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Abstract

The Objectification of Shaman’s Experiences

with Heavenly Gods in Ritual Performance

Kim, Dong-kyu(Sogang Univ.)

In this essay, I try to explain how a shaman’s personal experiences
with spirits affect the formation of ritual with focus on the
performance of Ilwolmaji ritual (a ritual for heavenly gods). The
life stories of two shamans, who had learned shamanship from the
same spirit—-mother, are introduced and their rituals are compared
to illustrate the interconnectedness between personal experience
and its objectification through ritual performance. Through this
research, I show that a Korean shaman is not a simple agent of
‘tradition,” rather he(she) acts as a creative negotiator between
‘tradition’ and his(her) personal experiences with spirits. In addition,
I believe, this research contribute to de—constructing the assumed
essence of Korean shamanism, and to giving a clue to understand

the plurality of modern Korean shamanism.

Key Words: objectification of experience, Hwanghae provincial
shaman ritual, shaman ritual for heavenly gods,

shamanic pantheon, embodiment of spirits



