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Abstract

A Study on the Theory of Chinese
Gardeners 1n Jiangnan Area in the Late

Ming and Early Qing Dynasty

— Focusing on Wen Zhenheng's Zhangwuzhi

and Li Yu's Xiangqingowi -

ZHANG LIN
Interdisciplinary Program
in Landscape Architecture
The Graduate School

Seoul National University

The late Ming and early Qing Dynasty is regarded as the
prosperous period of Chinese garden history and the active period of
gardening with the development of commercial economy and the
great changes of society. In particular, the Jiangnan area with
Suzhou and Yangzhou as the center i1s a popular area for private
gardens. A large number of excellent gardeners such as Zhang

Nanyuan, Ji Cheng, Wen Zhenheng and Li Yu, etc. appeared in this
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period. They were active in the prosperous cities in the south of
the Yangtze River, and built many famous gardens. Based on their
accumulated experience in gardening, they left behind works of high
reference value for later generations. Among them, the well-known
gardening works are Ywanye by Ji Cheng, Changwuzhi by Wen
Zhenheng and Xanqingouji by Li Yu, etc. So far, the theoretical
research of Chinese traditional garden has focused on the analysis
and utilization of the above works, and the theory as the basis of
traditional garden design and construction has not deviated from the
theory established in the late Ming and early Qing Dynasty. Among
them, a lot of research has been done on the monograph Ywanye in
the field of landscape architecture. However, the comparative study
based on the representative works of Wen Zhenheng's Changwuzhi
and Li Yu's Xiangingouji, has not yet systematically comparison
analyzed their gardening theory in combination with their social
background and their respective living background. Therefore, this
study focuses on the following five research questions with the

above two works.

1. In the late Ming and early Qing Dynasty, Wen Zhenheng,
who represents the literati and officialdom, and Li Yu, who represents the
ordinary class, respectively. What are the similarities and differences
between the gardening theories reflected in their representative works
Changwuzhi and Xianqingowr?

2. In the social background including life, family and main
activity history of the two gardeners, what are their motivations for
editing Changwuzhi and Xianqingow? How did their respective living
backgrounds affect their gardening theories?

3. According to the classification of the overall space

composition and garden elements, what are the similarities and
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differences of garden theories reflected in the two works?

4. How can the value of the common orientation of painting
and garden be reflected in the garden?

5. How did Wen Zhenheng's and Li Yu's gardening theories

be reflected in their actual gardening cases?

This study consisted of a total of five chapters, and Chapter
1 covered the background and purpose of the study, the object and
method of the study, the trend of research, and the framework of
interpretation. Specific methods of research include literature
research, inductive analysis, comparative studies, and their actual
gardening cases by two gardeners in Jiangnan area. In this study,
the previous research includes ‘research trends of domestic and
foreign studies on their representative works Changwuzhi and
Xiangingouji’ and ‘the comparison with other garden works’. Through
the above, to summarize the framework of this study.

Subsequently, Chapter 2 analyzed the background and
culture of the late Ming and early Qing Dynasty. This part was
specifically summarized into three parts: 1) the background of the
late Ming Dynasty and early Qing Dynasty, 2) the gardening culture
of the Jiangnan area, 3) gardeners, their works and their gardening
activities. Under the political, economic and cultural background of
the late Ming Dynasty and early Qing Dynasty, many private
gardens appeared in Jiangnan area. From literati and rich merchants
to ordinary class, there was a upsurge of gardening activities. In the
process of gardening in Jiangnan area, the gardeners left rich
practical experience and rich relics. In particular, the Iliterati
gardeners with humanistic accomplishment have systematized and
theorized their gardening experience through their works. In this

period, most of the gardening theoretical works emerge as the times
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require.

Chapter 3 focuses on the representative gardeners Wen
Zhenheng, Li Yu and their two works Changwuzhi and Xianqingouji.
This section was specifically summarized into three parts: 1) Wen
Zhenheng's career and works, 2) Li Yu's career and works, 3)
comprehending of these two works Changwuzhi and Xianqingouji. At
the end of Ming Dynasty and the beginning of Qing Dynasty, the
great influence on them changed from ‘political pursuit’ to ‘cultural
creation’. However, the two gardeners came from completely
different classes, and they are very different in the pursuit of
‘cultural creation’. And the styles of their works Changwuzhi and
Xiangingouji are also different. Wen Zhenheng's Changwuzhi criticizes
the secular culture and puts forward some suggestions on the noble
and elegant culture that the literati should follow. In a word, it
could be said that Changwuzhi target readers are literati. However,
Xiangingowi is simple and easy to understand, and the content is
monotonous, which explains Zhuangzi(Gif)’s  thought easily. Most
of the readers who have subscribed to his works are of the ordinary
class.

In Chapter 4, based on the methodology of previous
research, the framework of interpretation 1s set up from two levels
of ‘overall space composition’ and ‘garden elements’. From the
perspective of the overall space composition, it is divided into ‘site
selection and spatial layout’, ‘the importance of overall structure and
spatial scale’, ‘the combination of spatial garden elements’ and
‘spatial segmentation’. From the perspective of garden elements, it
is divided into ‘architecture’, ‘water element’, ‘stone’, ‘plant’, and
analyzes the similarities and differences of garden theories in detail.

On the basis of this, this study synthesizes the ‘gardening theories’
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which appears in these two works, including their philosophical
thought, life attitude and value orientation. The main gardening
theories are ‘seclusion’, ‘getting rid of prosperity and luxury’,
‘pursuing every scene as a painting’, ‘with a small see big’,
‘pursuing elegance culture’ and ‘pursuing innovative culture’.

The last chapter is the significance and limitations of this
study. In the history of Chinese garden, the late Ming Dynasty and
early Qing Dynasty was a period when the popularization of gardens
accelerated and construction was carried out extensively relying on
popular culture. In this period, the representative literati who
advocated popular culture established the theoretical framework of
garden construction in that era through garden works. At the same
time, it also puts forward the style of ‘literati garden’ which reflects
the ‘idea of the times’. They use a wide range of knowledge and
experience to explain the ideal garden space through specific garden
elements and interior decoration etc. Focusing on this point, this
study takes two works as the center to explore their ‘gardening
theory’, as a small reference point to explain the garden culture in
the late Ming and early Qing Dynasty. However, the limitation of
this study focuses on the comparative study, which specifically
explains Wen Zhenheng's Changwuzhi and Li Yu's Xiangingouji.
However, there is no detailed introduction to other gardeners of the
same era. It will supplement and perfect the gardening theories of
other gardeners in the late Ming and early Qing Dynasty. In
addition, future studies will identify areas requiring extensive field

surveys and additional literature studies.

Keywords: The Late Ming and Early Qing Dynasty, Chinese Garden,
Literati, Space Composition, Garden Elements, Gardening Thought
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