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Abstract

A comparative study on the
causes of vacant houses

between urban and rural areas

: Focusing on Jeollabuk-do province

HYUNG GEUN, CHOI

Urban and Regional Planning

Department of Environment Planning
Graduate School of Environmental studies

Seoul National University

The number of vacant houses in Korea is rapidly increasing and
reaching about 1.4 million as of 2018, accounting for 7.9% of the total
number of houses. Soaring vacant houses are poorly managed and
cause negative effects on the community, such as deteriorating urban
hygiene, providing crime sites and causing safety problems. Moreover,
it i1s economically neglected so that decrease the efficiency of the
property. Therefore, the vacant houses problem must be
systematically managed by the public sector even if they are private

properties.
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When vacant houses were mentioned in the 1990s, they were limited
mainly to some place in rural area. Nowadays, vacant houses has
been rapidly generated in cities as well, and the total number has
already surpassed that in rural areas. The cause of vacancy is
different between the city and the rural area, so it is necessary to
identify different causes of the occurrence in order to efficiently

manage the vacant house problems and also prevent its occurrence.

This study used the multi-level logistic regression to identify and
compare the causes of urban and rural vacant houses, taking into
account the characteristics of individual buildings and regional
characteristics. The result shows that buildings with low coverage
and floor are likely to change into vacant houses in the
characteristics of building level. Also, it is empirically confirmed that
the aging of population, the total number of buildings and nearby
vacant houses have different effects between rural and urban areas in

terms of regional characteristics level.

Based on the results, different solutions should be provided. First, it
1S necessary to adjust the supply in urban areas to reduce vacant
houses which abandoned by oversupply. In addition, efforts are
needed to prevent and manage negative external effects in the early
stages. Second, In rural areas, it is necessary to manage the elderly
population and create jobs by attracting industries to prevent the
population decline. In conclusion, providing differentiated solutions
according to the causes of urban and rural vacant houses is expected

to help effectively manage and further prevent vacancy problems.
keywords : Vacant House, Declining Population, Shrinking City,

Low-growth.
Student Number : 2018-29974.
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