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Abstract

A Study on Teachers’ Knowledge
on Hangeul Teaching for

Immigrant Children

LEE, Eun Ju
Department of Korean Language Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study set out to identify what knowledge would be needed by
teachers for effective Hangul education for immigrant children and investigate
the patterns of teachers’ current knowledge. For these purposes, the study
organized teachers’ knowledge with pedagogical knowledge, knowledge about
educational content, and teachers’ belief in Hangul education, devised and
administered a questionnaire on teachers’ knowledge, and conducted
quantitative analysis of teachers’ knowledge as a basis of the implementation
of education.

Based on literature study, the system of teachers’ knowledge was divided
into pedagogical knowledge, knowledge about educational content, and belief
in Hangul education. Pedagogical knowledge was further divided into

knowledge about the understanding of learners and knowledge about
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educational methods. Knowledge about the understanding of learners, which
concerns learners’ linguistic development and errors, was further categorized
into knowledge about children’s linguistic development and knowledge about
the analysis of learners’ errors regarding the errors often found in the
language study process of children from multicultural families such as
immigrant children.

The participants of the study include 55 elementary school teachers at
elementary schools in Guro—gu, Seoul. Their educational career spanned from
eight months to over 20 years. The Teachers’ Knowledge Questionnaire used
in Cohen(2014) and Yang Min-hwa et al.(2014) was employed in the study
after revising or adding items based on the characteristics of immigrant
children and Hangul. Data was collected in an online survey, and collected
data was analyzed in independent-sample t-test and one-way ANOVA with
the SPSS 22 program to test the patterns of teachers’ knowledge.

The findings show that the teachers recognized their teaching of Hangul
and the content of Hangul education themselves, thus recording a middle level
of self-confidence. They were, however, in a very low level of pedagogical
knowledge and knowledge about educational content in Hangul education for
immigrant children. In 14 items on knowledge about the understanding of
learners under the category of pedagogical knowledge, the scored mean 57.79
points out of 100 and recorded an over 50% of correct answers. Their
percentage of correct answers was higher in knowledge about linguistic
development(67.50) than knowledge about learners’ errors. There were no
statistically significant differences according to teachers’ educational career,
career of teaching first and second graders, and In-service training
experiences. In nine items to measure knowledge about educational methods
under the category of pedagogical knowledge, the subjects scored mean 37.33
points out of 100, recording the lowest percentage of correct answers. Their

mean scores were higher in approaches to language education(52.67) than
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instructional methods by the domain of Hangul education(29.67). The teachers
whose educational career was less than 15 years recorded a higher percentage
of correct answers in knowledge about educational methods with statistical
significance than the teachers whose educational career was 15 years or
longer. The teachers that taught first and second graders for less than six
years recorded a relatively higher percentage of correct answers than the
teachers that taught first and second graders for six years or longer. In 25
items to check concept knowledge of phonological knowledge under the
category of knowledge about educational content, the subjects scored mean
51.28 points out of 100. They scored mean 71.39 points out of 100 in 23 items
to measure knowledge about the application of phonological knowledge, which
indicates that they lacked in concept knowledge. The teachers recorded a
higher percentage of correct answers in knowledge about linguistic structures
than phonological knowledge under the category of knowledge about
educational content and scored 5640 and 72.17 points in concept and
application knowledge, respectively. Their percentage of correct answers was
higher in application like they did in phonological knowledge. Finally, the
study analyzed teachers’ belief in Hangul education and found that they had
belief in language education close to a semantics-based balanced approach,
which means that they lacked both in knowledge and belief for a linguistic
approach to Hangul study among immigrant children.

The present study analyzed the patterns of teachers’ knowledge by dividing
research participants according to their experiences, divided teachers’
knowledge as a basis of Hangul education for immigrant children further by
the element, and measured it in a quantitative manner, thus holding its
significance.

Keywords : Immigrant children, Hangul education, Teacher
education, Korean language education, Elementary education
Student Number : 2015-21924
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