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Abstract

Analysis of the Type and Influending Factors of Student Engagement
in 4-year Universities Using Multi-level Latent profile Analysis®

Yu, Yelim**

Nam, Sindong***
Park, Minho****
Lim, Hunam®*****

The purpose of this study is to investigate the latent classes of student engagement of four—year
university students by type and the important factors of individual—- and school-level influencing
them. The subjects of this study were 33,327 undergraduates in 66 four—year universities who
responded to the National Assessment of Student Engagement in Learning survey in 2018, The
results of the study are summarized as follows. First, students showed moderate levels of 'cognitive’
engagement such as higher—order learning and active learning. Whereas they showed a low level
of 'behavioral' engagement such as study group activities, faculty—student interaction, and global
learning. Second, there were six latent classes in students’ engagement; 1) the lowest level group,
2) low cognitive and behavioral group, 3) middle cognitive and behavioral group, 4) high cognitive
and middle behavioral group, 5) middle cognitive and high behavioral group, and 6) high cognitive
and behavioral group. Third, gender, semester, institutional commitment, major, whether the
student plans to pursue career in their major were significant determinants of the latent profiles
at student level. Institutional types, students’ course satisfaction at school level, adequate class
size were significant determinants of the latent profiles at school level. This study is meaningful
to examine determinants of student and school level simultaneously by dealing with multi-level
data. Also, this study provides empirical background for the establishment of policies in order

to enhance student engagement at college level.

Key words: Student Engagement, University Students, Multi-level Latent Profile Analysis
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