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Abstract

A Study on Experiences of School Violence Through
Hierarchy Between Seniors and Juniors:
Focusing on the Structure of Victim-) Offender-> Bystander

Lee, Eun Jee’

The purpose of this study was to analyze the changes in the role of school violence according
to school grade, as there are hierarchical cultures and orders between seniors and juniors, and
to determine what causes hierarchical structures to continue. The research data were two papers
on school violence experiences due to the hierarchical order between seniors and juniors, and
these papers were submitted by six research participants when taking a university class related
to school violence prevention. The results are as follows: First, the participants were usually in
the role of victim—) offender—) bystander, depending on grade. In other words, in a structure
where hierarchical order is emphasized, first graders were victims, and second graders were
offenders of first graders, while at the same time victims of third graders. Third graders were
sometimes offenders of first and second graders; however, they were mostly bystanders because
they were no longer interested in what happens in the group. In this structure, the participants
felt different emotions according to the roles assigned to each grade; however, in general, they
internalized the hierarchical order according to grade and justified it. Second, the participants
considered that both the culture of their school group and the responses of the adult members
of the school had reproduced hierarchical school violence. They thought that the culture of schools
and groups that viewed hierarchies positively was the cultural cause of the structure that
reproduced violence. Next, they pointed out that there was a problem with the responses of
the adult members in the school. The teachers often did not respond when violence occurred,
and even when teachers were involved, they superficially dealt with what happened and the root

cause remained. Based on these findings, educational implications were suggested.

Key words: School Violence, School Culture, Hierarchical Culture, Reproduction of Violence.
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