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Abstract

A Study on Feuerbach’s Theory of Sensibility

Lee Jieun
Department of Aesthetics
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This thesis examines the practical characteristic of criticism of
speculative philosophy and sensibility raised by Feuerbach's “new
philosophy”. What this study particularly pays attention to in
Feuerbach’s theory of sensibility is that the practical
characteristic of sensibility comes from love(Liebe). Understanding
sensibility through love transform emotions that have been
identified as passive thinking abilities into those with practical
values. Love acts as a principle of community realization through
mutual cohesion of human beings by driving and formating
sensibility as pragmatic ability. “Bildung(formation) of sensibility”
frees humans from the distorted thoughts that objectified the
humans and the nature surrounding them, caused by
reason-oriented human understanding.

Marx, a later generation philosopher of Feuerbach, however,

understood that Feuerbach's theory of sensibility’'s practical

_ 66 _ -':l'\-\."i -'.:_.._ -I!: . -:E



distinctiveness was nothing more than “contemplative
materialism”. This paper considers that Feuerbach's thinking is
not purely contemplative, but aims to practice liberation. The
pragmatic characteristic of Feuerbach's Theory of sensibility is
revealed in the planning of the “new philosophy” that suggests
against speculative philosophy and mechanistic materialism. “New
Philosophy”, which focuses on the senses and physicality of the
body, contains the contents of reversing the values given to the
mind in the traditional speculative philosophy and the realization
of the whole, realistic human being from the alienated nature of
human. Through perception, understanding of the external object
is triggered, but the sensibility must help to escape the
limitations of the specificity of the senses and the restraint of the
desires. In other words, the “Bildung of sensibility” is to sensitize
the content of thought or sensation without staying in the
subject. Through “Bildung’, thinking can be understood as its
true meaning in the place of sensation, not in the inner layers of
consciousness such as representations and ideas. Through
“Bildung of sensibility”, humans reach not only their own mature
but also the change of the world and human liberation as a
result.

Human's liberation is to escape from the alienated human
being by returning to themselves, instead of being obsessed with
subjective representations and thoughts through emotional

sensation. The possibility of getting out of a marginalized human
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being and having a right relationship with others and nature
opens up the possibility to communicate with the other without
objectification of the other. The essential aspect of “Bildung of
sensibility” means forming a community and having a community
spirit through communication. The wuniversal sense which is
community share that 1is acquired and corrected in the
community does not force humans to remain subjective but to
understand them as “species-being’(gattungswesen).

As “species-being”, human understanding first acknowledge
individual as individuals. This kind of human understanding
further pursues a real understanding of others by identifying the
others as her or him. Feuerbach starts with understanding “I and
you (Ich und Du) as a relationship that humans meet and
achieve, that 1is, love. Understanding human beings as
species-being and communicating through love extends to
understanding human beings from a personal level to an
understanding of humanity that has gained infinity. For
Feuerbach, love is rather than a romantic or personal feeling, it
is a force that drives an individual into the community. Love is
the principle of realizing a community through human solidarity
by driving and cultivating sensibility as an ability to practice. In
Feuerbach’s theory of sensibility which was identified as passive
thinking ability, can be seen as having practical value based on
the fact that the essence of “love”, “practice”, and “liberation” is

in sensibility.
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Feuerbach’s concern for human’s love and community is that
confidence in the reality of the outside world is possible not by
subjectivity, but by others, that is, by “communal
human”(Gemeinmensch). The communal human being is “the
whole human being’(der ganze Mensch), in which thought and
body are unified, and the community does not suppress the
sensibility of members under the name of reason and civilization.
Only in the community is the original humanity realized
concretely. The community recognizes and preserves the
individual human body and inner nature. At the same time,
humans have to help through relationships within the community.

In conclusion, Feuerbach’s theory of sensibility, which reveals
the practical nature of sensibility and expands the perception of
sensibility, reinstates the suppressed human senses and identifies
humans as a whole human being with two axes of reason and
sensibility. Examining the possibility of community realization
based on the emotional human understandings revealed in
Feuerbach’s theory of sensibility confirms the importance of
human understanding and community understanding in an
individualized and isolated modern society. The understanding of
“I and you”, “Bildung of sensibility”, and “Love”, which we pay
attention to in Feuerbach’'s theory of sensibility, do not leave
others, creatures, and environments sharing the same time and
space as simple external objects. Sensibility senses the

ever-changing world momentarily, and actively responds to it,
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thereby releasing human beings concerning others constantly.
Feuerbach’s understanding of sensibility as a human ability with
active and practical abilities deepens and understands the
planning of modern aesthetics to grasp sensibility as an

independent cognitive ability.

Keywords: Sensibility, Love, Community, Practice, Bildung,
Species-being, Liberation
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