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Abstract

Tradition and Modernity in Sexuality Discourses in The Open-Door

Period in Korea

Lee, Sookin

This paper explored the dual perceptions of women in The Open-Door Period in Korea.
On the one hand, premodern perceptions of women persisted and become more
conservative in early modern Korea. One the other hand, modern views on women
emerged in the mid of social change. During that period, Discourses on both Remarriage
(%) and Virtuous Woman(Z17#;) contested each other. While Remarriage represented
modernity, Virtuous Woman represented tradition. Discourses on Remarriage in that period
put a stress on widow's psychic loneliness and sexual alienation. Conversely, Virtuous
Woman was regarded both as woman dying for her embodied chastity and as "perfect”

woman removing her sexual desire.

Key words : The Open-Door Period in Korea, Remarriage, Virtuous Woman(Zl%o),

sexuality



