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~1998 831 116 947 12
~2001 965 478 1,043 46

2002 510 632 1,142 55

2003 474 811 1,285 63

2004 626 1,272 1,898 67

2005 424 960 1,384 69

2006 515 1,013 2,028 75

2007 o573 1,981 2,954 78

2008 608 2,195 2,303 78

2009 662 2,252 2,914 77

2010 591 1,811 2,402 75

2011 795 1,911 2,706 70

2012 404 1,098 1,502 72

2013 369 1,145 1,514 76

2014 305 1,092 1,397 78

2015 251 1,024 1,275 80

2016 302 1,116 1,418 79

2017 188 939 1,127 83

2018 168 969 1,137 85

2019 202 345 1,047 81
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d= ok 17 U4
1998 1 1 0
1999 - = =
2002 - - -
2003 1 1 0
2004 2 2 0
2005 1 1 0
2006 1 1 0
2007 3 3 0
2008 3 7 1
2009 5 4 1
2010 3 3 5
2011 5 1 2
2012 11 4 7
2013 11 6 5
2014 8 1 7
2015 14 5 9
2016 9 7 2
2017 3 1
2018 0 2
2019 1 4
7 99 51 46
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2009 7 1 14
2010 3 3 38
2011 8 2 25
2012 7 3 43
2013 6 2 33
2014 13 1 8
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2016 14 5 36
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2018 10 3 30
2019 7 1 14
A 121 32 27
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Abstract

A Comparison Between Physician
Training Systems of South and
North Koreas

- Focusing on qualitative researches on North
Korean refugee physicians’ acquisition of South

Korean medical license -

Choi, Heeran
Family medicine
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

Inter-Korean medical cooperation exchanges require medium and long term
goals and are emerging as an indispensable task for future unification. Various
studies have been conducted so far, but there are no studies dealing with
subjects who have experienced the North and South medical treatment fields.
This research aims to derive measures to improve discrepancies between healthcare
systems of South and North Koreas, utilization of North Korean refugee healthcare
personnels and medical cooperation strategies between South and North Koreas.

Focusing on discrepancies between healthcare personnel training systems of
the two Koreas, characteristics of the North Korean healthcare system were
reviewed and comparisons were performed between medical school courses of
the two Koreas. Present conditions of North Korean medical schools and

changes in North Korean medical school courses were discussed. Healthcare
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delivery systems and healthcare personnel training courses of the two Koreas
were also compared to each other. Change training courses of North Korea
medical school were organized by year. Also current state of North Korean
refugee physicians’ acquisition of South Korean medical license was analyzed
and foreign cases were reviewed. Finally, Cases of East and West Germany and
Israel were analyzed.

Subject of study includes 27 cases, divided into two groups. The first group
consists of 20 North Korean refugee physicians in South Korea and the second
group 1s composed of 7 South Korean experts who have experiences of
operating programs for North Korean refugee physicians’ acquisition of South
Korean medical license. Colaizzi's phenomenal analysis was applied on analysis
of results of the qualitative researches.

Results of the analysis suggest that above all, in order to improve
discrepancies between medical systems and medical school courses of the two
Koreas, education of courses absent in North Korea (laboratory medicine,
medical terms, family medicine, English, statistics, etc.) and on diseases (obesity,
diabetes, rehabilitation, etc.) should be prepared. Secondly, as a preparatory step
for wutilization of North Korean refugee healthcare personnels, standards of
interview by the Korea Health Personnel Licensing Examination Institute during
South Korean medical license acquisition process of North Korean refugee
physicians in South Korea should be established and re-education programs
should be prepared in parallel. Thirdly, for the purpose of utilizing healthcare
personnels, legal and institutional standards regarding career acknowledgement of
North Korean refugee physicians should be established and standardized

educational processes should be prepared.
keywords : North Korea, refugee, medical school, medical license,

medical education, medical system
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