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Abstract

The Characteristics of Mountain god

in the Village of Inje, Gangwon-do

Kim, Do-Hyeon*

According to an analysis of the site of the village ritual in Inje, many
villages hold village rituals centered on rituals for the mountain god(lLITH%%
; Sansinje). In addition, there is a case where people hold rituals for the
city god(FE4s ; Seonghwangje), calling it rituals for the mountain god,
and they hold both of them together. Though it is called the "rituals for
city god", there are also examples of praying for the elements that people
actually pray to the guardian god of a mountain. This shows that the
mountain god[the guardian god of a mountain] was the principal god
enshrined in the village rituals in Inje.

The spirits enshrined along with the guardian god of a mountain(Sansin)
in the village ritual in Inje area include city god(Seonghwang), god of
governing several villages in the mountains(Guksa or Guksu), a spirit
roaming the streets(Georisin), the great king(Daewang), a person who
is good for the gods(Subu), and miscellaneous ghosts and
spirits(Japguejapsin), and so on. Among these deities, the ones that are

enshrined as the main gods and in charge of the celebration are the mountain

* The cultural property expert committee of Cultural Heritage Administration
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god and the city god.

Also, various examples show that the village rituals of Inje area which
were centered on rituals for the mountain god shifts slightly to rituals
for the city god. Such changes result in some differences made by
geographical, social, and economic factors that a village faces.

On the basis of the characteristics of the guardian god of a mountain,
we can classify five types of deities people enshrine, especially focusing
on the ones in 45 villages in Inje area.: enshrining mountain gods as
the main one, enshrining city gods as the lower spirits, enshrining mountain
gods(Sanryeong) and city gods equally, enshrining village gods as
upper-shrines or ground gods, etc.

Each type of mountain gods enshrined in the villages of Inje implies
some or all of the three characteristics introduced earlier. However, there
are many cases in which various forms of 'mountain god' are recognized
as gods with a combination of the above three meanings rather than individual

ones.

Key Words: Inje, Guardian god of a mountain(|L]ji#f), Mountain god(|1I%%),
Mythical ancestor(XT), City god(3%F2), Rituals for mountain
god(1LIiH%%)



