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(Abstract)

The Meaning of Envoy Sent by Silla, in the Late Period of King
Hyoso(ZHH1)'s Reign

Yun, Taeyang *

In this paper, I tried to reveal the meaning of envoy dispatched by Silla which
reached Tang dynasty in February of 699, in the context of the reconstruction of
Silla-Tang relations. Referring to the Epitaph of Nandonde(FdH{HEELEEEY), we can
estimate that the displaced people from Andong Protectorate(Z<HAR#NT), including
Nanwu, moved from Liaodung to Pyeongyang near 697. The information might be
delivered to King Hyoso(HIT)’s regime, and they are thought to have attempted to
renovate the domestic atmosphere, using diplomacy between Silla and Tang as a political
tool. After the reorganization of the national system over a year, the envoy arrived at
Tang dynasty as a result of the new domestic and foreign policies of Silla.

However, Tang dynasty around 699-700 sent Godeokmu(i5if&i) as a chief controller
of Andong commandery(ZZHANE;) and tried to rebuild “Goryeo state(FiFEE)” as an
“external boundary countries which can be related to Tang China( AZ)” led by “Go
clan chief(FFFx #$£)”. This action could mean public approval of the displaced people
from Andong Protectorate who settled lately at Pyeongyang, nearby Silla, as constituents
of a polity. Also, during the time when the return of the envoy was delayed, a discord
in the domestic government was exposed as a form of treason by Gyeongyeong(BEk).
The external policy of Tang dynasty was unfavorable news too at that time, so it is
seen that the diplomatic policies of King Hyoso’s regime had to be aborted.

This political situation shows that the reconstruction of Silla-Tang relations could not
succeed only by the will of Silla itself. Also, that demonstrates why Silla could truly
switch its diplomatic policy to a more active one afterward the succession of King

Seongdeok(ZE1# 1), despite the similarity of ruling political faction between the regime

* Ph.D. Candidate, Department of History, Sogang University.
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of later period of King Hyoso’s reign and one of the early period of King Seongdeok’s
reign. It could have been established around 703 by the change of Tang dynasty’s
eastern policy to recover its territory by onshore “Andongdao(ZH4E)”, not by “Go clan
chief” Godeokmu and the displaced people of Andong Protectorate, as the former

researches argued.

Key Words : King Hyoso(ZH#FT), Silla-Tang Relations, Kim Sun-won(4:/EJT),
Andong Protectorate, Rebuilding Plan of ‘Goryeo state’



