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Abstract

The Standard of Neo-Confucian Enlightment
— A Reading “Customs” chapters of Local Gazetteers of Gyeongsang-do

Province in Joseon Dynasty —

Kim, Ji young

In the Gyeongsang Prefectural Gazetteers(“Gyeongsang-do Jiri-ji”) published in 1425,
there are references to all kinds of customs and living practices observed by the
population of Gun towns and Hyeon counties within the Gyeongsang-do province. Such
description marked the first time ever (or at least the earliest example that we can find
today) for such elements of the people’s lives to be meticulously recorded, and
interestingly enough, it conveys Joseon people’s lives which apparently were quite different
from what we know today through the remarks of the Joseon people who lived in the
dynasty’s later periods.

Many of these towns and counties are depicted as areas full of people who considered
martial arts very important and at the same time were rather fond of the idea of being
strong, fierce, and fight or quarrel with others too. Then, this particular image continued to
tone down and change inside later incarnations of either local gazetteers or dynastic
geographies. The compilers of these local gazetteers or dynastic geographies criticized the
prior habits or attitudes of fighting each other for survival and wanted to encourage people
to live and coexist with each other peacefully and harmoniously. They reflected their such
intentions in all the Customs chapters inside local gazetteers they compiled. The new local
gazetteers came to feature a Neo-Confucian perspective and thus described not only people
but also the society and politics accordingly.

The local residents themselves wanted to be viewed as people who were trying to do

the right thing and not just things that would serve their own interests. Local gazetteers
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compiled by local people in the 17th century had a tendency of severely criticizing
previous ways of life which they deemed as have deviated from the civil notion of
Neo-Confucian enlightenment. Eventually, it became a race for local regions to change
their living habits faster than others. And as a result, in the early 19th century, such
quarreling and fierce images were gone. Each of those local areas embraced Joseon’s civil

standards, and made them part of their identity.

Key words : Local Gazetteer, Customs, Gyeongsang-do Province, Joseon’s Civil
Standards, Neo-Confucianism



