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Abstract

Punctuation signs are special kinds of morpltemes or words, and they
are complete entities in the theory of Korean punctuation as well as
in that of most western languages. The pragmatic framework that I
assume here is based on Ballmer(1975), which concentrates on the
development of ‘punctuation grammar.’

Punctuation signs used in Korean were influenced by the theory of
their western counterparts. There are two conspicuous counter-opinions
on punctuation. While the afirmative attitude is represented by Lee,
Sang-chun(1925), Choi, Hyon-bae(1937) and the KLRS*(1933), the
negative one--There is no particular sign marking punctuation, so it
can be replaced by special termination, instead.--is advocated by Ridel
(1881).

At present time, however, there is a tendency to overuse punctuation
marks in Korean sentences. It is mainly because Korean verb inflection
has not been fully recognized. Therefore the Korean punctuation system

should be rearranged in consideration of the peculiar character of Ko-
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rean; in addition, the arrangement of its usage is urgently required, I
think.

So I suggest the following usages of the comma in Korean sentences:
Commas are punctuated

(i) after the independents, after the sentence-modifying adverbs wit-
hout particles.

(ii) after the same class of words are coordinated without particles,
in case they go in couples.

(iii) after the topicalized phrases for the purpose of emphasis, after
the same phrases or reduplicated synonyms.

(iv) after two sentences which are conjoined by objective or adverbial
phrases without having particles.

(v) after a NP which is followed by a modifying phrase in place of
a modified phrase.

* KLRS is Korean Language Research Society.



