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Abstract

An Understanding of Practical
Experience of Democratic
Citizenship Education

in an Innovative School

— Focused on the Case of A Elementary School -

JO, EUN-BI
Department of Social Studies Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University
Major Advisor : Cho, Young-Dal, Ph. D.

School is a place for democratic citizenship education. The school is a
place where diverse people come together to live together, and students can
practice and participate in community civic life at the school and develop
their capacities as democratic citizens. The purpose of this study is to
study the experience of democratic citizenship education in A Innovative
School based on a qualitative case study. The purpose of this study was to
examine how democratic citizenship education of A Innovative School 1is
being practiced through links between the curriculum, school life, inside and
outside of the school, and to analyze its meaning. As a result, the practice
of democratic citizenship education in A Innovative School has the following
characteristics.

First, in the practice of democratic citizenship education in the curriculum,
the learners were able to determine the contents and goals of the learning
process, lead the whole learning process, and realize the learner—led
curriculum that evaluates the learning contents themselves. A Innovative

School practiced collaborative learning and project learning based on
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learning content linked to learners’ lives Through this, the case of
democratic citizenship education integrating knowledge and practice was
confirmed.

Second, we could confirm the educational efforts to guarantee
participation in the practice of democratic citizenship education in school life
without compromising student autonomy. Students were improving their
lives based on “participation,” and teachers and parents provided the
students with the things they needed to solve problems. Teachers and
parents ensured the autonomy of the students and provided appropriate
support through social processes, dialogues, and discussions with the
students to ensure that they were responsible for their own responsibility.
A Innovative school students were empowered in their school life to
embody their ideas throughout the school.

Third, the school established an educational community in democratic
citizenship education through linkage inside and outside the school. In
addition, the school endeavored to practice democratic citizenship education
through links with local communities. A Innovative schools have been
exploring various mechanisms for restoring the right to education of
marginalized students and parents, and educational activities have been
conducted to recognize the three subjects of education(students, parents, and
teachers). In addition, when the school and the community were organically
connected and build a network, we could expand the learning place so that
students can grow and learn in the context of life.

A Innovation School provided students with opportunities for hands—on
civic engagement through curriculum, school life and community links. In
addition, scaffolding of teachers and parents was combined to enable
students to experience high quality civic participation and empower them as
democratic citizens through experience. Democratic citizenship education was
connected and influenced each other based on the interaction of learners,
teachers, and parents.

When comprehensively examining the experience of democratic citizenship
education in A Innovation School, A Innovation School tried to practice
Democratic citizenship education by forming a “school ecosystem” based on
the participation of educational community. The basis is as follows. A In

Innovation School, first, in terms of educational philosophy, members shared
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the view that 'the school is a space that grows through the participation of
school members.” Second, in terms of the -curriculum, education was
conducted by sharing knowledge and information and interacting with
teachers and learners in a horizontal relationship. Third, there was a culture
of communication and cooperation in terms of community culture. Fourth,
the space was designed to improve the space that was designed and
designed centered on school and teacher. Fifth, efforts were made to
connect with local communities in terms of educational network
construction. The elements of educational philosophy, curriculum, culture of
communication and cooperation, space, and the establishment of educational

network were positively influencing each other and virtuous cycle.

keywords : democratic citizenship education, school democracy,
case study, innovative school, practical experience of democratic
citizenship education, the democracy of everyday life

Student Number : 2017-21697
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