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Abstract

Compilation of Gukjomungwabangmok and ‘Personnel Informatics’ in

the 18" Century Korea
Park, Hyun Soon *

Gukjomungwabangmok 1is the list of successful candidates for the civil service
examination. Its various copies are extant today and their format or each person’s
information differs depending on different copies of the text.

This paper examines various copies of the text and their compilation process focusing on
the reason why those differences appeared in various copies. This study finds out that
gukjonungwabangmok was newly published during King Yeongjo and Jeongjo’s reign, and
further elaborates on its characteristic and meaning from the perspective of academic history.

Gukjonungwabangmok was compiled and circulated from the early Joseon period. But as
it was transcribed and supplemented by many people over a long period of time, various
copies of the text began to appear. In this sense, gukjomungwabangmok was not a product
of a certain individual but a collaboration of various people from different generations.

Among them, during the reign of King Youngjo and Jeongjo, compilers such as
Hongmungwan, Yun Geup, and Yi Man-un began to come up with their unique formats
and enlarged the contents. As a result, the text developed into a more systematic one with
richer contents of personnel informations. These texts were again transcribed and
supplemented by various others. A number of extant gukjomungwabangmok are the result of
the compilation project from King Youngjo and Jeongjo’s reign or their enlarged edition.

The development of gukjomungwabangmok in the 18" century had close connection to

genealogies above all else. Gukjonmungwabangmok relied on genealogies for personal

* HK Associate Professor, Kyujanggak Institute for Korean Studies, Seoul National University.



EIFACRHEE o AT} 18M7] el MY 215

informations of the passers while providing informations for compiling genealogies at the
same time. This was in line with the trend of compiling a list of people in each field
such as former and current officials or major figures in Korean history. These works are
collectively referred to as ‘personnel informatics’ in this paper. The compilation of

gukjonungwabangmok belonged to one area of the ‘personnel informatics’.

Key words : gukjomungwabangmok, gukjobangmok, bangmok, civil service examination,
genealogy, Yun Geup, Yi Man-un.



