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Abstract

A Study on the Education of Korean Antonyms

for Chinese Learners

ZHAN ZHENG
Department of Korean Language Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Korean antonyms help greatly improve communication skills by helping to
expand vocabulary. However, even at the advanced level, Chinese Korean
learners can not correctly use Korean antonyms because they do not
proper ly recognize the difference between the complexity and imbalance of
Korean and Chinese antonyms. Therefore, this study aimed to provide
teaching contents and learning methods that can improve the accuracy of
Chinese learners' use of Korean antonyms.

The purpose of this study was to describe the definition of antonyms,
conditions of establishment, types, characteristics, and to conduct a
comparative analysis of Korean and Chinese antonyms in order to select a

list of Korean antonyms for Chinese learners. Based on the list of Korean
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antonyms created in this way, this study analyzed the pattern of Chinese
learners' use of Korean antonyms, and based on this, established the
teaching contents and learning methods of Korean antonyms for Chinese
learners.

In Chapter 1II, this study reviewed the definition, establishment
conditions, types, characteristics of the antonyms revealed by the
previous research, then compared and analyzed the Korean and Chinese
antonyms based on the complexities and imbalances of the antonyms. This
study tried to uncover the differences between Korean and Chinese
antonyms. Based on these differences, this study selected a list of Korean
antonyms for advanced Chinese learners, and examined the teaching status
of Korean antonyms in China including the Korean textbooks used in China,
the recognition of teachers, and the perception of learners.

In Chapter III, a questionnaire was conducted to examine how Chinese
learners use Korean antonyms. Based on the theory in Chapter II, the
questionnaire was composed of 5 parts. This study found 81 Chinese
advanced learners and 47 Korean native speakers to do the research.
Through the survey, this study found that even when Chinese learners reach
an advanced level, the accuracy in using Korean antonyms is relatively low
because of the complexity and imbalance of Korean antonyms. It was found
that they suffered from relatively large difficulties 1n sSynonymity,
polymorphism, morphological representation, semantic representation, and

vocabulary vacancy. In addition, through the post—examination interview,
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this study attempted to elaborate on the causes of differences in the
usage patterns of Chinese learners and Korean native speakers.

In chapter IV, based on the results reviewed in chapter III, an attempt
was made to construct effective teaching contents and learning methods of
Korean antonyms for Chinese learners. Based on the teaching and learning
goals of Korean antonyms for Chinese learners and the usage of Korean
antonyms for Chinese learners, it describes systematic teaching contents,
and utilizes Focus on Form Instruction for effective learning methods such
as consciousness-raising task, input processing, and semantic negotiation.

Chapter V summarized the contents discussed above and described the
significance and limitations of this study. Until now, studies on antonyms
in Korean education have been concentrated on comparative studies of
Chinese characters with anomalous prefixes, but this study contrasted and
analyzes Korean and Chinese antonyms, focusing on the complexities and
imbalances which are the main characteristics of antonyms. Then it
selected a list of Korean antonyms for Chinese advanced learners, and
analyzed the causes of differences in usage patterns of antonyms between
Chinese learners and Korean native speakers. This study is meaningful in
that it established the teaching contents and learning methods of Korean
antonyms for Chinese learners by paying attention to the complexities and
imbalances of antonyms that were relatively unnoticed in Korean language

education.
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* Key words: Korean language education, antonyms, Chinese learners,
complexities, imbalances, contrast analysis,
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