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Abstract

A Study on the Philosophy of Choe Hangi
—Metaphysics and Ethics of Gi (5&)—

Park, Mi—Ra

Asian Philosophy Major
Department of Philosophy
College of Humanities

Seoul National University

1. About Choe Hangi's philosophy, prevalent understandings say it
follows the main ideas of empiricism, while some admit the
metaphysical aspects of 1t. This paper aims to explain two
inconsistent features found in Choe Hangi's philosophy as an effort
to complement the imperfection derived from his previous empirical
approach toward ethics by later implementing a metaphysical system

of ethics.

2. In his earlier writings, Choi proposes an empirical
methodology, named Chucheuk (#EMI; speculation), while criticizing
Neo—Confucianism, Buddhism and Catholicism. The main reason
Choe attacks these disciplines is that they choose things which
cannot be objectively experienced as their main subject of study.
Instead, he suggests three steps of speculation: grasping the
pattern—principles of concrete objects (Jii#), finding and applying

the suitable way to handle them (##f) and affirming the previous

-l -
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comprehension and application (iF5#).

3. By distinguishing Yuhaengji—1i (i1 28) and Chucheukji—Ii
(#fel.2#L), Choi draws a line between the truth itself and the
pursuit of the truth. According to his distinction, conclusions drawn
by implementing the empirical methods only have relative
importance. It is because Chucheukji—Ili could be developed to
imitate Yuhaengji—Ii, but Chucheukji—Ii is not Yuhaengji—Ii itself.
This unidentifiability becomes a problem for the realm of ethics
rather than that of natural science. To Choe, it is tolerable for not
grasping the pattern—principles of natural phenomena (e.g.,
movements of distant stars) right now; whereas it is always
required to make judgements on right and wrong, good and bad.
Furthermore, if morality has no universal value, it is impossible to

urge people who only pursue their self —centered desires.

4. In his later writing, Choe supposes an ultimate reality, which
called Unhwa—Gi (G#E{L%), and devises a metaphysical system of
Sadeungunhwa (V4553#1{l; four levels of movements and changes).
Based on this new theory, he maintains that through incessant
investigations on the pattern—principles of myriad things, human
beings can recognize the ultimate reality and if they understand it,
then they can get the standards of human affairs. Nevertheless,
Choe fails to conclude with neither specific values nor organization.
Choe only adopts metaphysical system to defend his arguments
deduced from empirical methods. Through this adoption, justified
values and standards of governance get to have a more fundamental
position. From these points, two different aspects—experimental and

metaphysical— in Choe’s philosophy could be explained as a

b " .
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derivative from his pursuit of empirical methods while assuring the

universality of ethical values.

5. The philosophy of Choe Hangi expands from Chucheuk, which
indicates an empirical methodology, to Gihak (%%; theory of GI),
which can authorize the universality of ethics. As a consequence,
Choe at first was skeptical of Neo—Confucianism, which pursues
ethics In a way that is inconsistent with speculation; but after
formulating Gihak, he tries to embrace it within his theory,
admitting that it also seeks morality. Considering all the above,
Choe strives for the one—penetrating—all (—#t) theory, which
embraces not only natural science and human ethics, but also even

Neo—Confucianism and other schools.

[Key words] Choe Hangi (f#¥4#), Chucheuk — (HEM;
speculation), Jeungheom (FFE#; affirmation of comprehension and
application), Gihak (%% theory of Gi), Unhwa—Gi GHEILSE),
Sadeungunhwa (P4553#1{l; four levels of movements and changes),

Seungsun (HJIH; imitating)
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