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ABSTRACT

An Integrative Conceptual Framework of Public—-Private from
the Perspectives of the Hundred Schools of Thought GEFBX)

Suho Bae & Sung-Woo Hong

The crisis of publicness in contemporary Korean society derives mainly from incoherent
interpretations of public (2)-private (f4). The traditional view of public-private has been
understood from the perspective of morality and ethnicity under the heavy influence of
Neo-Confucianism (###£). On the other hand, the Western view of public-private was
introduced into East Asia by Japanese scholars during the period when Western powers had
dominated East Asia. In this view, public-private was understood as the public and private
sector, respectively.

In order to overcome these incoherent interpretations of public-private in Korea, this
paper suggests a conceptual framework of public-private by integrating the concepts of
public-private from the both aspects. In this integrative conceptual framework,
public-private is understood in the following four dimensions: (i) righteousness in the public
sector, (ii) righteousness in the private sector, (iii) wrongdoing in the private sector, and (iv)
wrongdoing in the public sector. In particular, the paper discusses the concepts and contents
of public-private from the perspectives of the Hundred Schools of Thought G&¥HE%) in
depth, including Confucius (flL.F), Mozi (87F), Mencius (#¥), Xunzi (H¥), Laozi (&),
Zhuangzi (#7), and Han Feizi (#ET).

(Keywords: Public, Private, Publicness, Privateness, Hundred Schools of Thought

FFER)]



