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Abstract

Study on Influence of
Work-Family Balance Policy

upon Women Employees’

Additional Childbirth

Heeju Lim
Department of Public Administration
Graduate School of Public Administration

Seoul National University

This study aims to examine factors that have influences upon
women employees  additional childbirth, mainly focusing on
work—family balance policy. In this study, work—family balance policy
1s subdivided into maternity leave and childcare leave, and their
effects on additional childbirth are examined separately. I also
examined the influence of childcare leave expansion, and influence of
discriminations after use of work—family balance policy. For this
study, data from the first to the fifth Korean Women Manager Panel
Survey, conducted by Korean Women Development Institute are used.

Among the data, this study mainly focuses on that of 3,912 people

_73_



who have one or more children.

This study has three hypotheses. <Hypothesis 1> suggests that the
use of work-family balance policy has positive influence on additional
childbirth, <Hypothesis 2> suggests that the expansion of
work-family balance policy has positive influence on additional
childbirth, and <Hypothesis 3> suggests that discrimination caused
by the use of work-family balance policy has negative influence on
additional childbirth. This study examines above three hypotheses
through logistic regression analysis.

The result of this study supports hypothesis 1 which suggested the
use work—family balance policy positively influences additional
childbirth. People who used maternity leave showed 2.43 times higher
probability of being pregnant again than people who did not use the
leave, and people who used childcare leave showed 1.49 times higher
probability of being pregnant again than people who did not use the
leave. People who used maternity leave showed 3.52 times higher
probability to have increased number of children, and people who
used childcare leave showed 1.91 times higher probability to have
increased number of children.

The result of this study partially supports hypothesis 2 which
suggested the expansion of childcare leave positively influences
additional childbirth. Even after the expansion of childcare leave, the
number of children or pregnancy did not seem to increase. However,
after the expansion of childcare leave, people who used childcare
leave showed 5.05 times higher probability of being pregnant again,
and 4.25 times higher probability of having increased number of

children. Comparing the influences of using childcare leave before and
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after the expansion of childcare leave, it showed higher probability of
being pregnant again or having increased number of children after
the expansion.

The result of this study did not support any part of the hypothesis
3 which was about influence of discrimination caused after using
work-family balance policy. Usage of maternity leave raised the
probability of pregnancy or increase in number of children, but
discrimination after childcare leave did not show any significant
influence. We can assume that usage of maternity leave is relatively
more settled than the usage of childcare leave.

As a conclusion, this study demonstrates the probability that
work-family balance policy can encourage additional childbirth of
women employees. However, only 71.50% of survey respondents used
maternity leave even when they had children, and only 25.56% of
survey respondents used childcare leave. Therefore, it is needed to
find politic methods to vitalize the work-family balance policy.
Specifically, methods to vitalize the usage of policy and methods to
expand the policy have to be seek simultaneously.

Meanwhile, this study has following limits. First of all, survey
respondents were women managers, so used data does not represent
every women or women employees. Next, maturation effect could
occur. This study deals with data dating from 2008 to 2014, and
maturation effect could have happened as time flew. Also, there is
limitation of attrition. Especially, some of survey respondents dropped
out of the survey due to their pregnancy and delivery, so the data

could have been distorted. And because the data used are mainly
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survey responses, there i1s limitation of credibility. Work—family
balance policy is the policy used after the childbirth, so there may be
the problem of endogeneity. Regarding theoretical aspects, this study
does not consider various delivery methods, family, spouse, or
surroundings, and regarding the effects of the policy, this study has
limitations because this study does not include the whole Childbirth

Encouragement Policy.

Keyword : Work-family Balance Policy, Maternity Leave, Childcare
Leave, Women Employees, Additional Childbirth, Childbirth

Encouragement Policy

Student Number : 2016-24387
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