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Abstract

A Study of Phonological Phenomena
in Manchu and Chinese by Analyzing
Chinese Loan Words in Manwen

Yuandang

HUI JIN
Department of Linguistics
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This dissertation aims at describing the phonological phenomena that
occurred in Chinese and Manchu in the 17" century by investigating
Chinese loan words which were written with script without dots and circles
(BBEEHY) in Manwen Yuandang. Manwen Yuandang is an archive
published in the early 17th century in which all kinds of events about the
Manchu people that happened from 1607 to 1636 were recorded. Since it
was published before the creation of the Manchu script with dots and
circles(5 BIZ53% ) rules used to transcribe Chinese loan words were still
not being kept very strictly. The Manchu people wrote the Chinese words
as they heard them, which is why different ways of transcribing the same
Chinese words can be found in this archive. Through these transcriptions,

phonological phenomena can be found that happened not only in Manchu
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but also in Chinese.

In Manwen Yuandang, we can find that &% ([p"]) was transcribed
with the letter B since before 1623 P can not be found in Manwen
Yuandang. However, F can also be found to transcribe some JERFFE([p"])
sounds. FFAHZF([ts, ts?, s]) sounds are transcribed with the letter S and RiH
Z([k, k? h]) sounds with K, G, H. However, fiflF and RiH= can also
be found to be written with the letter J or C when they were followed by
the high vowel i. From this we can find some clues that can prove the fact
that the palatalization of [k, k®, h] and [ts, ts", s] had already happened in
the early 17th century. In addition, it is found that in some Chinese loan
words the sounds of Chinese di and # were sometimes transcribed as JI and
CI. From this some clues can be found to prove that the palatalization of di
and #i had existed in Manchu although it can no longer be found in written
Manchu except for some loan words or onomatopoeic words.

In this dissertation, the patterns for transcribing ¥ are also discussed.
Although, ‘¥ was written as SE in with script without dots and circles, 1
argue that ¥ which is pronounced with the third tone(_%) in Chinese, it
was written as dzy with script with dots and circles, such as in ‘A and
“fLXF". In contrast, when ‘- is pronounced without any tone in Chinese,
such as in [EF and &, it is still written as se.

Regarding the transcriptions of Chinese vowels, we can find that the
transcription of H§52&E([au]) sound was written as —40, ~00 or —O while
AMEEE([u]) and XX EE([0]) were also written as ~OO0 or —O. The nasal
ﬁnal(ﬁa}:’) —m can still be found in some Chinese loan words including &
S=E( B ®58([am]) and FEi#EE([iem]) sounds.

keywords : Manwen Yuandang(#MJRKE), Manwen Laodang(i%> %

#&), script without dots and circles(ZE 25i%3C), script
with dots and circles(F B24#), Chinese loan word,
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