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Abstract

The Background of the Faith on "The Five Mantras Anthology
A KIEE; Nilakantha Dharani and the Meaning of 42 Hands

Mudras Icons
Ok, Na Young *

This study suggests that the characteristics of the Dharani in "The Five Mantras
Anthology(fi_KIE.=); should not be limited to those of the Joseon Dynasty, but should
be reviewed in advance during the ancient and Goryeo periods. From this point of view, I
review the characteristics of the dharanis which is related to the Sahasra bhuja-
Sahasranetra Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva Faith, among the Dharanis included in "The Five
Mantras Anthologys, focusing on the collections of Gyujanggak. In particular, I analyze
the changes and meanings of 42 Hands mudras included with the icons.

Since the 7th century, "Sahasra-bhuja Avalokite$vara Sutras T-F#%; has been translated
from the Tang Dynasty, and the Sahasra bhuja-Sahasranetra Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva
faith was introduced to Silla. Even in the Goryeo Dynasty, the publication of the
scriptures continued, and related religious activities continued. Religious activities through
the dharani of Sahasra bhuja-Sahasranetra Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva have gone through
various statuses. At the end of the Goryeo Dynasty, the transliteration of darani was
influenced by Liao Dynasty. The tradition of Sahasra bhuja-Sahasranetra Avalokitesvara
Bodhisattva and Dharani continued during the Joseon Dynasty. So it is included with the
various dharani that make up "The Five Mantras Anthologys. In "The Five Mantras
Anthology, the pronunciation is written in classical Korean and Chinese characters to

make it easier for the reciting of dharani. The Chinese characters used show the tendency

* Senior Researcher, Kyujanggak Institiute for Korean Studies, Seoul National University.
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to be influenced by Liao Dynasty. Thus, the tradition of the Goryeo Dynasty is inherited.
It also contains 42 Hands mudras icons. This is because the necessity of icon as well as
reciting of Dharani. "The Five Mantras Anthology; was published in the late Joseon

Dynasty and the demand for the 42 Hands mudras’s icons continued.

Key words : The Five Mantras Anthology, Sahasra bhuja-Sahasranetra Avalokitesvara

Bodhisattva, 42 Hands mudras, Nilakantha Dharani, Faith of Dharani,
Esoteric Buddhist



