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Abstract

The Act of Eating in Heo Su-gyeong's Poetry - through the
concept of ‘Becoming Other’

Pemmaraju Sindhoora

Department of Korean Language and Literature

Graduate School

Seoul National University

One of the most renowned poets of Korean Modern Literature,
Heo Su-gyeong's poetry encompasses diverse themes and ideas.
A poet who began her career during 1980s, her work is both
politically charged and personal at once, drawing no distinction
between the two. My thesis focuses on examining the act of
eating that appears in Heo's poetry and how it captures her
ideas about feminism, homeland, belonging and more. I attempt
to do this through the concept of ‘becoming other’ which I
develop from Gilles Deleuze and Felix Guattari's well-known
concept of ‘becoming’, and Annemarie Mol's concept of
‘transubstantiation.” Both of these concepts become the base of
my concept of ‘becoming other’, a process, I argue, allows for
multiple subjectivities and multiple ways of being to co-exist
vis-a-vis the act of ‘eating.’

[ begin my thesis by first delineating the ways in which the
‘Other’ appears in Heo's poetry. [ identify three main themes
where the ‘Other’ is produced with relation to ‘eating’ and ‘food’
and these are: ‘hunger’, ‘meat-eating’ and ‘cannibalism.” These

three elements become a starting point for my argument whereby

- 133 - M 2-1h



[ examine hunger with relation to the power it encapsulates in
terms of its accessibility and availability.

1980s in Korea were charged with the workers’ movements, and
its influence can be seen even in Heo's poetry. She examines the
plight of workers not only in the 1980s, but also goes back to
the era of colonialism, where Korean workers were forced into
slave labour. | examine the workers’ movement and the working
condition of Korean workers under Japanese rule, with special
emphasis on ‘eating’ and ‘food.” ‘Hunger becomes a keyword to
understand the oppression that absence of eating can produce;
and to delineate the process of ‘becoming other’ as it appears in
Heo's poetry. | argue that it is the objectification of labour, of
humans, under capitalism that allows for starvation to exist, and
‘becoming other’ becomes an avenue to overcome this
objectification.

This allows me to move on to exploring the complexities
involved in meat-eating. Heo shares a special relation with food
and her criticism of meat-eating is not a complete disavowal of
it. Her poetry criticizes meat-eating in terms anthropocentrism
but it does not undervalue the cultural value that meat-eating
practices may encapsulate. [ take up the issue of
anthropocentricism as the main vein of discussion, and scrutinize
Heo's poetry through the lens of ‘becoming.” | argue that Heo is
calling for a dissolution of boundaries which separate the
‘human’ and the ‘animal’, or humans and the natural world: i.e.,
she is calling for becoming into those who have been Otherized
throughout human history.

[ also examine the concept of time which Heo uses as a

technique to interrogate what constitutes ‘humanity’ and how
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‘becoming other’ can subvert anthropocentric conceptualization
of time. This lays down the framework for me to discuss
cannibalistic imagery present in the poet’'s work. [ focus on the
idea of ‘moving subjectivities’ and argue that cannibalistic
imagery becomes a way to not only subvert the aforementioned
anthropocentricism but also to challenge ways of being. | argue
that subjectivity acquires mobility and the ability to move
between bodies (which are conceptualized to be permeable), thus,
allowing for a flow of subjectivity prompted by the act of eating.

[ then move on to discuss the figure of the ‘Mother vis-a-vis
the concepts of ‘feeding’ and ‘eating’ as integral to the process
of ‘becoming other.” I do this by exploring the figure of the
mother, and its association with nature, their shared role in
‘feeding’ other beings and sustaining life itself. [ argue that
feeding acts as a way of de-objectifiying different life forms, and
also works towards a new conception of time. This argument is
carried forward when [ show that the act of ‘eating’ permits the
Mother to act as the harbinger of the end of the world, while
also triggering the birth of a new world. [ explain that Heo's
search for a new timeline, and a new world is related to her
ideas about community and belonging.

In the last chapter, [ explore the theme of ‘belonging via three
main ideas. First, language and food: second, a community of
solitude; and lastly, a community of memories. I begin by
examining the importance of ‘language —especially Korean
language—for Heo and how it lends itself to ideas of community
and belonging. | eventually argue that while Heo's Korean identity
was integral to her, it could not be mistaken with ethnocentrism.

In her work, she vehemently denies ethnocentricism, and any
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form of authority which demands conformity. I argue that
‘becoming other’ is a way for her to express her desire for
belonging without losing her own individual identity.

Heo is known for capturing ‘solitude’ and loneliness in her
work, and it is here that she looks for a new way of belonging.
This I call ‘a community of solitude.” But her exploration for
belonging does not stop upon the discovery of a community of
solitude. I argue, that it is ‘a community of memories’ that Heo
is searching for and what encompasses her thoughts about time,
space, language, etc. Eating, here, becomes an important way to
allow for the transfer and exchange of memories between
humans, animals and nature, while also triggering the process of
‘becoming other.” Thus, this thesis not only expounds on the
importance of the act of eating in Heo Su-gyeong's poetry but
also emphasizes how crucial the concept of ’'becoming other’

could become in understanding her poetry.

B Keywords Heo Su-gyeong, becoming other, becoming,
eating, anthropocentricism, community, memory, feeding, mother,
language

B Student Number : 2018-24958
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