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Abstract

The view of Nobi as a Cheonmin
during the late Koryo and the early Chosun period

and the double-sidedness of that view

Choi, Won-ha

History Education Major

Department of Social Studies Education
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study explored the background of the view of Nobi(#{
1) as a Cheonmin(KIR) during the late Koryo(Ei#8) and the
early Chosun (31ftf) and the meaning of the double-sidedness of
that view. The purpose of this research was mainly in
understanding of the historical meaning of the late Koryo and
the early Chosun period focusing on the view of Nobi based on
neo-Confucianism (MEHEEL) |

The newly growing Sadaebu(1:kK), who witnessed the Nobi
problem of late Koryo period, argued the proper treatment of
Nobi and the suppression against the MNobi's presumptuous
behaviors. Their double-sided positions on the Nobi problem
can be confirmed in the public notice of Gamchalsa(¥;%¢7]),
which was issued in 1339, and were further embodied in the
Sinjin— sadaebu’'s  GPr#+KK) insistence on reformation of Nobi
system, resulting in the double-sided view of Nobi as a
Cheonmin (KIX) at the end of the Koryo.

In this context, the Nobi policy during the early Chosun

3 o i
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period was also accompanied by a policy to treat Nobi like
other commoners and to restrain Nobi's presumptuous
behavior by establishing an order of status. In the same
period, Yangban(®HE) class regarded Ki Tse(EF)'s eight
clauses law (U&HE) as the origin of Dongguk Nobi (FEIIUE)
and thought the existence of Nobi was helpful for the
edification. The Yangban class perspective on Nobi could be
possible because Nobi was defined Cheonmin, the object of
edification placed below in the order of Cheonbun(K47).
Therefore, the view of Nobi as a Cheonmin was the basis on
which the Yangban class justified their domination of Nobi
through the order of status set by the teachings of
neo-Confucianism.

The will of Yangban class to establish control over Nobi
sometimes conflicted with that of the state(Bl%) to treat
them as Gongmin(Z3R). The circumstances in which the state
and the Saga(#.%) clashed over the rule of Nobi were related
to the double-sidedness of the view of Nobi as a Cheonmin.
The state wanted to intervene in Saga's control of Nobi, with
the view that even if it was a Sano(FAI0), it should receive
the same reasonable treatment as ordinary people. On the
other hand, Yangban class tried to stop the state from
intervening, arguing that Nobi, who are Cheonmin, should be
placed under the order of status because they are subject to

edification.
keywords : Nobi (%), Cheonmin (KEL), Nobi policy, Sadaebu (+KK),

Neo—-Confucianism, View of Nobi as a Cheonmin
Student Number : 2018-21981
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