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Abstract

Reproducing Spatial Authenticity:

A Case Study of DMZ Borders
and its Utilization of Local Resources

Jina Kim
Interdisciplinary Program in Landscape Architecture
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Environmental and cultural factors due to the Korean War and
division of territory differentiate the Demilitarized Zone(DMZ)
borders from other regions, As various local resources have
started to be wutilized, tourism in the DMZ borders has not
been limited to security tourism but instead has diversified
into various sectors, such as ecotourism, rural tourism, and
historical tourism., These tourist sites utilizing local resources
have caused economic, social, and cultural changes in local
communities, However, the discourse of peace characterizing
tourism development plans in the DMZ borders is too vague
and abstract to give a specific direction for the plans,
Certainly, peace can be an ideological framework to change
the identity of the DMZ borders from a military area on the

frontlines of the Korean War to a symbol of peace on the
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Korean peninsula, Nevertheless, a specific vision with which
residents and visitors can empathize in a more local context is
needed, Developing this vision, the significance and limitations
of places utilizing local resources should be analyzed first, The
purpose of this study, therefore, is to analyze the process of
reproducing the authenticity of the DMZ borders, especially in
places utilizing local resources, and to clarify the structure in
which the essence and the cultural values inherent in local
resources are shared, The concept of authenticity was adopted
to refer to the spatial meaning of the DMZ borders reproduced
in places utilizing local resources instead of the peace

discourse.

This qualitative research focused on the characteristics of
places utilizing local resources and the experiences of visitors,
I analyzed data in the literature and newspapers, conducted
in—depth interviews in selected focus groups, and analyzed the
results according to grounded theory. The spatial scope of the
study consisted of places and programs utilizing the local na—
ture, history, culture, and human resources in Paju, Gyeonggi
Province, and Cheorwon, Gangwon Province, which provided
the most diverse experiences of the DMZ borders in South
Korea, Within these sites, specific sites suitable for achieving
the purpose of this study were selected, These places were
expected to broaden the scope of local tourism by utilizing

various local resources,

The concept of authenticity, which is the main theme of this
study, usually is discussed in the social sciences., Authenticity

refers to a cultural value system that emerged after the mod—
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ern era, The authentic subject has characteristics perceived as
true according to political, economic, social, and cultural
purposes. The attributes of authenticity are constituted by the
specific purpose of a human group, and objects with recog—
nized authenticity are given high status and authority. The
authenticity of tourist experiences has both features of repre—
sentation that interpret spatial characteristics as true experi—
ences within specific tourist environments and features of
non—representation that generate meaning through practice
and performance, Based on this theoretical background, the
representational authenticity constructed in places utilizing lo—
cal resources and the actual experience of tourists were ana—
lyzed to determine the process of reproducing authenticity in
the DMZ borders.

Intended representational authenticity in places utilizing local
resources shows to which local resources the community as—
signs importance, what values the community attaches to
those local resources, and what message the community wants
to convey to the outside world, Based on representational au—
thenticity, tourists experience local identity and understand
the regional values the community wishes to convey free from
prejudice, However, intended representational authenticity in
places utilizing local resources can be transformed into other
meanings as tourists interpret local resources from different
perspectives or deny the structure of the experience intended
in those places, Tourists fixed image of the region can be a
new structure of their experience., Moreover, representational
authenticity can be negatively evaluated and rejected if the

structure of experience intended in places utilizing local re—
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sources disturbs feeling placeness, history, and local charac—
teristic, if the discourse of peace is used ambiguously, if tou—
rists feel discomforted by commercialization, or if tourists are
dissatisfied with the tour products, At the same time, the
sensory and diverse experiences grained through practice and
performance in places utilizing local resources enrich the ex—
perience of discovering the authenticity of the region., In other
words, representational authenticity intended in places utilizing
local resources is reproduced through the process of being ac—
cepted, transformed, and rejected by tourists and the tourists'
experiencing non-—representational authenticity through imme—
diate practice and performance of tourists, Consequently, these

processes reproduce the authenticity of the whole regions,

The process of reproducing authenticity in places utilizing
local resources can be classified into three types according to
how representational authenticity and non—representational
authenticity influence the experience of the authenticity of the
region, In the first type, both representational authenticity
and non-—representational authenticity influence the re—
production of the authenticity of the region. The second type
has few possibilities to influence the reproduction of au—
thenticity because non-—representational authenticity is hard to
experience, In addition, it is difficult to experience intended
representational authenticity because a different interpretation
of authenticity has been carried out by tourists. The third
type has possibilities to influence the reproduction of au—
thenticity according to the experience of non—representational
authenticity, even though experiencing intended representa—

tional authenticity is difficult. In short, not only is the proc—
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ess of reproducing authenticity performed dynamically with the
experiences of both representational and non-—representational
authenticity, but the second and third types were also found

in this study.

The identity of the DMZ borders becomes the dominant view
interpreting the authenticity of the region, prejudicing under—
standings of the meaning of local resources differently from
intentional authenticity, Nevertheless, experiencing non—repre—
sentational authenticity can overcome the limitations of this
prejudice. It can allow people to perceive the value of local
resources differently and expect a positive transformation of
thinking about the region, despite the experience of rejecting
intended representational authenticity., To convey the environ-—
mental, historical, and cultural values of the DMZ borders ob—
scured by the dominant security tourism agenda, it, therefore,
is necessary to promote factors that activate non—representa—

tional experience,

For this purpose, it is necessary to recognize the diverse
historical layers and differences of the landscape of the DMZ
borders, free from the conventional structure of security tour—
ism reinforcing prejudices about it., In addition, when utilizing
local resources, possibilities for non—representational experi—
ence should be enhanced through promoting factors that can
activate imagination and emotional feeling, By reproducing
authenticity to overcome preconceived frames for interpreting
the authenticity of the region and by realizing the identity
and various values of the DMZ borders through non-—repre—

sentational experiences, interest and understanding of the local
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resources can be enhanced, and the preservation and uti—
lization of local resources with low awareness or poor man-—
agement can be affected. Moreover, enhancing the possibilities
for experiencing non-—representational authenticity could high—
light diverse events and programs that reflect regional char—
acteristics outside the scope of institutionalized group tourism,
The diverse events and programs could enrich the cultural
base of the region and create intimate relationships between
the local community and tourists, This corresponds to the new
tourism paradigm characterized by non—institutionalization,
personalization, differentiation, and respect for and under—
standing of the environment and culture of the destination,
The peace pursued in the DMZ borders, therefore, should
highlight the value of underestimated and overlooked local re—
sources and activate interactions between the local community
and tourists in order to transform the image of a forbidden

land into the everyday life area of people,

This study is meaningful because it not only explores the
tourism development strategies of a specific local region but
also suggests a vision of how to preserve and utilize the wider
area of the DMZ borders. Furthermore, understanding the
process of reproducing authenticity in places utilizing local re—
sources can contribute to finding how to increase the possibil—
ities for communication between locals and tourist in the de—

velopment process of tourist areas,

Keywords: Authenticity, Local Resource, DMZ borders,
Representation, Non—representation
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