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Abstract

A Study on the Selection Trends of Saseoni (JUEEE) Exam
Questions from the Reign of King Sunjo to King Cheoljong

Yoon, Sun-young

From the reign of King Sunjo to King Cheoljong, collections of sample questions and
prose were actively published for a subject test on Four Books (Saseoui JUZEE) in the
civil service examination. Among them, Gwaje gakche (FHE&HE) and Imheon gongnyeong
(BT I4y) are best known. Some personal anthologies and the list of successful examinees
(Sama bangmok F)EA%H) also provide a glimpse of these exam questions. Through 382
questions collected from these sources, the trends of their selection on each book will be
analyzed. In case of The Andlects of Confucius (Linyl Fiag), most of the questions
involved definitions of conceptual terms and their relationship. On Mencius (Mengzi &),
the focus was mainly on human nature, the system of monarchy, and the social institution.
On Great learning (Dixué }E%), and the Doctrine of the Mean (Zhongyong W), the
questions were often repetitive, mainly focusing on the sentence structure in elaboration of
“eight steps of personal cultivation,” or distinguishing the Essence-Function (tivong #8/H).
Some of the questions were based on notes by scholarly commentators, or an integrated
topic from all the four books. Repetitious questions appeared more frequently in local
exams than in the capital city, scarcely during the reign of King Sunjo-the successor of
King Jeongjo-yet frequently during the later reigns of Kings Heonjong and Cheoljong.
Repetitions were inevitable due to the limits in the range of the subject questions, which
the test-makers attempted breakthroughs by expanding the range of the questions’ sources

to introductions and annotations.

Key words : King Sunjo, King Heonjong, King Cheoljong, civil service examination,
Saseoui (JUFERE, Questioning on the Four Books), test questions, Kwaje
gakche (BHEAHE), Imheon gongnyeong (BEEFLIAY)



