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Abstract

Two Aspects of the Meaning of the Shrine of Guan Yu in Late

Joseon Dynasty

Kim, Jiyoung

The shrine of Guan Yu[BH-LEi] was built during Imjin War in Joseon Dynasty.
However, for nearly hundred years, anyone looking for their own fortune could enter this
place. During the period of Sukjeong to Jeongjo, this place could nationally have new
meaning. Sukjeong interpreted Guan Yu as an icon of loyalty and appraise to Zhou
dynasty[ZJ#]. The historical sense of ‘Shu Han orthodox theory[ &% E#fiaw]" -which
regards Shu Han as the state having the most legitimacy- permeated through ‘“Romance of
the Three Kingdoms”. Sukjeong redefined the loyalty of Guan Yu as universal justice
beyond nations, not as the obligation to monarch. Guan Yu was not only a general who
was armipotent but also a general who enjoyed reading “Annals of Spring and Autumn”
and could give his life for justice. He could be acknowledged as the symbol of military
power transcending times.

Yungjo and Jeongjo reformed shrine of Guan Yu as temple of military. They
commemorated Guan Yu as the general who devoted himself to the recovery of Han
dynasty without submitting to the situation and power- the symbol of loyalty. They tried
to manifest that military power should be used to found and preserve righteous country
through the temple, the same as Sukjeong. In the period of Sukjeong to Jeongjo the
military capability of Joseon was remarkable than any other period in Joseon. The dynasty
convinced a desirable ‘military power’ in the shrine of Guan Yu by redefining him as a
symbol of military power based on loyalty. Though the ceremony of Guan Yu lasted in
19th century, the symbolical meaning of 18th century became faint. The shrine of Guan
Yu again changed to shaman house, and at last, the dynasty itself made the shrine where
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they pray blindly for the stability of royal family. The shrine of Guan Yu was no more

related to the safety of the nation.

Key words : The shrine of Guan Yu, appraise to Zhou dynasty, Romance of the Three
Kingdoms, the temple of military, a symbol of military power based on

loyalty and universal justice



