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Abstract

A Study on Kwon Jinkyu’s Sculpture

Ryu Ji-yeon
Arts Management, Interdisciplinary Program
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Kwon Jinkyu (FZ5F, WEEE-E, 1922-1973) produced a number of
sculptures despite not having a long career from the 1950s to 1973. In
terms of artistic style, he adopted a wide range of the styles, embracing
figuration as well as abstraction. Especially made of lacquer and
terra-cotta, the works which have simplified forms and various textures
have been considered to have distinctly different characteristics
compared to pieces of his contemporaries.

This paper aims to examine essentially Kwon’s art through analysis
on his oeuvre. In the 1960s when the figurative and abstract art
messily coexisted by the emergence of abstraction, metal such as
bronze and steel was used as material for sculpture. And the figurative
and abstract art messily coexisted by the emergence of abstract art.
What made Kwon construct his own style in this era? Unlike other

sculptors mostly participating in National Art Exhibition, he did not
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submit his works to the mainstream exhibition, but held his solo
exhibitions three times. What influenced him as an artist who had
walked his own path through life? How did he handle material and
choose subject? Many researches on Kwon still lack these questions.
Because his death was a suicide, previous studies have worked to
present different interpretations from his intension or to mythify the
works focused on the death. Artwork can be valued and discussed
depending on artist’s life story, yet it is difficult to analyze them if in
- depth study is chained to a limited discourse.

In this sense, I explored Kwon’s works more specifically in this
paper as I thought that discussing his work based on the standard
discourse has limits. Thus, this dissertation first analyzed his solo and
group exhibitions held in 1965, 1968, and 1971 where his key works
were displayed. Further, I examined that Kwon tried to seek for
overseas activities after the solo exhibitions ended in Korea and Japan.
It attempted confirm his intension and direction to expand his career.
Additionally, I investigated the characteristics of materials he used. The
materials are listed in the following order in which he used from his
study in Japan to death: plaster, stone, wood, bronze, terra-cotta, and
lacquer. The investigation into the material is categorized in the
subjects: male figure, female figure, religious sculpture, animal
sculpture, and the others. More specifically, the male figure is
subdivided into standing statue and self-portrait, and the female figure
is classified into standing statue, the bust, the head, and other female

figures. The subcategory of animal work contains equestrian statues,
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head of horse, cow, and other animals. Also, in order to throw light on
his work, I considered its features in the choice of model and subject,
systematic process of modeling, repetition of form, and change of
material and size. Finally, the research illuminated the concept and
context of his work by figuring out his oeuvre in reinterpretation of the
various culture, junction between figuration and abstraction, interest in
abstraction, and pursuit of incompleteness.

This paper provided the comprehensive analysis of his sculpture
and attitude as an artist by examining systematically his working
process. Such analysis and research functioned as an area of further in
— depth study of Kwon.

I hope that there are a wide variety of discussions on the issues
which was excluded from the study and have to be filled up more,

based on this study.

Keywords: Kwon Jinkyu, Korean Modern and Contemporary Art,

Sculpture

Student Number: 2010-30339
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