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Abstract

Re-investigation of Toegye's Theory on the
Manifestation of Li (¥)

-with regard to Contemporary Interpretation-

Sun Yang

Asian Philosophy Major
Department of Philosophy
College of Humanities

Seoul National University

1. This thesis is an attempt to have a better understanding about
the reason Toegye claimed Four Sprouts and L: manifest while both
Li and Gi manifest. First of all, I will analyze the meaning of the
word ‘to manifest (bal #)  in the context of Li manifests. In the
New Theory on Centeredness (zhung #) and Harmony (hua #l1), Zhu
Xi defined before manifestation as ‘manifestation of innate disposition’
and after manifestation as ‘movement of heart-mind’. In his later
writing, the Theory on Heart-mind controls innate disposition and
Human Feelings, Zhu Xi highlighted that the manifestation of innate
disposition and human feelings are under the control of the
heart-mind. Famous phrases of Zhu Xi, such as the manifestation and
alteration of heavenly Lis manifestation (KFE% R T) and the
manifestation of Dao and Li (GE¥EE), is closely related to the

notion of consciousness (#1%) and its derivaties (e.g., Four Sprouts
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and Dao heart-mind).

Toegye's idea on the manifestation of Li derived from the Diagram
of the Heavenly Decree (cheonmyeongdo KfrlE), and had developed
during the debate with Gobong. Gobong pointed out that Toegye's
theory on the manifestation of LI separates Li and Gi: and makes LI
as having specific intention and proactiveness. Yulgok, following
Gobong, interpreted the character bal % as a movement and rejected
Togye’s theory that Li manifests and Gi rides. Instead, Yulgok argues
the single way theory that Gi manifests and Li rides. The debate on
Toegye's theory on the manifestation of [Li became a basis for
establishing two branches of Joseon Confucianism: Toegye school and
Yulgok School.

3. In 20th century, Takahasi Doru analyzed the academic attribute
of Toegye as focusing on Li and that of Yulgok as focusing on Gi,
and wrote the book, the History of Joseon Confucianism. Additionally,
he interpreted the manifestation of Li as a movement of Li Park
Chong-hong, who is in the first line of contemporary Korean Toegye
researchers, agreed the movement of Li under the specific conditions.
Bae Jong-ho's and Yoon Sa-soon’s analysis on Toegye's philosophy
more inclined to admitting the movement of LI

From China, Zhang Liwen maintained that Toegye's Li is movable
and tantamount to Zhu Xi's Li In Taiwan, Li Minghui and Lin
Yuehui argued that Toegye's Li has an attribute of moving, but it is
different from Zhu Xi's Li According to recent researcher, Chen Lai,
both Zhu Xi's Li and Toegye's Li have no moving attribute. At the
same time, Chen Lai insisted that Toegye's Li is proactive. 1 agree

with Chen Lai's overall interpretation on Toegye's philosophy. But it is
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difficult to accept that Toegye's Li is proactive.

4. Toegye never mentioned that Li can move by itself or Li is a
substance just as Gi is. Three writings -the Diagram of Heavenly
Decree, the FExpounding Diagram of Heavenly Decree, and the
Appending Letter to the FExpounding the Diagram of Heavenly
Decree-, which Toegye started to discuss about the manifestation of
Li it is always related to the heart-mind, innate disposition and
human feelings. The heart-mind controls innate disposition and human
feelings. When it controls as the master of physical body, intention
(eui 7&) which is one aspect of heart-mind intervenes. Intention
decides to follow either Heavenly Li or self-centered desire, when the
heart-mind moves. Due to the intention, human free will is already
secured. Toegye separated that feelings which follow Heavenly Li
(Four Sprouts) are the manifestation of Li: while feelings which
follow self-centered desire (Seven Feelings) are the manifestation of
Gi. And the aim of human disposition is to substantiate the Heavenly
Li/ Heavenly Decree. According to him, Four Sprouts cannot come
from mediated Seven Feelings. Toegye highlighted that Four Sprouts

and Seven Feelings are qualitatively different.

Looking through all the Toegye's mention of linking manifestation
and Li Gi innate disposition, human feelings, Toegye set the
movement of heart-mind as a basic premise. Thus, for Toegye, the
agent who has both moving and voluntary attribute is solely the
heart-mind/ I/ human being. Li has no moving and voluntary
attribute.

Toegye's theory of manifestation of Li is his innovative core for
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establishing the theory on Li Gi innate disposition and heart-mind,
which explicates innate disposition and heart-mind in light of L7 and
Gi theory. This theory, focusing on the nurturing of Li culminates
with the cultivation theory focusing on reverance (gyung #%). Thus,
considering all these features, Toegye's theory on Li Gi innate
disposition and heart-mind not only hold the essential core of Zhu Xi's

theory but also developed the Zhu Xi's theory.

[Key words] Manifestation of Li (F%¥), Manifestation of Gi (&
%), Four Sprouts (IU¥i), Seven Emotions (£1#), Heart-mind (L),
Movement of Li (H#)), Volition
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