Ÿ PR9 Para16 p.53: “...FIs are encouraged to…identify, where appropriate, 
opportunities for developing financial products with high environmental and/or 
social benefits (for example, finance for investments in energy efficiency...)”

EIB

Ÿ Background Para13 p.7: “…The requirements of the Statement are 
translated into the operations of the Bank through sector lending policies, such 
as those for energy, transport, water, waste, and research, development and 
innovation.”
Ÿ Statement Para10 p.11: “PREAMBLE - The EIB finances projects in the 
EU in support of a number of EU policy objectives but the Bank also finances 
projects outside the EU, including those that promote the Millennium 
Development Goals…To qualify against the target, a project should promote 
one or more of the following EU policy objectives:…Provide an appropriate 
response to the threat of climate change, through either climate change 
mitigation or adaptation-related investments, including support for projects in 
the fields of energy efficiency, renewable energy, cleaner energy and carbon 
sequestration…”
Ÿ Statement Para11 p.11: “PREAMBLE - The EIB proactively seeks to 
identify and finance projects that add value through the protection and 
improvement of the natural environment and the promotion of sustainable 
communities, in all sectors, notably transport, energy…”
Ÿ Statement Para15 p.12: “PREAMBLE - …Apart from making available its 
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own in-house expertise, the Bank may finance consultants to carry out sector, 
market and other generic studies or to assist the promoter to carry out 
project-specific tasks, such as those related to a formal Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA), to strengthen environmental management capacity, and to 
address particular environmental issues (e.g. energy audits to foster energy 
efficiency, and the development of carbon credit potential).”
Ÿ Statement Para33 p.15: “STANDARDS - EIB-financed projects should 
include measures to prevent, reduce or eliminate pollution that arises directly 
or indirectly from their activities. The Bank requires its promoters to apply 
point source-specific emission standards according to the IPPC Directive 
(primarily targeting the industrial sector) and sector-specific Directives, e.g. 
the Water Framework Directive. The IPPC approach is based on “best 
available technology” (BAT), which among other things requires a rational 
approach to resource use, including best practice measures in the field of 
energy efficiency.”
Ÿ Statement Para77 p.22: “BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY - The EIB promotes the 
renewable energy sector, optimizes the scope for energy efficiency in all the 
projects it is financing, and aligns its operations with other EU climate policy 
investment priorities, including the research…Key Bank lending policies, for 
instance, in the energy, water, transport, waste and natural resource sectors 
are also periodically reviewed…”
Ÿ Statement Para77 p.23: “BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY - The EIB is committed 
to supporting environmentally sustainable, clean energy growth paths in 
countries outside the EU…”

IDB

Ÿ ESCP Para1.1 p.1: “These mandates included provisions for:…(iv) 
promoting the conservation and efficient use of energy in the Bank’s 
projects…”
Ÿ ESCP Para4.7 p.5: “The Bank will proactively support borrowing member 
countries and clients in identifying and financing operations... Such operations 
may include, without limitation, activities that: …promote renewable energy 
and the efficient and clean use of energy resources…”
Ÿ ESCP Para4.8 p.5: “The Bank will seek to enhance environmental 
sustainability through appropriate public and private operations across sectors, 
such as agriculture, tourism, social development, urban development, 
transportation and road infrastructure, energy, and agriculture, among 
others.”
Ÿ ESCP Para4.12 p.7: “With respect to its own administrative activities and 
facilities in headquarters and country offices, the Bank will promote corporate 
environmental responsibility actions, such as improving efficiency in energy 
and water use…”
Ÿ ESCP Para4.28 p.12: “Bank-financed operations will include as 
appropriate, measures to prevent, reduce or eliminate pollution emanating 
from their activities…As part of agreed mitigation measures, the Bank may 
require that the borrower, where feasible and cost effective, adopt cleaner 
production processes, energy-efficiency or renewable energy…”
Ÿ DRMP Section4 p.5: “Special care should be taken to assess risk for 
projects that are located in areas that are highly prone to disasters as well as 
sectors such as housing, energy...”

*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
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8. Goal 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth

Policy Reference/Content
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB
(1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)

Policy Reference/Content

WB1

Ÿ OP4.12 Para12: “Payment of cash compensation for lost assets may be 
appropriate where...(b) active markets for land, housing, and labor exist, 
displaced persons use such markets, and there is sufficient supply of land and 
housing...”
Ÿ OP4.12 AnnexA Para6: “Socioeconomic studies. The findings of 
socioeconomic studies to be conducted in the early stages of project 
preparation and with the involvement of potentially displaced people, including 
(a) the results of a census survey covering...(ii) standard characteristics of 
displaced households, including a description of production systems, labor...”
Ÿ OP4.03 Para2: “The eight IFC Performance Standards have been adopted 
by the Bank as the World Bank Performance Standards for Projects Supported 
by the Private Sector (“WB Performance Standards”) for application to Bank 
support for projects (or components thereof) that are designed, owned, 
constructed and/or operated by a Private Entity (as defined below), in lieu of 
the World Bank’s safeguard policies (“WB Safeguard Policies”). ... 
Performance Standard 2: Labor and Working Conditions...”

WB2

Ÿ ESP Para44: “...all FI subprojects that involve resettlement (unless the 
risks or impacts of such resettlement are minor), adverse risks or impacts 
on...labor and working conditions...will be subject to prior review and approval 
by the Bank...”
Ÿ Environmental and Social Standards 2 - Labor and Working Conditions: 
Working conditions and management of worker relationships (Terms and 
conditions of employment, Nondiscrimination and equal opportunity, Worker's 
organizations); Protecting the work force (Child labor and minimum age, 
Forced labor); Grievance mechanism; Occupational Health and Safety; 
Contracted workers; Community workers; Primary supply workers
Ÿ ESS9 Para11: “...the FI will apply the relevant requirements of the ESSs to 
any FI subproject that involves...community health and safety, labor and 
working conditions...”
Ÿ ESS9 Para13: “The FI will provide a safe and healthy working 
environment.”

<Table A-11> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and

Social Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on ‘Labor
and Working Conditions’
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Ÿ ESS9 Para14: "The policy will clearly state applicable requirements for FI 
subprojects, and will include the following: ... (d) All FI subprojects which 
involve...community health and safety, labor and working conditions...will apply 
relevant requirements of ESSs.”
Ÿ ESS9 Para16: “The FI’s environmental and social procedures will include 
measures to: ... (c) Require that all FI subprojects are assessed, prepared and 
implemented to meet national law and, in addition, where an FI subproject 
involves...significant risks or impacts on the environment, community health 
and safety, labor and working conditions...”
Ÿ ESS9 Para18: “...the FIs will categorize any subproject which 
involves...significant risks or impacts on the environment, community health 
and safety, labor and working conditions...”

NDB

Ÿ ESS1 Para22 p.19: “Labor protection - Assess labor and working conditions 
of project workers, as well as health and safety risks to local communities in 
the area of the project. Implement measures designed to ensure project 
workers have safe and healthy working conditions and put in place measures 
to prevent accidents, death, injuries, and disease caused by the project.”

ADB
Ÿ SPS Appx5: “The following do not qualify for Asian Development Bank 
financing: (i) production or activities involving harmful or exploitable forms of 
forced labor or child labor”

AfDB

Ÿ PartII p.18: “…the Bank defines the following as harmful to the physical 
and social environment, and excludes them…Production and activities involving 
harmful or exploitative forms of forced labour and/or child labour as defined 
by national regulations.”
Ÿ PartIII OS1 p.23: “The Bank intends that the assessment process will 
support and strengthen existing country systems for...labour standards.”
Ÿ PartIII OS5 p.51: “The borrower or clients complies with all local and 
national environmental, health and safety laws and regulations.”

AIIB

Ÿ Vision Para15 p.4: "Treatment of Labor - The Bank recognizes the 
important role played by workers and their representatives in the development 
process and their contribution to sustainable economic growth."
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.35: “Safe Working Conditions and Community Health and 
Safety - Assess labor and working conditions of Project workers...”
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.36: “Labor Management Relationships in Private Sector 
Projects - For private sector Projects, ensure that labor management system 
for Project workers...is in place for the Project, consistent with relevant 
national law...”

EBRD

Ÿ EBRD Performance Requirement 2: Labour and Working Conditions - 
General; Management of worker relationships; Human resources policies; 
Working relationships; Child labour; Forced labour; Non-discrimination and 
equal opportunity; Workers' organizations; Wages, benefits and conditions of 
work; Occupational health and safety; Worker accommodation; Retrenchment; 
Grievance mechanism; Non-employee workers; Supply chain; Security 
personnel requirements
Ÿ PR4 Para34 p.28: “The client will take measures to avoid or minimise 
transmission of communicable diseases that may be associated with the influx 
of temporary and/or permanent project labour.”
Ÿ PR9 Para9 p.52: “The FI will maintain human resources policies, 
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management systems and practices in accordance with PR2: Labour and 
Working Conditions...and communicate these to its workers.”
Ÿ PR9 Para13 p.53: “The environmental and social procedures must include 
risk assessment and monitoring mechanisms, as appropriate, to: ... monitor 
subprojects to ensure compliance with national laws on environment, health 
and safety and labour.”

EIB

Ÿ Statement Para50 p.18: “STANDARDS - Promoters that seek EIB finance 
outside the EU are required to adopt the social standards regarding 
involuntary resettlement, indigenous people and other vulnerable groups, the 
core labour standards of the International Labour Organization (ILO) and 
occupational and community health and safety.”
Ÿ Statement Para54 p.18: “STANDARDS - In the case where there are gaps 
in implementing the core labour standards of the ILO, the promoter shall 
develop and implement verifiable programmes and procedures to ensure that 
the core labour principles and standards are adhered to or would be reached 
during project implementation. The objective is to prevent unacceptable forms 
of labour and employment practices and promote the development of the 
sound management of worker relations.”

IDB

Ÿ ESCP Para4.12 p.7: “With respect to its own administrative activities and 
facilities in headquarters and country offices, the Bank will promote corporate 
environmental responsibility actions, such as...providing a healthy and safe 
working environment.”
Ÿ ESCP Para4.25 p.12: “Whenever the significant production or use of a 
hazardous material or substance cannot be avoided, a management plan should 
be prepared covering their transport, handling, storage and disposal, with 
associated management and reporting practices including preventive and 
contingency measures, in consultation with potentially affected workers and 
communities.”
Ÿ ESCP Para4.37 p.15: “The Bank will foster approaches that help provide 
goods and services procured under Bank-financed operations that are 
produced in an environmentally and socially responsible manner, in terms of 
resource use, the work environment, and community relations.”

*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB
(1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)

Policy Reference/Content

WB1 Ÿ No explicit and original definition

<Table A-12> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and Social

Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on the definition of

‘Forced Labor’
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WB2

Ÿ ESS2 Para20: “Forced labor, which consists of any work or service not 
voluntarily performed that is exacted from an individual under threat of force or 
penalty, will not be used in connection with the project. This prohibition covers 
any kind of involuntary or compulsory labor, such as indentured labor, bonded 
labor, or similar labor-contracting arrangements. No trafficked persons will be 
employed in connection with the project.”

NDB Ÿ No explicit and original definition

ADB
Ÿ SPS Appx5 Fn1: “Forced labor means all work or services not voluntarily 
performed, that is extracted from individuals under threat of forced or penalty”

AfDB

Ÿ PartIII OS5 p.50: “Forced labour. The borrower or client does not employ 
forced labour - that is, any work or service not voluntarily performed that is 
exacted from an individual under threat or forced or penalty. This covers any kind 
of involuntary or compulsory labour, such as indentured labour, bonded labour, or 
similar labour-contracting arrangements.”

AIIB

Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.35: "“Child Labor and Forced Labor - Ensure that, in connection 
with the Project, there is no work or service not voluntarily performed that is 
exacted from an individual under threat of force or penalty (including any kind of 
forced or compulsory labor, such as indentured labor, bonded labor or similar 
labor-contracting arrangements, or labor by trafficked persons).”

EBRD

Ÿ PR2 Para11 p.17: "“The client will not employ forced labour, which consists of 
work or service not voluntarily performed that is exacted from an individual under 
threat of forced or penalty. This covers involuntary or compulsory labour, such as 
indentured labor, bonded labour or similar labour-contracting arrangements, or 
trafficked persons.”

EIB Ÿ No explicit and original definition
IDB Ÿ No explicit and original definition
*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB (1998,
2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)

Policy Reference/Content
WB1 Ÿ No explicit and original definition

WB2

Ÿ ESS2 Para17: “A child under the minimum age established in accordance 
with this paragraph will not be employed or engaged in connection with the 
project. The labor management procedures will specify the minimum age for 
employment or engagement in connection with the project, which will be the 
age of 14 unless national law specifies a higher age.”
Ÿ ESS2 Para18: “A child over the minimum age and under the age of 18 
may be employed or engaged in connection with the project only under the 
following specific conditions: (a) the work does not fall within paragraph 19 

<Table A-13> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and

Social Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on the
definition of ‘Child Labor’
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below; (b) an appropriate risk assessment is conducted prior to the work 
commencing; and (c) the Borrower conducts regular monitoring of health, 
working conditions, hours of work and the other requirement of this ESS.”

NDB Ÿ No explicit and original definition

ADB

Ÿ SPS Appx5 Fn2: “Child labor means the employment of children whose 
age is below the host country's statutory minimum age of employment or 
employment of children in contravention of International Labor Organization 
Convention No. 138 "Minimum Age Convention" (www.ilo.org)”

AfDB

Ÿ PartIII OS5 p.50: “Child labour. The borrower or client does not employ 
children in any manner that is economically exploitative, or is likely to be 
hazardous or to interhere with the child's education or to be harmful to the 
child's health or physical, mental, spiritual, moral, or social development as 
stipulated in national laws in compliance with the provision of ILO Convention 
C138 and C182.”

AIIB

Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.35: “Child Labor and Forced Labor - In order to protect 
children from jeopardy to their health, safety or morals, ensure that children 
under the age of 18 are not employed for work under the Project. However, 
if the laws or regulations of the country in which the Project is located 
provide, in conformity with the International Labour Organization's Minimum 
Age Convention, 1973, that children at least 16 years of age may be employed 
for such work on condition that their health, safety and morals are fully 
protected and that they have received adequate specific instruction or 
vocational training in the relevant branch of activity...”

EBRD

Ÿ PR2 Para10 p.17: “The client will not employ children in a manner that is 
economically exploitative, or is likely to be hazardous or to interfere with the 
child's education, or to be harmful to the child's health or physical, mental, 
spiritual, moral, or social development. Young people below the age of 18 will 
be identified by the client and will not be employed in hazardous work. All 
work or persons under the age of 18 shall be subject to an appropriate risk 
assessment and regular monitoring of health, working conditions, and hours of 
work.”

EIB Ÿ No explicit and original definition

IDB Ÿ No explicit and original definition
*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB
(1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)

Policy Reference/Content

WB1 Ÿ None

WB2 Ÿ Vision Para5: “...within the parameters of a project, the Bank seeks 

<Table A-14> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and
Social Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on

‘Occupational Health and Safety’
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to:...Promote worker and community health and safety...”
Ÿ ESP Para4: “The environmental and social risks and impacts which the 
Bank will take into account in its due diligence are project-related and 
include the following: ... (b) Social risks and impacts, including:...(vi) impacts 
on the health, safety and well-being of workers and project-affected 
communities...”
Ÿ ESS1 Para28: “The environmental and social assessment...will take into 
accout...(vi) impacts on the health, safety and well-being of workers and 
project-affected communities...”
Ÿ ESS2 Para24: “Measures relating to occupational health and safety will 
be applied to the project The OHS measures will include the requirements of 
this Section, and will take into account the General EHSGs and, as 
appropriate, the industry-specific EHSGs and other GIIP The OHS measures 
applying to the project will be set out in the legal agreement and the 
ESCP.”
Ÿ ESS2 Para25: “The OHS measures will be designed and implemented to 
address: (a) identification of potential hazards to project workers, particularly 
those that may be life threatening; (b) provision of preventive and protective 
measures, including modification, substitution, or elimination of hazardous 
conditions or substances; (c) training of project workers and maintenance of 
training records; (d)  documentation and reporting of occupational accidents, 
diseases and incidents; (e) emergency prevention and preparedness and 
response arrangements to emergency situations; and (f) remedies for adverse 
impacts such as occupational injuries, deaths, disability and disease.”
Ÿ ESS2 Para26: “All parties who employ or engage project workers 
will...actively collaborate and consult with project workers in promoting 
understanding, and methods for, implementation of OHS requirements, as 
well as in providing information to project workers, training on occupational 
safety and health, and provision of personal protective equipment without 
expense to the project workers.”
Ÿ ESS2 Para30: “A system for regular review of occupational safety and 
health performance and the working environment will be put in place...”
Ÿ ESS9 Para13: “The FI will have in place and maintain 
appropriate...occupational health and safety.”

NDB

Ÿ ESS1 Para22 p.19: “Labor protection - Assess labor and working 
conditions of project workers, as well as health and safety risks to local 
communities in the area of the project. Implement measures designed to 
ensure project workers have safe and healthy working conditions and put in 
place measures to prevent accidents, death, injuries, and disease caused by 
the project. Apply the relevant occupational health and safety provisions and, 
as appropriate, industry-specific, to the project. Meet labor protection 
requirements of national laws and regulations and relevant International 
Labor Organization conventions as applicable to the country.”

ADB

Ÿ SPS Para28: “The environmental safeguard principles and requirements 
need to be articulated explicitly to include sectoral issues and cover…(iv) 
occupational and community health and safety...”
Ÿ SR1 Para1: “The document also includes particular environmental 
safeguard requirements pertaining to...occupational and community health 
and safety...”
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Ÿ SR1 Para5: “The environmental assessment will consider all potential 
impacts and risks of the project...(occupational health and safety...)”
Ÿ SR1 Para40: “The borrower/client will provide workers with a safe and 
healthy working environment, taking into account risks inherent to the 
particular sector and specific classes of hazards in the borrower's/clint's 
work areas...The borrower/client will take steps to prevent accidents, injury, 
and disease arising from, associate with, or occurring during the course of 
work...”
Ÿ SR1 Para41: “The borrower/client will apply preventive and protective 
measures consistent with international good practice, as reflected in 
internationally recognized standards such as the World Bank Group's 
Environment, Health and Safety Guidelines.”

AfDB

Ÿ PartIII, Operational Safeguard 5 - Labour conditions, health and safety: 
Working conditions and management of worker relationship; Protecting the 
workforce
Ÿ PartIII OS5 p.50: “Occupational health and safety. The borrower or client 
provides the workers with a safe and healthy work environment, taking into 
account risks inherent in the particular sector and specific classes of hazards 
in the borrower's or client's work areas...”

AIIB

Ÿ Vision Para15 p.4: “Treatment of Labor - It believes that the following 
measures contribute to the quality of the Project: providing workers with 
living wages, safe and healthy working conditions...”
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.35: “Safe Working Conditions and Community Health and 
Safety - Implement measures designed to ensure Project workers have safe 
and healthy working conditions, and put in place measures to prevent 
accidents, injuries, and disease cause by the Project. Apply the relevant 
occupational health and safety provisions of internationally recognized 
standards, such as the EHSGs and, as appropriate, industry-specific EHSGs, 
to the Project.”

EBRD

Ÿ PR2 Para5 p.16: “Projects are required to comply, at a minimum, with (i) 
national labour, social security and occupational health and safety laws…”
Ÿ PR2 Para17 p.18: “Occupational health and safety - Clients will provide 
workers with a safe and healthy work environment, and projects will comply 
with the provisions of PR 4.”
Ÿ EBRD Performance Requirement 4 - Health and Safety: General 
requirements for health and safety management; Occupational health and 
safety; Community health and safety; Infrastructure, building, and equipment 
design and safety; Hazardous materials safety; Product safety; Services 
safety; Traffic and road safety; Natural hazards; Exposure to disease; 
Emergency preparedness and response
Ÿ PR4 Para12 p.26: “The client will identify the health and safety risks and 
protection measures appropriate to the stage, size and nature of the project 
in accordance with relevant substantive EU Occupational Health and Safety 
(OHS) standards and GIP. The client will develop a project-specific health 
and safety plan, where appropriate, that will be integrated with ESMS.”

EIB
Ÿ Statement Para50 p.18: “STANDARDS - Promoters that seek EIB finance 
outside the EU are required to adopt the social standards regarding...the core 
labour standards of the International Labour Organization (ILO) and 



- 169 -

9. Goal 9: Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure

Policy Reference/Content

WB1

Ÿ OP4.03 Para6: “A Private Sector Activity, as long as it meets the 
requirements set forth in paragraph 4 above, may take a number of forms, 
including: (a) an activity involving a public private partnership (“PPP”), 
especially in an infrastructure sector, comprising a contractual arrangement 
between a public entity or authority and a Private Entity, whereby risks from 
construction, and/or operations, and/or financing are fully or partially 
transferred to the Private Entity...”

WB2

Ÿ ESS9 Para4: “This ESS applies to Financial Intermediaries (FIs) that 
receive financial support from the Bank FIs include public and private 
financial services providers, including national and regional development 
banks, which channel financial resources to a range of economic activities 
across industry sectors…”
Ÿ ESS4 Para1: “ESS4 recognizes that project activities, equipment, and 
infrastructure can increase community exposure to risks and impacts.”
Ÿ ESS4 Para2: “…To promote quality and safety, and considerations relating 
to climate change, in the design and construction of infrastructure, including 
dams…”
Ÿ ESS4 Para13: “For projects that operate construction and other equipment 
on public roads or where the use of project equipment could have an impact 
on public roads or other public infrastructure, the Borrower will take 
appropriate safety measures to avoid the occurrence of incidents and injuries 
to members of the public associated with the operation of such equipment.”

<Table A-15> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and

Social Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on
‘Industry, Innovation, and Infrastructure’

Policy Reference/Content

occupational and community health and safety.”
Ÿ Statement Para55 p.19: “STANDARDS - Where there are risks to worker 
and/or community health, promoters should develop and implement verifiable 
programmes and procedures to ensure community and occupational health 
and safety standards are aligned with good international practices.”

IDB

Ÿ ESCP Para4.12 p.7: “With respect to its own administrative activities and 
facilities in headquarters and country offices, the Bank will promote 
corporate environmental responsibility actions, such as...providing a healthy 
and safe working environment.”

*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB
(1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)
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Ÿ ESS5 Para6: “Census survey and baseline socioeconomic studies - The 
census survey also serves other essential functions:…(c)  identifying public or 
community infrastructure, property or services that may be affected…”
Ÿ ESS5 Para19: “Site selection, site preparation, and relocation - When 
planned relocation sites are to be prepared, the resettlement plan describes 
the alternative relocation sites considered and explains sites selected, coverin
g:…identification and consideration of opportunities to improve local living 
standards by supplemental investment (or through establishment of project 
benefit-sharing arrangements) in infrastructure, facilities or services…”
Ÿ ESS5 Para20: “Housing, infrastructure, and social services - Plans to 
provide (or to finance local community provision of) housing, infrastructure 
(e.g., water supply, feeder roads)...to maintain or provide a comparable level 
of services to host populations…”
Ÿ ESS7 Para29: “For example, extractive industries, creation of conservation 
areas, agro-development schemes, greenfield infrastructure development, land 
management or titling programs.”
Ÿ ESS8 Para23: “The Borrower will preserve the physical and visual context 
of individual or groups of historic structures by considering the 
appropriateness and effect of project infrastructure proposed for location 
within the range of sight.”
Ÿ OP4.03 Para6 p.2: “A Private Sector Activity, as long as it meets the 
requirements set forth in paragraph 4 above, may take a number of forms, 
including: (a) an activity involving a public private partnership (“PPP”), 
especially in an infrastructure sector, comprising a contractual arrangement 
between a public entity or authority and a Private Entity, whereby risks from 
construction, and/or operations, and/or financing are fully or partially 
transferred to the Private Entity…”

NDB

Ÿ Overview Para1 p. 3: "As per Article 2 – “Purposes” of the Articles of 
Agreement of the New Development Bank, “The purpose of the Bank shall 
be to mobilize resources for infrastructure and sustainable development 
projects in the Federal Republic of Brazil, the Russian Federation, the 
Republic of India, the People’s Republic of China and the Republic of South 
Africa (BRICS) and other emerging market economies and developing 
countries...”. Accordingly, promotion of infrastructure and sustainable 
development projects is a key focus area for the New Development Bank 
(NDB)...”
Ÿ Overview Para5 p.4: “Environment and social interests - NDB integrates 
the principles of environment and social sustainability into its policies and 
operations, as an integral part of its decision making process, to ensure its 
financing and investment in infrastructure and sustainable development 
projects have minimal adverse impact on environment and people.”
Ÿ Overview Para5 p.5: “Climate change - NDB also encourages climate 
proofing of its infrastructure financing and investments to build resilience to 
climate change.”
Ÿ ESP Para1 p.6: “NDB believes that environmental and social sustainability 
are crucial while addressing the infrastructure gaps and sustainable 
development needs consistent with national laws and regulations, and its 
mandate...”
Ÿ ESS1 Para10 p.17: “Vulnerable groups - Sustainability of land use...Where 
feasible, locate infrastructure projects, particularly those involving land 
clearing, on land that is already converted or highly degraded.”
Ÿ ESS2 Para3 p.21: “Resettlement assistance - Provide physically and 
economically displaced persons with needed assistance, including the 
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following:...and (iii) civic infrastructure and community services, as required.”

ADB

Ÿ SPS Para12: “ADB will also refocus its operations into five core 
specialization: (i) infrastructure…”
Ÿ SR2 Para11: “In the case of physically displaced persons, the 
borrower/client will provide (i) relocation assistance, secured tenure to 
relocation land, better housing at resettlement sites with comparable access to 
employment and production opportunities, and civic infrastructure and 
community services as required...”

AfDB

Ÿ PartI p.6 Box 1: “Contribution of the ISS to the Bank's Strategy for 
2013-2022: Infrastructure development - The Bank is committed to investing 
in infrastructure that unlocks the growth and development potential of 
Africa.”
Ÿ PartIII OS1 p.21: “Scoping of a project considers...expansion sequencing 
and any new infrastructure...”
Ÿ PartIII OS2 p.36: “When a project involves the loss of public facilities, 
infrastructure, ...the borrower or client consults with the affected community 
to identify and agree on suitable alternatives...”

AIIB

Ÿ Introduction Para1 p.1: “The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (Bank) 
is an international organization that provides a multilateral regional financing 
and investment platform for infrastructure development and enhance 
interconnectivity in Asia.”
Ÿ Vision Para6 p.3: “Share insight and cutting-edge knowledge on the 
emerging issues and key trends that drive sustainable infrastructure and 
interconnectivity in Asia... Develop new and sustainable approaches to meet 
Asia's infrastructure challenges...”
Ÿ Vision Para7 p.3: “Integration of Environmental and Social Sustainability - 
The Bank supports infrastructure and interconnectivity to promote economic 
growth and improve the lives of the people in Asia.”
Ÿ Vision Para8 p.3: “Social Development and Inclusion - Inclusion 
encompasses policies to promote equity of opportunity and non-discrimination, 
by improving the access of poor, disadvantaged and disabled people 
to...infrastructure...”
Ÿ Vision Para16 p.5: “Measures for Climate Change - To this end, the Bank 
plans to prioritize investments promoting greenhouse gas emission neutral and 
climate resilient infrastructure...”
Ÿ Vision Para17 p.5: “Conserving Biodiversity - The Bank recognizes the 
value of natural infrastructure, such as wetlands...”
Ÿ Vision Para18 p.5: “Support for Green Economic Growth - Planning, 
investment and capacity building measures that the Bank supports help to 
"green" both infrastructure and interconnectivity.”
Ÿ ESP Para1 p.7: “The Bank recognizes that environmental and social 
sustainability is a fundamental aspect of achieving outcomes consistent with its 
mandate to support infrastructure development and enhance interconnectivity 
in Asia.”
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.32: “Sustainability of Land and Water Use - Consider 
co-locating infrastructure investments such as pipelines, transmission lines and 
roads, when possible, to minimize land requirements.”
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.36: “Traffic and Road Safety - If the Project involves 
operating construction and other moving equipment on public roads or if the 
use of Project equipment could have an impact on public roads or other public 
infrastructure...”
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.40: “Resettlement Assistance - Provide persons displaced by 
the Project with needed assistance, including...(c) civic infrastructure and 
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community services, as required.”

EBRD

Ÿ PR7 Para35 p.48: “Where a project proposes to use the cultural resources, 
knowledge, innovations or practices of Indigenous Peoples for commercial 
purposes the client will inform the Indigenous Peoples of:…The client will not 
proceed with such commercialisation unless it:…(iii) provides for fair and 
equitable sharing of benefits from commercialisation of such knowledge, 
innovation or practice, consistent with their customs and traditions.”
Ÿ PR8 Para16 p.51: “Where a project entails the use of cultural resources, 
knowledge, innovations or practices of local communities embodying traditional 
lifestyles for commercial purposes, the client will inform these communities o
f…The client will proceed with such commercialisation only when it…(iii) 
provides affected local communities with fair and equitable sharing of benefits 
from commercialisation of such knowledge, innovation or practice, consistent 
with their customs and traditions. Where a project proposes to use the cultural 
resources, knowledge, innovations or practices of Indigenous Peoples, the 
requirements of PR 7 will apply.”
Ÿ PR3 Para6 Fn1 p. 21: “Technical feasibility is based on whether the 
proposed measures and actions can be implemented with commercially 
available skills, equipment, and materials, taking into consideration prevailing 
local factors such as climate, geography, infrastructure, security…”
Ÿ PR4 Para1 p. 25: “Project activities, equipment and infrastructure may 
increase the potential for worker and community exposure to health and 
safety risks and impacts...”
Ÿ PR4 Para29 p. 27: “For projects that operate moving equipment on public 
roads and other forms of infrastructure, the client will seek to prevent the 
occurrence of incidents…”
Ÿ PR5 Para37 p.34: “If a transaction of the types described in paragraph 6 
causes temporary or permanent loss of income or livelihood…the client will…
compensate economically displaced persons who are without legally 
recognisable claims to land (see paragraph 18 (iii)) for lost assets (such as 
crops, irrigation infrastructure and other improvements made to the land)…”
Ÿ PR9 Para1 p.52: “ FIs are engaged in a wide range of activities, such as 
micro finance, SME lending, trade finance, large-scale infrastructure financ
e…”

EIB

Ÿ Statement Para11 p.11: “PREAMBLE - The EIB proactively seeks to 
identify and finance projects that add value through the protection and 
improvement of the natural environment and the promotion of sustainable 
communities, in all sectors, notably transport, energy, other infrastructure, the 
natural resources sector, industry and services…”
Ÿ Statement Para41 p.17: “STANDARDS - ...the Bank...is also guided by the 
findings and recommendations of the Extractive Industry Review, and supports 
the implementation of the Extractive Industry Transparency Initiative.”
Ÿ Background Para13 p.7: “…The requirements of the Statement are 
translated into the operations of the Bank through sector lending policies, such 
as those for energy, transport, water, waste, and research, development and 
innovation.”
Ÿ Statement Para11 p.11: “PREAMBLE - The EIB proactively seeks to 
identify and finance projects that add value through the protection and 
improvement of the natural environment and the promotion of sustainable 
communities, in all sectors, notably transport, energy, other infrastructure…”

IDB
Ÿ ESCP Para 4.8 p.5: “The Bank will seek to enhance environmental 
sustainability through appropriate public and private operations across sectors, 
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10. Goal 10: Reduced Inequalities

Policy Reference/Content

WB1 Ÿ None

WB2

Ÿ Vision Para3: “Inclusion encompasses policies to promote equality and 
nondiscrimination by improving the access of all people, including the poor and 
disadvantaged, to services and benefits...”
Ÿ Vision Para4: “The World Bank uses its convening ability, financial 

<Table A-16> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and

Social Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on ‘Reduced

Inequalities’

Policy Reference/Content

such as agriculture, tourism, social development, urban development, 
transportation and road infrastructure, energy, and agriculture, among 
others.”
Ÿ IR Principles: “Compensation and rehabilitation are deemed fair and 
adequate when they can ensure that...the resettled and host populations will: 
(i) achieve a minimum standard of living and access to land, natural resources, 
and services (such as potable water, sanitation, community infrastructure, land 
titling) at least equivalent to pre-resettlement levels…”
Ÿ IR Relocation as a Project Objective: “When the primary objective of an 
operation is to move people from areas that are unfit for human habitation or, 
as in urban upgrading projects, to provide basic infrastructure or resolve 
problems of land tenure, the guiding principle will be to minimize the 
disruption of the affected population.”
Ÿ IR Environment: “Resettlement plans must take environmental 
considerations into account in order to prevent or mitigate any impacts that 
result from the development of infrastructure...”
Ÿ IR Timeliness: “A final resettlement plan...must contain...(vii) provisions for 
consultation and involvement of local entities (public or private) that can 
contribute to execution and assume responsibility for the operation and 
maintenance of programs and infrastructure...”
Ÿ DRMP Section4 p.5: “Special care should be taken to assess risk for 
projects that are located in areas that are highly prone to disasters as well as 
sectors such as housing, energy, water and sanitation, infrastructure...”
Ÿ DRMP Section4 p.6: “Reconstruction - Avoiding rebuilding vulnerability. 
...Disaster risk assessment of the reconstruction project should be carried out 
taking into account the specifics of the area, the sector and the infrastructure 
concerned, as well as the current environmental, social and economic situation 
and any changes in the affected area as a result of the disaster.”

*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB
(1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)



- 174 -

Policy Reference/Content

instruments, and intellectual resources to embed this commitment to 
environmental and social sustainability across all its activities, which range 
from the Bank’s global engagement in issues such as climate change, disaster 
risk management, and gender equality...”
Ÿ ESS1 Para5: “...the environmental and social assessment...will include, as 
appropriate, a combination or elements of the following:...(e) Social and 
Conflict Analysis - Social and conflict analysis is an instrument that assesses 
the degree to which the project may (a) exacerbate existing tensions and 
inequality within society...”

NDB

Ÿ Overview Para5 p.5: “Gender equality - NDB believes that gender 
equality is important to successful and sustainable economic development and 
accordingly considers it imperative to mainstream gender equality issues in all 
its operations”
Ÿ ESS1 Para18 p.18: “Gender - ...Where relevant, consider enhancing the 
design of the project to promote equality of opportunity and women’s 
socio-economic empowerment, particularly with respect to access to finance, 
services and employment.”
Ÿ Overview Para5 p.4: "Inclusive and sustainable development - A principle 
focus area of NDB is to ensure inclusive sharing of development benefits and 
opportunities including among the traditionally deprived sections such as the 
poor, disadvantaged, women, children and minorities.”

ADB

Ÿ SR1 Para8: “The environmental assessment will examine whether 
particular individuals and groups may be differentially or disproportionately 
affected by the project's potential adverse environmental impacts because of 
their disadvantaged or vulnerable status, in particular, the poor, women and 
children, and Indigenous Peoples.”

AfDB

Ÿ PartII p.16: “Where groups are identified as vulnerable, the borrower or 
client implements appropriate differentiated measures so that unavoidable 
adverse impacts do not fall disproportionately on these vulnerable groups, and 
so that they are not disadvantaged in sharing development benefits and 
opportunities...“
Ÿ PartIII OS5 p.49: “The specific objectives are to: Protect the workforce 
from inequality, social exclusion…”

AIIB
Ÿ Vision Para8 p.3: “Social Development and Inclusion - Inclusion 
encompasses policies to promote equity of opportunity and non-discrimination, 
by improving the access of poor, disadvantaged and disable people…”

EBRD

Ÿ ESP Para10 p.2: “The EBRD believes that gender equality is a 
fundamental aspect of a modern, well-functioning market economy and 
democratic society…Where relevant, clients will be requested to enhance the 
positive gender impact of projects by promoting equality of opportunity and 
women's socio-economic empowerment, particularly with respect to access to 
finance, services and employment.”

EIB

Ÿ Glossary p.30: “Core Labour Standards - They are outlined in the 
International Labour Organisation’s (ILO) Declaration on Fundamental 
Principles and Rights at Work: … c) Equal treatment and equal opportunity: 
no discrimination based on race, caste, origin, religion, disability, gender, 
sexual orientation, union or political affiliation, or age; no sexual 
harassment...”
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IDB

Ÿ ESCP Para1.2 p.1: “…the Bank’s Environment Strategy was developed to 
support the Bank’s two overarching objectives: achieving sustainable 
economic growth and reducing poverty and inequality.”
Ÿ OPGED Para1.1 p.1: “Gender equality contributes to poverty reduction 
and results in higher levels of human capital for future generations. The 
empirical evidence in this regard is overwhelming: equality within the 
household, in the labor market, in access to financial services and technology, 
and in civic and political participation reinforce one another and contribute to 
the effectiveness of development efforts…”
Ÿ OPGED Para1.4 p.1: “…new Policy takes into account the Bank’s 
experience reflects gains in the region in terms of the status of women and 
gender equality…integrates a gender perspective that seeks equal conditions 
and opportunities for women and men to reach their social, economic, political, 
and cultural potential…”
Ÿ OPGED Para3.1 p.2: “The objective of the Policy is to strengthen the 
Bank’s response to the goals and commitments of its member countries in 
Latin America and the Caribbean to promote gender equality and the 
empowerment of women.”
Ÿ OPGED Para4.1 p.2: “This Policy identifies two lines of action: (i) 
proactive action, which actively promotes gender equality and the 
empowerment of women through all the Bank’s development intervention
s…”
Ÿ OPGED Para4.2 p.2: “For purposes of this Policy, gender equality means 
that women and men enjoy the same conditions and opportunities to exercise 
their rights and reach their social, economic, political, and cultural potential. 
The Policy recognizes that the pursuit of equality requires actions aimed at 
equity…”
Ÿ OPGED Para4.3 p.3: “This Policy distinguishes between two facets of 
proactive action: (i) direct investment in areas strategic to gender equality…”
Ÿ OPGED Para4.4 p.3: “…the Bank will support specific actions aimed at:…
(ii) investment in the empowerment of women as a key factor in accelerating 
progress toward gender equality, recognizing that inequality affects women to 
a larger extent.”
Ÿ OPGED Para4.5 p.3: “The Policy recognizes that gender inequalities 
interact with other inequalities that are based on socioeconomic, ethnic, and 
racial factors, exacerbating the barriers and vulnerabilities of poor, indigenous, 
and Afro-descendant women.”
Ÿ OPGED Para4.8 p.3: “The Bank will give priority to direct investment in 
areas with a significant impact on gender equality and the empowerment of 
women including equality in the labor market…The Bank will promote 
generating the necessary information and analysis…with a view to supporting 
evidence-based policy measures for gender equality…the Bank will promote 
building the institutional capacity of public and private stakeholders to promote 
gender equality.”
Ÿ OPGED Para4.10 p.4: “For the purposes of this Policy, gender 
mainstreaming is the process that seeks to have gender equality and the needs 
of women and men be heard and addressed…”
Ÿ OPGED Para4.11 p.4: “To promote equal access to and the effective 
delivery of project benefits, the Bank will take into account the analytical and 
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operational implications… a. The human life cycle, which entails recognizing 
the barriers to gender equality…to prevent an accumulation of gender 
inequalities and poverty over the course of people’s lives… g. Inequalities in 
terms of decision-making capacity and the exercise of power…”
Ÿ OPGED Para4.12 p.5: “The Bank will seek out opportunities...the analysis 
will inform the programming process in order to identify interventions to 
promote gender equality through sector investment.”
Ÿ OPGED Para4.15 p.6: “In designing its operations, the Bank will introduce 
measures to prevent, avoid, or mitigate any adverse impacts and/or risks of 
gender-based exclusion identified in the project risk analysis. These risks may 
include: a. Introducing unequal requirements for access to project-derived 
economic opportunities and benefits…”
Ÿ OPGED Para4.17 p.6: “The Bank will recognize, in any cultural or ethnic 
context, the right to equality between women and men…”
Ÿ OPGED Para5.1 p.7: “The Bank will require indicators that help to 
measure progress in implementing this Policy… (ii) measurement of whether 
the Bank’s involvement adds value to a project’s development impact 
through its contribution to gender equality, which will be recorded in 
projects’ Development Effectiveness Matrix…”
Ÿ OPGED Para5.5 p.8: “External consultation - …the Bank will foster 
dialogue with national mechanisms for advancing gender equality…”
Ÿ OPGED Para5.6 p.8: “Corporate responsibility - The Bank’s commitment 
to gender equality in its technical and financial support for the region should 
also be reflected in the promotion of gender equality…”

*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB
(1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)

Policy Reference/Content

WB1

Ÿ OP4.01 Para3: “EA takes into account the…social aspects (involuntary 
resettlement, indigenous peoples, and physical cultural resources)…”
Ÿ OP4.01 AnnexB Para2: “The EA report should include the following 
items...(c) Project description…Indicates the need for any resettlement plan or 
indigenous peoples development plan…”
Ÿ OP4.01 AnnexC Para2: “…Specifically, the EMP (a) identifies and 
summarizes all anticipated significant adverse environmental impacts (including 
those involving indigenous people or involuntary resettlement)…(d) provides 
linkage with any other mitigation plans (e.g., for involuntary resettlement, 

<Table A-17> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and

Social Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on

‘Indigenous Peoples’
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indigenous peoples, or cultural property) required for the project.”
Ÿ OP4.03 Para2: “The eight IFC Performance Standards have been adopted 
by the Bank as the World Bank Performance Standards for Projects Supported 
by the Private Sector (“WB Performance Standards”) for application to Bank 
support for projects (or components thereof) that are designed, owned, 
constructed and/or operated by a Private Entity (as defined below), in lieu of 
the World Bank’s safeguard policies (“WB Safeguard 
Policies”)...Performance Standard 7: Indigenous Peoples...”
Ÿ Operational Policy 4.10 - Indigenous Peoples: Identification; Use of Country 
Systems; Project Preparation; Screening; Social Assessment; Consultation and 
Participation; Indigenous Peoples Plan; Indigenous Peoples Planning Framework; 
Preparation of Program and Subproject IPPs; Disclosure; Lands and Related 
Natural Resources; Commercial Development of Natural and Cultural 
Resources; Physical Relocation of Indigenous Peoples; Indigenous Peoples and 
Development
Ÿ Operational Policy 4.10, Annex A - Social Assessment
Ÿ Operational Policy 4.10, Annex B - Indigenous Peoples Plan
Ÿ Operational Policy 4.10, Annex C - Indigenous Peoples Planning Framework
Ÿ OP4.12 Para8: “To achieve the objectives of this policy, particular 
attention is paid to the needs of vulnerable groups among those displaced, 
especially those below the poverty line, the landless, the elderly, women and 
children, indigenous peoples, ethnic minorities, or other displaced persons who 
may not be protected through national land compensation legislation.”
Ÿ OP4.12 Para9: “Bank experience has shown that resettlement of 
indigenous peoples with traditional land-based modes of production is 
particularly complex and may have significant adverse impacts on their 
identity and cultural survival.”
Ÿ OP4.12 AnnexA Para15: “Community participation - Involvement of 
resettlers and host communities…(d) institutionalized arrangements by which 
displaced people can communicate their concerns to project authorities 
throughout planning and implementation, and measures to ensure that such 
vulnerable groups as indigenous people, ethnic minorities, the landless, and 
women are adequately represented.”
Ÿ OP4.36 Para10: “To be acceptable to the Bank, a forest certification 
system must require:...b) recognition of and respect for any legally 
documented or customary land tenure and use rights as well as the rights of 
indigenous peoples and workers…”
Ÿ OP4.36 Para11: “…a forest certification system…In addition, the system's 
standards must be developed with the meaningful participation of local people 
and communities; indigenous peoples…”

WB2

Ÿ Vision Para5: “…within the parameters of a project, the Bank seeks to:…
Ensure that there is no prejudice or discrimination toward project-affected 
individuals or communities and give particular consideration to Indigenous 
Peoples…”
Ÿ ESP Para44: “…all FI subprojects that involve…adverse risks or impacts 
on Indigenous Peoples…will be subject to prior review and approval by the 
Bank until it is established that adequate capacity within the FI exists.”
Ÿ ESS1 Annex1 Para6: “Specific features of a project may require the 
Borrower to utilize specialized methods and tools for assessment, such as a 
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Resettlement Plan, Livelihood Restoration Plan, Indigenous Peoples Plan…”
Ÿ ESS1 Annex1 Para15: “The content of the ESMP will include the 
following:...(a) Mitigation -…the ESMP…(iv) takes into account, and is 
consistent with, other mitigation plans required for the project (e.g., for 
involuntary resettlement, indigenous peoples, or cultural heritage).”
Ÿ ESS5 Para17: “Additional provisions apply to consultations with displaced 
Indigenous Peoples, in accordance with ESS7.”
Ÿ ESS5 Annex1 Para11: “Community participation - Involvement of displaced 
persons (including host communities, where relevant):…(d) institutionalized 
arrangements by which displaced people can communicate their concerns to 
project authorities throughout planning and implementation, and measures to 
ensure that such vulnerable groups as indigenous people…are adequately 
represented.”
Ÿ ESS6 Para4: “ESS6 recognizes the need to consider the livelihood of 
project-affected parties, including Indigenous Peoples…Objectives:…To support 
livelihoods of local communities, including Indigenous Peoples, and inclusive 
economic development…”
Ÿ ESS6 Para27: “…the Borrower will:…(c) Consult and involve protected 
area sponsors and managers, project-affected parties including Indigenous 
Peoples…”
Ÿ ESS6 Para31: “The Borrower with projects involving primary production 
and harvesting of living natural resources will assess the overall sustainability 
of these activities, as well as their potential impacts on local, nearby or 
ecologically linked habitats, biodiversity and communities, including Indigenous 
Peoples.”
Ÿ ESS6 Para35: “…forests and aquatic systems…need to be managed as…(
b)…the Borrower will ensure that they: (i) have achieved a standard of 
sustainable forest management developed with the meaningful participation of 
project affected parties including Indigenous Peoples…”
Ÿ Environmental and Social Standard 7 - Indigenous Peoples/Sub-Saharan 
African Historically Underserved Traditional Local Communities: Projects 
designed solely to benefit indigenous peoples/Sub-Saharan African historically 
underserved traditional local communities; Projects where indigenous 
peoples/Sub-Saharan African historically underserved traditional local 
communities are not the sole beneficiaries; Avoidance of adverse impacts; 
Mitigation and development benefits; Meaningful consultation tailored to 
indigenous peoples/Sub-Saharan African historically underserved traditional 
local communities; circumstances requiring free, prior and informed consent 
(FPic); Impacts on lands and natural resources subject to traditional ownership 
or under customary use or occupation; Relocation of indigenous 
peoples/Sub-Saharan African historically underserved traditional local 
communities from lands and natural resources subject to traditional ownership 
or under customary use or occupation; Cultural heritage; Grievance 
mechanism; indigenous peoples/Sub-Saharan african historically underserved 
traditional local communities and broader development planning
Ÿ ESS8 Para11: “…the FI will apply the relevant requirements of the ESSs 
to any FI subproject that involves resettlement (unless the risks or impacts of 
such resettlement are minor), adverse risks or impacts on Indigenous 
Peoples...”
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Ÿ ESS8 Para14: “The policy will clearly state applicable requirements for FI 
subprojects, and will include…(d) All FI subprojects which involve resettlement 
(unless the risks or impacts of such resettlement are minor), adverse risks or 
impacts on Indigenous Peoples...will apply relevant requirements of ESSs.”
Ÿ ESS8 Para16: “The FI's environmental and social procedures will include 
measures to:…(c)…where an FI subproject involves…adverse risks or impacts 
on Indigenous Peoples…the relevant requirements of the ESSs are applied.”
Ÿ ESS8 Para18: “…the FIs will categorize any subproject which involves 
resettlement (unless the risks or impacts of such resettlement are minor), 
adverse risks or impacts on Indigenous Peoples...as high or substantial risk.”
Ÿ ESS10 Para3: “In the case of projects involving involuntary resettlement, 
Indigenous Peoples or cultural heritage, the Borrower will also apply the 
special disclosure and consultation requirements set out in ESS5, ESS7 and 
ESS8.”
Ÿ OP4.03 Para2: “The eight IFC Performance Standards have been adopted 
by the Bank as the World Bank Performance Standards for Projects Supported 
by the Private Sector (“WB Performance Standards”) for application to Bank 
support for projects (or components thereof) that are designed, owned, 
constructed and/or operated by a Private Entity (as defined below), in lieu of 
the World Bank’s safeguard policies (“WB Safeguard 
Policies”)...Performance Standard 7: Indigenous Peoples...“

NDB

Ÿ ESS1 Para5 p.6: “Under the Framework, NDB requires the clients to meet 
the key requirements for environment and social assessment, involuntary 
resettlement and indigenous peoples standards (Part 2) in the preparation and 
implementation of NDB projects.”
Ÿ ESP Para9 p.7: “The screening covers all the three types of concerns of 
ESS, i.e. environment, involuntary resettlement and indigenous peoples.”
Ÿ ESP Para13 p.8: “The Client in consultation with NDB may choose an 
appropriate instrument from among a variety of instruments to address the 
potential environmental and social impacts, which include, but are not limited 
to:…indigenous peoples plan...”
Ÿ ESP Para14 p.8: “At time of project appraisal NDB confirms with the 
client that the social and environmental safeguard measures recommended in 
the…indigenous peoples plan, are properly integrated into the project design 
and adequately covenanted in the legal agreements. For Category A projects, 
the client is required to prepare…indigenous peoples plan.”
Ÿ ESP Para16 p.9: “For any environmental and social impacts identified, 
NDB requires the Client to develop management plans as appropriate (e.g. …
indigenous peoples plan…) to avoid, minimize or otherwise compensate the 
adverse impacts.”
Ÿ ESP Para18 p.9: “In the case of a multi-tranche financing facility (MFF), 
the Client will prepare a facility level environmental and social management 
framework (ESMF), which sets up a framework requirement of the 
environmental and social assessment (including resettlement and indigenous 
peoples) for the subsequent projects.”
Ÿ ESS1 Para3 p.15: “Information disclosure - Disclose the environmental and 
social assessment documents (including ESMP) in a timely manner, in an 
accessible place and in a form and language(s) understandable to affected 
people and other stakeholders during preparation and implementation of the 
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project so as to provide an opportunity to broadly identify and address 
environmental and social issues, including involuntary resettlement and 
indigenous peoples.”
Ÿ ESS1 Para16 p.18: “Scope of social coverage – If indigenous peoples are 
present in the area of project and are affected by the project, describe this in 
the assessment, and complement with the preparation of an indigenous 
peoples’ plan.”
Ÿ Environment and Social Framework 3 - Indigenous Peoples: Early 
screening; Social impact assessment; Meaningful consultation; Participation; 
Indigenous peoples plan; Information disclosure; Monitoring; Grievance 
mechanism

ADB

Ÿ SPS Para14: “ADB's safeguard policy framework consists of three 
operational policies on the environment, Indigenous Peoples, and involuntary 
resettlement.”
Ÿ SPS Para52: “ADB will screen all projects to determine whether or not 
they have potential impacts on Indigenous Peoples. For projects with impacts 
on Indigenous Peoples, an Indigenous Peoples plan will be prepared.”
Ÿ SPS Para55: “In addition, ADB recognizes that Indigenous Peoples may be 
particularly vulnerable in certain project circumstances.”
Ÿ SR1 Para32: “Sustainable resource management is management of the use, 
development, and protection of resources in a way, or at a rate, that enables 
people and communities, including Indigenous Peoples…”
Ÿ SR2 Para28: “The borrower/client will pay particular attention to the need 
of disadvantaged or vulnerable groups, especially those below the poverty line, 
the landless, the elderly, female headed households, women and children, 
Indigenous Peoples, and those without legal title to land.”
Ÿ SR2 Para33: “The borrower/client will explore to the maximum extent 
possible alternative project designs to avoid physical relocation of Indigenous 
Peoples that will result in adverse impacts on their identity, culture, and 
customary livelihoods.”
Ÿ Safeguard Requirements 3: Indigenous Peoples - consultation and 
participation, social impact assessment, Indigenous Peoples planning, 
information disclosure, grievance redress mechanism, monitoring and reporting, 
unanticipated impacts, ancestral domains and lands and related natural 
resources, consent of affected Indigenous Peoples communities, commercial 
development of cultural resources, physical displacement of Indigenous 
Peoples, commercial development of natural resources

AfDB

Ÿ PartII p.16: “Depending on the specific context of the project, vulnerable 
groups might include … marginalised social groups and people who are 
sometimes referred to as indigenous peoples.”
Ÿ PartIII OS1 p.26: “Depending on the specific context of the project, 
vulnerable groups might include … marginalised social groups and people who 
are sometimes referred to as indigenous peoples.”
Ÿ PartIII OS1 p.27: “The borrower or client is responsible for conducting and 
providing evidence of meaningful consultation…with communities…especially 
for…projects affecting indigenous peoples.”

AIIB
Ÿ Vision Para17 p.5: “Conserving Biodiversity - Through its financings, the 
Bank assists its Clients in maintaining the livelihoods of Indigenous Peoples and 
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other affected communities whose access to, or use of, biodiversity or natural 
resources may be affected by a Project.”
Ÿ ESP Para20 p.21: “When Free, Prior and Informed Consultation (FPICon) Is 
Required - Since Indigenous Peoples may be particularly vulnerable to the loss 
of, alienation from, or exploitation of their land and access to natural and 
cultural resources, the Bank requires the Client to engage in FPICon with the 
affected Indigenous Peoples…”
Ÿ ESP Para27 p.14: “If the Project would affect Indigenous Peoples, to 
address this in the social section of the assessment report, complemented by 
more in-depth coverage, as required under ESS 3. The Client covers impacts 
on Indigenous Peoples in an Indigenous Peoples plan or Indigenous Peoples 
planning framework (IPPF)…”
Ÿ ESP Para28 p.14: “Elements of the Environmental and Social Assessment - 
The assessment considers Project and design alternatives, to avoid or minimize 
physical and/or economic displacement and impacts on Indigenous Peoples.”
Ÿ ESP Para33 p.15: “Indigenous Peoples - The Bank screens each Project to 
determine whether or not it would have impacts on Indigenous Peoples…The 
Bank also consults the Indigenous Peoples concerned and the Client. If the 
Project would have impacts on Indigenous Peoples, the Bank requires the 
Client to prepare an Indigenous Peoples plan or IPPF…The Indigenous Peoples 
plan complements the broader coverage of social risks and impacts in the 
environmental and social assessment and provides specialized guidance to 
address specific issues associated with the needs of affected Indigenous 
Peoples.”
Ÿ ESP Para43 p.17: “Implementation Schedule and Cost Estimates - Costs of 
implementation of the ESMP, including environmental and social mitigation and 
monitoring, resettlement and measures for Indigenous Peoples are eligible for 
the Bank financing if these activities are included in the Project description.”
Ÿ ESP Para59 p.21: “Consultation - For each Project with:…(c) impacts on 
Indigenous Peoples, the Bank may participate in consultation activities to 
understand the concerns of the affected peoples and to ensure that the Client 
addresses such concerns in the Project's design and ESMP or ESMPF.”
Ÿ ESP Para60 p.21: “When Free, Prior and Informed Consultation (FPICon) Is 
Required - Since Indigenous Peoples may be particularly vulnerable to the loss 
of, alienation from, or exploitation of their land and access to natural and 
cultural resources, the Bank requires the Client to engage in FPICon with the 
affected Indigenous Peoples…”
Ÿ ESP Para61 p.21: “Definition of FPICon - There is no universally accepted 
definition of FPICon; for the purpose of this ESP and ESS 3, FPICon is 
established as follows: (a) the scope of FPICon applies to Project design, 
implementation arrangements and expected outcomes related to risks to, and 
impacts on, the affected Indigenous Peoples; (b) FPICon builds on the process 
of meaningful consultation and requires good faith negotiation between the 
Client and these affected Indigenous Peoples; (c) the Client documents: (i) the 
mutually accepted process of consultation between the Client and these 
Indigenous Peoples; and (ii) evidence of broad community support of these 
Indigenous Peoples on the outcome of the negotiations; and (d) FPICon does 
not require unanimity and may be achieved even when individuals or groups 
within or among these affected Indigenous Peoples explicitly disagree with 
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support for the Project.”
Ÿ ESP Para62 p.22: “The Bank requires the Client to implement the Project 
in compliance with the ESMP or ESMPF (or both), and any resettlement plan 
or RPF and any Indigenous Peoples plan or IPPF…”
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.28: “Examination of Alternatives - Examine Project 
alternatives to avoid or minimize physical and economic displacement 
associated with Involuntary Resettlement and impacts on Indigenous Peoples.”
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.30: “Information Disclosure - Make environmental and social 
information on the Project available, in an accessible manner, and in a form 
and language(s) understandable to affected people and other stakeholders, 
during preparation and implementation of the Project so as to provide an 
opportunity to broadly identify and address environmental and social risks and 
impacts, those involving Involuntary Resettlement and Indigenous Peoples, and 
including community health and safety issues.”
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.33: “Social Risks and Impacts - Undertake a broad 
assessment of potential social and economic risks and impacts, both positive 
and adverse, associated with the Project, not limited to Involuntary 
Resettlement or impacts on Indigenous Peoples.”
Ÿ ESS2 Para4 p.39: “Consultations - Pay particular attention to the needs of 
vulnerable groups, especially those below the poverty line, the landless, the 
elderly, women and children, Indigenous Peoples and those without legal title 
to land, and ensure their participation in consultations.”
Ÿ Environmental and Social Standard 3 - Indigenous Peoples: Social 
Assessment; Indigenous Peoples Plan; Indigenous Peoples Planning Framework; 
Avoidance of Impacts; Proportionality; Commercial Development of Natural 
Resources; Commercial Development of Cultural Resources; Consultations; 
Special Considerations in Consultations; Grievance Mechanism; When Free, 
Prior and Informed Consultation (FPICon) Is Required; Definition of FPICon; 
Information Disclosure; Action Plan; Monitoring

EBRD

Ÿ PR2 Para12 p.17: “Non-discrimination and equal opportunity - Projects will 
comply with relevant requirements on non-discrimination related to 
employment. In particular, with reference to the project, the client will: not 
make employment decisions on the basis of…indigenous origin…”
Ÿ PR5 Para5 p.30: “The objective of this PR are to:…additional 
requirements apply to consultations which involve Indigenous Peoples (as 
provided in PR 7) as well as individuals belonging to vulnerable groups…”
Ÿ PR5 Para35 p.34: “Where communities of Indigenous Peoples are to be 
physically displaced from their communally held traditional or customary lands 
under use, the client will meet the applicable requirements of this PR as well 
as those of PR 7.”
Ÿ PR5 Para39 p.35: “Where communities of Indigenous Peoples are 
economically displaced (but not relocated) as a result of project-related land 
acquisition, the client will meet the applicable principles of this PR as well as 
those of PR 7.”
Ÿ PR6 Para4 p.36: “It is recognised that: (i) the livelihood of Indigenous 
Peoples are affected communities whose access to, or use of, biodiversity or 
living natural resources may be affected by project activities…”
Ÿ PR6 Para9 p.37: “The assessment will consider the use of, and 
dependence on, ecosystems by potentially affected communities and/or 
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Indigenous Peoples whose use of these biodiversity resources may be affected 
by the project.”
Ÿ PR6 Para10 p.37: “For projects that could potentially have such impacts 
on Indigenous Peoples and local communities, the client will provide 
opportunities for fair and equitable sharing of benefits derived from the 
utilisation of living natural resources…”
Ÿ EBRD Performance Requirement 7 - Indigenous Peoples: Assessment; 
Avoidance of adverse effects; Preparation of Indigenous Peoples Development 
Plan (Section I - Summary of the social assessment, Section II - Consultation 
and participation, Implementation plan); Information disclosure, meaningful 
consultation and informed participation; Grievance mechanism and prevention 
of ethnically based discrimination; Compensation and benefit-sharing; Impacts 
on traditional or customary lands under use; Relocation of Indigenous Peoples 
from traditional or customary lands; Cultural heritage
Ÿ PR8 Para3 p.49: “In pursuing these aims of protection and conservation, 
this PR...recognises the need for all parties to respect the laws...These laws 
may be on...laws relating to the protection of cultures of Indigenous Peoples.”
Ÿ PR8 Para7 p.50: “Recognising that sites, objects or cultural traditions 
representing cultural heritage value or significance could be discovered in 
unexpected locations, a project is subject to the provision of this PR if it: may 
have an adverse impact on the intangible forms of cultural heritage of people, 
including Indigenous Peoples.”

EIB

Ÿ Statement Para50 p.18: “STANDARDS - Promoters that seek EIB finance 
outside the EU are required to adopt the social standards regarding 
involuntary resettlement, indigenous people and other vulnerable groups…”
Ÿ Statement Para52 p.18: “STANDARDS - All policies, practices, programmes 
and activities developed and implemented by the promoter should pay special 
attention to the rights of vulnerable groups. Such groups may include 
indigenous people, ethnic minorities, women, migrants, the very young and the 
very old…”
Ÿ Statement Para53 p.18: “STANDARDS - Where the customary rights to 
land and resources of indigenous peoples are affected by a project, the Bank 
requires the promoter to prepare an acceptable Indigenous Peoples 
Development Plan.”
Ÿ Statement Para57 p.19: “CULTURAL HERITAGE - Treatment of cultural 
heritage is thus closely tied to basic human rights expressed in the Charter, in 
the pursuit of social cohesion, strengthening policies of non-discrimination, and 
supporting the rights of minorities and indigenous peoples.”

IDB

Ÿ Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples: Policy Directives (Promoting 
Development with Identity, Safeguards in Bank Operations); Implementation; 
Coordination and Internalization of Indigenous Issues; Indicators, Monitoring, 
and Reports; Entry into Force
Ÿ OPGED Para4.5 p.3: “The Policy recognizes that gender inequalities 
interact with other inequalities that are based on socioeconomic, ethnic, and 
racial factors, exacerbating the barriers and vulnerabilities of poor, indigenous, 
and Afro-descendant women.”
Ÿ IR Indigenous Communities: “Those indigenous and other low income 
ethnic minority communities whose identity is based on the territory they have 
traditionally occupied are particularly vulnerable to the disruptive and 
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impoverishing effects of resettlement.”
*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB
(1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)

Policy Reference/Content

WB1

Ÿ OP4.10 Para3: “Because of the varied and changing contexts in which 
Indigenous Peoples live and because there is no universally accepted definition 
of “Indigenous Peoples,” this policy does not define the term. Indigenous 
Peoples may be referred to in different countries by such terms as 
“indigenous ethnic minorities,” “aboriginals,” “hill tribes,” “minority 
nationalities,” “scheduled tribes,” or “tribal groups.”“
Ÿ OP4.10 Para10: “For purposes of this policy, the term “Indigenous 
Peoples” is used in a generic sense to refer to a distinct, vulnerable, social 
and cultural group possessing the following characteristics in varying degrees: 
(a) self-identification as members of a distinct indigenous cultural group and 
recognition of this identity by others; (b) collective attachment to 
geographically distinct habitats or ancestral territories in the project area and 
to the natural resources in these habitats and territories; (c) customary 
cultural, economic, social, or political institutions that are separate from those 
of the dominant society and culture; and (d) an indigenous language, often 
different from the official language of the country or region.”

WB2

Ÿ ESS7 Para8: “In this ESS, the term “Indigenous Peoples/Sub-Saharan 
African Historically Underserved Traditional Local Communities” (or as they 
may be referred to in the national context using an alternative terminology) is 
used in a generic sense to refer exclusively to a distinct social and cultural 
group possessing the following characteristics in varying degrees: (a) 
Self-identification as members of a distinct indigenous social and cultural 
group and recognition of this identity by others; and (b) Collective attachment 
to geographically distinct habitats, ancestral territories, or areas of seasonal 
use or occupation, as well as to the natural resources in these areas; and (c) 
Customary cultural, economic, social, or political institutions that are distinct or 
separate from those of the mainstream society or culture; and (d) A distinct 
language or dialect, often different from the official language or languages of 
the country or region in which they reside.”
Ÿ ESS7 Para9: “This ESS also applies to communities or groups of Indigenous 
Peoples/Sub-Saharan African Historically Underserved Traditional Local 
Communities who, during the lifetime of members of the community or group, 
have lost collective attachment to distinct habitats or ancestral territories in 

<Table A-18> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and

Social Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on the

Identification Criteria of Indigenous Peoples
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the project area, because of forced severance, conflict, government 
resettlement programs, dispossession of their land, natural disasters, or 
incorporation of such territories into an urban area. This ESS also applies to 
forest dwellers, hunter-gatherers, pastoralists or other nomadic groups, subject 
to satisfaction of the criteria in paragraph 8.”

NDB

Ÿ Overview Para2 Fn1 p.3: “The term “Indigenous Peoples” is used in a 
generic sense to refer to a distinct social and cultural group as defined in 
ESS3 of this Framework. NDB recognizes that there is no universally accepted 
definition for this term. It may be referred as other terms in different 
countries, such as “ethnic minorities”, “aboriginals”, “minority 
nationalities”, or “tribal groups” or “local communities”. For the purpose 
of this Framework, “Indigenous Peoples” is used to maintain consistency 
with other MDBs. However, for the actual project, NDB may agree with the 
Client to use alternative terminology as appropriate to the country-specific 
context.”
Ÿ ESS3 Para3 p.23: “The term Indigenous Peoples is used in a generic sense 
to refer to a distinct social and cultural group possessing the following 
characteristics in varying degrees: (a) self-identification as members of a 
distinct indigenous cultural group and recognition of this identity by others; (b) 
collective attachment to geographically distinct habitats or ancestral territories 
in the operation area and to the natural resources in these habitats and 
territories; (c) customary cultural, economic, social, institutions that are 
separate from those of the dominant society and culture; and (d) a distinct 
language, often different from the official language of the country or region. 
In considering these characteristics, national legislation, customary law, and 
any international conventions to which the country is a party is taken into 
account. A group that has lost collective attachment to geographically distinct 
habitats or ancestral territories in the operation area because of forced 
severance remains eligible for coverage, as indigenous peoples, under this 
Framework.”

ADB

Ÿ SR3 Para5: “The contexts in which such peoples live are varied and 
changing and no universally accepted definition of Indigenous Peoples exists. 
Indigenous Peoples may be referred to in different countries by such terms as 
indigenous ethnic minorities, indigenous cultural communities, aboriginals, hill 
tribes, minority nationalities, scheduled tribes, or tribal groups.”
Ÿ SR3 Para6: “For operational purposes, the term Indigenous Peoples is used 
in a generic sense to refer to a distinct, vulnerable, social and cultural group 
possessing the following characteristics in varying degrees: (i) 
self-identification as members of a distinct indigenous cultural group and 
recognition of this identify by others; (ii) collective attachment to 
geographically distinct habitats or ancestral territories in the project area and 
to the natural resources in these habitats and territories; (iii) customary 
cultural, economic, social, or political institutions that are separate from those 
of the dominant society and culture; and (iv) a distinct language, often 
different from the official language of the country or region.”

AfDB
Ÿ PartII p.16: “…marginalised social groups and people who are sometimes 
referred to as indigenous peoples.”

AIIB Ÿ ESS3 Para2 p.42: “The term Indigenous Peoples is used in a generic sense 
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to refer to a distinct, vulnerable, social and cultural group possessing the 
following characteristics in varying degrees: (a) self-identification as members 
of a distinct indigenous cultural group and recognition of this identity by 
others; (b) collective attachment to geographically distinct habitats or ancestral 
territories in the Project area and to the natural resources in these habitats 
and territories; (c) customary cultural, economic, social or political institutions 
that are separate from those of the dominant society and culture; and (d) a 
distinct language, often different from the official language of the country or 
region. In considering these characteristics, national legislation, customary law 
and any international conventions to which the country is a party may be 
taken into account. A group that has lost collective attachment to 
geographically distinct habitats of ancestral territories in the Project are 
because of forced severance remains eligible for coverage as an Indigenous 
People, under ESS 3.”

EBRD

Ÿ PR7 Para3 p.42: “In this Policy and this PR, the term “Indigenous 
Peoples” is used in a technical sense to refer to a social and cultural group, 
distinct from dominant groups within national societies, possessing all of the 
following characteristics in varying degrees: (i) self-identification as members 
of a distinct indigenous ethnic or cultural group and recognition of this identity 
by others; (ii) collective attachment to geographically distinct habitats, 
traditional lands or ancestral territories in the project area and to the natural 
resources in these habitats and territories; (iii) descent from populations who 
have traditionally pursued non-wage (and often nomadic/transhumant) 
subsistence strategies and whose status was regulated by their own customs or 
traditions or by special laws or regulations; (iv) customary cultural, economic, 
social or political institutions that are separate from those of the dominant 
society or culture; (v) a distinct language or dialect, often different from the 
official language or dialect of the country or region.”

EIB Ÿ No explicit and original definition

IDB

Ÿ OPIP Section1 p.5: “For the purposes of this policy, the term indigenous 
peoples refers to those who meet the following three criteria: (i) they are 
descendants from populations inhabiting Latin America and the Caribbean at 
the time of the conquest or colonization; (ii) irrespective of their legal status 
or current residence, they retain some or all of their own social, economic, 
political, linguistic and cultural institutions and practices; and (iii) they 
recognize themselves as belonging to indigenous or pre-colonial cultures or 
peoples.”

*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB
(1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)
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WB1 Ÿ None

WB2 Ÿ None
NDB Ÿ None

ADB

Ÿ SPS Para33: “In September 2007, the United Nations 61st General 
Assembly adopted the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples (UNDRIP), which refers to ‘obtaining Indigenous communities’ free, 
prior, and informed consent prior to the approval of any project affecting 
them.’”

AfDB Ÿ None
AIIB Ÿ None

EBRD

Ÿ PR7 Para8 p.43: “Specific objectives are as follows: …to recognise the 
principle, outlined in the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, 
that the prior informed consent of affected Indigenous Peoples is required for 
the project-related activities...”

EIB

Ÿ Statement Para53 p.18: “Where the customary rights to land and 
resources of indigenous peoples are affected by a project, the Bank requires 
the promoter to prepare an acceptable Indigenous Peoples Development Plan. 
The plan must reflect the principles of the UN Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples, including free, prior and informed consent to any 
relocation.”

IDB

Ÿ OPIP Section1 Fn3 p.5: “...Other international instruments currently in 
preparation, such as the draft United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples and the draft American Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples, establish aspirational principles that may be taken into 
account to the extent that these instruments are finalized and subscribed by 
the relevant country.”

*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB
(1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)

<Table A-19> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and

Social Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on the

Reference to the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples (UNDRIP)

Policy Reference/Content

WB1
Ÿ OP4.04 Para10: “The Bank expects the borrower to take into account the 
views, roles, and rights of groups, including local nongovernmental 

<Table A-20> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and
Social Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on ‘Human

Rights’
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organizations and local communities, affected by Bank-financed projects 
involving natural habitats, and to involve such people in planning, designing, 
implementing, monitoring, and evaluating such projects.”
Ÿ OP4.10 Para1: “This policy contributes to the Bank's mission of poverty 
reduction and sustainable development by ensuring that the development 
process fully respects the dignity, human rights, economies, and cultures of 
Indigenous Peoples.”
Ÿ OP4.36 Para3: “This policy applies to the following types of Bank-financed 
investment projects:…(b) projects that affect the rights and welfare of people 
and their level of dependence upon or interaction with forests…”
Ÿ OP4.36 Para10: “To be acceptable to the Bank, a forest certification 
system must require:…b) recognition of and respect for any legally 
documented or customary land tenure and use rights as well as the rights of 
indigenous peoples and workers…”
Ÿ OP4.36 Para13: “…the environmental assessment (EA) for an investment 
project addresses the potential impact of the project on forests and/or the 
rights and welfare of local communities.”

WB2

Ÿ ESF Vision Para3: “…the World Bank’s activities support the realization 
of human rights expressed in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
Through the projects it finances, and in a manner consistent with its Articles 
of Agreement, the World Bank seeks to avoid adverse impacts and will 
continue to support its member countries as they strive to progressively 
achieve their human rights commitments.”
Ÿ ESS2 Para10: “Project workers will be provided with information and 
documentation…The information and documentation will set out their rights 
under national labor and employment law…including their rights related to 
hours of work, wages, overtime, compensation and benefits…”
Ÿ ESS2 Para16: “In countries where national law recognizes workers’ rights 
to form and to join workers’ organizations of their choosing and to bargain 
collectively without interference, the project will be implemented in 
accordance with national law...the project will not restrict project workers 
from developing alternative mechanisms to express their grievances and 
protect their rights regarding working conditions and terms of employment.”
Ÿ ESS7 Para3: “Indigenous Peoples/Sub-Saharan African Historically 
Underserved Traditional Local Communities…Their economic, social, and legal 
status frequently limits their capacity to defend their rights to, and interests 
in, land, territories and natural and cultural resources, and may restrict their 
ability to participate in and benefit from development projects.”
Ÿ ESS7 Para5: “Objectives - To ensure that the development process fosters 
full respect for the human rights, dignity, aspirations, identity, culture, and 
natural resource- based livelihoods of Indigenous Peoples/ Sub-Saharan 
African Historically Underserved Traditional Local Communities…”
Ÿ ESS7 Para33: “…the Borrower will inform the affected Indigenous 
Peoples/Sub-Saharan African Historically Underserved Traditional Local 
Communities of: (a) their rights under national law…”
Ÿ ESS8 Para29: “Where a project intends to use cultural heritage of project 
affected parties (including individuals and communities) for commercial 
purposes, the Borrower will inform the project affected parties of: (a) their 
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rights under national law…”

NDB

Ÿ ESS3 Para1 p.21: “To design and implement projects in a way that fosters 
full respect for indigenous peoples’ identity, dignity, human rights, livelihood 
systems, and cultural uniqueness as defined by the indigenous peoples 
themselves so that they: (a) receive culturally appropriate social and economic 
benefits…”

ADB

Ÿ SR3 Para3: “The objective is to design and implement projects in a way 
that fosters full respect for Indigenous Peoples' identity, dignity, human right
s…”
Ÿ SR3 Para9: “The Indigenous Peoples safeguards are triggered if a project 
directly or indirectly affects the dignity, human rights…”

AfDB

Ÿ Preamble p.1: “The AfDB encourages member countries to observe 
international human rights norms, standards, and best practices on the basis of 
their commitments made under the International Human Rights Covenants and 
the African Charter of Human and Peoples' Rights.”

AIIB

Ÿ Vision Para8 p.3: “Social Development and Inclusion - In this regard, the 
Bank seeks, through the Projects it finances, to be supportive of these human 
rights and to encourage respect for them, in a manner consistent with its 
Articles of Agreement.”
Ÿ ESS3 Para1 p.42: “Objectives - To design and implement Projects in a way 
that fosters full respect for Indigenous Peoples' identity, dignity, human right
s…”

EBRD

Ÿ ESP Para9 p.2: “The EBRD recognises the responsibility of clients and 
their business activities to respect human rights and that this is an integral 
aspect of environmental and social sustainability. This responsibility involves 
respecting human rights, avoiding infringement on the human rights of others, 
and addressing adverse human rights impacts…”
Ÿ PR1 Para8 p.12: “It may be appropriate for the client to complement its 
environmental and social assessment with further studies focusing on specific 
risks and impacts, such as climate change, human rights and gender.”
Ÿ PR5 Para3 p.29: “Application of this Performance Requirement (PR) 
supports and is consistent with the universal respect for, and observance of, 
human rights…”
Ÿ PR7 Para8 p.43: “Specific objectives are as follows: to ensure that the 
transition process fosters full respect for the dignity, human rights…”

EIB

Ÿ Background Para8 p.6: “Drawing on the Charter of Fundamental Rights of 
the European Union (the "Charter") (2000), the Bank pays particular attention 
to the rights of disadvantaged groups, and the impacts that a project might 
have on people in both the workplace and the local community.”
Ÿ Background Para15 p.7: “The statement focuses on: a) the “principles” 
on which the EIB approach to environmental and social issues are based, and, 
b) the environmental and social performance “standards” that ensure 
compliance with Bank requirements. The principles and standards are derived 
from EU policy and law, and supplemented by other examples of international 
good practice, and include…The fundamental human rights referred to in the 
EU Charter…”
Ÿ Statement Para6 p.10: “PREAMBLE - The Bank will not finance projects 
which result in a violation of human rights.”
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Ÿ Statement Para30 p.14: “PREAMBLE - ...the Bank follows a rights based 
approach when considering the social aspects of a project. This reflects the 
principles of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union (the 
“Charter”), and the UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Within the 
EU, human rights are guaranteed by EU and national legislation...”
Ÿ Statement Para46 p.17: “STANDARDS - The EIB restricts its financing to 
projects that respect human rights and comply with EIB social standards, based 
on the principles of the Charter of the Fundamental Rights of the European 
Union and international good practices. The Bank does not finance projects 
located in countries declared “off-limits” by the European Council for EU 
financing, particularly due to violations of human rights.”
Ÿ Statement Para48 p.18: “STANDARDS - Within the EU and the 
Enlargement Countries, subject to any agreed phasing, the EIB assumes that 
EU social requirements, including international human rights conventions 
ratified by the EU, are correctly implemented within the framework of 
national law.”
Ÿ Statement Para49 p.18: “STANDARDS - In all other regions of EIB 
operations, the approach of the EIB to social matters is based on the 
rights-based approach mainstreaming the principles of human rights law into 
practices through the application of its Social Assessment Guidelines (SAGs) 
(see Handbook).”
Ÿ Statement Para57 p.19: “CULTURAL HERITAGE - Treatment of cultural 
heritage is thus closely tied to basic human rights expressed in the Charter, in 
the pursuit of social cohesion, strengthening policies of non-discrimination…”
Ÿ Statement Para66 p.21: “CONSULTATION, PARTICIPATION AND PUBLIC 
DISCLOSURE - If the affected party is not satisfied with how the complaint is 
dealt with by the internal EIB process, s/he may lodge a complaint concerning 
maladministration against the Bank with the European Ombudsman (EO). 
Maladministration covers the failure to act in accordance with the 
requirements of the Bank, including applicable legislation and/or respect for 
human rights and the principles of good administration.”

IDB

Ÿ OPGED Para1.1 p.1: “Gender equality contributes to poverty reduction 
and results in higher levels of human capital for future generations. The 
empirical evidence in this regard is overwhelming…Every one of the Bank’s 
member countries in the region has backed the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights (1948)…”
Ÿ OPIP Section1 p.5: “Indigenous rights include the rights of indigenous 
peoples and individuals…Development with identity of indigenous peoples 
refers to a process that includes the strengthening of indigenous peoples, 
harmony with…respect for indigenous rights…”
Ÿ OPIP Section4 p.7: “Promoting Development with Identity -…the Bank will 
seek to address the various facets of development with identity…(c) The 
recognition, articulation, and implementation of indigenous rights…(i) Support 
for the participation and leadership…for the promotion of equal rights.”
Ÿ OPIP Section4 p.8: “Safeguards in Bank Operations - The Bank will 
conduct its operations in a way that prevents or mitigates direct or indirect 
adverse impacts on indigenous peoples or their individual or collective rights 
or assets…One of those safeguards is respect for the rights recognized in 
accordance with the applicable legal norms…The Bank will take into account 
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respect for the rights of indigenous peoples and individuals as established in 
the applicable legal norms according to their relevance to Bank operations.”
Ÿ OPIP Section6 p.11: “In case of conflict, the standard that offers the 
highest degree of protection of indigenous peoples and their rights will 
govern.”
Ÿ OPIP Section8 p.12: “The responsible Bank division must make a 
judgement as to whether the reformulation raises significant new impacts and 
risks for indigenous peoples, their rights or assets.”
Ÿ OPGED Para4.2 p.2: “For purposes of this Policy, gender equality means 
that women and men enjoy the same conditions and opportunities to exercise 
their rights and reach their social, economic, political, and cultural potential.”
Ÿ OPGED Para4.15 p.6: “Adverse impacts -…the Bank will introduce 
measures to prevent, avoid, or mitigate any adverse impacts and/or risks…
Disregarding the right of women to inherit and own land, homes, and other 
assets or natural resources.”
Ÿ OPGED Para4.17 p.6: “Women’s rights - The Bank will recognize, in any 
cultural or ethnic context, the right to equality between women and men, as 
well as the specific rights of women...”

*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB
(1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)

Policy Reference/Content

WB1 Ÿ None

WB2

Ÿ ESS10 Para20: “The information will be disclosed in relevant local 
languages and in a manner that is accessible and culturally appropriate, taking 
into account any specific needs of groups that may be differentially or 
disproportionately affected by the project or groups of the population with 
specific information needs (such as, disability, literacy, gender, mobility, 
differences in language or accessibility).”

NDB Ÿ None

ADB Ÿ None

AfDB

Ÿ PartIII OS5 p.50: “Non-discrimination and equal opportunity. The borrower 
or client does not make employment decisions on the basis of personal 
characteristics unrelated to inherent job requirements, including race, gender, 
nationality, religion or belief, disability, age, sexual orientation...”

AIIB
Ÿ ESS2 Para4 p.40: “Standards of Living - Improve the standards of living of 
the poor and other vulnerable groups displaced by the Project, including 
women, children and persons with disabilities, to at least national minimum 

<Table A-21> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and

Social Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on

‘Disability’
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standards, including access to social protection systems.”
EBRD Ÿ None

EIB Ÿ None

IDB

Ÿ OPGED Para4.11 p.4: “To promote equal access to and the effective 
delivery of project benefits, the Bank will take into account the analytical and 
operational implications of the following considerations, among others…The 
factors widening gender gaps and exclusions, which require analysis of the 
interaction between gender and, among other things...physical or mental 
disability, or HIV/AIDS status…”

*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB
(1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)

Policy Reference/Content

WB1

Ÿ OP4.01 AnnexC Para2: “...the EMP (a) identifies and summarizes all 
anticipated significant adverse environmental impacts (including those involving 
indigenous people or involuntary resettlement); … (d) provides linkage with 
any other mitigation plans (e.g., for involuntary resettlement, indigenous 
peoples, or cultural property) required for the project.”
Ÿ OP4.03 Para2: “The eight IFC Performance Standards have been adopted 
by the Bank as the World Bank Performance Standards for Projects Supported 
by the Private Sector (“WB Performance Standards”) for application to Bank 
support for projects (or components thereof) that are designed, owned, 
constructed and/or operated by a Private Entity (as defined below), in lieu of 
the World Bank’s safeguard policies (“WB Safeguard Policies”). ... 
Performance Standard 3: Resource Efficiency and Pollution Prevention...”
Ÿ OP4.10 Para20: “...the borrower prepares a resettlement plan in 
accordance with the requirements of OP 4.12, Involuntary Resettlement, that 
is compatible with the Indigenous Peoples’ cultural preferences, and includes 
a land-based resettlement strategy.”
Ÿ Operational Policy 4.12 - Involuntary Resettlement: Impacts Covered; 
Required Measures; Eligibility for Benefits; Resettlement Planning, 
Implementation, and Monitoring; Resettlement Instruments (Resettlement Plan, 
Resettlement Policy Framework, Process Framework); Assistance to the 
Borrower
Ÿ Operational Policy 4.12, Annex A - Involuntary Resettlement Instruments: 
Resettlement Plan; Abbreviated Resettlement Plan; Resettlement Policy 
Framework; Process Framework

WB2
Ÿ ESS1 Annex1 Para15: “The content of the ESMP will include the following: 
... (a) Mitigation - The plan will include compensatory measures...the ESMP: ... 
(iv) takes into account, and is consistent with, other mitigation plans required 

<Table A-22> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and

Social Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on

‘Involuntary Resettlement’
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for the project (e.g., for involuntary resettlement, indigenous peoples, or 
cultural heritage).”
Ÿ Environmental and Social Standard 5 - Land Acquisition, Restrictions on 
Land Use and Involuntary Resettlement: Eligibility classification; Project design; 
Compensation and benefits for affected persons; Community engagement; 
Grievance mechanism; Planning and implementation; Displacement (Physical 
displacement, Economic displacement); Collaboration with other responsible 
agencies or subnational jurisdictions; Technical and financial assistance
Ÿ Environmental and Social Standard 5 - Annex 1. Involuntary Resettlement 
Instruments: Resettlement plan; Resettlement framework; Process framework
Ÿ ESS10 Para3: “In the case of projects involving involuntary resettlement, 
Indigenous Peoples or cultural heritage, the Borrower will also apply the 
special disclosure and consultation requirements set out in ESS5, ESS7 and 
ESS8.”
Ÿ OP4.03 Para2: “The eight IFC Performance Standards have been adopted 
by the Bank as the World Bank Performance Standards for Projects Supported 
by the Private Sector (“WB Performance Standards”) for application to Bank 
support for projects (or components thereof) that are designed, owned, 
constructed and/or operated by a Private Entity (as defined below), in lieu of 
the World Bank’s safeguard policies (“WB Safeguard 
Policies”)...Performance Standard 5: Land Acquisition and Involuntary 
Resettlement”

NDB

Ÿ ESP Para5 p.6: “Under the Framework, NDB requires the clients to meet 
the key requirements for environment and social assessment, involuntary 
resettlement and indigenous peoples standards (Part 2) in the preparation and 
implementation of NDB projects.”
Ÿ ESP Para10 p.7: “The screening covers all the three types of concerns of 
ESS, i.e. environment, involuntary resettlement and indigenous peoples.”
Ÿ ESS1 Para3 p.15: “Information disclosure - Disclose the environmental and 
social assessment documents (including ESMP) in a timely manner, in an 
accessible place and in a form and language(s) understandable to affected 
people and other stakeholders during preparation and implementation of the 
project so as to provide an opportunity to broadly identify and address 
environmental and social issues, including involuntary resettlement and 
indigenous peoples.”
Ÿ ESS1 Para16 p.18: “If Involuntary Resettlement may occur as part of the 
project, describe this in the assessment, and complement with the preparation 
of a resettlement plan.”
Ÿ Environment and Social Standard 2 - Involuntary Resettlement: Early 
screening; Meaningful consultation; Grievance mechanism; Livelihood 
restoration; Resettlement assistance; Standards of living; Negotiated settlement; 
Persons without title or legal rights; Compensation and entitlement; 
Resettlement plan; Information disclosure; Implementation; Supervision; 
Monitoring

ADB

Ÿ SPS Para51: “ADB will screen all projects to determine whether or not 
they involve involuntary resettlement. For a project involving involuntary 
resettlement, a resettlement plan will be prepared that is commensurate with 
the extent and degree of the impacts.”
Ÿ Safeguard Requirements 2: Involuntary Resettlement - compensation, 
assistance and benefits for displaced persons, social impact assessment, 
resettlement planning, negotiated land acquisition, information disclosure, 
consultation and participation, grievance redress mechanism, monitoring and 
reporting, unanticipated impacts, special considerations or Indigenous Peoples
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AfDB

Ÿ PartI p.9: “The ISS has further clarified and translated the Bank's policy 
on involuntary resettlement into an OS, clearly establishing the Bank's 
requirements and setting out the contents of a Resettlement Action Plan.”
Ÿ PartIII OS1 p.24: “Any project requiring a Full Resettlement Action Plan 
(FRAP) under the provision of the Bank's policy on involuntary resettlement is 
also deemed to be Category 1.”
Ÿ PartIII Operational Safeguard 2 - Involuntary resettlement; land acquisition, 
population displacement and compensation: Project design; Consultation, 
participation and broad community support; Resettlement planning; 
Resettlement Action Plan; Compensation procedures; Host communities; 
Vulnerable groups; Implementation, monitoring and evaluation

AIIB

Ÿ ESP Para27 p.14: “When the Bank has determined, in consultation with 
the Client, that the Project has potentially adverse environmental or social 
risks and impacts, it requires the Client…If the Project would result in 
Involuntary Resettlement, to address this in the social section of the 
assessment report, complemented by more in-depth coverage, as required 
under ESS2. The Client covers Involuntary Resettlement in a resettlement plan 
or resettlement planning framework (RRF)...”
Ÿ ESP Para30 p.14: “Involuntary Resettlement - The Bank screens each 
Project to determine whether or not it involved Involuntary Resettlement 
(which covers both physical and economic displacement, as defined in ESS2). 
Where it is not feasible to avoid Involuntary Resettlement, the Client is 
required to ensure that resettlement activities are conceived and executed as 
sustainable development programs, providing sufficient resources to enable the 
persons displaced by the Project to share in Project benefits.”
Ÿ ESP Para31 p.14: “If the Project involved Involuntary Resettlement, the 
Bank requires the Client to prepare a resettlement plan or RPF...”
Ÿ ESP Para45 p.17: “Use of ESMPF - The Bank requires the Client to use 
an ESMPF...It sets out the policies and procedures to assess and address:…(b) 
Involuntary Resettlement that is likely to arise from such activities...”
Ÿ ESP Para59 p.21: “Consultation - For each Project with:…(b) Involuntary 
Resettlement…the Bank mary participate in consultation activities to 
understand the concerns of the affected people and to ensure that the Client 
addresses such concerns in the Project's design and ESMP or ESMPF.”
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.28: “Examination of Alternatives - Examine Project 
alternatives to avoid or minimize physical and economic displacement 
associated with Involuntary Resettlement and impacts on Indigenous Peoples.”
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.29: “ESMPF - Set out in the ESMPF: (a) a description of the 
applicable policies and procedures proposed to be followed to assess and 
address:…(ii) any Involuntary Resettlement that is likely to result from such 
activities…”
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.30: “Information Disclosure - Make environmental and social 
information on the Project available…those involving Involuntary 
Resettlement...”
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.32: “Sustainability of Land and Water - Where feasible, 
locate the Project, particularly if it involves land clearing, on land that is 
already converted or highly degraded, provided that any resulting Involuntary 
Resettlement is limited and meets the requirements for an abbreviated 
resettlement plan, as provided for in ESS 2.”
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.33: “Social Risks and Impacts - Undertake a broad 
assessment of potential social and economic risks and impacts, both positive 
and adverse, associate with the Project, not limited to Involuntary 
Resettlement or impacts on Indigenous Peoples.”
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Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.33: “Scope of Social Coverage - If Involuntary Resettlement 
would occur under the Project, describe this in the assessment and 
complement it with the preparation of a resettlement plan as required by ESS 
2.”
Ÿ Environmental and Social Standard 2: Involuntary Resettlement - Planning; 
Resettlement Plant; Abbreviated Resettlement Plan; Resettlement Planning 
Framework; Proportionality; Consultations; Grievance Mechanism; Social 
Support; Livelihood Restoration; Resettlement Assistance; Standards of Living; 
Persons without Title or Legal Rights; Negotiated Settlement; Information 
Disclosure; Implementation; Compensation and Entitlements; Supervision; 
Monitoring 

EBRD

Ÿ EBRD Performance Requirement 5 - Land Acquisition, Involuntary 
Resettlement and Economic Displacement: Avoid or minimise displacement; 
Consultation; Socio-economic assessment and census; Compensation for 
displaced persons; Grievance mechanism; Resettlement and/or Livelihood 
Restoration Framework; Monitoring; Displacement (Physical displacement, 
Economic displacement, Loss of public amenities, Private sector responsibilities 
under government-managed resettlement)
Ÿ PR7 Para7 p.43: “The continued existence of nomadism or transhumance 
and a history of involuntary resettlement have resulted in an expectation of 
continuing fixed links to specific territories which is not always appropriate.”

EIB

Ÿ Statement Para50 p.18: “STANDARDS - Promoters that seek EIB finance 
outside the EU are required to adopt the social standards regarding 
involuntary resettlement...”
Ÿ Statement Para51 p.28: “STANDARDS - Involuntary Resettlement. People 
whose livelihoods are negatively affected by a project should have their 
livelihoods improved or at minimum restored and/or adequately compensated 
for any losses incurred. As such, where physical or economic displacement is 
unavoidable, the Bank requires the promoter to develop an acceptable 
Resettlement Action Plan.”
Ÿ Statement Para64 p.20: “CONSULTATION, PARTICIPATION AND PUBLIC 
DISCLOSURE - ...public consultation is a general requirement of the 
environmental and social safeguards of the Bank, as well as being applied to 
specific social issues, e.g. involuntary resettlement.”

IDB

Ÿ Involuntary Resettlement: Dimension; Relocation as a Project Objective; 
Impoverishment Risk Analysis; Indigenous Communities; Global and Sector 
Loans; Temporary Resettlement; Baseline Information; Community 
Participation; Compensation and Rehabilitation Package; Legal and Institutional 
Framework; Environment; Timeliness; Monitoring and Evaluation
Ÿ IR Principles: “Every effort will be made to avoid or minimize the need 
for involuntary resettlement.”
Ÿ IR Global and Sector Loans: “The operational regulations will include 
procedures to identify any projects that might entail resettlement, and to apply 
requirements that comply with the Bank's policy and guidelines with respect to 
involuntary resettlement.”

*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB
(1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)
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WB1

Ÿ OP4.12 Para15: “Criteria for Eligibility - Displaced persons may be 
classified in one of the following three groups: (a) those who have formal 
legal rights to land (including customary and traditional rights recognized under 
the laws of the country); (b) those who do not have formal legal rights to land 
at the time the census begins but have a claim to such land or assets…
provided that such claims are recognized under the laws of the country or 
become recognized through a process identified in the resettlement plan (see 
Annex A, para. 7(f)); and (c) those who have no recognizable legal right or 
claim to the land they are occupying.”

WB2 Ÿ No explicit and original definition
NDB Ÿ No explicit and original definition

ADB

Ÿ SR2 Fn1: “In the context of involuntary resettlement, displaced persons 
are those who are physically displaced (relocation, loss of residential land, or 
loss of shelter) and/or economically displaced (loss of land, assets, access to 
assets, income sources, or means of livelihoods) as a result of (i) involuntary 
acquisition of land, or (ii) involuntary restrictions on land use or on access to 
legally designated parks and protected areas.”
Ÿ SR2 Para7: “Displaced persons in a project area could be three types: (i) 
persons with formal legal rights to land lost in its entirely or in part; (ii) 
persons who lost the land they occupy in its entirely or in part who have no 
formal legal rights to such land, but who have claims to such lands that are 
recognized or recognizable under national laws; and (iii) persons who lost the 
land they occupy in its entirely or in part who have neither formal legal rights 
nor recognized or recognizable claims to such land.”

AfDB

Ÿ PartIII OS2 p.32: “In accordance with the involuntary resettlement policy, 
three groups of displaced people are entitled to compensation or resettlement 
assistance for loss of land or other assets taken for project purposes: Those 
who have formal legal rights to land or other assets recognised under the laws 
of the country concerned. This category generally includes people who are 
physically residing at the project site and those who will be displaced or may 
lose access or suffer a loss in their livelihood as a result of project activities; 
Those who may not have formal legal rights to land or other assets at the 
time of the census/evaluation but can prove that they have a claim that would 
be recognised under the customary laws of the country. This category may 
include people who may not be physically residing at the project site or 
persons who may not have any assets or direct sources of livelihood derived 
from the project site, but who have spiritual and/or ancestral ties with the 
land and are locally recognised by communities as customary inheritors. 
Depending on the country's customary land use rights, they may also be 
considered to have a claim if they are sharecroppers, tenant farmers, and 
seasonal migrants or nomadic families losing user rights; Those who have no 
recognisable legal right or claim to the land they are occupying in the project 
area of influence and who do not fall into either of the two categories 
described above, if they themselves or witnesses can demonstrate that they 
occupied the project area of influence for at least six months prior to a 
cut-off date established by the borrower client and acceptable to the Bank. 
These groups may be entitled to resettlement assistance other than 
compensation for land to improve their former living standards.”

<Table A-23> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and

Social Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on the

definition of ‘Displaced Persons’
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AIIB Ÿ No explicit and original definition

EBRD

Ÿ PR5 Para5 Fn8 p.30: “These may include those who have legally 
recognisable rights or claims to the land, those with customary claims to the 
land, those with no legally recognisable rights or claims to the land, seasonal 
resource users such as herders/fishing families, hunter and gatherers who may 
have interdependent economic relations with communities located within the 
project area.”
Ÿ PR5 Para18 p.31: “Displaced persons may be classified as persons: (i) who 
have formal legal rights to the land (including customary and traditional rights 
recognised under national laws); (ii) who do not have formal legal rights to 
land at the time of the census, but who have a claim to land that is 
recognised or recognisable under national laws; or (iii) who have no 
recognisable legal right or claim to the land they occupy.”

EIB Ÿ No explicit and original definition
IDB Ÿ No explicit and original definition
*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB
(1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)

Policy Reference/Content

WB1 Ÿ None
WB2 Ÿ None

NDB Ÿ None
ADB Ÿ None

AfDB Ÿ None

AIIB
Ÿ Vision Para18 p.5: “Support for Green Economic Growth - The Bank…
encourages making best use of green growth and low-carbon technologies…
sustainable transport systems and sustainable urban development.”

EBRD Ÿ None

EIB

Ÿ Background Para4 p.5: “Whereas the EIB finances projects for a number 
of EU policy reasons, among the priority lending priorities of the Bank in 
support of sustainable development is the protection and improvement of the 
natural environment and the promotion of sustainable communities.”
Ÿ Statement Para1 p.10: “PREAMBLE - The Bank also finances projects that 
contribute directly to environmental sustainability and social well-being in 

<Table A-24> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and

Social Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on

‘Sustainable Cities and Communities’
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support of sustainable development, by virtue of their positive contribution 
either to the protection and enhancement of the natural or built environment 
and/or to the promotion of sustainable communities.”
Ÿ Statement Para10 p.11: “PREAMBLE - Whereas the Bank assesses all the 
projects it finances for their environmental and social acceptability, it also 
finances projects with a specific objective to protect and improve the natural 
environment and to promote sustainable communities…To qualify against the 
target, a project should promote one or more of the following EU policy 
objectives:…Improve the quality of urban life, including the promotion of 
sustainable communities…”
Ÿ Statement Para11 p.11: “PREAMBLE - The EIB proactively seeks to 
identify and finance projects that add value through the protection and 
improvement of the natural environment and the promotion of sustainable 
communities, in all sectors, notably transport, energy, other infrastructure, the 
natural resources sector, industry and services, urban development, as well as 
in the field of environmental technology-related research and development.”
Ÿ Statement Para45 p.17: “STANDARDS - Social standards are intended to 
promote outcomes to the benefit of individual well-being, social inclusion and 
sustainable communities.”

IDB Ÿ None
*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB
(1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)

Policy Reference/Content

WB1

Ÿ OP4.03 Para2: “The eight IFC Performance Standards have been adopted 
by the Bank as the World Bank Performance Standards for Projects Supported 
by the Private Sector (“WB Performance Standards”) for application to Bank 
support for projects (or components thereof) that are designed, owned, 
constructed and/or operated by a Private Entity (as defined below), in lieu of 
the World Bank’s safeguard policies (“WB Safeguard Policies”). ... 
Performance Standard 8: Cultural Heritage...“
Ÿ OP4.11 Para1 Fn1: “Also known as ‘cultural heritage’, ‘cultural 
patrimony’, ‘cultural assets’ or ‘cultural property’.”
Ÿ Operational Policy 4.11 - Physical Cultural Resources: Physical Cultural 
Resources with Environmental Assessment; Consultation; Disclosure; Projects 
Involving Subprojects or Financial Intermediaries; Country Systems; Capacity 
Building

WB2
Ÿ ESP Para4: “The environmental and social risks and impacts which the 
Bank will take into account in its due diligence are project-related and include 
the following:…(b) Social risks and impacts, including:…(vii) risks to cultural 

<Table A-25> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and

Social Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on ‘Cultural
Heritage’
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heritage.”
Ÿ ESP Para44: “Where a project involving an FI is classified by the Bank as 
High Risk or Substantial Risk and the Bank is not satisfied that adequate 
capacity exists for categorizing, carrying out environmental and social 
assessment or reviewing the results of environmental and social assessment, 
all FI sub-projects that involve...significant risks or impacts on...cultural 
heritage will be subject to prior review and approval by the Bank until it is 
established that adequate capacity within the FI exists.”
Ÿ ESS1 Para28: “The environmental and social assessment, informed by the 
scoping of the issues, will take into account all relevant environmental and 
social risks and impacts of the project, including:…(b) Social risks and impacts, 
including:…(vii) risks to cultural heritage.”
Ÿ ESS1 Annex1 Para6: “Specific features of a project may require the 
Borrower to utilize specialized methods and tools for assessment, such as a 
Resettlement Plan, Livelihood Restoration Plan, Indigenous Peoples Plan, 
Biodiversity Action Plan, Cultural Heritage Management Plan, and other plans 
as agreed with the Bank.”
Ÿ ESS1 Annex1 Para15: “The content of the ESMP will include the following: 
... (a) Mitigation - The plan will include compensatory measures...the ESMP: ... 
(iv) takes into account, and is consistent with, other mitigation plans required 
for the project (e g , for involuntary resettlement, indigenous peoples, or 
cultural heritage).”
Ÿ ESS7 Para12: “The Borrower will assess the nature and degree of the 
expected direct and indirect economic, social, cultural (including cultural 
heritage), and environmental impacts on Indigenous Peoples...who are present 
in, or have collective attachment to, the project area…”
Ÿ ESS7 Para24: “Indigenous Peoples...may be particularly vulnerable to the 
loss of, alienation from or exploitation of their land and access to natural and 
cultural resources. In recognition of this vulnerability...the Borrower will obtain 
the FPIC of the affected Indigenous Peoples...in accordance with paragraphs 
25 and 26 in circumstances in which the project will… .(c) have significant 
impacts on Indigenous Peoples’...cultural heritage that is material to the 
identity and/or cultural, ceremonial, or spiritual aspects of the affected 
Indigenous Peoples’...lives.”
Ÿ ESS7 Para33: “Where a project proposes to use the cultural heritage of 
Indigenous Peoples...for commercial purposes, the Borrower will inform the 
affected Indigenous Peoples...of:…(c)...The Borrower will also enable 
Indigenous Peoples...to share equitably in the benefits to be derived from 
commercial development of such cultural heritage...”
Ÿ Environmental and Social Standard 8 – Cultural Haritage: Stakeholder 
consultation and identification of cultural heritage (Confidentiality, 
Stakeholders' access); Legally protected cultural heritage areas; Provisions for 
specific types of cultural heritage (Archeological sites and material, Built 
heritage, Natural features with cultural significance, Movable cultural 
heritage); Commercial use of cultural heritage
Ÿ ESS9 Para11: “The FI will comply with any exclusions in the legal 
agreement and apply relevant national law for all FI subprojects In addition, 
the FI will apply the relevant requirements of the ESSs to any FI subproject 
that involves resettlement (unless the risks or impacts of such resettlement 
are minor), adverse risks or impacts on Indigenous Peoples or significant risks 
or impacts on the environment, community health and safety, labor and 
working conditions, biodiversity or cultural heritage.”
Ÿ ESS9 Para14: “The environmental and social policy of the FI...will clearly 
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state applicable requirements for FI subprojects, and will include the 
following:...(d) All FI subprojects which involve resettlement (unless the risks 
or impacts of such resettlement are minor), adverse risks or impacts on 
Indigenous Peoples or significant risks or impacts on...cultural heritage will 
apply relevant requirements of ESSs.”
Ÿ ESS9 Para16: “The FI’s environmental and social procedures will include 
measures to:...(c) Require that all FI subprojects are assessed, prepared and 
implemented to meet national law and, in addition, where an FI subproject 
involves resettlement (unless the risks or impacts of such resettlement are 
minor), adverse risks or impacts on Indigenous Peoples or significant risks or 
impacts on...cultural heritage, the relevant requirements of the ESSs are 
applied…”
Ÿ ESS9 Para18: “As part of its environmental and social risk categorization 
system, the FIs will categorize any subproject which involves resettlement 
(unless the risks or impacts of such resettlement are minor), adverse risks or 
impacts on Indigenous Peoples or significant risks or impacts on...cultural 
heritage, as high or substantial risk.”
Ÿ OP4.03 Para2: “The eight IFC Performance Standards have been adopted 
by the Bank as the World Bank Performance Standards for Projects Supported 
by the Private Sector (“WB Performance Standards”) for application to Bank 
support for projects (or components thereof) that are designed, owned, 
constructed and/or operated by a Private Entity (as defined below), in lieu of 
the World Bank’s safeguard policies (“WB Safeguard Policies”). ... 
Performance Standard 8: Cultural Heritage...”

NDB

Ÿ ESP Annex1 p.13: “NDB does not knowingly support projects involving the 
following: ... (ix) Activities prohibited by legislation of the country in which the 
project is located or by international conventions relating to the protection of 
biodiversity resources or cultural heritage (Convention on the Conservation of 
Migratory Species of Wild Animals (Bonn Convention), Convention on Wetlands 
of International Importance, especially as Waterfowl Habitat (Ramsar 
Convention), Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and 
Natural Heritage and Convention on Biological Diversity)”

ADB

Ÿ SR1 Para49: “The project will not remove any physical cultural resources 
unless the following conditions are met: … (ii) The overall benefits of the 
project substantially outweigh the anticipated cultural heritage loss from 
removal.”

AfDB

Ÿ PartI p.9: “The ISS has also incorporated several emerging issues, such as 
project-related issues on cultural heritage…”
Ÿ PartIII OS1 p.26: “All assessments should also systematically consider … 
possible impacts on cultural heritage.”
Ÿ PartIII OS1 p.26: “Cultural heritage - The borrower or client is responsible 
for ensuring that project sites and designs avoid significant damage to cultural 
heritage, including both tangible and intangible cultural heritage....When a 
project may affect cultural heritage, or access to it, the borrower or client 
consults with the communities that use or have used it within living memory 
and with relevant national or local regulatory agencies that are entrusted with 
protecting cultural heritage...”
Ÿ PartIII OS1 p.26 Footnote 6: “Cultural heritage is defined in this document 
as a group of resources inherited from the past that people identify, 
independently of ownership, as a reflection and expression of their constantly 
evolving values, beliefs, knowledge and traditions. Tangible cultural heritage is 
movable or immovable objects, sites, structures, groups of structures of 
natural features or landscapes that have archaeological, paleontological, 
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historical, architectural, religious, aesthetic or other cultural 
significance...Intangible cultural heritage is practices, representations, 
expressions, knowledge, skills - as well as the instruments, objects, artifacts 
and cultural spaces associated therewith - that communities, groups and in 
some cases individuals recognise as part of their cultural heritage and that are 
transmitted from generation to generation.”
Ÿ PartIII OS1 p.27: “When the project is likely to have adverse impacts on 
cultural heritage, the borrower or client identifies appropriate measures for 
avoiding or mitigating these impacts...”
Ÿ PartIII OS1 p.27: “The Bank considers all options to preserve tangible 
cultural heritage during project preparation.”

AIIB

Ÿ ESP Para60 p.21: “When Free, Prior and Informed Consultation (FPICon) Is 
Required - …the Bank requires the Client to engage in FPICon with the 
affected Indigenous Peoples if activities under the Project would: … (c) 
significant impacts on Indigenous Peoples' cultural heritage.”
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.35: “Cultural Resources - Determine, in consultation with 
the Bank, if disclosure of information regarding cultural resources would 
compromise or jeopardize the safety or integrity of the cultural heritage.”
Ÿ ESS2 Para4 p.44: “When Free, Prior and Informed Consultation (FPICon) Is 
Required - …engage in FPICon and obtain the broad support of the affected 
Indigenous Peoples if activities under the Project would: … (c) have significant 
impacts on Indigenous Peoples' cultural heritage.”

EBRD

Ÿ ESP Appx1 p.8: “The EBRD will not knowingly finance, directly or 
indirectly, projects involving the following…activities prohibited by host 
country legislation or international conventions relating to the protection of 
biodiversity resources or cultural heritage…”
Ÿ PR7 Para15 p.44: “In cases where the project has not yet commenced, the 
client will identify through a social assessment process all communities of 
Indigenous Peoples who may be directly or indirectly affected, both positively 
and negatively, by the project, as well as the nature and degree of the 
expected social, cultural (including cultural heritage) and environmental 
impacts on them.”
Ÿ PR7 Para35 p.48: “Cultural Heritage - Where a project proposes to use 
the cultural resources, knowledge, innovations or practices of Indigenous 
Peoples for commercial purposes, the client will inform the Indigenous 
Peoples...”
Ÿ EBRD Performance Requirement 8 - Cultural Heritage: Assessment process 
(Screening for impacts on cultural heritage, Avoiding impacts, Assessing 
impacts that cannot be avoided); Managing impacts on cultural heritage 
(Chance finds procedure, Consultation with affected communities and other 
stakeholders, Project's use of cultural heritage)
Ÿ PR10 Para2 p.54: “This PR identifies GIP relating to ongoing stakeholder 
engagement as an ongoing process which involves… In the case of projects 
involving involuntary resettlement and/or economic displacement, affecting 
Indigenous Peoples or having an adverse impact on cultural heritage…”

EIB

Ÿ Statement Para56 p.19: “CULTURAL HERITAGE - The EIB approach to 
cultural heritage is based on a number of conventions ratified by the EU, and 
reflects a broad concept of cultural heritage as an instrument for human 
development and intercultural dialogue and an element that contributes to the 
achievement of balanced spatial development.”
Ÿ Statement Para57 p.19: “CULTURAL HERITAGE - While retaining a focus 
on the conservation of physical cultural resources, the approach of the EIB 
recognizes the links between tangible cultural resources and intangible cultural 
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practices... Treatment of cultural heritage is thus closely tied to basic human 
rights expressed in the Charter, in the pursuit of social cohesion, 
strengthening policies of non-discrimination, and supporting the rights of 
minorities and indigenous peoples. The treatment of cultural heritage is 
therefore intertwined with the social standards of the Bank summarised 
above.”
Ÿ Statement Para58 p.19: “CULTURAL HERITAGE - The EIB generally does 
not finance a project which threatens the integrity of sites that have a high 
level of protection for reasons of cultural heritage, including UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites.”

IDB Ÿ None
*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB
(1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)

Policy Reference/Content
WB1 Ÿ None

WB2

Ÿ Vision Para4: “The World Bank uses its convening ability, financial 
instruments, and intellectual resources to embed this commitment to 
environmental and social sustainability across all its activities, which range 
from the Bank’s global engagement in issues such as climate change, disaster 
risk management...”
Ÿ ESP Para14: “Where a Borrower is deemed by the Bank to: (a) be in 
urgent need of assistance because of a natural or man-made disaster or 
conflict; or (b) experience capacity constraints because of fragility or specific 
vulnerabilities (including for small states), the applicable provisions of OP 10.00 
will apply.”
Ÿ ESS5 Para9: “This ESS does not apply to management of refugees from, 
or persons internally displaced by, natural disasters, conflict, crime or 
violence.”
Ÿ ESS7 Para9: “This ESS also applies to communities or groups of Indigenous 
Peoples/Sub-Saharan African Historically Underserved Traditional Local 
Communities who, during the lifetime of members of the community or group, 
have lost collective attachment to distinct habitats or ancestral territories in 
the project area, because of...natural disasters…”

NDB Ÿ None

ADB Ÿ None
AfDB Ÿ None

AIIB Ÿ ESP Para51 p.19: “Projects in Situations of Urgent Need of Assistance - 

<Table A-26> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and

Social Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on ‘Disaster
Management’
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An example of when the Bank may determine that a phased approach is 
warranted would be in a case where the Client is deemed by the Bank to be 
in urgent need of assistance because of a natural or man-made disaster or 
conflict.”

EBRD

Ÿ PR7 Para3 Fn1 p.42: ““Forced severance” refers to loss of collective 
attachment to geographically distinct habitats or ancestral territories because 
of conflict, government resettlement programmes, dispossession from their 
lands, natural disasters, or incorporation of such territories into an urban 
area.”

EIB Ÿ None

IDB

Ÿ ESCP Para2.1 p.2: “The Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy 
applies to the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and the Multilateral 
Investment Fund (MIF), including financial and non-financial products…Loans 
under the “Immediate Response Facility for Emergencies Caused by Natural 
and Unexpected Disasters” (IRF) are exempt from the requirements of this 
policy.”
Ÿ ESCP Para4.18 p.8: “In addition to risks posed by environmental impacts, 
the Bank will identify and manage other risk factors that may affect the 
environmental sustainability of its operations. These risk factors may 
include...risks associated with highly sensitive environmental and social 
concerns, and vulnerability to disasters…”
Ÿ IR Objective p.1: “This policy covers any involuntary physical 
displacement of people caused by a Bank project. It applies to all Bank funded 
operations, in the public or private sector, whether Bank financing is directly 
channeled (as in investment loans) or administered by intermediaries (as in 
multiple works, time-slice or multisector credit programs). It excludes 
colonization schemes, as well as the settlement of refugees or victims of 
natural disasters.”
Ÿ Inter-American Development Bank Disaster Risk Management Policy: Areas 
of Coverage; Key Definitions; Areas Outside the Present Policy; Risk 
Management through Programming and Operations (Programming, Risk and 
Project Viability); Post Disaster Operations (Loan Reformulation, 
Reconstruction, Humanitarian Assistance); Policy Implementation; Relation to 
Other Policies

*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB
(1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)
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12. Goal 12: Responsible Consumption and

Production

Policy Reference/Content

WB1

Ÿ OP4.12 Para9: “Bank experience has shown that resettlement of 
indigenous peoples with traditional land-based modes of production is 
particularly complex and may have significant adverse impacts on their 
identity and cultural survival.”
Ÿ OP4.12 Para6: “Socioeconomic studies - The findings of socioeconomic 
studies to be conducted in the early stages of project preparation and with the 
involvement of potentially displaced people, including (a) the results of a 
census survey covering ... (ii) standard characteristics of displaced households, 
including a description of production systems, labor, and household 
organization; and baseline information on livelihoods (including, as relevant, 
production levels and income derived from both formal and informal economic 
activities...”

WB2

Ÿ ESS3 Para5: “The Borrower will implement technically and financially 
feasible measures for improving efficient consumption of energy, water and 
raw materials, as well as other resources. Such measures will integrate the 
principles of cleaner production into product design and production processes 
to conserve raw materials, energy and water, as well as other resources.”
Ÿ ESS5 Para35: “Economically displaced persons will be provided 
opportunities to improve, or at least restore, their means of income-earning 
capacity, production levels, and standards of living...”
Ÿ ESS5 Para36: “Transitional support will be provided as necessary to all 
economically displaced persons, based on a reasonable estimate of the time 
required to restore their income-earning capacity, production levels, and 
standards of living."
Ÿ ESS5 Annex1 Para6: "Census survey and baseline socioeconomic studies - 
The census survey also serves other essential functions:...(a) identifying 
characteristics of displaced households, including a description of production 
systems...and baseline information on livelihoods (including, as relevant, 
production levels and income derived from both formal and informal economic 
activities)...of the displaced population...”
Ÿ ESS6 Para3: “This ESS also addresses sustainable management of primary 
production...”
Ÿ ESS6 Para7: “This ESS also applies to projects that involve primary 
production and/or harvesting of living natural resources.”
Ÿ ESS6 Para31: “The Borrower with projects involving primary production 
and harvesting of living natural resources will assess the overall sustainability 
of these activities, as well as their potential impacts on local, nearby or 
ecologically linked habitats, biodiversity and communities, including Indigenous 
Peoples.”
Ÿ ESS6 Para34: “When the Borrower invests in production forestry in 
natural forests, these forests will be managed sustainably.”
Ÿ ESS6 Para37: “The Borrower involved in the industrial production of crops 

<Table A-27> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and
Social Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on

‘Responsible Consumption and Production’
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and animal husbandry will follow GIIP to avoid or minimize adverse risks or 
impacts.”

NDB

Ÿ ESS1 Para12 p.17: “Pollution prevention - ...Adopt clean production 
processes and good energy efficiency practices…Avoid pollution, or...minimize 
or control the intensity or load of…release of hazardous materials from 
production…”
Ÿ ESS1 Para13 p.17: “Resource efficiency - Integrate the principles of 
cleaner production into product design and production processes..."
Ÿ ESS2 Para3 p.21: "Resettlement assistance - Provide physically and 
economically displaced persons with needed assistance, including the following: 
(i) if there is relocation…better housing at resettlement sites with comparable 
access to employment and production opportunities..."

ADB

Ÿ SR1 Para34: "…the borrower/client will examine and incorporate in its 
operations resource conservation and energy efficiency measures consistent 
with the principles of cleaner production."
Ÿ SR2 Para11: "In the case of physically displaced persons, the 
borrower/client will provide (i) relocation assistance, secured tenure to 
relocation land, better housing at resettlement sites with comparable access to 
employment and production opportunities..."

AfDB

Ÿ PartII p.19: “The interaction of development interventions with the 
physical and ecological environment may result in such unintended 
consequences as...unsustainable production and consumption...”
Ÿ PartIII OS2 p.31: “It seeks to ensure that when people must be displaced…
they receive compensation and resettlement assistance so that their … 
production levels … are improved…”
Ÿ PartIII OS2 p.31: “Ensure that displaced people receive significant 
resettlement assistance under the project, so that their standards of living, 
income-earning capacity, production levels and overall means of livelihood are 
improved beyond pre-project levels.”
Ÿ PartIII OS2 p.33: “...they are given the opportunity to participate in the 
negotiation of compensation packages, and in decisions on…production levels 
and overall means of livelihood might be improved through the Resettlement 
Action Plan.”
Ÿ PartIII OS2 p.35: “Displaced people are provided with targeted 
resettlement assistance with the aim of ensuring that their standards of living, 
income-earning capacity, production levels and overall means of livelihood are 
improved beyond pre-project levels.”
Ÿ PartIII OS2 p.36: “The affected populations and host communities are 
provided with support…for them to…improve their standards of living, 
income-earning capacity, production levels...”
Ÿ PartIII OS4 p.45: “The borrower or client includes resource-efficiency and 
pollution-prevention principles as part of the project policy, in accordance 
with the principles of cleaner production.”
Ÿ PartIII OS4 Fn35 p.45: “Cleaner production refers to the concept of 
integrating pollution reduction into the production process and design of a 
product."
Ÿ PartIII OS4 p.46: “If significant production, use or generation of hazardous 
materials or waste cannot be avoided, the borrower or client, in consultation 
with potentially affected workers and communities, prepares a management 
plan in the framework of a lifecycle assessment...”

AIIB
Ÿ Vision Para18 p.5: “Support for Green Economic Growth - The Bank … 
encourages making best use of green growth and low-carbon technologies, 
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renewable energy, cleaner production…”
Ÿ ESS2 Para4 p.40: “Resettlement Assistance - Provide persons displaced by 
the Project with needed assistance, including the following: (a) if there is 
relocation, security of tenure…of relocation land…proper housing at 
resettlement sites with comparable access to employment and production 
opportunities...”

EBRD

Ÿ PR3 Para7 p.22: “The client will integrate resource efficiency measures 
and the principles of cleaner production into product design and production 
processes with the objective of conserving raw materials, energy and 
water...”
Ÿ PR3 Para14 p.23: “The client's environmental and social assessment 
process will consider alternatives...These options may include...sustainable 
agricultural, forestry and livestock management practices...”
Ÿ PR4 Para25 p.27: “Where the project involved production of and/or trade 
in consumer products, the client should ensure product safety through good 
design and manufacturing processes, as well as adequate storage, handling and 
transportation for the product distribution.”
Ÿ PR6 Para22 p.39: “This PR applies to projects which involve the primary 
production of living natural resources or where such resources are central to 
the project’s core function.”
Ÿ PR6 Para27 p.40: “Clients involved in crop or livestock production should 
ensure that they are employing GIP to avoid or minimise negative impacts and 
resource consumption.”
Ÿ PR6 Para33 p.41: “Clients involved in the production and use of biomass 
will minimise adverse effects on ecosystems and the biodiversity they 
support...”

EIB

Ÿ Statement Para12 p.12: “PREAMBLE - The EIB supports the development 
and application of innovative financial and market-based instruments to 
enhance the value of environmental and social goods and services and to 
promote sustainable production and consumption.”

IDB

Ÿ ESCP Para4.25 p.11: “Bank-financed operations should avoid adverse 
impacts to the environment and human health and safety occurring from the 
production…The production, procurement, use and disposal of hazardous 
material and substances should be avoided...Whenever the significant 
production or use of a hazardous material or substance cannot be avoided, a 
management plan should be prepared...”
Ÿ ESCP Para4.28 p.12: “As part of agreed mitigation measures, the Bank 
may require that the borrower, where feasible and cost effective, adopt 
cleaner production processes...”
Ÿ IR Compensation and Rehabilitation Package: “Compensation and 
rehabilitation options must provide a fair replacement value for assets lost, 
and the necessary means to restore subsistence and income, to reconstruct 
the social networks that support production...”

*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB
(1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)
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WB1

Ÿ OP4.03 Para2: “The eight IFC Performance Standards have been adopted 
by the Bank as the World Bank Performance Standards for Projects Supported 
by the Private Sector (“WB Performance Standards”) for application to Bank 
support for projects (or components thereof) that are designed, owned, 
constructed and/or operated by a Private Entity (as defined below), in lieu of 
the World Bank’s safeguard policies (“WB Safeguard Policies”)... 
Performance Standard 6: Biodiversity Conservation and Sustainable 
Management of Living Natural Resources...”
Ÿ OP4.04 Para1: “The conservation of natural habitats, like other measures 
that protect and enhance the environment, is essential for long-term 
sustainable development. The Bank therefore supports the protection, 
maintenance, and rehabilitation of natural habitats and their functions in its 
economic and sector work, project financing, and policy dialogue. The Bank 
supports, and expects borrowers to apply, a precautionary approach to natural 
resource management to ensure opportunities for environmentally sustainable 
development.”
Ÿ OP4.10 AnnexA Para2: “The social assessment includes the following 
elements, as needed:…(b) Gathering of baseline information on the 
demographic, social, cultural, and political characteristics of the affected 
Indigenous Peoples’ communities, the land and territories that they have 
traditionally owned or customarily used or occupied, and the natural resources 
on which they depend…(d)…Critical to the determination of potential adverse 
impacts is an analysis of the relative vulnerability of, and risks to, the affected 
Indigenous Peoples’ communities given their distinct circumstances and close 
ties to land and natural resources, as well as their lack of access to 
opportunities relative to other social groups in the communities, regions, or 
national societies in which they live…”
Ÿ OP4.10 Para2: “The Bank recognizes that the identities and cultures of 
Indigenous Peoples are inextricably linked to the lands on which they live and 
the natural resources on which they depend...”
Ÿ OP4.10 Para4: “For purposes of this policy, the term “Indigenous 
Peoples” is used in a generic sense to refer to a distinct, vulnerable, social 
and cultural group possessing the following characteristics in varying 
degrees:...(b) collective attachment to geographically distinct habitats or 
ancestral territories in the project area and to the natural resources in these 
habitats and territories…”
Ÿ OP4.10 Para16: “Indigenous Peoples are closely tied to land, forests, 
water, wildlife, and other natural resources, and therefore special 
considerations apply if the project affects such ties. In this situation, when 
carrying out the social assessment and preparing the IPP/IPPF, the borrower 
pays particular attention to: (a) the customary rights of the Indigenous Peoples, 
both individual and collective, pertaining to lands or territories that they 
traditionally owned, or customarily used or occupied, and where access to 
natural resources is vital to the sustainability of their cultures and livelihoods; 
(b) the need to protect such lands and resources against illegal intrusion or 
encroachment; (c) the cultural and spiritual values that the Indigenous Peoples 
attribute to such lands and resources; and (d) Indigenous Peoples’ natural 
resources management practices and the long-term sustainability of such 
practices.”

<Table A-28> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and

Social Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on ‘Natural

Resources’
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Ÿ OP4.10 Para18: “If the project involves the commercial development of 
natural resources (such as minerals, hydrocarbon resources, forests, water, or 
hunting/fishing grounds) on lands or or territories that Indigenous Peoples 
traditionally owned, or customarily used or occupied, the borrower ensures 
that as part of the free, prior, and informed consultation process the affected 
communities are informed of (a) their rights to such resources under statutory 
and customary law…”
Ÿ OP4.12 AnnexA Para6: “Socioeconomic studies - The findings of 
socioeconomic studies to be conducted in the early stages of project 
preparation and with the involvement of potentially displaced people, 
including...(b) Other studies describing the following …(i) land tenure and 
transfer systems, including an inventory of common property natural resources 
from which people derive their livelihoods and sustenance, non-title-based 
usufruct systems…”
Ÿ OP4.12 AnnexA Para26: “A process framework is prepared when 
Bank-supported projects may cause restrictions in access to natural resources 
in legally designated parks and protected areas.”
Ÿ OP4.12 AnnexA Para27: “Specifically, the process framework describes 
participatory processes by which the following activities will be accomplished 
(a) Project components will be prepared and implemented. The document 
should briefly describe the project and components or activities that may 
involve new or more stringent restrictions on natural resource use.”

WB2

Ÿ Vision Para5: “At the project level, these global aspirations translate into 
enhancing development opportunities for all, particularly the poor and 
vulnerable, and promoting the sustainable management of natural and living 
resources. Therefore, within the parameters of a project, the Bank seeks to:…
promote the efficient and equitable use of natural resources and ecosystem 
services…”
Ÿ ESP Para4: “The environmental and social risks and impacts which the 
Bank will take into account in its due diligence are project-related and include 
the following: (a) Environmental risks and impacts, including:…(v) those related 
to ecosystem services and the use of living natural resources, such as fisheries 
and forests; and (b) Social risks and impacts, including:…(v) risks or impacts 
associated with land and natural resource tenure and use, including...any 
corresponding risks related to conflict or contestation over land and natural 
resources...”
Ÿ ESS1 Para28: “The environmental and social assessment, informed by the 
scoping of the issues, will take into account:…(a) Environmental risks and 
impacts, including…(v) those related to…the use of living natural resources…
(b) Social risks and impacts, including:…(v) risks or impacts associated with 
land and natural resource tenure and use, including…natural resources...”
Ÿ ESS5 Para4: “This ESS applies to permanent or temporary physical and 
economic displacement resulting from the following types of land acquisition or 
restrictions on land use undertaken or imposed in connection with project 
implementation:…(c) Restrictions on land use and access to natural resources 
that cause a community or groups within a community to lose access to 
resource usage where they have traditional or customary tenure, or 
recognizable usage rights;…(f) Restriction on access to land or use of other 
resources including communal property and natural resources such as marine 
and aquatic resources, timber and non-timber forest products, fresh water, 
medicinal plants, hunting and gathering grounds and grazing and cropping 
areas;”
Ÿ ESS5 Para4: “This ESS does not apply to restrictions of access to natural 
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resources under community-based natural resource management projects..”
Ÿ ESS5 Para8: “This ESS does not apply to land use planning or the 
regulation of natural resources to promote their sustainability on a regional, 
national or subnational level…”
Ÿ ESS5 Para18: “Women’s and men’s preferences in terms of 
compensation mechanisms, such as replacement land or alternative access to 
natural resources rather than in cash, should be explored."
Ÿ ESS5 Para35: “…(b)  For persons whose livelihoods are natural 
resource-based and where project-related restrictions on access envisaged in 
paragraph apply, measures will be implemented to either allow continued 
access to affected resources or to provide access to alternative resources with 
equivalent livelihood-earning potential and accessibility. Where common 
property resources are affected, benefits and compensation associated with 
restrictions on natural resource usage may be collective in nature...”
Ÿ ESS5 Annex1 Para4: “Potential impacts. Identification of:…(d) any 
project-imposed restrictions on use of, or access to, land or natural 
resources;...”
Ÿ ESS5 Annex1 Para6: “Census survey and baseline socioeconomic studies - 
As the Bank may deem relevant, additional studies on the following subjects 
may be required to supplement or inform the census survey: (g)…land tenure 
and transfer systems, including an inventory of common property natural 
resources from which people derive their livelihoods and sustenance, 
non-title-based usufruct systems…”
Ÿ ESS5 Annex1 Para10: “Valuation of and compensation for losses -…a 
description of the proposed types and levels of compensation for land, natural 
resources and other assets under local law and such supplementary measures 
as are necessary to achieve replacement cost for them.”
Ÿ ESS5 Annex1 Para24: “If land acquisition or restrictions on use of, or 
access to, land or natural resources may cause significant economic 
displacement, arrangements to provide displaced persons with sufficient 
opportunity to improve, or at least restore, their livelihoods are also 
incorporated into the resettlement plan, or into a separate livelihoods 
improvement plan.”
Ÿ ESS5 Annex1 Para29: “Transitional support. The resettlement plan 
provides transitional support to those whose livelihoods will be disrupted. This 
may include payment for lost crops and lost natural resources, payment of lost 
profits for businesses, or payment of lost wages for employees affected by 
business relocation. The plan provides that the transitional support continues 
for the duration of the transition period.”
Ÿ ESS5 Annex1 Para32: “A process framework is prepared when Bank- 
supported projects may cause restrictions in access to natural resources in 
legally designated parks and protected areas.”
Ÿ ESS5 Annex1 Para33: “Specifically, the process framework describes 
participatory processes by which the following activities will be accomplished: 
(a) The document should briefly describe the project and components or 
activities that may involve new or more stringent restrictions on natural 
resource use…”
Ÿ Environmental and Social Standard 6 - Biodiversity Conservation and 
Sustainable Management of Living Natural Resources: Assessment of risks and 
impacts; Conservation of biodiversity and habitats (Modified habitat, Natural 
habitat, Critical Habitat); Legally protected and internationally recognized areas 
of high biodiversity value; Invasive alien species; Sustainable management of 
living natural resources; Primary suppliers
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Ÿ ESS7 Para4: “Indigenous Peoples…are inextricably linked to the land on 
which they live and the natural resources on which they depend.”
Ÿ ESS7 Para5: “Objectives - To ensure that the development process fosters 
full respect for the…natural resource-based livelihoods of Indigenous 
Peoples...”
Ÿ ESS7 Para8: “Indigenous Peoples…(b) Collective attachment to…the 
natural resources in these areas…”
Ÿ ESS7 Para22: “Identified opportunities will aim to address the goals and 
preferences of the affected Indigenous Peoples…to foster the long-term 
sustainability of the natural resources on which they depend.”
Ÿ ESS7 Para24: “Indigenous Peoples…may be particularly vulnerable to the 
loss of, alienation from or exploitation of their land and access to natural and 
cultural resources. …the Borrower will obtain the FPIC of the affected 
Indigenous Peoples…in circumstances in which the project will:…(b) cause 
relocation of Indigenous Peoples…from land and natural resources subject to 
traditional owner- ship or under customary use or occupation…”
Ÿ ESS7 Para29: “Indigenous Peoples…are often closely tied to their land and 
related natural resources…”
Ÿ ESS7 Para30: “If the Borrower proposes to locate a project, or 
commercially develop natural resources, on land traditionally owned by, or 
under the customary use or occupation of, Indigenous Peoples…and adverse 
impacts can be expected, the Borrower will…obtain their FPIC…(d) The 
assessment of land and natural resource use will be gender inclusive and 
specifically consider women’s role in the management and use of these 
resources.…”
Ÿ ESS7 Para31: “The Borrower will consider feasible alternative project 
designs to avoid the relocation of Indigenous Peoples…from communally held 
or attached land and natural resources subject to traditional ownership or 
customary use or occupation...”
Ÿ OP4.03 Para2: “The eight IFC Performance Standards have been adopted 
by the Bank as the World Bank Performance Standards for Projects Supported 
by the Private Sector (“WB Performance Standards”) for application to Bank 
support for projects (or components thereof) that are designed, owned, 
constructed and/or operated by a Private Entity (as defined below), in lieu of 
the World Bank’s safeguard policies (“WB Safeguard Policies”)... 
Performance Standard 6: Biodiversity Conservation and Sustainable 
Management of Living Natural Resources...”

NDB

Ÿ Overview Para5 p.5: “Conservation of natural resources - NDB promotes 
the conservation of natural resources including energy, water and supports 
sustainable land use management and urban development.”
Ÿ ESS1 Para19 p.18: “Land and natural resource access - Assess economic 
and social impacts relating to the involuntary taking of land or restriction on 
access to natural resources; risks or impacts associated with land and natural 
resource tenure and use, including (as relevant) potential project impacts on 
local land use patterns and tenure arrangements, land access and availability, 
food security and land values, and any corresponding risks related to conflict 
or contestation over land and natural resources.”

ADB

Ÿ SPS Para52: “The degree of impacts is determined by evaluating (i) the 
magnitude of the impact on Indigenous Peoples' customary rights of use and 
access to land and natural resources…”
Ÿ SPS Para55: “…consent of affected Indigenous Peoples communities, 
through meaningful consultation, will be ascertained for the following project 
activities…(iii) commercial development of natural resources within customary 
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lands…”
Ÿ SR1 Para1: “The document also includes particular environmental 
safeguard requirements pertaining to biodiversity conservation and sustainable 
management of natural resources....”
Ÿ SR1 Para24: “The borrower/client will assess the significance of project 
impacts and risks on biodiversity and natural resources as an integral part of 
the environmental assessment process...”
Ÿ SR1 Para32: “Renewable natural resources will be managed in a 
sustainable manner.”
Ÿ SR3 Para30: “Indigenous Peoples may be particularly vulnerable when 
project activities include…(iii) commercial development of natural resources 
within customary lands under use…”
Ÿ SR3 Para36: “If the project involved the commercial development of 
natural resources (such as minerals, hydrocarbons, forests, water, or hunting 
or fishing grounds) within customary lands under use by Indigenous People
s…”

AfDB

Ÿ PartII p.15: “The Bank further recognises that human well-being in Africa 
depends on the quality of the environment and the sustainable use of natural 
resources.”
Ÿ PartIII OS2 p.32: “…this OS covers economic, social and cultural impacts 
associated with Bank-financed projects involving…restrictions on land use and 
on access to local natural resources...”
Ÿ PartIII OS3 p.39: “It reflects the objectives of the Convention on Biological 
Diversity to conserve biological diversity and promote the sustainable 
management and use of natural resources.”
Ÿ PartIII OS3 p.42: “The borrower or client ensures that any proposed 
development is consistent with the area's management plan or…with the 
objectives determined by the responsible natural resource…”
Ÿ PartIII OS3 p.43: “Renewable natural resources - In projects whose main 
objective includes the extraction of renewable natural resources…these 
resources are managed in a sustainable manner, with preference for 
internationally recognised systems of certification of sustainable management 
and use.”
Ÿ PartIII OS4 p.35: “This OS outlines the main pollution prevention and 
control requirements for borrowers or clients to achieve…efficient and 
sustainable use of natural resources…The specific objectives are to…Set a 
framework for efficiently using all of a project's raw materials and natural 
resources…”

AIIB

Ÿ Vision Para17 p.5: “Conserving Biodiversity - The Bank recognizes that 
protecting and conserving biodiversity, sustainably managing terrestrial and 
aquatic natural resources and maintaining core ecological functions and 
services are fundamental to sustainable development…Through its financings, 
the Bank assists its Clients in maintaining the livelihoods of Indigenous Peoples 
and other affected communities whose access to, or use of, biodiversity or 
natural resources may be affected by a Project.”
Ÿ Vision Para21 p.6: “Cooperation with Development Partners - Cooperation 
may include Projects at the regional and national level, including those for the 
management of transboundary environmental and natural resource 
management issues.”
Ÿ ESP Para33 p.15: “Indigenouse Peoples - The degree of impacts is 
determined by evaluating: (a) the magnitude of the impact on Indigenous 
Peoples' customary rights of use and access to land and natural resources…”
Ÿ ESP Para60 p.21: “When Free, Prior and Informed Consultation (FPICon) Is 
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Required -…the Bank requires the Client to engage in FPICon with the 
affected Indigenous Peoples if activities under the Project would: (a) have 
impacts on land and natural resources subject to traditional ownership or 
under customary occupation or use…”
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.27: “Conduct an environmental and social assessment for 
the proposed Project to identify direct, cumulative and induced risks and 
impacts…including…natural resources…”
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.32: “Precautionary Approach - Use a precautionary 
approach to anticipate, prevent or minimize negative Project impacts on the 
environment, including the development and management of renewable natural 
resources.”
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.34: “Land and Natural Resource Access - Assess economic 
and social impacts relating to the involuntary taking of land or restriction on 
access to natural resources under the Project; risks or impacts associate with 
land and natural resource tenure and use…Take gender into account regarding 
land ownership and customary rights to natural resources.”
Ÿ ESS2 Para2 p.38: “Scope and Application - Involuntary Resettlement 
covers physical displacement…and economic displacement (loss of land or 
access to land and natural resources…)…”
Ÿ ESS3 Para2 p.42: “Scope and Application - The term Indigenous Peoples is 
used in a generic sense to refer to a distinct, vulnerable, social and cultural 
group possessing the following characteristics in varying degrees…(b) 
collective attachment to geographically distinct habitats or ancestral territories 
in the Project area and to the natural resources in these habitats and 
territories…”
Ÿ ESS3 Para3 p.43: “Avoidance of Impacts - Avoid any restricted access to, 
and physical displacement from, protected areas and natural resources under 
the Project.”
Ÿ ESS3 Para3 p.43: “Proportionality - The degree of the impacts is 
determined by evaluating: (a) the magnitude of the impacts of the Indigenous 
Peoples, including: (i) customary rights of use and access to land and natural 
resources…”
Ÿ ESS3 Para3 p.43: “Commercial Development of Natural Resources - If the 
Project involves the commercial development of natural resources…within 
customary lands under use of Indigenous Peoples, ensure that the affected 
Indigenous Peoples' communities are informed of: (a) their rights…(b) the 
scope and nature of the proposed commercial development…and (c) the 
potential effects…”
Ÿ ESS3 Para3 p.44: "When Free, Prior and Informed Consultation (FPICon) Is 
Required -…engage in FPICon and obtain the broad support of the affected 
Indigenous Peoples if activities under the Project would: (a) have impactson 
land and natural resources subject to traditional ownership or under customary 
occupation or use…”

EBRD

Ÿ ESP Para14 p.2: “The EBRD will be precautionary in its approach to the 
protection, conservation, management and sustainable use of living natural 
resources…”
Ÿ PR5 Para6 p.30: “This PR applies to physical or economic displacement, 
that can be full, partial, permanent, or temporary, resulting from the following 
types of transactions:…imposition of restrictions that result in people 
experiencing loss of access to physical assets or natural resources…”
Ÿ EBRD Performance Requirement 6 - Biodiversity Conservation and 
Sustainable Management of Living Natural Resources: Assessment of issues 
and impacts; Biodiversity conservation requirements; Legally protected and 
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internationally recognised areas of biodiversity value; Invasive alien species; 
Sustainable management of living natural resources; Crop and livestock 
production; Fisheries and aquaculture; Natural and plantation forestry; Use of 
biomass fuel and biofuel production; Supply chain; Genetically Modified 
Organisms (GMOs)
Ÿ PR7 Para3 p.42: “…the term “Indigenous Peoples” is used in a technical 
sense to refer to a social and cultural group…possessing…collective 
attachment to geographically distinct habitats, traditional lands or ancestral 
territories in the project area and to the natural resources in these habitats 
and territories…”
Ÿ PR7 Para6 p.43: “These characteristics expose Indigenous Peoples to 
different types of risks and severity of impacts, including loss of identity, 
culture and natural resource based livelihoods…”
Ÿ PR7 Para8 p.43: “Specific objectives are…to ensure that the transition 
process fosters full respect for the…natural resource-based livelihoods of 
Indigenous Peoples...”
Ÿ PR7 Para19 p.45: “Implementation plan - Measure to ensure continuation 
of community based natural resource management…”
Ÿ PR7 Para28 p.47: “The client will provide…opportunities for culturally 
appropriate development benefits. Such opportunities should be commensurate 
with the degree of project impacts, with the aim of…fostering the long-term 
sustainability of the natural resources on which they may depend.”
Ÿ PR7 Para30 p.47: “Indigenous Peoples are often closely tied to their 
customary lands and its forests, water, wildlife and other natural resources…”
Ÿ PR7 Para31 p.47: “If the client proposes to locate the project on…
customary lands under use, and adverse impacts can be expected on the 
livelihoods…the client will respect their use by:…providing, subject to the 
consent of the Indigenous Peoples, collective ownership rights to the land and 
natural resources are to be offered as compensation…”

EIB

Ÿ Background Para4 p. 5: “The Bank aims to allocate a significant 
proportion of total lending to environmental protection and sustainable 
communities. Projects that qualify in this sense are those that make a 
significant contribution to the Priority Areas and Thematic Strategies of the 
EU Sixth Environment Action Program (EAP)...The EAP aims to give practical 
meaning to the objectives of the Treaty of the European Union (the 
“Treaty”), “of preservation of the environment, protection of human 
health, rational utilisation of natural resources and promotion of measures at 
international level.”
Ÿ Statement Para11 p.11: “PREAMBLE - The EIB proactively seeks to 
identify and finance projects that add value through the protection and 
improvement of the natural environment and the promotion of sustainable 
communities, in all sectors, notably ... the natural resources sector…”

IDB

Ÿ ESCP Para 1.1 p.1: “…mandates included provisions for:…(vi) promoting 
sustainable management of natural resources with specific references to 
environmentally sustainable practices for water resources, forestry, biological 
diversity, marine resources, and agriculture…”
Ÿ ESCP Para 1.3 p.1: “This Policy…recognizes the need to enhance 
conditions for social and economic development and the important role that 
sound management of natural resources and the environment plays in this 
process.”
Ÿ ESCP Para 4.2 p.3: “…strategic approach begins at the level of the 
Bank’s pre-programming and programming processes and addresses issues of 
governance, policy, incentives and priority setting for sound environmental and 
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natural resources management…Enhance social development and increase the 
overall quality of life, recognizing that investments in environment and natural 
resources management are sources of jobs…”
Ÿ ESCP Para 4.7 p.5: “The Bank will proactively support borrowing member 
countries and clients in identifying and financing operations designed 
specifically to:…(iii) promote the conservation and sustainable use of natural 
resources and ecological services…Such operations may include, without 
limitation, activities that…contribute to the sustainable management of land 
and marine based natural resources.”
Ÿ ESCP Para 4.8 p.5: “The Bank, as requested by borrowing member 
countries, will finance environmental and natural resources management 
components or activities across different sectors, with loans and technical 
assistance, beyond required environmental mitigation actions to increase value 
added and long-term sustainability.”
Ÿ ESCP Para 4.9 p.5: “The Bank will support regional and transboundary 
environmental and natural resources management initiatives, including those 
addressing global and regional environmental public goods and services.”
Ÿ ESCP Para 4.10 p.6: “Particular attention should be given to tracking 
performance on the state of environmental governance, institutional and policy 
development, the conditions of key natural resources and ecosystems, and the 
status of internationally agreed targets and goals.”
Ÿ ESCP Para 4.17 p.8: “Any operation that is likely to cause significant 
negative environmental and associated social impacts, or have profound 
implications affecting natural resources, will be classified as Category “A
”…”
Ÿ ESCP Para 4.30 p.13: “For policy-based loans, the Bank will analyze 
during the design phase whether specific country policies and/or institutional 
changes supported by the operation will have significant and direct effects on 
the country’s environment and natural resources…”
Ÿ OPIP Section1 p.5: “Development with identity of indigenous peoples 
refers to a process that includes the strengthening of indigenous peoples, 
harmony with their environment, sound management of territories and natural 
resources…”
Ÿ OPIP Section4 p.7: “…the Bank will seek to address the various facets of 
development with identity…(e) Strengthening of titling and physical 
management processes for territories, lands, and natural resources traditionally 
occupied or used by indigenous peoples…(f) In natural resource management 
and extraction and protected area management projects, the promotion of 
mechanisms for appropriate consultation, participation in natural resources 
management, and benefit sharing by the indigenous peoples on whose lands 
and territories the projects are conducted.”
Ÿ OPIP Section4 p.8: “Territories, land, and natural resources - Operations 
that directly or indirectly affect the legal status, possession, or management of 
territories, lands, or natural resources traditionally occupied or used by 
indigenous peoples will include specific safeguards, consistent with the 
applicable legal framework regarding ecosystem and land protection…In 
projects for natural resource extraction and management and protected areas 
management, safeguards include: (i) prior consultation mechanisms to preserve 
the physical, cultural, and economic integrity of the affected peoples and the 
sustainability of the protected areas and natural resources…”
Ÿ OPGED Para4.15 p.6: “Adverse impacts - In designing its operations, the 
Bank will introduce measures to prevent, avoid, or mitigate any adverse 
impacts and/or risks...These risks may include:…b. Disregarding the right of 
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women to inherit and own land, homes, and other assets or natural 
resources.”
Ÿ IR Principles: “When displacement is unavoidable, a resettlement plan 
must be prepared to ensure that the affected people receive fair and 
adequate compensation and rehabilitation. Compensation and rehabilitation…
will: (i) achieve a minimum standard of living and access to land, natural 
resources, and services (such as potable water, sanitation, community 
infrastructure, land titling) at least equivalent to pre-resettlement levels…(iii) 
experience as little disruption as possible to their social networks, opportunities 
for employment or production, and access to natural resources and public 
facilities…”
Ÿ IR Compensation and Rehabilitation Package: “The compensation and 
rehabilitation package must take adequate account of…customary rights to 
land and natural resources.”
Ÿ IR Environment: “Resettlement plans must take environmental 
considerations into account in order to prevent or mitigate any impacts that 
result from the development of infrastructure, densification of the host area, 
or pressure on natural resources and ecologically sensitive areas…”

*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB
(1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)

Policy Reference/Content
WB1 Ÿ None

WB2 Ÿ None
NDB Ÿ Annex1 p.13: Environmental and Social Exclusion List

ADB Ÿ SPS Appx5p.76: ADB Prohibited Investment Activities List
AfDB Ÿ PartII p.18: Definition of goods harmful to the environment in negative list

AIIB Ÿ p.46, 47: Environmental and Social Exclusion List
EBRD Ÿ Appx1 p.8: EBRD Environmental and Social Exclusion List

EIB Ÿ None
IDB Ÿ None
*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB
(1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)

<Table A-29> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and
Social Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on the

Exclusion List
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Policy Reference/Content

WB1

Ÿ OP4.01 Para3: “EA takes into account the…transboundary and global 
environmental aspects.”
Ÿ OP4.01 Para3 Fn5: “Global environmental issues include climate change, 
ozone-depleting substances, pollution of international waters, and adverse 
impacts on biodiversity.”

WB2

Ÿ Vision Para2: “Inspired by this vision, the World Bank Group is globally 
committed to environmental sustainability, including stronger collective action 
to support climate change mitigation and adaptation, recognizing this as 
essential in a world of finite natural resources. …the various Bank Group’s 
thematic strategies…recognize that all economies, particularly developing ones, 
still need to grow, but they need to do so sustainably, so that 
income-producing opportunities are not pursued in ways that limit or close off 
opportunities for future generations. It recognizes that climate change is 
affecting the nature and location of projects, and that World Bank-financed 
projects should reduce their impact on the climate by choosing alternatives 
with lower carbon emissions. The World Bank works on climate change 
because it is a fundamental threat to development in our lifetime…”
Ÿ Vision Para5: “…the Bank seeks to…Address project-level impacts on 
climate change and consider the impacts of climate change on the selection, 
siting, planning, design and implementation and decommissioning of 
projects...”
Ÿ ESP Para4: “The environmental and social risks and impacts which the 
Bank will take into account in its due diligence are project-related and include 
the following:…Environmental risks and impacts, including:…(iii) those related 
to climate change and other transboundary or global risks and impacts…”
Ÿ ESS1 Para28: “The environmental and social assessment…will take into 
account all relevant environmental and social risks and impacts of the project, 
including: (a)  Environmental risks and impacts, including:…(iii) those related 
to climate change and other trans-boundary or global risks and impacts…”
Ÿ ESS1 Para35: “The environmental and social assessment will consider 
potentially significant project-related transboundary and global risks and 
impacts, such as impacts from effluents and emissions, increased use or 
contamination of international waterways, emissions of short- and long-lived 
climate pollutants, climate change mitigation, adaptation and resilience issues, 
and impacts on threatened or depleted migratory species and their habitats.”
Ÿ ESS3 Para2: “Objectives -…to avoid or minimize project-related emissions 
of short and long-lived climate pollutants.”
Ÿ ESS3 Para13: “To address potential adverse project impacts on human 
health and the environment, the Borrower will consider relevant factors, 
including...(f) impacts of climate change.”
Ÿ ESS4 Para1: “…communities that are already subjected to impacts from 
climate change may also experience an acceleration or intensification of 
impacts due to project activities.”
Ÿ ESS4 Para2: “Objectives -…To promote quality and safety, and 

<Table A-30> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and

Social Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on ‘Climate

Change’
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considerations relating to climate change, in the design and construction of 
infrastructure, including dams…”
Ÿ ESS4 Para6: “Structural design will take into account climate change 
considerations, as appropriate.”
Ÿ ESS4 Para14: “…Where appropriate and feasible, the Borrower will 
identify the project’s potential risks and impacts on ecosystem services that 
may be exacerbated by climate change.”
Ÿ ESS6 Para8: “The environmental and social assessment...will consider 
threats to...projected climate change impacts.”

NDB

Ÿ Overview Para5 p. 4: “Climate change - NDB seeks to promote mitigation 
and adaptation measures to address climate change…NDB also encourages 
climate proofing of its infrastructure financing and investments to build 
resilience to climate change.”
Ÿ ESS1 Para3 p.14: “Impact assessment - Assess potential transboundary and 
global impacts, including climate change.”
Ÿ ESS1 Para5 p.16: “Biodiversity assessment - Consider direct and indirect 
project-related impacts on biodiversity, for example habitat loss, degradation 
and fragmentation, invasive alien species, over exploitation, hydrological 
changes, nutrient loading, pollution and incidental take, as well as projected 
climate change impacts.”
Ÿ ESS1 Para11 p.17: “Climate change - Assess both the potential impacts of 
the project on climate change as well as the implications of climate change on 
the project and develop both mitigation or adaptation measures as appropriate. 
Identify opportunities for no- or low-carbon use, where applicable, and for 
reducing emissions from the project.”

ADB
Ÿ SPS Para12: “ADB's long-term strategic framework 2008-2020 focuses on 
five drivers of change…(ii) environment, including climate change…”

AfDB

Ÿ Executive Summary p.2: “The Integrated Safeguards System (ISS) seeks 
to...adopt good international practice, including on climate change…”
Ÿ PartI p.9: “The ISS has also incorporated several emerging issues such 
as...climate change...The ISS recognises the challenge to development efforts 
brought about by climate variability and change…The ISS requires that 
Bank-sponsored projects be screened and categorised according to their 
vulnerability to the risks of climate change.”
Ÿ PartII p.16: "The Bank is committed to ensuring that its public and private 
sector operations comply with the Operational Safeguards (OSs) by assessing 
environmental, climate change…”
Ÿ PartII p.19: “Incorporating climate change into development efforts -…The 
Bank requires an assessment of vulnerability to climate change as part of the 
environmental and social assessment process…”
Ÿ PartIII OS1 p.21: “The objective of this overarching Operational Safeguard 
(OS), along with the OSs that support it, is to mainstream environmental and 
social considerations - including those related to climate change 
vulnerability...”
Ÿ PartIII OS1 p.21: “The specific objectives are to: Mainstream 
environmental, climate change…Identify and assess the environmental and 
social impacts and risks - including those related to gender, climate change, 
and vulnerability…”
Ÿ PartIII OS1 p.22: “Working with Bank operations staff, the borrower or 
client screens the project for environmental and social impacts - including 
climate change impacts…”
Ÿ PartIII OS1 p.23: “The assessment covers, in an integrated way, all 
relevant direct and indirect environmental and social risks and impacts…
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including greenhouse gas emissions and vulnerability to climate change 
effects.”
Ÿ PartIII OS1 p.23: “The Bank intends that the assessment process will 
support and strengthen existing country systems for environmental, 
climate...”
Ÿ PartIII OS1 p.25: “The Bank screens projects for climate change risk using 
the Climate Safeguards System, which provides a category for project climate 
change risk...”

AIIB

Ÿ Intro Para5 p.2: “The objectives of this Environmental and Social 
Framework are to:…Enable Clients…to identify and manage environmental 
and social risks and impacts of Projects, including those of climate change.”
Ÿ Vision Para16 p.5: “Measures for Climate Change - The Bank supports the 
three aims of the Paris Agreement of December 2015 to strengthen the global 
response to the threat of climate change…The Bank supports its Clients in 
their evaluation of both the potential impacts of the Project on climate change 
and the implications of climate change on the Project.”
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.28: “Environmental and Social Assessment - Assess potential 
trans-boundary and global impacts, including climate change as they relate to 
the Project…”
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.31: “Biodiversity Consideration - Consider direct and indirect 
Project-related impacts on…projected climate change impacts.”
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.33: “Climate Change - Design and implement the Project so 
as to minimize emissions in accordance with the aims of the Paris Agreement 
of December 2015. Develop mitigation or adaptation measures to reduce risk 
of climate change, as relevant. Assess the impacts of the Project on climate 
change, including emissions, as well as the implications of climate change for 
the Project. Identify opportunities for low-carbon use, where applicable, and 
for reducing emissions, enhancing adaptive capacity, strengthening resilience 
and reducing vulnerability to climate change, incorporating climate-proofing 
into the Project…”

EBRD

Ÿ ESP Para13 p.2: “The EBRD recognises the importance of addressing both 
the causes and the consequences of climate change in its countries of 
operations. The EBRD will engage, whenever appropriate, in innovative 
investments and technical assistance to support no/low-carbon investments and 
climate-change mitigation and adaptation opportunities, as well as identify 
opportunities to reduce emissions in EBRD-supported projects. The EBRD will 
also support its clients in developing adaptation measures that promote 
climate-resilient investments.”
Ÿ PR1 Para8 p.12: “It may be appropriate for the client to complement its 
environmental and social assessment with further studies focusing on specific 
risks and impacts, such as climate change, human rights and gender.”
Ÿ PR6 Para7 p.36: “The baseline assessment will consider, but will not be 
limited to, loss of habitat, degradation and fragmentation, invasive alien 
species, overexploitation, migratory corridors, hydrological changes, nutrient 
loading and pollution, as well as impacts relevant to climate change…”

EIB

Ÿ Background Para3 p.5: “…climate change, biodiversity and ecosystems 
considerations are integrated into the lending policies and practices of the 
Bank…”
Ÿ Background Para5 p.5: “The need to mitigate and adapt to climate change 
and to tackle the degradation and unsustainable use of ecosystems and their 
associated biodiversity are the two greatest environmental challenges of the 
21st century and are closely related to human well-being and sustainable 
development…The EIB keeps under continuous review and upgrades its 
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approach to climate change to guide Bank lending and operational practices 
pertaining to climate change mitigation and adaptation in support of the 
European Climate Change Program and the EU Action Plan on Climate Change 
and Development…The approach of the Bank reflects, respectively, its 
contribution to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
and the UN Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), as well as to the 
attainment of the UN Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), particularly MDG 
7 to ensure environmental sustainability.”
Ÿ Statement Para10 p.11: “PREAMBLE -…a project should promote one or 
more of the following EU policy objectives: Provide an appropriate response to 
the threat of climate change, through either climate change mitigation or 
adaptation-related investments, including support for projects in the fields of 
energy efficiency, renewable energy, cleaner energy and carbon 
sequestration...”
Ÿ Statement Para75 p.22: “CLIMATE CHANGE - The EIB endorses the 
findings related to climate change contained in the assessment reports of the 
UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)…”
Ÿ Statement Para76 p.22: “CLIMATE CHANGE - The EIB supports the fight 
against climate change, aligning its activities with EU climate change policy.”
Ÿ Statement Para77 p.22: “CLIMATE CHANGE - The EIB…aligns its 
operations with other EU climate policy investment priorities, including the 
research, development and investment in new climate friendly technologies…
Key Bank lending policies…are also periodically reviewed to make them 
consistent with EU climate policy and to reflect emerging climate change 
considerations.”
Ÿ Statement Para79 p.23: “CLIMATE CHANGE - The EIB is committed to…
the establishment and development of financial mechanisms for cost-effective 
climate change mitigation, such as the carbon market.”
Ÿ Statement Para80 p.23: “CLIMATE CHANGE - While mitigation is vital, 
most of the climate changes projected for the coming decades can no longer 
be avoided due to time lags in the response of climate systems to the build-up 
of GHGs in the atmosphere.”
Ÿ Statement Para81 p.23: “CLIMATE CHANGE - EIB projects may be 
exposed to climate risks in the course of their economic life…In such cases, 
the Bank encourages promoters to identify and manage climate change 
risks.”

IDB

Ÿ ESCP Para4.28 p.12: “Bank-financed operations will include as 
appropriate, measures to prevent, reduce or eliminate pollution emanating 
from their activities…Operations that produce significant quantities of 
greenhouse gases will annually quantify direct GHG emissions, in accordance 
with the emission estimation methodologies of the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change or other internationally accepted methodologies….”

*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB
(1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)
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WB1 Ÿ None

WB2

Ÿ ESS3 Para1: “The current and projected atmospheric concentration of 
greenhouse gases (GHG) threatens the welfare of current and future 
generations. At the same time, more efficient and effective resource use, 
pollution prevention and GHG emission avoidance, and mitigation technologies 
and practices have become more accessible and achievable.”
Ÿ ESS3 Para16: “As part of the environmental and social assessment of the 
project, the Borrower will characterize and estimate sources of air pollution 
related to the project. This will include an estimate of gross GHG emissions 
resulting from the project, providing that such estimation is technically and 
financially feasible. Where the Borrower does not have the capacity to 
develop the estimate of GHG emissions, the Bank will provide assistance to 
the Borrower. For projects that have diverse and small sources of emissions 
(for example, community-driven development projects) or where emissions are 
not likely to be significant (for example, projects in education and social 
protection), GHG estimations will not be required.”

NDB

Ÿ ESS1 Para14 p.17: “Greenhouse gases - Consider alternatives and 
implement technically and financially feasible and cost-effective options, as 
appropriate, to reduce project-related greenhouse gas emissions during design 
and operation. For projects with significant greenhouse implication, where 
technically and financially feasible, quantify direct and indirect emissions in 
line with national protocols.”

ADB

Ÿ SR1 Para7: “The assessment will identify potential transboundary effects…
as well as global impacts, such as emission of greenhouse gases and 
impacts...”
Ÿ SR1 Para13: “Such measures may relate, for instance, to conservation of 
habitat and biodiversity, preservation of ambient conditions, and greenhouse 
gas emissions.”
Ÿ SR1 Para39: “The borrower/client will promote the reduction of 
project-related anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions in a manner 
appropriate to the nature and scale of project operations and impacts. During 
the development or operation of projects that are expected to or currently 
produce significant quantities of greenhouse gases, the borrower/client will 
quantify direct emissions from the facilities within the physical project 
boundary and indirect emissions associated with the off-site production of 
power used by the project. The borrower/client will conduct quantification and 
monitoring of greenhouse gas emissions annually in accordance with 
internationally recognized methodologies.”

AfDB

Ÿ PartIII OS1 p.23: “The assessment covers, in all integrated way, all 
relevant direct and indirect environmental and social risks and impacts…
including greenhouse gas emissions and vulnerability to climate change 
effects.”
Ÿ PartIII OS4 p.46: “Greenhouse gas emissions - The Bank will develop and 
pilot a tool to track greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in accordance with the 
provisions of the UNFCCC, without prejudging current negotiations under the 
Convention…Upon completion of the GHG tracking tool, the Bank will report 
ex-ante on GHG emissions estimated to be produced by the Bank's 
investments on a project-by-project basis and will report on GHG emissions 

<Table A-31> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and

Social Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on

‘Greenhouse Gas’
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(gross and net) in project documentation…In reporting on GHG emissions the 
Bank will be guided by two principles: (i) Full disclosure of information in line 
with its Disclosure and Access to Information policy; (ii) Graduated reporting: 
the Bank will initially report on emissions for all Category 1 operations and 
will use the findings of the GHG tracking tool pilot to gradually refine and 
expand its reporting on GHG emissions.”

AIIB

Ÿ Vision Para16 p.5: “Measures for Climate Change - It may, through its 
financings, support Clients' formulation of long-term low greenhouse gas 
emission development strategies…To this end, the Bank plans to prioritize 
investments promoting greenhouse gas emission neutral and climate resilient 
infrastructure, including actions for reducing emissions, climate-proofing and 
promotion of renewable energy.”
Ÿ ESP Para36 p.16: “Support for Quantification of Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
- In order to support reporting on greenhouse gas emissions for 
implementation of the Paris Agreement, the Bank may, at the Client's request, 
finance measures for the Client to quantify and report to national authorities, 
in accordance with internationally recognized methodologies and good practice, 
direct and indirect emissions from Project-related facilities.”
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.33: “Pollution Prevention - Avoid pollution, or, when 
avoidance is not possible, minimize or control the intensity or load of pollutant 
emissions and discharges, including direct and indirect greenhouse gas 
emissions.”
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.33: “Greenhouse Gases - Assess alternatives under the 
Project, and implement technically and financially feasible and cost-effective 
options that support meeting nationally determined contributions.”

EBRD

Ÿ PR3 Para4 p.21: “The objectives of this PR are to:…promote the reduction 
of project-related greenhouse gas emissions.”
Ÿ PR3 Para14 p.23: “The client’s environmental and social assessment 
process will consider alternatives and implement technically and financially 
feasible and cost-effective options to avoid or minimise project-related 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions during the design and operation of the 
project.”
Ÿ PR3 Para15 p.23: “For projects that currently produce, or are expected to 
produce post-investment, more than 25,000 tonnes of CO2-equivalent 
annually, the client will quantify these emissions in accordance with EBRD 
Methodology for Assessment of Greenhouse Gas Emissions. The scope of GHG 
assessment shall include all direct emissions from the facilities, activities and 
operations that are part of the project or system, as well as indirect emissions 
associated with the production of energy used by the project. Quantification of 
GHG emissions will be conducted by the client annually and reported to the 
EBRD.”

EIB

Ÿ Statement Para13 p.12: “PREAMBLE - The EIB aims to identify, quantify 
and value direct and indirect environmental and social externalities…Such 
techniques encourage projects that are expected to yield significant positive 
external impacts, such as a reduction in greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and 
improvements in public health.”
Ÿ Statement Para75 p.22: “CLIMATE CHANGE - The Bank recognizes that 
projects it finances today have a role in determining the concentrations of 
GHGs in the atmosphere for several decades to come and therefore, the 
extent of climate change in the future.”
Ÿ Statement Para78 p.22: “CLIMATE CHANGE - In carbon-intensive 
sensitive sectors, the EIB requires the use of the most efficient solutions, and 
requires promoters systematically to estimate expected GHG emissions and to 
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identify and apply appropriate mitigation measures. For projects that produce 
significant quantities of GHG emissions, the EIB incorporates the costs of such 
emissions into the financial and economic analyses that inform its financing 
decision.”
Ÿ Statement Para80 p.23: “CLIMATE CHANGE - While mitigation is vital, 
most of the climate changes projected for the coming decades can no longer 
be avoided due to time lags in the response of climate systems to the build-up 
of GHGs in the atmosphere. The EIB therefore recognizes that adaptation is 
necessary and actively promotes adaptation projects..."
Ÿ Statement Para82 p.23: “CLIMATE CHANGE - The EIB…continues to…
develop a number of methodologies for the complex task of measuring and 
reporting the carbon footprint of the projects that it finances…The Bank will 
publish the outcome of this work, defining a preferred footprint methodology 
and identifying appropriate performance indicators to demonstrate its 
commitment to EU GHG emission reductions targets.”

IDB

Ÿ ESCP Para4.28 p.12: “Bank-financed operations will include as 
appropriate, measures to prevent, reduce or eliminate pollution emanating 
from their activities…The Bank encourages the reduction and control of 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in a manner appropriate to the nature and 
scale of operations. Operations that produce significant quantities of 
greenhouse gases will annually quantify direct GHG emissions, in accordance 
with the emission estimation methodologies of the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change or other internationally accepted methodologies….”

*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB
(1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)
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WB1

Ÿ OP4.04 AnnexA Para1: “The following definitions apply in OP and BP 4.04: 
… (c) Significant conversion is the elimination or severe diminution of the 
integrity of a critical or other natural habitat caused by a major, long-term 
change in land or water use... In both terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems, 
conversion of natural habitats can occur as the result of severe pollution…”

WB2

Ÿ ESS5 Para4: “…(f) Restriction on access to land or use of other resources 
including communal property and natural resources such as marine and aquatic 
resources, timber and non-timber forest products, fresh water, medicinal 
plants, hunting and gathering grounds and grazing and cropping areas.”

<Table A-32> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and

Social Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on ‘Marine
and Aquatic Life’
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Ÿ ESS6 Para1: “Biodiversity is defined as the variability among living 
organisms from all sources including, inter alia, terrestrial, marine and other 
aquatic ecosystems and the ecological complexes of which they are a part; this 
includes diversity within species, between species, and of ecosystems.”
Ÿ ESS6 Para2:“ESS6 recognizes the importance of maintaining core 
ecological functions of habitats, including forests, and the biodiversity they 
support. Habitat is defined as a terrestrial, freshwater, or marine geographical 
unit or airway that supports assemblages of living organisms and their 
interactions with the nonliving environment.”
Ÿ ESS6 Para13: ““Habitat” is defined as a terrestrial, freshwater, or 
marine geographical unit or airway that supports assemblages of living 
organisms and their interactions with the nonliving environment.”
Ÿ ESS6 Para35: “In particular, forests and aquatic systems are principal 
providers of these resources, and need to be managed as specified below…(c) 
For projects involving industrial-scale harvesting of fish populations and all 
other types of marine and freshwater organisms, the Borrower will 
demonstrate that their activities are being undertaken in a sustainable manner, 
consistent with the principles and criteria for sustainable harvesting.”

NDB

Ÿ Overview Annex1 p.13: “NDB does not knowingly support projects 
involving the following:…(xi) Marine and coastal fishing practices, such as 
large-scale pelagic drift net fishing and fine mesh net fishing, harmful to 
vulnerable and protected species in large numbers and damaging to marine 
biodiversity and habitats…”

ADB

Ÿ SPS Appx5: “The following do not qualify for Asian Development Bank 
financing: …(x) marine and coastal fishing practices, such as large-scale 
pelagic drift net fishing and fine mesh net fishing, harmful to vulnerable and 
protected species in large numbers and damaging to marine biodiversity and 
habitats.”

AfDB Ÿ None

AIIB
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.32: “Sustainability of Land and Water Use - Include 
examination of risks and impacts to coastal and marine resources, where 
relevant.”

EBRD

Ÿ ESP Appx1 p.8: “The EBRD will not knowingly nance, directly or 
indirectly, projects involving the following…drift net fishing in the marine 
environment using nets in excess of 2.5 km in length”
Ÿ PR6 Para29 p.40: “Fisheries and aquaculture - Clients involved in the 
farming, harvesting or processing of fish or other aquatic species must 
demonstrate that their activities are being, or will be, undertaken in a 
sustainable manner. This can be achieved through attainment of independent 
certification, or through studies undertaken as part of the assessment 
process.”
Ÿ PR6 Para30 p.40: “For aquaculture projects, clients will assess and 
minimise the risk of escape of non-native species into the aquatic 
environment.”

EIB

Ÿ Statement Para67 p.21: “STANDARDS - The EIB approach to biological 
diversity is grounded in the principles and standards of the EU Habitats and 
Birds Directives, and of relevant international conventions ratified by the EU 
and incorporated into EU law, namely the Convention on Biological Diversity, 
the Ramsar, Bonn and Bern Conventions and those conventions that cover 
international marine areas (HELCOM, OSPAR, Barcelona and Bucharest)…”

IDB
Ÿ ESCP Para1.1 p.1: “These mandates included provisions for:…(vi) 
promoting sustainable management of natural resources with specific 
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references to environmentally sustainable practices for water resources, 
forestry, biological diversity, marine resources, and agriculture…”
Ÿ ESCP Para4.7 p.5: “The Bank will proactively support borrowing member 
countries and clients in identifying and financing operations designed 
specifically to: …(iii) promote the conservation and sustainable use of natural 
resources and ecological services…Such operations may include, without 
limitation, activities that…contribute to the sustainable management of land 
and marine based natural resources.”
Ÿ ESCP Para4.9 p.5: “The Bank may support, inter alia: investments for 
managing international watersheds, regional and transboundary biological 
corridors and protected areas, and shared coastal and marine resources, 
among others…”
Ÿ ESCP Para4.22 p.11: “The environmental assessment process for 
operations with potentially significant transboundary environmental and 
associated social impacts, such as operations affecting another country’s use 
of waterways, watersheds, coastal marine resources, biological corridors, 
regional air sheds and aquifers…”
Ÿ ESCP Para6.1 p.17: “For the purposes of this Policy:…Significant 
conversion is the elimination or severe diminution of the integrity of a critical 
or other natural habitat caused by a major, long-term change in land or water 
use. In both terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems, conversion of natural habitats 
can occur as the result of severe pollution. Conversion can result directly 
from the action of a project or through an indirect mechanism (e.g., through 
induced settlement along a road)…”

*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB
(1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)

Policy Reference/Content

WB1

Ÿ OP4.04 AnnexA Para1: “The following definitions apply in OP and BP 4.04: 
…(c) Significant conversion is the elimination or severe diminution of the 
integrity of a critical or other natural habitat caused by a major, long-term 
change in land or water use... In both terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems, 
conversion of natural habitats can occur as the result of severe pollution…”

WB2

Ÿ ESS6 Para1: “Biodiversity is defined as the variability among living 
organisms from all sources including, inter alia, terrestrial, marine and other 
aquatic ecosystems and the ecological complexes of which they are a part; this 
includes diversity within species, between species, and of ecosystems.”
Ÿ ESS6 Para2: “Habitat is defined as a terrestrial, freshwater, or marine 
geographical unit or airway that supports assemblages of living organisms and 
their interactions with the nonliving environment.”

<Table A-33> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and
Social Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on

‘Terrestrial Life’
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Ÿ ESS6 Para13: ““Habitat” is defined as a terrestrial, freshwater, or 
marine geographical unit or airway that supports assemblages of living 
organisms and their interactions with the nonliving environment.”

NDB Ÿ None

ADB Ÿ None
AfDB Ÿ None

AIIB

Ÿ Vision Para17 p.5: “Conserving Biodiversity - The Bank recognizes that 
protecting and conserving biodiversity, sustainably managing terrestrial and 
aquatic natural resources and maintaining core ecological functions and 
services are fundamental to sustainable development.”

EBRD

Ÿ PR6 Para1 Fn1 p. 36: “For the purpose of this PR, biodiversity is defined 
in accordance with the Convention on Biological Diversity as the “variability 
among living organisms from all sources including, inter alia, terrestrial, 
marine and other aquatic ecosystems and the ecological complexes of which 
they are a part; this includes diversity within species, between species and of 
ecosystems.”
Ÿ PR6 Para1 Fn5 p. 36: “Habitat is defined as a terrestrial, freshwater or 
marine geographical unit or airway that supports assemblages of living 
organisms and their interactions with the non-living environment.”

EIB Ÿ None

IDB

Ÿ ESCP Para6.1 p.17: “For the purposes of this Policy:…Significant 
conversion is the elimination or severe diminution of the integrity of a critical 
or other natural habitat caused by a major, long-term change in land or water 
use. In both terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems, conversion of natural habitats 
can occur as the result of severe pollution. Conversion can result directly 
from the action of a project or through an indirect mechanism (e.g., through 
induced settlement along a road)…”

*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB
(1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)
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WB1

Ÿ OP4.03 Para2: “The eight IFC Performance Standards have been adopted 
by the Bank as the World Bank Performance Standards for Projects Supported 
by the Private Sector (“WB Performance Standards”) for application to Bank 
support for projects (or components thereof) that are designed, owned, 
constructed and/or operated by a Private Entity (as defined below), in lieu of 
the World Bank’s safeguard policies (“WB Safeguard 
Policies”)...Performance Standard 6: Biodiversity Conservation and Sustainable 
Management of Living Natural Resources”

<Table A-34> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and
Social Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on

‘Biodiversity’
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Ÿ OP4.04 AnnexA Para1 Fn1: “Biodiversity outside of natural habitats (such 
as within agricultural landscapes) is not covered under this policy. It is good 
practice to take such biodiversity into consideration in project design and 
implementation.”

WB2

Ÿ Vision Para5: “…the Bank seeks to:…Conserve or rehabilitate biodiversity 
and natural habitats, and promote the efficient and equitable use of natural 
resources and ecosystem services…”
Ÿ ESP Para4: “The environmental and social risks and impacts which the 
Bank will take into account in its due diligence are project-related and include 
the following: (a) Environmental risks and impacts, including:…(iv) any 
material threat to the protection, conservation, maintenance and restoration of 
natural habitats and biodiversity…”
Ÿ ESP Para44: “…all FI subprojects that involve...significant risks or impacts 
on...biodiversity...will be subject to prior review and approval by the Bank until 
it is established that adequate capacity within the FI exists.”
Ÿ ESS1 Para28: “The environmental and social assessment, informed by the 
scoping of the issues, will take into account all relevant environmental and 
social risks and impacts of the project, including: (a)  Environmental risks and 
impacts, including: …(iv) any material threat to…biodiversity…”
Ÿ ESS1 Annex1 Para16: “(c) Project Description…Identifies the existence of 
any plans already developed to address specific environmental and social risks 
and impacts (e.g., land acquisition or resettlement plan, cultural heritage plan, 
biodiversity plan).”
Ÿ ESS3 Para13: “To address potential adverse project impacts on human 
health and the environment, the Borrower will consider relevant factors, 
including, for example: …(d) the project’s proximity to areas of importance 
to biodiversity…”
Ÿ Environmental and Social Standard 6 - Biodiversity Conservation and 
Sustainable Management of Living Natural Resources: Assessment of risks and 
impacts; Conservation of biodiversity and habitats (Modified habitat, Natural 
habitat, Critical Habitat); Legally protected and internationally recognized areas 
of high biodiversity value; Invasive alien species; Sustainable management of 
living natural resources; Primary suppliers
Ÿ ESS9 Para11: “…the FI will apply the relevant requirements of the ESSs 
to any FI subproject that involves…significant risks or impacts on…
biodiversity...”
Ÿ ESS9 Para16: “The FI’s environmental and social procedures will include 
measures to:…(c) Require that all FI subprojects are assessed, prepared and 
implemented to meet national law and, in addition, where an FI subproject 
involves...significant risks or impacts on…biodiversity…the relevant 
requirements of the ESSs are applied…”
Ÿ ESS9 Para18: “…the FIs will categorize any subproject which involves…
significant risks or impacts on…biodiversity…as high or substantial risk.”
Ÿ OP4.03 Para2: “The eight IFC Performance Standards have been adopted 
by the Bank as the World Bank Performance Standards for Projects Supported 
by the Private Sector (“WB Performance Standards”) for application to Bank 
support for projects (or components thereof) that are designed, owned, 
constructed and/or operated by a Private Entity (as defined below), in lieu of 
the World Bank’s safeguard policies (“WB Safeguard 
Policies”)...Performance Standard 6: Biodiversity Conservation and Sustainable 
Management of Living Natural Resources”

NDB
Ÿ Overview Annex1 p.13: “NDB does not knowingly support projects 
involving the following:…(ix) Activities prohibited by legislation of the country 
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in which the project is located or by international conventions relating to the 
protection of biodiversity resources or cultural heritage…”
Ÿ Overview Annex1 p.13: “NDB does not knowingly support projects 
involving the following:…(xi) Marine and coastal fishing practices, such as 
large-scale pelagic drift net fishing and fine mesh net fishing, harmful to 
vulnerable and protected species in large numbers and damaging to marine 
biodiversity and habitats…”
Ÿ ESS1 Para5 p.16: “Biodiversity assessment - Consider direct and indirect 
project-related impacts on biodiversity, for example habitat loss, degradation 
and fragmentation, invasive alien species, over exploitation, hydrological 
changes, nutrient loading, pollution and incidental take, as well as projected 
climate change impacts. Also take into account the differing values attached 
to biodiversity by affected communities and other stakeholders.”
Ÿ ESS1 Para6 p.16: “Biodiversity impacts - Avoid adverse impacts on 
biodiversity. When avoidance of adverse impacts is not possible, implement 
measures to minimize adverse impacts and restore biodiversity. Ensure that 
competent biodiversity expertise is used to conduct the environmental and 
social assessment, to assist in the development of a mitigation hierarchy, and 
to verify the implementation of mitigation measures. Where appropriate, 
develop a biodiversity action plan.”
Ÿ ESS1 Para9 p.16: “Protected areas - Where the project occurs within or 
has the potential to adversely affect protected areas…identify and assess 
potential project-related adverse impacts and apply the mitigation hierarchy so 
as to prevent or mitigate adverse impacts from projects that could compromise 
the integrity, conservation objectives or biodiversity importance of such an 
area.”

ADB

Ÿ SR1 Para1: “The document also includes particular environmental 
safeguard requirements pertaining to biodiversity conservation…”
Ÿ SR1 Para13: “Such measures may relate, for instance, to conservation of 
habitat and biodiversity…”
Ÿ SR1 Para24: “The borrower/client will assess the significance of project 
impacts and risks on biodiversity and natural resources as an integral part of 
the environmental assessment process…”

AfDB

Ÿ PartI p.9: “Emerging issues. The ISS has also incorporated several 
emerging issues, such as…biodiversity and ecosystem services…”
Ÿ PartII p.23: “The Bank intends that the assessment process will support 
and strengthen existing country systems…such as systems and institutions 
covering resettlement, biodiversity protection…”
Ÿ PartIII Operational safeguard 3 - Biodiversity, renewable resources and 
ecosystem services: Environmental and social assessment; Conservation of 
habitats and biodiversity; Legally protected areas and internationally 
recognised areas; Invasive alien species; Genetically engineered organisms; 
Environmental flows; Renewable natural resources; Supply chains; Management 
of ecosystem services

AIIB

Ÿ Vision Para17 p.5: “Conserving Biodiversity - The Bank recognizes that 
protecting and conserving biodiversity, sustainably managing terrestrial and 
aquatic natural resources and maintaining core ecological functions and 
services are fundamental to sustainable development…Through the Projects it 
finances, the Bank assists its Clients in protecting and conserving biodiversity 
and promoting the sustainable management of living natural resources through 
the adoption of practices that integrate conservation needs and development 
priorities.”
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.31: “Biodiversity Consideration - Consider direct and indirect 
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Project-related impacts on biodiversity, for example habitat loss, degradation 
and fragmentation, invasive species, overexploitation, hydrological changes, 
nutrient loading pollution incidental take, as well as projected climate change 
impacts. Also take into account the differing values attached to biodiversity by 
affected communities and other stakeholders.”
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.31: “Biodiversity Impacts - Avoid adverse Project impacts on 
biodiversity. When avoidance of adverse impacts is not possible, implement 
measures to minimize adverse impacts and restore biodiversity, including, as a 
last resort, biodiversity offsets. Ensure that suitably qualified and experienced 
biodiversity expertise is used to conduct the environmental and social 
assessment, to assist in the development of mitigation hierarchy and to verify 
the implementation of mitigation measures.”
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.32: “Protected Areas - Where the Project occurs within or 
has the potential to adversely affect an area that is legally protected or 
internationally recognized or designated for protection, identify and assess 
these potentially adverse impacts and apply the mitigation hierarchy so as to 
avoid, or when avoidance is not possible, to mitigate those adverse impacts 
that would compromise the integrity, conservation objectives or biodiversity 
importance of the area.”

EBRD

Ÿ ESP Para14 p.2: “The EBRD will be precautionary in its approach to the 
protection, conservation, management and sustainable use of living natural 
resources and will require relevant projects to include measures to safeguard 
and, where feasible, enhance ecosystems and the biodiversity they support.”
Ÿ ESP Appx1 p.8: “The EBRD will not knowingly finance, directly or 
indirectly, projects involving the following:…activities prohibited by host 
country legislation or international conventions relating to the protection of 
biodiversity resources or cultural heritage…”
Ÿ PR4 Para25 p.24: “Clients who manage or use pesticides will formulate 
and implement an integrated pest management (IPM) and/or integrated vector 
management (IVM) approach for pest management activities…When pest 
management activities include the use of pesticides, the client will strive to 
reduce the impacts of pesticides on biodiversity…”
Ÿ EBRD Performance Requirement 6 - Biodiversity Conservation and 
Sustainable Management of Living Natural Resources: Assessment of issues 
and impacts; Biodiversity conservation requirements; Legally protected and 
internationally recognised areas of biodiversity value; Invasive alien species; 
Sustainable management of living natural resources; Crop and livestock 
production; Fisheries and aquaculture; Natural and plantation forestry; Use of 
biomass fuel and biofuel production; Supply chain; Genetically Modified 
Organisms (GMOs)
Ÿ PR10 Para16 p.53: “FIs are encouraged to follow GIP in environmental and 
social management in their entire lending and investment operations, 
irrespective of whether these are part of the project. In particular, FIs are 
encouraged to…identify, where appropriate, opportunities for developing 
financial products with high environmental and/or social benefits (for example, 
finance for investments in energy efficiency, renewables or pro-biodiversity 
business…)”

EIB

Ÿ Background Para3 p.5: “…biodiversity and ecosystems considerations are 
integrated into the lending policies and practices of the Bank.”
Ÿ Background Para5 p.5: “The need to mitigate and adapt to climate change 
and to tackle the degradation and unsustainable use of ecosystems and their 
associated biodiversity are the two greatest environmental challenges of the 
21st century and are closely related to human well-being and sustainable 
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development…”
Ÿ Statement Para10 p.11: “PREAMBLE - The Bank has an environmental 
lending target, set in the Corporate Operational Plan (COP). To qualify against 
the target, a project should promote one or more of the following EU policy 
objectives:…Contribute to sustainable natural resource management, including 
the…protection and enhancement of biodiversity and ecosystem 
functioning...”
Ÿ Statement Para70 p.21: “STANDARDS - For all projects financed by the 
EIB, the promoter must demonstrate that a range of alternatives and their 
impacts on biodiversity has been analyzed. The promoter is also required to 
apply the mitigation hierarchy, i.e. to take appropriate measures to avoid, 
minimize or rehabilitate/mitigate impacts that may damage biological diversity. 
Where residual adverse impacts on biodiversity remain, the promoter may 
propose biodiversity offsets, where appropriate. The Bank supports the 
ongoing work to make operational the selective application of biodiversity 
offsets, while recognizing that certain impacts - such as loss of critical habitat 
- cannot be offset.”
Ÿ Statement Para74 p.22: “STANDARDS - The promoter is required to take 
measures to avoid the introduction of invasive species, where there is 
potential for a significant negative biodiversity impact.”

IDB

Ÿ ESCP Para4.7 p.5: “The Bank will proactively support borrowing member 
countries and clients in identifying and financing operations…Such operations 
may include, without limitation, activities that:…protect biodiversity and fragile 
ecological systems…”

*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB
(1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)

Policy Reference/Content

WB1 Ÿ None

WB2

Ÿ Vision Para5: “At the project level, these global aspirations translate into 
enhancing development opportunities for all, particularly the poor and 
vulnerable, and promoting the sustainable management of natural and living 
resources. Therefore, within the parameters of a project, the Bank seeks to:…
Conserve or rehabilitate biodiversity and natural habitats, and promote the 
efficient and equitable use of natural resources and ecosystem services…”
Ÿ ESF Para4: “The environmental and social risks and impacts which the 
Bank will take into account in its due diligence are project-related and include 
the following: (a) Environmental risks and impacts, including:…(v) those 
related to ecosystem services and the use of living natural resources, such as 
fisheries and forests…”

<Table A-35> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and
Social Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on

‘Ecosystem Services’
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Ÿ ESS1 Para28: “The environmental and social assessment, informed by the 
scoping of the issues, will take into account all relevant environmental and 
social risks and impacts of the project, including: (a) Environmental risks and 
impacts, including:…(v) those related to ecosystem services and the use of 
living natural resources, such as fisheries and forests”
Ÿ ESS4 Para14: “The project’s direct impacts on ecosystem services may 
result in adverse health and safety risks to and impacts on affected 
communities. With respect to this ESS, ecosystem services are limited to 
provisioning and regulating services as defined in ESS1. Where appropriate 
and feasible, the Borrower will identify the project’s potential risks and 
impacts on ecosystem services that may be exacerbated by climate change. 
Adverse impacts will be avoided, and if they are unavoidable, the Borrower 
will implement appropriate mitigation measures.”
Ÿ ESS6 Para1: “Biodiversity often underpins ecosystem services valued by 
humans. Impacts on biodiversity can therefore often adversely affect the 
delivery of ecosystem services.”

NDB Ÿ None

ADB
Ÿ SR1 Para28, footnote 5: “Critical habitat includes …. Areas with unique 
assemblages of species or that are associated with key evolutionary processes 
or provide key ecosystem services…”

AfDB

Ÿ PartI p.9: “Emerging issues. The ISS has also incorporated several 
emerging issues, such as…biodiversity and ecosystem services…”
Ÿ PartIII Operational safeguard 3 - Biodiversity, renewable resources and 
ecosystem services: Environmental and social assessment; Conservation of 
habitats and biodiversity; Legally protected areas and internationally 
recognised areas; Invasive alien species; Genetically engineered organisms; 
Environmental flows; Renewable natural resources; Supply chains; Management 
of ecosystem services

AIIB
Ÿ Vision Para17 p.5: “Conserving Biodiversity - The Bank recognizes the 
value of natural infrastructure, such as wetlands, and the importance of 
enhancing or restoring ecosystem services where appropriate.”

EBRD Ÿ None

EIB

Ÿ Background Para5 p.5: “The need to mitigate and adapt to climate change 
and to tackle the degradation and unsustainable use of ecosystems and their 
associated biodiversity are the two greatest environmental challenges of the 
21st century and are closely related to human well-being and sustainable 
development….The Bank is also paying further attention to the protection of 
biological diversity, management of ecosystem goods and services and 
reduction of ecosystem degradation in support of EU and UN policies and 
targets.”
Ÿ Statement Para14 p.12: “PREAMBLE - The EIB promotes markets in 
environmental goods and services that serve to correct for under-investment 
(e.g. the carbon market in the case of low carbon technologies, and the 
emerging market in ecosystem services)…”

IDB

Ÿ ESCP Para4.2 p.4: “The Bank will support mainstreaming efforts in its 
borrowing member countries through actions that:…Enhance the country's 
competitiveness by improving and promoting the conservation of the Region's 
natural capital, enhancing the value of environmental goods and services…
Strengthen regional integration, by supporting regional capacities to protect 
and manage regional environmental goods and services.”
Ÿ ESCP Para4.7 p.5: “The Bank will proactively support borrowing member 
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countries and clients in identifying and financing operations designed 
specifically to: …(iii) promote the conservation and sustainable use of natural 
resources and ecological services…In this context, the Bank will support 
countries to develop innovative financial and market based instruments to 
enhance the value of environmental goods and services and to facilitate 
sustainable flows of financial resources earmarked for the conservation and 
management of these goods and services.”
Ÿ ESCP Para4.9 p.5: “The Bank will support regional and transboundary 
environmental and natural resources management initiatives, including those 
addressing global and regional environmental public goods and services.”
Ÿ IR Principles: “Compensation and rehabilitation are deemed fair and 
adequate when they can ensure that, within the shortest possible period of 
time, the resettled and host population will: (i) achieve a minimum standard of 
living and access to land, natural resources, and services (such as potable 
water, sanitation, community infrastructure, land titling...”

*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB
(1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)

Policy Reference/Content

WB1

Ÿ Natural habitats - OP4.04 AnnexA Para1: “Natural habitats are land and 
water areas where (i) the ecosystems' bio-logical communities are formed 
largely by native plant and animal species, and (ii) human activity has not 
essentially modified the area's primary ecological functions. All natural habitats 
have important biological, social, economic, and existence value. Important 
natural habitats may occur in tropical humid, dry, and cloud forests; temperate 
and boreal forests; mediterranean-type shrub lands; natural arid and semi-arid 
lands; mangrove swamps, coastal marshes, and other wetlands; estuaries; sea 
grass beds; coral reefs; freshwater lakes and rivers; alpine and sub alpine 
environments, including herb fields, grasslands, and paramos; and tropical and 
temperate grasslands.”
Ÿ Critical habitats - OP4.04 AnnexA Para1: “Critical natural habitats are: (i) 
existing protected areas and areas officially proposed by governments as 
protected areas (e.g., reserves that meet the criteria of the World 
Conservation Union [IUCN] classifications), areas initially recognized as 
protected by traditional local communities (e.g., sacred groves), and sites that 
maintain conditions vital for the viability of these protected areas (as 
determined by the environ-mental assessment process); or (ii) sites identified 
on supplementary lists prepared by the Bank or an authoritative source 
determined by the Regional environment sector unit (RESU). Such sites may 
include areas recognized by traditional local communities (e.g., sacred groves); 
areas with known high suitability for biodiversity conservation; and sites that 

<Table A-36> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and
Social Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on the

Definition of Various Habitats
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are critical for rare, vulnerable, migratory, or endangered species. Listings are 
based on systematic evaluations of such factors as species richness; the 
degree of endemism, rarity, and vulnerability of component species; 
representativeness; and integrity of ecosystem processes.”

WB2

Ÿ Modified habitats - ESS6 Para19: “Modified habitats are areas that may 
contain a large proportion of plant and/or animal species of nonnative origin, 
and/or where human activity has substantially modified an area’s primary 
ecological functions and species composition. Modified habitats may include, 
for example, areas managed for agriculture, forest plantations, reclaimed 
coastal zones, and reclaimed wetlands.”
Ÿ Natural habitats - ESS6 Para21: “Natural habitats are areas composed of 
viable assemblages of plant and/or animal species of largely native origin, 
and/or where human activity has not essentially modified an area’s primary 
ecological functions and species composition.”
Ÿ Critical habitats - ESS6 Para23: “Critical habitat is defined as areas with 
high biodiversity importance or value, including: (a) habitat of significant 
importance to Critically Endangered or Endangered species, as listed in the 
IUCN Red List of threatened species or equivalent national approaches; (b) 
habitat of significant importance to endemic or restricted-range species; (c) 
habitat supporting globally or nationally significant concentrations of migratory 
or congregatory species; (d) highly threatened or unique ecosystems; (e) 
ecological functions or characteristics that are needed to maintain the viability 
of the biodiversity values described above in (a) to (d).”

NDB

Ÿ Natural habitats - ESS1 Para8 Fn6 p.16: “Natural habitats are land and 
water areas where (i) the ecosystem’s biological communities are formed 
largely by native plant and animal species, and (ii) human activity has not 
essentially modified the area’s primary ecological functions. All natural 
habitats have important biological, social, economic, and existence value.”
Ÿ Critical habitats - ESS1 Para7 Fn5 p.16: “Critical habitats are areas with 
high importance for biodiversity, including (a) highly threatened or unique 
ecosystem; (b) habitat important to Critically Endangered or Endangered 
species, as listed in the IUCN Red List of threatened species or under national 
law; (c) habitat important to endemic or restricted-ranges species; (d) habitat 
supporting globally or nationally significant concentrations of migratory or 
congregatory species; (e) ecological functions or characteristics that are 
needed to maintain the viability of the biodiversity features described above in 
(a) to (d).”

ADB

Ÿ Modified Habitats - SR1 Para25: “In areas of modified habitat, where the 
natural habitat has apparently been altered, often through the introduction of 
alien species of plants and animals…”
Ÿ Natural Habitats - SR1 Para26, Footnote 3: “Natural habitat…Land and 
water areas where the biological communities are formed largely by native 
plant and animal species, and where human activity has not essentially 
modified the area's primary ecological functions.”
Ÿ Critical Habitats - SR1 Para28, Footnote 5: “Critical habitat is a subset of 
both natural and modified habitat that deserves particular attention. Critical 
habitat includes areas with high biodiversity value, including habitat required 
for the survival of critically endangered or endangered species; areas having 
special significance for endemic or restricted-range species; sites that are 
critical for the survival of migratory species; areas supporting globally 
significant concentrations or numbers of individuals of congregatory species; 
areas with unique assemblages of species or that are associated with key 
evolutionary processes or provide key ecosystem services; and areas having 
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biodiversity of significant social, economic, or cultural importance to local 
communities. Critical habitats include those areas either legally protected or 
officially proposed for protection, such as areas that meet the criteria of the 
World Conservation Union classification, the Ramsar List of Wetlands of 
International Importance, and the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and 
Cultural Organization's world natural heritage sites.”

AfDB

Ÿ Modified habitats - PartIII OS3 p.40: “…habitats whose primary ecological 
functions have been significantly altered by human activities and whose 
original species composition, richness and abundance have been reduced, with 
evidence of colonisation by non-native species of flora and fauna…”
Ÿ Natural habitats - PartIII OS3 p.40: “…habitats with original populations of 
native flora and fauna whose species composition, richness and abundance 
have not been modified by human activities.”
Ÿ Critical habitats - PartIII OS3 p.40: “…natural or modified habitats that 
have a high biodiversity value; they include the following: (i) Habitats 
important to critically endangered and footprint-impacted species; (ii) Habitats 
of significant importance to endemic and/or restricted-range species and 
subspecies; (iii) Habitats of significant importance to globally significant 
concentrations of migratory species and/or congregatory species; (iv) 
Regionally significant and/or highly threatened or unique ecosystems; (v) Areas 
that are associated with key evolutionary processes; (vi) Areas that are 
important to species that are vital to ecosystems, such as keystone species, 
and (vii) Areas that supply ecological network. Critical habitats can include 
areas that are not being protected or managed, and they may be outside 
legally protected and designated areas. Habitats may be considered critical if 
their ecosystem functions or species rely on or provide connectivity with other 
critical habitats, including legally protected critical habitat areas.”

AIIB

Ÿ Natural habitats - Glossary p.52: “Natural habitats are areas composed of 
viable assemblages of plant and/or animal species of largely native origin, 
and/or where human activity has not essentially modified an area's primary 
ecological functions and species composition.”
Ÿ Critical habitats - Glossary p.49: “Critical habitat is defined as areas with 
high importance for biodiversity, including: (a) highly threatened or unique 
ecosystems; (b) habitat importance to Critically Endangered or Endagered 
species, as listed on the International Union for the Conservation of Natre 
(IUCN) Red List of threatened species or under national law; (c) habitat 
important to endemic or restricted-ranges species; (d) habitat supporting 
globally or nationally significant concentrations of migratory or congregatory 
species; or (e) ecological functions or characteristics that are needed to 
maintaining the viability of the biodiversity features described above in (a) to 
(d).”

EBRD

Ÿ Critical habitats - PR6 Para14 p.38: “Critical habitat - The most sensitive 
biodiversity features are defined as critical habitat, which comprise one of the 
following: (i) highly threatened or unique ecosystems; (ii) habitats of significant 
importance to endangered or critically endangered species; (iii) habitats of 
significant importance to endemic or geographically restricted species; (iv) 
habitats supporting globally significant migratory or congregatory species; (iv) 
areas associated with key evolutionary processes; or (v) ecological functions 
that are vital to maintaining the viability of biodiversity features described in 
this paragraph.”

EIB
Ÿ Critical habitats - Statement Para71 p.21: “BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY - 
Critical habitats are areas of particular ecological value and sensitivity, which 
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are defined according to six criteria.”
Ÿ Critical habitats - Endnote 50 p.27: “The EIB defines critical habitats 
according to the following attributes: presence of critically endangered 
(extremely high risk of extinction), endangered (very high risk) or vulnerable 
(high risk) species, as defined by the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species and 
in relevant national legislation; importance to the survival of endemic or 
restricted-range species, or unique assemblages of species; required for the 
survival of migratory species or congregatory species; required for the 
maintenance of biological diversity with significant social, economic or cultural 
importance to local communities; required for the maintenance of ecosystem 
functioning and the provision of key ecosystem goods and services; and, key 
scientific value.”

IDB

Ÿ Natural Habitats - ESCP Para6.1 p.17: “Natural Habitats are biophysical 
environments where: (i) the ecosystems' biological communities are formed 
largely by native plant and animal species; and (ii) human activity has not 
essentially modified the area's primary ecological functions. Natural habitats 
may be sites that (a) provide critical ecological services required for 
sustainable human development (e.g., aquifer recharge areas, areas that 
sustain fisheries, mangrove or other ecosystems that help to prevent or 
mitigate natural hazards); (b) are vital to ensure the functional integrity of 
ecosystems (e.g., biological corridors, natural springs); and (c) have high levels 
of endemism. Natural habitats may occur in tropical humid, dry, and cloud 
forests; temperate and boreal forests; Mediterranean-type shrub lands; natural 
arid and semi-arid lands; mangrove swamps, coastal marshes, and other 
wetlands; estuaries; seagrass beds; coral reefs; underwater vents; freshwater 
lakes and rivers; alpine and subalpine environments, including herb fields, 
grasslands, and páramos; and tropical and temperate grasslands.”
Ÿ Critical natural habitats - ESCP Para6.1 p.16: “Critical natural habitats are 
(i) existing protected areas, areas officially proposed by governments for 
protection or sites that maintain conditions that are vital for the viability of 
the aforementioned areas; and (ii) unprotected areas of known high 
conservation value. Existing protected areas may include reserves that meet 
the criteria of the IUCN Protected Area Management Categories I through VI; 
World Heritage Sites; areas protected under the RAMSAR Convention on 
Wetlands; core areas of World Biosphere Reserves; and areas in the UN List 
of National Parks and Protected Areas. Areas of known high conservation 
value are sites that, in the Bank’s opinion, may be: (a) highly suitable for 
biodiversity conservation; (b) crucial for critically endangered, endangered, 
vulnerable or near threatened species listed as such in the IUCN Red List of 
Endangered Species; or (c) critical for the viability of migratory routes of 
migratory species.”

*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB
(1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)
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WB1

Ÿ Natural habitats - OP4.04 Para3: “The Bank promotes and supports 
natural habitat conservation and improved land use by financing projects 
designed to integrate into national and regional development the conservation 
of natural habitats and the maintenance of ecological functions. Furthermore, 
the Bank promotes the rehabilitation of degraded natural habitats.”
Ÿ Natural habitats - OP4.04 Para5: “The Bank does not support projects 
involving the significant conversion of natural habitats unless there are no 
feasible alternatives for the project and its siting, and comprehensive analysis 
demonstrates that overall benefits from the project substantially outweigh the 
environmental costs. If the environmental assessment indicates that a project 
would significantly convert or degrade natural habitats, the project includes 
mitigation measures acceptable to the Bank.”
Ÿ Critical natural habitats - OP4.04 Para4: “The Bank does not support 
projects that, in the Bank's opinion, involve the significant conversion or 
degradation of critical natural habitats.”

WB2

Ÿ Modified habitats - ESS6 Para20: “…This ESS applies to those areas of 
modified habitat that include significant biodiversity value, as determined by 
the environmental and social assessment required in ESS1 The Borrower will 
avoid or minimize impacts on such biodiversity and implement mitigation 
measures as appropriate.”
Ÿ Natural habitats - ESS6 Para22: “…If natural habitats are identified as 
part of the assessment, the Borrower will seek to avoid adverse impacts on 
them in accordance with the mitigation hierarchy Where natural habitats have 
the potential to be adversely affected by the project, the Borrower will not 
implement any project-related activities unless: (a) There are no technically 
and financially feasible alternatives; and (b) Appropriate mitigation measures 
are put in place, in accordance with the mitigation hierarchy, to achieve no 
net loss and, where feasible, preferably a net gain of biodiversity over the 
long term When residual impacts remain despite best efforts to avoid, 
minimize and mitigate impacts, and where appropriate and supported by 
relevant stakeholders, mitigation measures may include biodiversity offsets 
adhering to the principle of “like-for-like or better."”
Ÿ Critical habitats - ESS6 Para24: “…In areas of critical habitat, the 
Borrower will not implement any project activities that have potential adverse 
impacts unless all of the following conditions are met: (a) No other viable 
alternatives within the region exist for development of the project in habitats 
of lesser biodiversity value; (b) All due process…has been complied with; (c) 
The potential adverse impacts, or likelihood of such, on the habitat will not 
lead to measurable net reduction or negative change in those biodiversity 
values for which the critical habitat was designated; (d) The project is not 
anticipated to lead to a net reduction in the population of any Critically 
Endangered, Endangered, or restricted-range species, over a reasonable time 
period; (e) The project will not involve significant conversion or significant 
degradation of critical habitats In circumstances where the project involves 
new or renewed forestry or agricultural plantations, it will not convert or 
degrade any critical habitat; (f) The project’s mitigation strategy will be 
designed to achieve net gains of those biodiversity values for which the 
critical habitat was designated; and (g) A robust and appropriately designed, 

<Table A-37> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and

Social Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on

Mitigation Measures for Various Habitats
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longterm biodiversity monitoring and evaluation program aimed at assessing 
the status of the critical habitat is integrated into the Borrower’s 
management program.”
Ÿ Critical habitat - ESS6 Para25: “…Where a Borrower has satisfied the 
conditions set out in paragraph 24, the project’s mitigation strategy will be 
described in a Biodiversity Management Plan and set out in the legal 
agreement (including the ESCP).”

NDB

Ÿ Natural habitats - ESS1 Para8 p.16: “Natural habitats - In an area of 
natural habitats, ensure there is no significant conversion or degradation, 
unless: (a) alternatives are not available; (b) the overall benefits from the 
project substantially outweigh the environmental costs; and (c)any conversion 
or degradation is appropriately mitigated.”
Ÿ Critical habitats - ESS1 Para7 p.16: “Critical habitats - Do not implement 
project activities in areas of critical habitats, unless: (a) there are no 
measurable adverse impacts on the critical habitat that could impair its ability 
to function; (b) there is no reduction in the population of any recognized 
endangered or critically endangered species; and (c) any lesser impacts are 
mitigated. If the project is located within a legally protected area, implement 
additional programs to promote and enhance the conservation aims of the 
protected area.”

ADB

Ÿ Modified Habitats - SR1 Para25: “…the borrower/client will exercise care 
to minimize any further conversion or degradation of such habitat, and will, 
depending on the nature and scale of the project, identify opportunities to 
enhance habitat and protect and conserve biodiversity as part of project 
operations.”
Ÿ Natural Habitats - SR1 Para27: “Mitigation measures will be designed to 
achieve at least no net loss of biodiversity.”
Ÿ Critical Habitats - SR1 Para28: “No project activity will be implemented in 
areas of critical habitat unless the following requirements are met: (i) There 
are no measurable adverse impacts, or likelihood of such, on the critical 
habitat which could impair its high biodiversity value or the ability to function, 
(ii) the project is not anticipated to lead to a reduction in the population of 
any recognized endangered or critically endangered species or a loss in area 
of the habitat concerned such that the persistence of a viable and 
representative host ecosystem be compromised, (iii) any lesser impacts are 
mitigated in accordance with para. 27.”

AfDB

Ÿ Modified habitats - PartIII OS3 p.41: “In modified habitats, the borrower or 
client makes every effort to minimise any further degradation or habitat 
conversion.”
Ÿ Natural habitats - PartIII OS3 p.41: “If projects are to be developed in 
natural habitats, or are to have potential adverse downstream impacts on 
natural habitats, they include mitigation measures to achieve either net benefit 
or no net loss of biodiversity. As a last resort, this can be done by the 
development of a biodiversity offset programme, in accordance with the 
biodiversity offset principles established by the Business and Biodiversity 
Offsets Programme or comparable organisations and programs. When 
considering biodiversity offsets, the borrower/client uses a 
landscape/seascape-scale planning process to identify the most 
environmentally sound approach.”
Ÿ Critical habitats - PartIII OS3 p.41: “The Bank may agree to finance a 
project in a critical habitat if the borrower or client can demonstrate…that: (i) 
The mitigation hierarchy has been implemented; (ii) The project provides clear 
benefits and positive outcome for biodiversity and ecosystem services; (iii) The 
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project-related activities will not have adverse effects on the criteria for 
which the critical habitat was designated; (iv) The project will not have any 
negative effects on critically endangered or endangered species; (v) The 
project will achieve the previous two points without offsets or a "net gain" 
analysis; and (vi) A robust, appropriately designed and funded, long-term 
biodiversity monitoring and evaluation programme is integrated into the 
client's management programme.”

AIIB

Ÿ Natural habitats - ESS1 Para4 p.32: “…if the Project has to be 
implemented in an area of natural habitats, ensure there will be no significant 
conversion or degradation; and if feasible alternatives are not available, 
ensure that: (a) the Project's overall benefits substantially outweigh the 
environmental costs; and (b) any conversion or degradation is appropriately 
mitigated through measures acceptable to the Bank. Ensure that these criteria 
are applied when proposed actions under the Project could potentially cause 
deforestation or conversion of natural forests.”
Ÿ Critical habitats - ESS1 Para4 p.32: “Project activities in areas of critical 
habitats are prohibited, unless: (a) there are no predicted measurable adverse 
impacts on the critical habitat that could impair its ability to function; (b) 
there is no predicted reduction in the population of any recognized 
endangered or critically endangered species; and (c) any impacts are mitigated. 
If the Project is located within a legally protected area, implement additional 
programs to promote and enhance the conservation objectives of the 
protected area. Ensure that the Project also complies with any applicable 
national laws and regulations.”

EBRD

Ÿ Critical habitats - PR6 Para15 p.38: “Where the assessment has identified 
that the project could have adverse impacts on a critical habitat, the client 
will retain experienced external experts to conduct the assessment of the 
potential adverse impacts on this critical habitat.”
Ÿ Critical habitats - PR6 Para16 p.38: “Critical habitat must not be further 
fragmented, converted or degraded to the extent that its ecological integrity 
or biodiversity importance is compromised.”

EIB

Ÿ Critical habitats - Statement Para72 p.22: “BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY - The 
EIB does not finance projects in critical habitats if there are negative impacts 
in terms of one or a number of the defining criteria, or within the EU unless 
they fully comply with Community legislation on environmental protection, in 
particular the Habitats Directive.”

IDB

Ÿ Natural habitats - ESCP Para4.23 p.11: “In addition, the Bank will not 
support operations involving the significant conversion or degradation of 
natural habitats as defined in this policy, unless: (i) there are no feasible 
alternatives acceptable to the Bank; (ii) comprehensive analysis demonstrates 
that overall benefits from the operation substantially outweigh the 
environmental costs and; (iii) mitigation and compensation measures acceptable 
to the Bank – including, as appropriate, minimizing habitat loss and establishing 
and maintaining an ecologically similar protected area that is adequately 
funded, implemented and monitored. The Bank will not support operations that 
introduce invasive species.”
Ÿ Critical natural habitats - ESCP Para4.23 p.11: “The Bank will not support 
operations that, in its opinion, significantly convert or degrade critical natural 
habitats or that damage critical cultural sites. Whenever feasible, Bank 
financed operations and activities will be sited on lands already converted.”

*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
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Policy Reference/Content
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB
(1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)

Policy Reference/Content

WB1

Ÿ OP4.01 Para3: “EA…takes into account the variations in project and 
country conditions;…the country's overall policy framework, national 
legislation, and institutional capabilities related to the environment and social 
aspects…”

WB2

Ÿ ESS1 Para6: “Objectives -…To utilize national environmental and social 
institutions, systems, laws, regulations and procedures in the assessment, 
development and implementation of projects, whenever appropriate.”
Ÿ ESS4 Annex1 Para13: “…the Borrower may discuss with the Bank any 
measures necessary to strengthen the institutional, legislative and regulatory 
frameworks for dam safety programs in the country”
Ÿ ESS5 Annex1 Para8: “Institutional framework - The findings of an analysis 
of the institutional framework covering:…(c) any steps that are proposed to 
enhance the institutional capacity of agencies and NGOs/CSOs responsible for 
resettlement implementation.”

NDB Ÿ None

ADB

Ÿ Background Para35 p.11: “To ensure that the safeguard frameworks are 
effectively implemented, greater attention is needed in relation to assessments 
of the institutional capacity of borrowers/clients, and mechanisms and 
measures for capacity building need to be developed and integrated into 
project design.”
Ÿ SR1 Para37 p.37: “The health and environmental risks associated with pest 
management should be minimized with support, as needed, to institutional 
capacity development, to help regulate and monitor the distribution and use of 
pesticides and enhance the application of integrated pest management.”
Ÿ SR2 Para1 p.44: “ADB experience indicates that involuntary resettlement 
under development projects, if unmitigated, could give rise to…community 
institutions and social networks are weakened…”
Ÿ Appx6 Para7 p.78: “ADB has been assessing DMCs’ legal requirements 
and institutional capacities in the context of project processing…”
Ÿ Appx6 Para11 p.79: “The action plan for capacity building will address 
relevant capacity development issues pertaining to the borrower and across 
key institutions.”

AfDB
Ÿ PartI p.9: “One of the strategic objectives of the ISS is to help strengthen 
the “country systems”—the country’s own policies, procedures and 

<Table A-38> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and

Social Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on ‘Peace,
Justice and Strong Institutions’
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institutional mechanisms—for applying environmental and social safeguards.”
Ÿ PartI p.12: “Building a well-resourced and appropriate institutional 
structure and capacity to improve the level of supervision and implementation 
of Environmental and Social Management Plans and ensure effective 
implementation of the ISS.”
Ÿ PartII p.15: “Strengthen regional member countries’ (RMCs’) 
institutional frameworks and governance to underpin environmental and social 
sustainability…”

AIIB

Ÿ Vision Para6 p.3: “Meeting the Challenges -…the Bank seeks to provid
e:…Integrity - Operate in a transparent manner to promote institutional and 
individual integrity as key values in development…”
Ÿ Vision Para11 p.4: “The Bank supports Clients in the effective 
implementation of such plans for their Projects, through active field-based 
supervision, monitoring and verification, implementation support and 
institutional strengthening.”

EBRD

Ÿ ESP Para34 p.5: “Such stakeholder engagement should be carried out 
bearing in mind the spirit and principles of the UNECE Convention on Access 
to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access to Justice in 
Environmental Matters.”

EIB

Ÿ Statement Para59 p.20: “CONSULTATION, PARTICIPATION AND PUBLIC 
DISCLOSURE - As an EU body, the EIB complies with the Aarhus Regulation 
on the application of the Aarhus Convention on access to information, public 
participation in decision-making and access to justice in environmental matters 
to Community institutions and bodies.”
Ÿ Background Para11 p.7: “The publication of the Statement contributes to 
the EIB Public Disclosure Policy to promote transparency and accountability 
and the rights to consultation and participation of institutions and people (i.e. 
“stakeholders”) affected by or interested in the projects financed by the 
Bank.”
Ÿ Statement Para3 p.10: “Preamble - If required, the Bank will help to 
develop appropriate institutional capacity to support the project during 
implementation and operation…”
Ÿ Statement Para40 p.17: “Standards - The EIB recognises that for a variety 
of reasons, including institutional capacity, technological capability, availability 
of investment funds and consumer ability and willingness to pay, for a 
particular project the immediate achievement of EU requirements may not be 
practical and in some cases may not be desirable.”

IDB

Ÿ ESCP Para1.1 p.1: “…These mandates included provisions for:…(ii) 
strengthening environmental institutions…”
Ÿ ESCP Para1.3 p.1: “This Policy takes into account current changes and 
realities that influence environmental sustainability, which include the positive 
development of institutional capacities among borrowing member countries…”
Ÿ ESCP Para4.2 p.3: “The Bank will support mainstreaming efforts in its 
borrowing member countries through actions that:…Strengthen good 
governance by developing effective environmental management frameworks 
and transparent governance mechanisms that strengthen institutional capacity 
building…”
Ÿ ESCP Para4.7 p.5: “The Bank will proactively support borrowing member 
countries and clients in identifying and financing operations designed 
specifically to: (i) enhance environmental governance, policy development and 
institutional capacity building…”
Ÿ ESCP Para4.19 p.10: “The ESMP must include:…the institutional 
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responsibilities to implement these measures, including, where necessary, 
institutional development, capacity building and training…”
Ÿ OPIP Section4 p.7: “…the Bank will seek to address the various facets of 
development with identity…(h) Support for indigenous peoples governance by 
strengthening capacity, institutions…(j) Strengthening the institutional capacity 
of indigenous peoples, government entities, the private sector, civil societ
y…”
Ÿ OPGEN Para4.6 p.3: “The Bank will support its borrowing member 
countries in identifying financial operations whose primary objectives are to 
address strategic gender issues, generate knowledge to enhance value added 
in this area, and build institutional capacity.”
Ÿ OPGEN Para4.8 p.4: “…the Bank will promote building the institutional 
capacity of public and private stakeholders to promote gender equality.”
Ÿ OPGEN Para4.13 p.5: “It will promote building institutional capacity, 
including that of government institutions, the private sector, and civil society, 
in order to boost the analysis and mainstreaming of gender in policies and 
programs.”
Ÿ DRMP Section4 p.4: “Programming -…the Bank will encourage the 
inclusion of disaster risk management activities in the country strategy and 
operational program agreed with the borrower. These may include policy 
reforms, and specific institutional strengthening and land use planning 
activities, measures of financial protection such as through risk transfer, and 
investment projects conducive to reducing vulnerability at the national, 
regional and municipal levels.”

*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB
(1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)

Policy Reference/Content

WB1

Ÿ OP4.02 Para5: “While the EAP is being prepared, the Bank encourages 
the government to make drafts available to groups that will be affected by its 
implementation and to other interested groups, including NGOs. When the EAP 
is completed, the Bank encourages the government to issue it to aid agencies 
and the public. When the Bank has officially received an EAP and has 
obtained the government's consent, it makes the EAP publicly available.”
Ÿ OP4.12 Para3 Fn7: “For the purposes of this policy, "involuntary" means 
actions that may be taken without the displaced person's informed consent or 
power of choice.”
Ÿ OP7.5 Para8: “The Project Appraisal Document (PAD) for a project on an 
international waterway deals with the international aspects of the project, and 
states that Bank staff have considered these aspects and are satisfied that…
(b) the other riparians have given a positive response to the beneficiary state 
or Bank, in the form of consent, no objection, support to the project, or 

<Table A-39> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and
Social Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on ‘Consent’
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confirmation that the project will not harm their interests…”

WB2

Ÿ ESF Para55: “…the Bank will require the Borrower to obtain the Free, 
Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) of the affected Indigenous Peoples when 
such circumstances described in ESS7 are present. There is no universally 
accepted definition of FPIC. It does not require unanimity and may be 
achieved even when individuals or groups within or among affected Indigenous 
Peoples explicitly disagree. For the purposes of ESS7, consent refers to the 
collective support of affected Indigenous Peoples communities for the project 
activities that affect them, reached through a culturally appropriate process. It 
may exist even if some individuals or groups object to such project activities. 
When the Bank is unable to ascertain that such consent is obtained from the 
affected Indigenous Peoples, the Bank will not proceed further with the 
aspects of the project that are relevant to those Indigenous Peoples for which 
FPIC cannot be ascertained. In such cases, the Bank will require the Borrower 
to ensure that the project will not cause adverse impacts on such Indigenous 
Peoples.”
Ÿ ESS7 Para5: “Objectives -…To obtain the Free, Prior, and Informed 
Consent (FPIC) of affected Indigenous Peoples/Sub-Saharan African Historically 
Underserved Traditional Local Communities in the three circumstances 
described in this ESS.”
Ÿ ESS7 Para24: “…the Borrower will obtain the FPIC of the affected 
Indigenous Peoples/Sub-Saharan African Historically Underserved Traditional 
Local Communities...”
Ÿ ESS7 Para25: “There is no universally accepted definition of FPIC For the 
purposes of this ESS, FPIC is established as follows: (a) The scope of FPIC 
applies to project design, implementation arrangements and expected outcomes 
related to risks and impacts on the affected Indigenous Peoples…(b) FPIC 
builds on and expands the process of meaningful consultation…and will be 
established through good faith negotiation between the Borrower and affected 
Indigenous Peoples…(c) The Borrower will document: (i) the mutually accepted 
process…and (ii) the outcome…and (d) FPIC does not require unanimity and 
may be achieved even when individuals or groups within or among affected 
Indigenous Peoples…explicitly disagree.”
Ÿ ESS7 Para26: “For the purposes of this ESS, consent refers to the 
collective support of affected Indigenous Peoples communities…for the project 
activities that affect them, reached through a culturally appropriate 
process...”
Ÿ ESS7 Para27: “…the aspects of the project relevant to those affected 
Indigenous Peoples…for which the FPIC cannot be ascertained will not be 
processed further. Where the Bank has made the decision to continue 
processing the project other than the aspects for which the FPIC of the 
affected Indigenous Peoples…cannot be ascertained, the Borrower will ensure 
that no adverse impacts result on such Indigenous Peoples…during the 
implementation of the project.”
Ÿ ESS7 Para30: “If the Borrower proposes to locate a project…on land 
traditionally owned by…Indigenous Peoples…and adverse impacts can be 
expected, the Borrower will take the following steps and obtain their FPIC…”
Ÿ ESS7 Para31: “The Borrower will consider feasible alternative project 
designs to avoid the relocation of Indigenous Peoples…from communally held 
or attached land and natural resources subject to traditional ownership or 
customary use or occupation. If such relocation is unavoidable the Borrower 
will not proceed with the project unless FPIC has been obtained as described 
above…”
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Ÿ ESS7 Para32: “Where significant project impacts are unavoidable, the 
Borrower will obtain the FPIC of affected Indigenous Peoples…”
Ÿ ESS7 Para33: “Where a project proposes to use the cultural heritage of 
Indigenous Peoples…for commercial purposes, the Borrower will…obtain their 
FPIC The Borrower will also enable Indigenous Peoples…to share equitably in 
the benefits to be derived from commercial development of such cultural 
heritage, consistent with the customs and traditions of the Indigenous 
Peoples...”
Ÿ OP7.50 Para8: “The Project Appraisal Document (PAD) for a project on an 
international waterway deals with the international aspects of the project, and 
states that Bank staff have considered these aspects and are satisfied that…
(b) the other riparians have given a positive response to the beneficiary state 
or Bank, in the form of consent, no objection, support to the project, or 
confirmation that the project will not harm their interests…”

NDB Ÿ None

ADB

Ÿ SPS Para55: “…consent of affected Indigenous Peoples communities, 
through meaningful consultation, will be ascertained for the following project 
activities…”
Ÿ SPS Para55: “…consent of affected Indigenous Peoples communities refers 
to a collective expression by the affected Indigenous Peoples communities, 
through individuals and/or their recognized representatives, of broad 
community support for such project activities.”
Ÿ SR3 Para2: “Safeguard Requirements 3…underscores the requirements 
pertaining to…(iii) disclosing information and undertaking consultation, 
including ascertaining consent of affected Indigenous Peoples community to 
selected project activities…”
Ÿ SR3 Para30: “In deciding whether to proceed with a project involving such 
project activities, the borrower/client will seek the consent of affected 
Indigenous Peoples communities.”
Ÿ SR3 Para31: “For purposes of policy application, consent of affected 
Indigenous Peoples communities refers to a collective expression by the 
affected Indigenous Peoples communities, through individuals and/or their 
recognized representatives, of broad community support for the project 
activities…”

AfDB

Ÿ PartIII OS1 p.29: “The ISTS is updated once the summaries of 
environmental and social assessment documents for Category 1 projects are 
completed. These summaries, prepared by Bank Group staff with the consent 
of the borrower, include the staff's conclusions and recommendations 
regarding environmental and social impacts and preventive or mitigatory 
measures.”

AIIB

Ÿ ESP Para61 p.22: “Definition of FPICon - If the laws of the country in 
which the Project is located mandate free, prior and informed consent (FPIC), 
the Bank may…determine that the Client is required to apply FPIC as defined 
on those laws.”
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.45: “Definition of FPICon - If the Bank has determined, 
pursuant to paragraph 61 of the ESP, that the laws of the country in which 
the Project is located mandate free, prior and informed consent (FPIC), and 
that the Client is required to apply FPIC, apply FPIC as defined in those laws, 
in the manner required by the Bank.”

EBRD
Ÿ PR5 Para10 p.30: “Clients are encouraged to acquire land rights through 
negotiated settlements even if they have the legal means to gain access to the 
land without the consent of the seller…”
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Ÿ PR7 Para8 p.43: “Specific objectives are as follows:…to recognise the 
principle, outlined in the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, 
that the prior informed consent of affected Indigenous Peoples is required for 
the project-related activities identified in paragraphs 30-34 below, given the 
specific vulnerability of Indigenous Peoples to the adverse impacts of such 
projects…”
Ÿ PR7 Para29 p.47: “As Indigenous Peoples may be particularly vulnerable in 
the project circumstances described below, the following special requirements 
will also apply…Common to these requirements is the need for the client to:…
obtain the free, prior and informed consent (FPIC) of Indigenous Peoples 
before starting with an activity described below (paragraphs 30-35).”
Ÿ PR7 Para31 p.47: “If the client proposes to locate the project on, or 
commercially develop natural resources located within, customary lands under 
use…the client will respect their use by…entering into good faith negotiation 
with the affected communities of Indigenous Peoples, and document their free, 
prior and informed participation and consent as a result of the negotiation…
providing, subject to the consent of the Indigenous Peoples, collective 
ownership rights to the land…using functions such as an ombudsman and/or 
other such public institution within the relevant national system to facilitate 
community consent to the project and/or the proposed land use by the client 
and the mitigation package…”
Ÿ PR7 Para35 p.48: “Where a project proposes to use the cultural resources, 
knowledge, innovations or practices of Indigenous Peoples for commercial 
purposes, the client will inform the Indigenous Peoples of:…(ii) documents 
their informed participation and their free, prior, informed consent to such an 
activity…”
Ÿ PR8 Para35 p.48: “In pursuing these aims of protection and conservation, 
this PR is guided by applicable international conventions and other 
instruments. It also recognises the need for all parties to respect…These laws 
may be on cultural heritage or antiquities, planning or building consent…”

EIB

Ÿ Statement Para53 p.18: “STANDARDS - Where the customary rights to 
land and resources of indigenous peoples are affected by a project, the Bank 
requires the promoter to prepare an acceptable Indigenous Peoples 
Development Plan. The plan must reflect the principles of the UN Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, including free, prior and informed 
consent to any relocation.”

IDB

Ÿ ESCP Para4.26 p.12: “Hazardous Materials - Bank operation and activities 
should take into account international restrictions on the use of toxic 
substances, including the Basel Convention on the transboundary movement of 
hazardous wastes and the Rotterdam Convention on the prior informed 
consent procedure for certain hazardous chemicals and pesticides in 
international trade…”
Ÿ OPIP Section4 p.6: “…The consultations will be carried out in a manner 
appropriate to the circumstances, with a view to reaching agreement or 
obtaining consent.”
Ÿ OPIP Section4 Fn9 p.6: “For purposes of this policy, agreement and 
consent have to be free from coercion or undue influence and based on the 
provision of proper information to affected persons as to the nature, scope, 
and impact of the activities concerned.”
Ÿ IR Indigenous Communities: “The Bank will, therefore, only support 
operations that involve the displacement of indigenous communities or other 
low income ethnic minority communities, if the Bank can ascertain that:…(iv) 
the people affected have given their informed consent to the resettlement and 
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compensation measures.”
Ÿ AIP Para4.1 p.5: “Exceptions - While the Bank is committed to disclosing 
as much information as possible, there are compelling reasons to protect 
certain types of information. The following categories of 
information/documents will not be accessible…(j) Information relating to 
non-sovereign guaranteed operations. Information and documents relating to 
non-sovereign guaranteed operations or provided to the Bank in connection 
with such operations, other than:…(ii) information with respect to which the 
respective borrower has expressly consented to disclosure.”

*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB
(1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)

Policy Reference/Content

WB1

Ÿ OP4.10 AnnexB Para2: “The IPP includes the following elements, as 
needed:…(h) Accessible procedures appropriate to the project to address 
grievances by the affected Indigenous Peoples' communities arising from 
project implementation.”
Ÿ OP4.10 AnnexC Para1: “The Indigenous Peoples Planning Framework 
(IPPF) sets out:…(e) Institutional arrangements…for screening 
project-supported activities…addressing any grievances.”
Ÿ OP4.12 Para13: “For impacts covered under para. 3(a) of this policy, the 
Bank also requires the following: (a) Displaced persons and their communities, 
and any host communities receiving them…Appropriate and accessible 
grievance mechanisms are established for these groups.”
Ÿ OP4.12 Para14: “The procedure includes provisions for meaningful 
consultations with affected persons and communities, local authorities, and, as 
appropriate, nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), and it specifies grievance 
mechanisms.”
Ÿ OP4.12 AnnexA Para17: “Grievance procedures. Affordable and accessible 
procedures for third-party settlement of disputes arising from resettlement; 
such grievance mechanisms should take into account the availability of judicial 
recourse and community and traditional dispute settlement mechanisms.”
Ÿ OP4.12 AnnexA Para22: “Abbreviated Resettlement Plan - An abbreviated 
plan covers the following minimum elements:…(d) institutional responsibility 
for implementation and procedures for grievance redress.…”
Ÿ OP4.12 AnnexA Para24: “The resettlement policy framework covers the 
following elements…(j) a description of grievance redress mechanisms…”
Ÿ OP4.12 AnnexA Para25: “When a resettlement policy framework is the 
only document that needs to be submitted as a condition of the loan, the 
resettlement plan to be submitted as a condition of subproject financing need 
not include the policy principles…and mechanisms for grievance redress set 

<Table A-40> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and
Social Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on

‘Complaint and Grievances’
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forth in the resettlement policy framework.”
Ÿ OP4.12 AnnexA Para27: “Specifically, the process framework describes 
participatory processes by which the following activities will be accomplished…
(d) Potential conflicts or grievances within or between affected communities 
will be resolved. The document should describe the process for resolving 
disputes relating to resource use restrictions that may arise between or among 
affected communities, and grievances that may arise from members of 
communities who are dissatisfied with the eligibility criteria, community 
planning measures, or actual implementation.”

WB2

Ÿ Overview Para12: “The Framework includes provisions on grievance 
redress and accountability. Project-affected parties will have access, as 
appropriate, to project grievance mechanisms, local grievance mechanisms, the 
Bank’s corporate Grievance Redress Service and the World Bank Inspection 
Panel…project-affected parties may submit their complaint to the World 
Bank’s independent Inspection Panel to request an inspection to determine 
whether harm has occurred as a direct result of World Bank non-compliance 
with its policies and procedures.”
Ÿ Vision Para8: “The Bank is committed to open dialogue, public 
consultation, timely and full access to information, and responsive grievance 
mechanisms.”
Ÿ ESF Para3: “To carry out this Policy, the Bank will:…(b)…support the 
Borrower...in providing project-based grievance mechanisms…”
Ÿ ESF Para60: “The Bank will require the Borrower to provide a grievance 
mechanism, process, or procedure to receive and facilitate resolution of 
concerns and grievances of project-affected parties arising in connection with 
the project, in particular about the Borrower’s environmental and social 
performance.”
Ÿ ESF Para61: “Project-affected parties may submit complaints regarding a 
Bank-financed project to the project grievance mechanism, appropriate local 
grievance mechanism, or the World Bank’s corporate Grievance Redress 
Service (GRS). The GRS ensures that complaints received are promptly 
reviewed in order to address project-related concerns…project-affected 
parties may submit their complaint to the World Bank’s independent 
Inspection Panel to request an inspection to determine whether harm has 
occurred as a direct result of World Bank noncompliance with its policies and 
procedures.”
Ÿ ESS2 Para16: “Where national law restricts workers’ organizations, the 
project will not restrict project workers from developing alternative 
mechanisms to express their grievances and protect their rights regarding 
working conditions and terms of employment.”
Ÿ ESS2 Para21: “A grievance mechanism will be provided for all direct 
workers and contracted workers (and, where relevant, their organizations) to 
raise workplace concerns. Such workers will be informed of the grievance 
mechanism at the time of recruitment and the measures put in place to 
protect them against any reprisal for its use Measures will be put in place to 
make the grievance mechanism easily accessible to all such project workers.”
Ÿ ESS2 Para33: “Contracted workers will have access to a grievance 
mechanism.”
Ÿ ESS2 Para36: “The labor management procedures will also specify the way 
in which community workers can raise grievances in relation to the project.”
Ÿ ESS5 Para19: “The Borrower will ensure that a grievance mechanism for 
the project is in place, in accordance with ESS10 as early as possible in 
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project development to address specific concerns about compensation, 
relocation or livelihood restoration measures raised by displaced persons (or 
others) in a timely fashion. Where possible, such grievance mechanisms will 
utilize existing formal or informal grievance mechanisms suitable for project 
purposes…”
Ÿ ESS7 Para34: “The Borrower will ensure that a grievance mechanism is 
established for the project, as described in ESS10, which is culturally 
appropriate and accessible to affected Indigenous Peoples…and takes into 
account the availability of judicial recourse and customary dispute settlement 
mechanisms among Indigenous Peoples…”
Ÿ ESS9 Para13: “The FI will have in place and maintain appropriate labor 
management procedures, including procedures relating to...grievance 
mechanisms…”
Ÿ ESS10 Para3: “Objectives - To provide project-affected parties with 
accessible and inclusive means to raise issues and grievances, and allow 
Borrowers to respond to and manage such grievances…”
Ÿ ESS10 Para8: “The process of stakeholder engagement will involve…(v) 
addressing and responding to grievances…”
Ÿ ESS10 Para26: “The Borrower will respond to concerns and grievances of 
project-affected parties related to the environmental and social performance 
of the project in a timely manner.”
Ÿ ESS10 Para27: “…(b) Handling of grievances will be done in a culturally 
appropriate manner and be discreet, objective, sensitive and responsive to the 
needs and concerns of the project-affected parties. The mechanism will also 
allow for anonymous complaints to be raised and addressed.”

NDB

Ÿ ESP Para8 p.6: “The implementation of the Policy is the responsibility of 
the client, including…grievance redressal, dispute resolution…”
Ÿ ESP Para27 p.11: “Grievance Redress Mechanisms - NDB requires that the 
client establish and maintain a fair and effective grievance redress mechanism 
to receive and facilitate timely resolution of affected peoples’ concerns and 
grievances about the client's environmental and social performance at project 
level. Existing national mechanisms for grievance redressal may be used for 
the purpose of this Framework, if such national mechanisms are deemed 
appropriate and in compliance with the objectives of this Framework.”
Ÿ ESP Para32 p.12: “Roles and Responsibilities of the Client - The Client is 
responsible for:…(e) establish and maintain a fair and effective grievance 
redress mechanism for environmental and social safeguards.”
Ÿ ESS1 Para3 p.15: “Grievance mechanism - Establish a grievance redress 
mechanism to receive and facilitate resolution of the affected people’s 
concerns and grievances regarding the project’s environmental and social 
performance.”
Ÿ ESS2 Para3 p.20: “Grievance mechanism - Establish a grievance redress 
mechanism to receive and facilitate resolution of the affected persons’ 
concerns.”
Ÿ ESS3 Para4 p.24: “Indigenous peoples plan - When adverse risks and 
impacts on indigenous peoples are identified through social impact assessment, 
develop indigenous peoples plan…The plan would include:…(d) culturally 
appropriate grievance procedures, monitoring and evaluation arrangements, 
and a budget and time-bound actions for implementing the planned 
measures.”
Ÿ ESS3 Para4 p.25: “Grievance mechanism - Establish a culturally 
appropriate and gender-inclusive grievance mechanism to receive and 
facilitate timely resolution of the affected indigenous peoples concerns and 
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grievances regarding the project’s environmental and social performance; 
and scale the grievance mechanism to the risks and impacts of the project on 
the indigenous peoples.”

ADB

Ÿ SPS Para18: “Accountability Mechanism. In May 2003, ADB adopted a new 
accountability mechanism whereby people adversely affected by ADB-financed 
projects can express their grievances…”
Ÿ SPS Para59: “ADB requires that the borrower/client establish and maintain 
a grievance redress mechanism to receive and facilitate resolution of affected 
peoples' concerns and grievances about the borrower's/client's social and 
environmental performance at project level.”
Ÿ SR1 Para1: “Safeguard Requirements 1 outlines the requirements…These 
requirements include…establishing a grievance mechanism…”
Ÿ SR1 Para20: “The borrower/client will establish a mechanism to receive 
and facilitate resolution of affected people's concerns, complaints, and 
grievances about the project's environmental performance. The grievance 
mechanism should be scaled to the risks and adverse impacts of the project.”
Ÿ SR2 Para2: “Safeguard Requirements 2 outlines the requirements…for 
establishing a grievance mechanism…”
Ÿ SR2 Para18: “During the identification of the impacts of resettlement and 
resettlement planning, and implementation, the borrower/client will pay 
adequate attention to…grievance mechanisms, to ensure that both men and 
women receive adequate and appropriate compensation for their lost property 
and resettlement assistance…”
Ÿ SR2 Para29: “The borrower/client will establish a mechanism to receive 
and facilitate the resolution of affected persons' concerns and grievances 
about physical and economic displacement and other project impacts, paying 
particular attention to the impacts on vulnerable groups.”
Ÿ SR3 Para2: “Safeguard Requirements 3 outlines the requirements…
pertaining to …(iv) establishing a grievance mechanism…”
Ÿ SR3 Para22: “The borrower/client will establish a mechanism to receive 
and facilitate resolution of the affected Indigenous Peoples communities' 
concerns, complaints, and grievances.”

AfDB

Ÿ PartII p.17: “The Bank's grievance and redress mechanism - The 
grievance and redress system at the Bank comprises five elements: (i) policies 
and procedures established by the Bank on addressing requests for dispute 
resolution in the environmental and social context; (ii) public access to the 
process through the Bank country office or through the Compliance Review 
and Mediation Unit (CRMU); (iii) country-level responsibility for receiving and 
responding to requests for redress; (iv) the CRMU, which provides a corporate 
window for receiving requests for dispute resolution and mediation process; 
and (v) tracking and monitoring grievances and their resolutions.”
Ÿ PartII p.18: “Country-level grievance and redress mechanism - The Bank 
ensures that clients establish credible and independent local grievance and 
redress mechanisms to help resolve affected people's grievances and concerns 
regarding the environmental and social impacts of the project.”
Ÿ PartII p.18: “Independent Review Mechanism - The mandate of the Bank's 
independent Review Mechanism (IRM) is to provide people who are, or are 
likely to be, adversely affected by a project financed by the Bank Group as a 
result of violation of the Bank Group's policies and procedures…”
Ÿ PartIII OS1 p.29: “Grievance and redress mechanism - The borrower or 
client establishes a credible, independent and empowered local grievance and 
redress mechanism to receive, facilitate and follow up on the resolution of 
affected people's grievances and concerns about the environmental and social 
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performance of the project. The local grievance mechanism needs to be 
accessible to the stakeholders at all times during the project cycle, and all 
responses to grievances are recorded and included in project supervision 
formats and reports.”
Ÿ PartIII OS2 p.34: “As early as possible in the resettlement process, the 
borrower or client works…to establish a culturally appropriate and accessible 
grievance and redress mechanism to resolve, in an impartial and timely 
manner, any disputes arising from the resettlement process and compensation 
procedures…The grievance redress mechanism, which is monitored by an 
independent third party, does not impeded access to judicial or administrative 
remedies, and it informs affected people about the Bank's Independent Review 
Mechanism (IRM)…Monitoring activities include a review of the grievance and 
redress mechanism…”
Ÿ PartIII OS5 p.49: “The borrower or client provides all employees 
documents…These documents should, as appropriate, include information on…
grievance mechanisms.”
Ÿ PartIII OS5 p.50: “Grievance and redress mechanisms. The borrower or 
client ensures that a workforce grievance mechanism is permanently available 
to workers and their organisations to raise reasonable workplace concerns in a 
transparent manner without fear of retribution. The grievance mechanism is 
made known to workers at recruitment.”

AIIB

Ÿ ESP Para63 p.23: “Project-level Grievance Redress - The Bank requires 
the Client to establish, in accordance with the ESP and applicable ESSs, a 
suitable grievance mechanism to receive and facilitate resolution of the 
concerns or complaints of people who believe they have been adversely 
affected by the Project's environmental or social impacts, and to inform 
Project-affected people of its availability…The mechanism is designed to 
address affected people's concerns and complaints promptly, using an 
understandable and transparent process that is gender-sensitive, culturally 
appropriate and readily accessible to all affected people.”
Ÿ ESP Para64 p.24: “Bank Oversight Mechanism - People who believe that 
have been or are likely to be adversely affected by a failure of the Bank to 
implement the ESP may also submit complaints to the Bank's oversight 
mechanism in accordance with the policies and procedures to be established 
by the Bank for such mechanism.”
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.31: “Grievance Mechanism - Design the mechanism to 
address Project-affected people's concerns and complaints promptly, using an 
understandable and transparent process that is gender-sensitive, culturally 
appropriate and readily accessible to all Project-affected people.”
Ÿ ESS1 Para4 p.36: “Labor Management Relationships in Private Sector 
Projects - For private sector Projects, ensure that a labor management system 
for Project workers, which includes…an accessible, understandable and 
transparent grievance mechanism for raising Project workplace concerns that: 
(i) does not impede access to other judicial or administrative remedies that 
might be available under law or through existing arbitration or mediation 
procedures, or substitute for grievance mechanisms provided through workers 
unions or collective agreements; (ii) involves an appropriate level of 
management and addresses concerns promptly, using an understandable and 
transparent process that provides timely feedback to those concerned, without 
any retribution; and (iii) allows for confidential complaints to be raised and 
addressed…”
Ÿ ESS2 Para4 p.39: “Grievance Mechanism - Design the mechanism to 
address displaced persons' concerns and complaints promptly, using an 
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understandable and transparent process that is gender-sensitive, culturally 
appropriate and readily accessible to all affected people.”
Ÿ ESS3 Para3 p.43: “Grievance Mechanism - Design the mechanism to 
address Indigenous Peoples' concerns and complaints promptly, using an 
understandable and transparent process that is gender-sensitive, culturally 
appropriate and readily accessible to all affected Indigenous Peoples.”

EBRD

Ÿ ESP Para49 p.7: “The EBRD has established the Project Complaint 
Mechanism (PCM) to assess and review complaints about Bank-financed 
projects. The PCM gives local individuals, organisations and local groups that 
perceive harm from a Bank project, a means of raising complaints and seeking 
assistance with problem solving independently from banking operations.”
Ÿ PR2 Para20 p.19: “The client will provide an effective grievance 
mechanism for workers (and their organisations, where they exist) to raise 
workplace concerns…The mechanism should also allow for confidential 
complaints to be raised and addressed.”
Ÿ PR10 Para20 p.57: “The client will inform those who have participated in 
the public consultation process in a timely manner of the final decision on the 
project…and the grievance or complaint mechanism or process available.”
Ÿ PR10 Para28 p.58: “…the client will establish an effective grievance 
mechanism, process or procedure to receive and facilitate resolution of 
stakeholders’ concerns and grievances, in particular, about the client’s 
environmental and social performance…The mechanism should also allow for 
anonymous complaints to be raised and addressed.”

EIB

Ÿ Statement Para65 p.20: “CONSULTATION, PARTICIPATION AND PUBLIC 
DISCLOSURE - The Complaints Office ensures the centralised handling and 
registration of complaints, a structured investigation, internal and external 
reporting and a proactive approach.”
Ÿ Statement Para66 p.21: “CONSULTATION, PARTICIPATION AND PUBLIC 
DISCLOSURE - If the affected party is not satisfied with how the complaint is 
dealt with by the internal EIB process, s/he may lodge a complaint concerning 
maladministration against the Bank with the European Ombudsman (EO).”

IDB

Ÿ AIP Para9.3 p.8: “Review Mechanism - In order to bring an allegation of 
violation of the policy to the ICIM, a complainant must reasonably assert that 
harm has occurred or can be expected to occur as a consequence of the Bank 
not having complied with the policy, and must meet the remaining eligibility 
criteria of the ICIM.”

*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB
(1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)
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16. Goal 17: Partnerships for the Goals

Policy Reference/Content

WB1

Ÿ OP4.03 Para6: “A Private Sector Activity, as long as it meets the 
requirements set forth in paragraph 4 above, may take a number of forms, 
including: (a) an activity involving a public private partnership (“PPP”), 
especially in an infrastructure sector, comprising a contractual arrangement 
between a public entity or authority and a Private Entity, whereby risks from 
construction, and/or operations, and/or financing are fully or partially 
transferred to the Private Entity…”
Ÿ OP4.10 Para22: “In furtherance of the objectives of this policy, the Bank 
may, at a member country’s request, support the country in its development 
planning and poverty reduction strategies by providing financial assistance for 
a variety of initiatives designed to:…(i) facilitate partnerships among the 
government, IPOs, CSOs, and the private sector to promote Indigenous 
Peoples’ development programs.”

WB2

Ÿ ESS7 Para36: “Affected Indigenous Peoples…may themselves seek support 
for various initiatives and these should be taken into consideration by the 
Borrower and the Bank. They include:…(c) facilitating partnerships among the 
government, Indigenous Peoples…”
Ÿ OP4.03 Para6: “A Private Sector Activity, as long as it meets the 
requirements set forth in paragraph 4 above, may take a number of forms, 
including: (a) an activity involving a public private partnership (“PPP”), 
especially in an infrastructure sector, comprising a contractual arrangement 
between a public entity or authority and a Private Entity, whereby risks from 
construction, and/or operations, and/or financing are fully or partially 
transferred to the Private Entity…“

NDB Ÿ None

ADB

Ÿ SPS Para12: “ADB's long-term strategic framework 2008-2020 focuses 
on...(v) partnerships.”
Ÿ SPS Para27: “ADB's Environment Policy contains…(iv) building 
partnerships…”
Ÿ SR3 Para37: “…developing member countries can ask ADB to support 
them in…(ix) facilitate partnerships among the government, Indigenous 
Peoples' organizations, civil society organizations, and the private sector to 
promote Indigenous Peoples' development programs.”

AfDB

Ÿ PartIII OS1 p.22: “Country and regional level - The Bank, in partnership 
with RMCs, applies appropriate and relevant environmental and social 
assessment tools to mainstream environmental and social considerations into 
CSPs and RISPs.”

AIIB Ÿ None

EBRD
Ÿ ESP Para12 p.2: “Through the implementation of this Policy the EBRD will 
build partnerships with clients to assist…”

EIB
Ÿ Background Para13 p.7: “The Statement develops the European Principles 
for the Environment (EPE), which is based on the approach to environmental 

<Table A-41> Comparative Content Analysis of Environmental and

Social Safeguard Policies of Multilateral Development Banks on

‘Partnership’
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matters developed and applied by the EU. EU requirements are among the 
most ambitious in the world. The Bank drew up the EPE in partnership with a 
number of other European-based international financial institutions in 2006, to 
provide a benchmark against which the signatory institutions and the projects 
which they finance are assessed in terms of environmental performance…”
Ÿ Background Para19 p.8: “In the rest of the World, though EU law formally 
does not apply, the benchmark for the EIB is again the legal principles and 
standards of the EU…In the countries covered by the EU European 
Neighbourhood and partnership policy, achieving compliance with EU 
environmental requirements should be consistent with any bilateral agreements 
or actions plans agreed between the EU and the relevant country.”

IDB

Ÿ ESCP Para1.3 p.1: “This Policy takes into account current changes and 
realities that influence environmental sustainability, which include… the 
increased role of private sector investments and public/private 
partnerships...”
Ÿ ESCP Para3.1 p.2: “...The Bank will work with bilateral partnerships and 
multilateral funding sources.”
Ÿ ESCP Para4.11 p.6: “…The Bank may adopt a risk management approach 
to anticipate precautionary measures…such as enhancing policy dialogue with 
the borrower, leveraging public-private partnerships…”
Ÿ DRMP Section1 p.1: “The Bank recognizes that adequate institutional 
capacities and a meaningful participation of civil society are particularly 
important to manage risks related to natural hazards at the regional, national 
and local levels and for the successful achievement of this policy’s 
objectives. The Bank will make an additional effort to take into account:…the 
increased role of private sector investment and public/private sector 
partnerships…”

*IDB’s Safeguard Policies: ESCP = Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy, OPIP =
Operational Policy on Indigenous Peoples, OPGED = Operational Policy on Gender Equality in
Development, IR = Involuntary Resettlement, DRMP = Disaster Risk Management Policy, AIP =
Access to Information Policy. Source: WB (1999a, 1999b, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2005a, 2005b, 2005c,
2011a, 2011b, 2011c, 2012, 2013a, 2013b, 2013c, 2013d, 2013e, 2013f, 2013g, 2013h, 2013i, 2015,
2017a), NDB (2016), ADB (2009), AfDB (2013), AIIB (2016), EBRD (2014), EIB (2009), IDB
(1998, 2006a, 2006b, 2007, 2010a, 2010b)
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요약(국문초록)

다자개발은행의 환경사회

세이프가드 체계 비교분석

: 지속 가능한 발전목표(SDGs)를

중심으로

손민지

환경계획학과 환경관리전공

서울대학교 환경대학원

대규모 개발 사업은 환경과 사회에 미칠 수 있는 영향과 위험 수준

이 높으며 예산이 10억 원 이상으로 큰 재정적 요구가 필요하다는 것이

특징이다. 또한, 대규모 사업은 다자개발은행과 같은 국제 금융기관의 재

정 지원에 크게 의존하기에 다자개발은행이 지원하는 대규모 사업은 경

제적, 환경적, 사회적 측면, 즉, 지속 가능한 발전의 세 가지 요소를 모두

깊이 내포한다.

다자개발은행의 대규모 사업 참여도와 지속 가능한 발전에 미치는

영향력이 높기에 다자개발은행이 투자하는 사업 관련 환경 및 사회적 영

향과 위험을 파악, 최소화, 완화하기 위해 수립된 환경사회 세이프가드

정책 평가의 중요성이 강조된다. 또한, 다자개발은행들이 환경사회 영향
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과 위험을 관리하며 환경사회 세이프가드 정책의 일관성을 강조하면서도

각자 주제별 범위와 깊이가 다른 고유의 환경사회 세이프가드 정책을 수

립하고 있기에 환경사회 세이프가드 정책의 비교 분석의 필요성이 부각

된다.

본 연구에서는 다자개발은행의 환경사회 세이프가드 정책 내 17가지

지속 가능한 발전 목표 관련 주제의 내포 및 통합의 깊이에 중점을 두었

다. 8 곳의 다자개발은행의 9가지 환경사회 세이프가드 정책(세계은행의

세이프가드 정책 및 환경사회체계, 신개발은행의 환경사회체계, 아시아개

발은행의 세이프가드 정책, 아프리카개발은행의 통합 세이프가드 체계,

아시아인프라개발은행의 환경사회체계, 유럽부흥개발은행의 환경사회정

책, 유럽투자은행의 환경사회 원칙 및 기준, 미주개발은행의 세이프가드

정책)이 본 연구의 범위로 선택되었다.

본 연구는 다음 두 가지 연구 질문에 답하기 위하여 주제별 분석과

키워드 일관성 분석이 시행되었다. 첫째, 9가지 환경사회 세이프가드 정

책은 지속 가능한 발전 목표 관련 주제들을 어떻게 통합 및 내포하고 있

는가? 둘째, 9가지 환경사회 세이프가드 정책 간 주제별 통합성의 차이

는 어떻게 좁혀질 수 있는가? 본 연구는 9가지 환경사회 세이프가드 정

책 내 지속 가능한 발전 목표 관련 주제별 통합성의 폭과 깊이를 평가하

고, 정책 간 주제별 통합의 유사점과 차이점을 파악하고, 주제별 통합성

향상을 위한 방안을 제언한다. 주제별 분석은 17가지의 지속 가능한 발

전 목표 관련 주제들에 대한 내용들을 9가지 환경사회 세이프가드 정책

내에서 직접 찾고 비교함으로 시행되었으며, 키워드 일관성 분성은 질적

자료 분석 소프트웨어를 사용하였다.

9가지의 환경사회 세이프가드 정책 내에서 ‘에너지’, ‘기후변화’, ‘고

충’ 등과 같은 주제에 대한 통합성은 작은 차이를 나타냈지만 ‘재난 관

리’ 및 ‘생태계 서비스’와 같은 주제는 통합의 정도에 큰 차이가 보였다.

더불어, ‘강제 노동’ 및 ‘장애’와 같은 주제에서는 고유 정의의 존재와 부

재가 주제별 통합의 차이를 나타냈다. 또한, 환경사회 세이프가드 정책들

은 지속 가능한 발전 관련 다양한 주제 관련 지역 특성을 나타냈다. 더
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불어, 본 연구에서는 환경사회 세이프가드 정책이 최근에 수립되었다는

점이 주제별 통합성의 폭과 깊이와 직접적인 연관이 없음이 나타났다.

세계은행의 두 가지 세이프가드 정책 비교 분석 결과의 해석을 통해

주제별 통합 향상을 위해 적용될 수 있는 방안들을 제언하였다. 특정 주

제 관련 포괄도 강화, 주제별 별도의 단락 또는 절(節) 구성, 새로운 주

제 내포 정책 추가 구성, 기관별 주제 관련 고유 정의 구성 등을 통해

환경사회 세이프가드 정책의 주제 통합성 강화를 이룰 수 있다.

주제어 : 환경사회 세이프가드, 세이프가드 정책, 지속가능한 발전

목표, 다자개발은행, 환경사회 기준

학번 : 2016-24822
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