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Ba FAHoR dopteE AT oY et o] BH A4 olA
D7t aga MEe 4dF9 &S =77|% FtH(Gable, 2016). ©]
g ohdd), e o BolA o]

G ®ALE Y] wielt, o] o
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tH(Granfield, 1991).

A5 Wit o] A3 st 7Hg o e
THo] shrh ARSAAA A9, 7S ALY AA T o] ATy
ARew FAAQ G FAAQ Gl EF Hiuw o rpE3
A o] ALl A A A A9 gkl AL A dojAAA YEhdE oYy T
A Aol =ewnh didtus Aol e JelA dst g e
Ae EZ3ta AA3 XA E ws 5 glA W (Tate, Fouad, Marks, You
ng, Guzman, 2015; Gable, 2016; Landers, 2018), #}lo] 7}=Sol H] &)
O 2 154 73E 41 AHE ol& A s H A3 (family achi
evement guilt)S =7]7]% $tth(Covarrubias & Fryberg, 2015).

A 7EY A5 ALSEF 49 Aol A F Qe FxA
Y& FE xS wFL 259 Ay d¥FS A= 84y dE

of #3 A7t diHew RSPk ASs A4k (Pike &, Kuh, 20

ett, 1983, Chemers, Hu, & Garcia, 2011; Zajacova, Lynch, & Espensha
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de, 2005; Hsieh, Sullivan, and Guerra, 2007)3} =}Alo] Al A&l o] 9t}
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Fas weste wAE Fal ety 4 IAcHGable, 2016). o FL

A ApAo] T S nle) REsiogs A7A FAeA Fa A
Mol 483 & e AdE FTEdste] FET we AHE o] FIAh
olgfgt AAmRIEAL AL5ST WEUAET ofygt Urk gistA &<
AHdE T8 9T ot Aom By YRk 53] Hlto] &
A A A= B ZHE a3t SHA A sof AR oo &
FAN YA F sty & 4 9tk (Claro, Paunesku, Dweck, 2016).
T olE2 ARE FHstE HAHAA vde AE s, dAA A
Hol| Ho] HEld = gle=d ol TAE AT 5 Jdve A 55
ZH(coping efficacy)®] =S5 A¥Hoz 189 MZE MHEs= H

ol QA THGuzman & Williams, 2015). o]&lst tix &5 = 3
ol Al "retrm gl = 249 (career barrier) S HolWS & dE AAL
o] 7] wio] 53] 724 AHES APt de S A=
ol /] T3 IS 3}r] ulF o]t (Hackett&Byars, 1996; Luzzo&McWh
irter, 2001; Guzman & Williams, 2015).

ok 2 Alelsha] Wl A o5 AFH et Mzt J3Fs v

[¢]
Ar wekA wele] giF AT EF ol Folhrh A vFoly et
2

A3 2e 444
Fo vAE Aow weld SrHETI, F47, 2015 oA, 4BF,
2015). EF o5& vhe S5l e 95 9@d wne +9
99 9 %ol g ke FolE Ea o 2 ool B 4 AAE
Y, iR AEe} Felgo] Ee4E WRANL, SAASAY, AU T
of gt WA 7191, A7) o, wEAA Al 3t Ass} o B 4

ool AsAAA WAT A% BREA AnHAA FA 6 st A
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EFLAl H 3l 53], ol olg Ad @ 4dA et %‘EX}-"J al
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(A, 2007). 2014 tHEA A PGols BEFZAHGOMS) AR &
Aol A =l 494 &R oF 66%7F A, oF 18%7F wsFH F
ol W AAEE 52 NEET, 1383 ¢F 16%7} 11&3 Hes How &
elkrh(ol g R, 48, 2017). whAl el A, 4dA Wt SRkl o 3
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Abstract

A Study on the Educational
Aspirations Formation Process
of Prestigious University
Students from Low-income

Families

Lee, Hye Ji
Major in Lifelong Education, Department of Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

The purpose of this study is to examine how educational aspirations
of prestigious college students from low-income families are formed
and to obtain implications for institutional support and educational
intervention for career courses of them. In pursuit of this goal, I
interviewed 9 of students who have an experience in graduate schools
or are willing to continue their education after their graduations.

The main results of the study are as follows. The college life

experiences of students were divided into academic experiences,

- 119 -



non-academic experiences, and interaction experiences with their
families to examine the process of forming educational aspirations.
First, on academic experiences, they had both challenges and
achievements. When entering college, they experienced academic
difficulties due to lack of private education and prior knowledge
compared to other students. Despite of this, they could grow
academically with their “growth mindset”, participating in “high
impact practice” such as writing a long paper, conducting research
as undergraduate students, and studying abroad as visiting students.
This achievement led them to have aspirations for higher education.

Second, on non-academic experiences, they found it difficult to
form a sense of belonging at a prestigious university, where most
students are from a family with a high socio—economic status.
Amicable friendships with people they met in their department or club
had a significant role in forming their sense of belonging in college.
Besides, they were able to obtain practical information about career
path from nearby peer groups. By actively referencing prestigious
college students as a reference group for their abilities and aptitudes,
they could keep pursuing their educational aspiration.

Third, on interaction experiences with their families, they were able
to feel intimacy and get emotional support from family. However,
they could not get any practical supports for their career plan since
their parents had no clue of experience on elite university. Also,
students felt the responsibility of providing support to their family,
which prevented them from forming educational aspirations. In this
regard, students were able to maintain their ambition by placing a
certain level of distance rather than interacting deeply with their

families.
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And there were four characteristics distinctively presented in this
study. First, it was “a process of permission for oneself”. Even if
they had a strong desire to grow further and achieved excellent
results at a prestigious college, it was not easy for them to pursue
career path and satisfy their educational aspirations. Their pursuit had
to be justified due to their economic difficulties. Second, it was “a
process of realizing their aspiration of social contribution. In
particular, it was a more prominent feature in the participants who
went through adversity in their childhood. Stemmed from their private
experience, they had become interested in the marginalized who have
a similar background. Therefore, they chose further education as a
career path that could cope with the problem of poverty and social
inequality. Third, it was “a process of too fast or to slow”. Their
time lines of plans for subsequent career path were either too fast or
too slow. They chose the most efficient way so that they can
support their family as fast as possible or they were lost because
they had set their plans vaguely due to the lack of career network.
Fourth, it was “a process of tug of war with the sustainability of
their life and ideal aspirations”. They were following their inner voice
to hone their intellectual curiosity and make dedication to society
despite of their marginalized background. But the reality is
significantly more complex. They had to make a living and suffice
for their family. It is quite overwhelming experience for them to
balance between their aspiration and the reality of life.

This study has the following significance. First, it shed the light on
the career course of prestigious college students in low-income
families, which are difficult to find in precedent studies in South

Korea. In particular, unlike previous low-income college students’
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career course studies, it contains more practical implications for
educational intervention by exploring both challenges and success of
low-income students at elite school. Second, it can draw attention to
accountability of college education in the career process of students
of low-income families. Even if they made a significant academic
achievement in secondary school and at college, they had no choice

but experienced hardship in pursuing their own career path.

Keywords : Low-income Students at Prestigious College,
Educational Aspirations
Student Number : 2016-21538
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