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Abstract

Educational and Theoretical
Significance

of Faith in Bojo Jinul's Thoughts

- Focusing on practice theory of

"Shin Hae Haeng Jeung( )" -
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Department of Religious Studies
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

This study discusses the meaning and role of Faith in Jinul(%n
#M)'s thoughts from the viewpoint of the Buddhist Curriculum of 1§

TR Faith(f§),  Understanding(fi#),  Practice(fT), and
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Enlightenment(3%). Faith is not only the main concept of Buddhist
Curriculum, but also the core principle that connects ‘the Sudden
Enlightenment and Gradual Cultivation(fg1&#i#&) and ‘the
Cultivation of Meditation together with Wisdom(EZ ). Although
Jinul's idea as an educational theory has been studied by some
researchers, relatively little attention has been paid to Faith partly
because the theory of education itself does not treat Faith as the
subject of study. Since the majority of epistemological theories
related to education are limited to the matter of understanding,
Faith is regarded as the function of mind which only pertains to
the field of religion.

In contrast to Faith in education, Faith in religion is understood,
in a narrow sense, as an individual belief, and, in a broad sense,
as an enormous belief gsystem that equals the world view
presented by the doctrinal system of the religious community.
Matters such as how this world is transformed, what the ethical
standards of human life are, and how the world after death can
be explained, can neither be grasped nor demonstrated by human
cognitive abilities and thus are dependent on belief systems within
religion. The world view of religion is not an objective view of the
world, but rather a concept which involves each religion’s belief
in a desirable way. Therefore, as the structure of each world view
differs from one another, the concept of Faith in each religion
also varies according to the object, the subject, the attitude, and

the view of time.
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This study is conducted precisely because even though the
system of Jinul's practice theory started out not only as a
representative practice principle of Korean Buddhism but also as a
guide for the traditional Sangha practice, no clear explanation as
an education theory has been given to the system of Jinul's
practice theory. No clear explanation was given due to the fact
that the traditional educational approach to the theory of Buddhist
thinkers including Jinul did not surpass the level of confirming the
educational meaning of some concepts or making a shallow
comparison of some concepts with the educational concept. Since
reducing Jinul's practice theory either to the existing educational
theory or to the existing framework of the curriculum is deemed
inappropriate, this study aims to discuss Jinul's idea of the theory
of practice and the theory of education by establishing a contact
point between religious practice principles and educational

learning principles.

Keywords : Faith, the Curriculum of "Shin Hae Haeng Jeung({Ef##1T
%), the Sudden Enlightenment and Gradual Cultivation
(fEfE¥ &), purpose of education, objectives  of
education, target oriented model, self-realization
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